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 4  Rays of light shine from his hand, a 

bright, shining light.
   There is such power hiding in that 

hand.
 5  The sickness went before him,
   and the destroyer followed behind him.a

 6  The Lord stood and judged the earth.
   He looked at the people of all the 

nations,
   and they shook with fear.
   For many years the mountains stood 

strong,
   but those mountains fell to pieces.
   Those old, old hills fell down.
   God has always been able to do that.

 7  I saw that the cities of Cushan were in 
trouble

   and that the houses of Midian trembled 
with fear.

 8  Lord, were you angry at the rivers?
   Were you angry at the streams?
   Were you angry at the sea?
   Were you angry when you rode your 

horses and chariots to victory?

 9  Even then you showed your rainbow.
   It was proof of your agreement with the 

families of the earth.b  Selah

   And the dry land split the rivers.
 10  The mountains saw you and shook.
   The water flowed off the land.
   The water from the sea made a loud 

noise
   as it lost its power over the land.
 11  The sun and the moon lost their 

brightness.
   They stopped shining when they saw 

your bright flashes of lightning.
   That lightning was like spears and 

arrows shooting through the air.
a 3:5 This probably refers to the diseases and the 
Angel of Death that God sent against the Egyptians 
when God freed Israel from slavery.
b 3:9 rainbow … earth See Gen. 9.

 12  In anger you walked on the earth
   and punished the nations.
 13  You came to save your people
   and to lead your chosen kingc to victory.
   You killed the leader in every evil family,
   from the least important person
   to the most important in the land.d  Selah

 14  You used Moses’ walking stick
   to stop the enemy soldiers.
   Those soldiers came
   like a powerful storm to fight against us.
   They thought they could defeat us easily,
   as robbing the poor in secret.
 15  But you marched your horses
   through the deep water, stirring up the 

mud.
 16  My whole body shook when I heard the 

story.
   My lips trembled.
   I felt weak deep down in my bones
   and stood there shaking.
   But I will wait patiently for destruction to 

come to those who attack us.

Always Rejoice in the Lord
 17  Figs might not grow on the fig trees,
   and grapes might not grow on the vines.
   Olives might not grow on the olive trees,
   and food might not grow in the fields.
   There might not be any sheep in the pens 

or cattle in the barns.
 18  But I will still be glad in the Lord
   and rejoice in God my savior.

 19  The Lord God gives me my strength.
   He helps me run fast like a deer.
   He leads me safely on the mountains.

To the music director. On my stringed 
instruments.

c 3:13 chosen king Literally, “anointed one.”
d 3:13 You killed … in the land Literally, “You struck 
the head from the wicked house. From the founda‑
tion to the neck they were laid bare.”

Zephaniah
1 1This is the message that the Lord gave 

to Zephaniah. He received this message 
during the time that Josiah son of Amon was 
king of Judah. Zephaniah was the son of Cush, 
who was the son of Gedaliah. Gedaliah was 
the son of Amariah, who was the son of 
Hezekiah.

The Lord’s Day for Judging the People
2The Lord says, “I will destroy everything 

on earth.e 3I will destroy all the people and all 
the animals. I will destroy the birds in the air 

e 1:2 earth Or “the land” or “the country.” Also in 
verse 18.
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and the fish in the sea. I will destroy the evil 
people and everything that makes them sin. I 
will remove all people from the earth.” This 
is what the Lord said.

4“I will punish Judah and the people living 
in Jerusalem. I will remove from this place the 
last signs of Baal* worship, the priests, and all 
the people who 5go up on their roofs to wor-
ship the stars.a People will forget about those 
false priests. Some people say they worship 
me. They promised to worship me, but now 
they worship the false god Milcom.* So I will 
remove them from that place. 6Some people 
turned away from the Lord and stopped fol-
lowing me. They stopped asking the Lord for 
help, so I will remove them from that place.”

7Be silent before the Lord God, because the 
Lord’s day for judging the people is coming 
soon. The Lord has prepared his sacrifice, and 
he has told his invited guests to get ready.b

8The Lord said, “On the Lord’s day of sac-
rifice, I will punish the king’s sons and other 
leaders. I will punish all the people wearing 
clothes from other countries. 9At that time I 
will punish all the people who jump over the 
thresholdc and those who fill their master’s 
housed with lies and violence.”

