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Triangles That Establish and Secure the Home
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Purpose of the Home: To Glorify God
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Problems in the Home
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Focus on God
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Acknowledge Dependence on God

BMHX AT, WELKRBGEE, LA NAEIMAE A5k
fhe JUFELUCRIRAIN =2, =S K& THAE —DICFE S, Bl
fATERAE “E S XM B —E S E, (HE s
HoER; BR—EASET), ERMERECEK, #RH, #n
Ko MEART Y, HEM—EEGHEE. RAISPKIIKABEA
Zatk, #2 “Bds, BOM. 7 BaEel, ATRKABAZEK
FERN o ATV OREE RN BAL A FE W EATEE T AN E S AL,
AN CHIEES .

WIEEATE 2 —F . I ERIUKNE AL, ARMEA
WEEES] . ARG RKIKER, N TERM T RRAmTE, RAEX
REGF BRI R BB A AL, iR A — A Nkt
K1, FRAECRARAZE KA A, e ? o
e “EARKREMEE —NEERT . L
T, “=ANMTRARNET . BRECD
AR TR EA, (BRI B AT N
Bo XA R “UKEET .

an SRR T T R = B A B U i, AR
2, R T ORAE: AAMEZE T
KEE, AN EAREE R Ewh. HE BRI E
Y, “KINHCORMERZMAZ AGHEM; BATe RERFR! 7
HrASREE 5:3) . ELEREAT, HAHGEM &R, AL
Z ), AT CABATTRT DR A 8 AT BT e A A WA SE . i R AE L
ST EATA BHTT, WTREAIA R R 2 A MR E . & IR
e BANAERF AT, 27T, FKEELE, FRMEE; WFEIETH Z e ?
BB GER ] 5 R B 28 R MR . 4 RIA TAE
AR 2 A RIS PR R A3 R TR . R B AS
B HA T EA . M St EiEREY A 5 EAR A vt R,

10



CREEMMARSRMN, LEBI KPHH 4:13). #P X
B REEZM, BRRERY R (FREE N 12:10). %
BGER BFEI SR T L S DB e, MR TR R =
U, BIRRRE, S5 B0 TIEME, (EXLmtE
By, ERIERER, HBL, WE, RSP, BRI
SR R, SRR B E X, W . A
FEUBFIIR 40 4, RN T Lk BRI ] £ 24 0 A e
HeSiERh.

Wi, A o s B S AT (O R L TR WA E 2 1
BRI I, WA, Rt BT, AEER, “RAD
£, RECHER” . AR, HERNER R R, b

B

© 2> B%. EREE—JILHE (E2) IHAFFR 22 /K.
1) W& EE CRIEED) AL myl? B A r? 4
B, WS HAEC?  CHRSRAE 280 . D

2) WK T E AERER LB A B EE A, FANZNF K E B W
B H g ?

11



BHZ A EIEN
Remember God'’s Gracious Acts
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Reject Popular “Gods”
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Intimacy
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Leisure-time Activities
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ENGLISH SYNOPSIS

1. Triangles That Establish and Secure the Home

We can compare the home to three triangles, the first of which represents love. The top
corner of the triangle represents God, and the bottom two corners symbolize the husband
and the wife. Both people are connected to each other by love, and each is connected to
God in the same way. God's love for mankind defines the love of one spouse for another.
The second triangle represents loyalty. If a spouse is unhappy, or if one partner falls out of
love, loyalty to the marriage and to God keeps the couple together while the problem is
being solved. The third triangle represents the marriage covenant. In marriage, a couple
makes a covenant with God, with each other and with society.

Read with spouse: Ephesians 5:21-33
1) Discussthe”Triangles’ in context of this passage.
2) Apply this passage to your own home

2. Purpose of theHome: To Glorify God
The home was not instituted by accident, neither is it a product of evolution, rather the
home was established by God. Consequently, one purpose of the home is to bring glory to
the One who made it. The choice of one's spouse can determine how happy a person will
bein life, and that choice will also be a large factor in where a person will spend eternity,
hence the choice of a marriage partner is one of life's most important decisions.