10The Lord also said, “At that time people 
will be calling for help at Fish Gate in Jerusa-
lem and mourning* in the new part of town. 
They will hear the sound of destruction in 
the hills around the city. 11You people living 
in the lower part of town will cry, because 
all the traders and rich merchants* will be 
destroyed.

12“At that time I will take a lamp and search 
through Jerusalem. I will find all those who 
are satisfied to live their own way. They say, 
‘The Lord does nothing. He does not help, 
and he does not hurt!’ I will find them, and 
I will punish them. 13Then others will take 
their wealth and destroy their houses. Those 
who built houses will not live in them, and 
those who planted vineyards will not drink 
the wine from the grapes.”

14The Lord’s special day for judging is com-
ing soon! It is near and coming fast. People 
will hear very sad sounds on the Lord’s spe-
cial day of judgment. Even strong soldiers will 
cry. 15The Lord will show his anger at that 
time. It will be a time of terrible troubles 
and a time of destruction. It will be a time 
a 1:5 stars Literally, “army of heaven.” This might 
mean the stars and planets or the angels.
b 1:7 prepared … get ready Literally, “prepared his 
sacrifice. He has made his called ones holy.” Here, 
this time of judgment is compared to a fellowship 
meal when priests offered a sacrifice to God and 
had the guests get ready for this special meal with 
God.
c 1:9 people wearing … threshold This probably 
means the priests and people who worshiped 
foreign gods, such as Dagon, or people who copied 
their ways of worshiping. See 1 Sam. 5:5.
d 1:9 master’s house This means the temple where 
the people worshiped God or their false gods.

of  darkness—a black, cloudy, and stormy day. 
16It will be like wartime when people hear 
horns and trumpets in the defense towers and 
protected cities.

17The Lord said, “I will make life very hard 
on the people. They will walk around like the 
blind who don’t know where they are going. 
That will happen because they sinned against 
the Lord. Their blood will be spilled on the 
ground. Their dead bodies will lie like dung 
on the ground. 18Their gold and silver will not 
help them! At that time the Lord will become 
very upset and angry. The Lord will destroy 
the whole worlde! He will completely destroy 
everyone on earth!”

God Asks People to Change Their Lives

2 1Shameless people, change your lives 
2before you become like a dry and dying 

flower. In the heat of day, a flower will wilt 
and die. You will be like that when the Lord 
shows his terrible anger. So change your lives 
before the Lord shows his anger against you! 
3All you humble people, come to the Lord! 
Obey his laws. Learn to do good things. Learn 
to be humble. Maybe then you will be safe 
when the Lord shows his anger.

The Lord Will Punish Israel’s Neighbors
4No one will be left in Gaza. Ashkelon will 

be destroyed. By noon, the people will be 
forced to leave Ashdod. Ekronf will be empty.g 
5You Cretansh living by the sea, this message 
from the Lord is about you. Canaan,* land 
of the Philistines, you will be destroyed—no 
one will live there! 6Your land by the sea will 
become empty fields for shepherds and their 
sheep. 7Then the land will belong to the sur-
vivors* from Judah. The Lord their God will 
remember the people from Judah and restore 
their fortunes. Then they will let their sheep 
eat the grass in those fields. In the evenings 
they will lie down in the empty houses of 
Ashkelon.

8The Lord says, “I know what the people 
of Moab and Ammon did. They embarrassed 
my people. They took their land to make 
their own countries larger. 9So, as surely as 
I am alive, Moab and the people of Ammon 
will be destroyed like Sodom* and Gomor-
rah.* I am the Lord All-Powerful, the God of 
Israel, and I promise those countries will be 
destroyed completely forever. Their land will 
be overgrown with weeds. It will be like the 
land covered with salt by the Dead Sea. The 
survivors of my people will take that land and 
everything left in it.”

e 1:18 world Or “land” or “country.”
f 2:4 Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron Philistine cities. 
In Hebrew, Zephaniah is making wordplays on the 
names of these cities.
g 2:4 empty In Hebrew this word is like the word 
meaning “Philistines.” Also in verse 6.
h 2:5 Cretans People from Crete. The Philistines 
came from that island.
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10This will happen to the people of Moab 

and Ammon because they were so proud 
and cruel and humiliated the people of the 
Lord All-Powerful. 11They will be afraid 
of the Lord, because he will destroy their 
gods. Then everyone in all the faraway lands 
will worship the Lord. 12People of Ethiopia, 
this even means you! The Lord’s sword will 
kill your people. 13Then the Lord will turn 
north and punish Assyria. He will destroy 
Nineveh—that city will be like an empty, dry 
desert. 14Only sheep and wild animals will 
live in those ruins. Owls and crows will sit 
on the columns that are left standing. Their 
calls will be heard coming through the win-
dows. Crows will sit on the doorsteps. Black 
birdsa will make their homes in those empty 
houses. 15Nineveh is so proud now. It is such 
a happy city. The people think they are safe. 
They think Nineveh is the greatest place in 
the world, but it will be destroyed! It will be 
an empty place where only wild animals go 
to rest. People who pass by will whistle and 
shake their heads when they see how badly 
the city was destroyed.

The Future of Jerusalem

3 1Jerusalem, your people fought against 
God. They hurt other people, and you 

have been stained with sin. 2They didn’t lis-
ten to me or accept my teachings. Jerusalem 
didn’t trust the Lord. Jerusalem didn’t go to 
her God. 3Jerusalem’s leaders are like roaring 
lions. Her judges* are like hungry wolves that 
come in the evening to attack the sheep—
and in the morning nothing is left. 4Her 
prophets* are always making secret plans to 
get more and more. Her priests have treated 
holy* things as if they were not holy. They 
have done bad things to God’s teachings. 5But 
God is still in that city, and he continues to 
be good. He does not do anything wrong. He 
continues to help his people. Morning after 
morning he makes good decisions for them. 
Not a day passes without his justice. He never 
gives a decision that is crooked or is some-
thing to be ashamed of.

6The Lord says, “I have destroyed whole 
nations and their defense towers. I destroyed 
their streets and now no one goes there any-
more. Their cities are empty—no one lives 
there anymore. 7I tell you this so that you will 
learn a lesson. I want you to fear and respect 
me. If you do this, your home will not be 
destroyed, and I will not have to punish you 
the way I planned.” But those evil people only 
wanted to do more of the same evil things 
they had already done!

8The Lord said, “So just wait! Wait for me 
to stand and judge you. I have the right to 
bring people from many nations and use them 
to punish you. I will use them to show my 
anger against you. I will use them to show 

a 2:14 Black birds Or “cedar beams.”

how upset I am—and the whole country will 
be destroyed. 9Then I will change people 
from other nations so that they can speak 
the language clearly and call out the name of 
the Lord. They will all worship me together, 
shoulder to shoulder, as one people. 10People 
will come all the way from the other side of 
the river in Ethiopia. My scattered people will 
come to me. My worshipers will come and 
bring their gifts to me.

11“Then, Jerusalem, you will no longer be 
ashamed of the wrong things your people do 
against me. That is because I will remove all 
the bad people from Jerusalem. I will take 
away all the proud people. There will not be 
any of them on my holy mountain.b 12I will let 
only meek and humble people stay in my city, 
and they will trust the Lord’s name. 13The 
survivors* of Israel will not do bad things 
or tell lies. They will not try to trick people 
with lies. They will be like sheep that eat and 
lie down in peace—and no one will bother 
them.”

A Happy Song
 14  Jerusalem, sing and be happy!
   Israel, shout for joy!
   Jerusalem, be happy and have fun!
 15  The Lord stopped your punishment.
   He destroyed your enemies’ strong 

towers.
   King of Israel, the Lord is with you.
   You don’t need to worry about anything 

bad happening.
 16  At that time Jerusalem will be told,
  “ Be strong, don’t be afraid!
 17  The Lord your God is with you.
   He is like a powerful soldier.
   He will save you.
   He will show how much he loves you
   and how happy he is with you.
   He will laugh and be happy about you,
 18  like people at a party.
   I will take away your shame.
   I will make them stop hurting you.c

 19  At that time I will punish those who hurt 
you.

   I will save my hurt people
   and bring back those who were forced 

to leave.
   I will give them praise and honor 

everywhere,
   even in places where they suffered 

shame.
 20  At that time I will lead you back home.
   I will bring your people back together.
   I will cause people everywhere to honor 

and praise you.
   You will see me bring back all the 

blessings you once had.”
   This is what the Lord said.

b 3:11 holy mountain Mount Zion, one of the moun‑
tains Jerusalem was built on.
c 3:18 The Hebrew text here is hard to understand.
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