Read with spouse: Genesis 2:15-25

1) List the goals both of you have set for your home. Beginning with the most important,
list at least four goals.

2) Tdl your spouse how he/she makes up for your deficiencies.

3. Problemsin the Home

There are several reasons for the high divorce rate in the United Sates. Americais a “throw
away” society; consequently some people carry this concept over into the home. Many
people look to the wrong examples of what normal homes are. They see friends, neighbors,
co-workers and movie stars divorce, so they assume that divorce is the answer to their
problems as well. There are several causes of the increased divorce rate in China also.
Because of their work situations, some couples cannot live together; instead, they live in
different cities, causing frustration to each partner. Numerous couples cannot afford to
move out of a parent’s house and live on their own, and so their home is stressed. Divorce
can be avoided if each spouse will love, serve, encourage, share with, be thoughtful of and
forgive each other.

Read with spouse: Galatians 5:13-26

1) Tdl your spouse candidly what “fruits of the Spirit” you need to develop in your own
life

2) Ask your spouse to tell you honestly what “fruits of the Spirit” he/she thinks you need
to develop.

4. Focuson God
“Focus’ is as important in the home as it is in photography or sports. Since the Bible tells
us to teach our children the word of God from their youth (Deuteronomy 6:4-9), we should
begin early to read the Bible with our children. Start with a Bible story book, and then usea
simple trandlation of the entire Bible. God' s truth will serve as their foundation for life.

Read with spouse: Deuteronomy chapter 6
1) How can you use Deuteronomy chapter 6 in your home?
2) What does Deuteronomy 6:25 mean?

5. Acknowledge Dependence on God
Many people think that asking for help indicates that one is unable to be self-sufficient. We
applaud a person who goes to school, however, which in fact is admitting that one does not
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10.

know it al. All of us readily seek the service of a physician when we are sick. It should not
embarrass us, therefore, to receive help from God, and to acknowledge that heis our refuge
and strength.

Read with spouse: Psalms 22

1) What crisis did King David face when he wrote this? What did he do? Who in the New
Testament quoted this psalm? (Jesus when on the cross.)

2) If King David and Jesus needed to rely on God, should we always try to be sdf-
sufficient?

. Remember God’s Gracious Acts

Just as Moses instructed his people to recite from generation to generation how God freed
the Hebrews from Egyptian slavery, we too should instill in our children how God has
blessed and cared for our families. Teach children the importance of family. Who painted
that picture? Who isin that old photograph? What is the history of our dining room table?

Read with spouse: Psalm 78

1) Recount what God has done in your lifeto bring you to the present.

2) List how God has lead, blessed, comforted and disciplined your family. Save this list
and teach it to your children and grandchildren.

. Rgect Popular * Gods”

Deuteronomy 6:14 demanded that the Hebrews stay away from the gods of the nations
around them. Today, we not only must refuse to bow before idals, but we also should reject
the gods of money, materialism, sex, amusement, education, etc. Teach children that all
these things are temporary, and then determine to set before children a proper example
regarding these things.

Read with spouse: Romans 12
1) What “gods’ does Paul mention in the passage?
2) What “gods’ do you need to dispose from your heart, your lifeand in your family?

. Intimacy

How much intimacy do children see and fedl in your home? Do they feel free to discuss
any subject? Would they share their inner-most thoughts with you? Have or will you
discuss sex with your children? Reading through the entire Bible with your children is a
good way for sex and other sensitive subjects to come up naturally, and to be discussed in a
wholesome and Godly environment.

Read with spouse: Proverbs chapter 5
1) What wisdom does the father in Proverbs 5 share with his son/daughter?
2) Hasyour child ever shared his inter-most thoughts with you? What was your reaction?

. Lesure-time Activities

“Daddy! Come play with mel” is a sentence heard often, but in our modern society, some
parents find it difficult to spend quality time with their children. It's important, however,
not to let children think they take second place to your work and other activities. The
importance of recreation can be seen in the English word itself—to “re-create” oneself and
one sfamily.

Read with spouse: Proverbs 14:30; 15:13, 30; 17:22

1) Within the past six months, what have you and your spouse done solely for the purpose
of “relaxation” and “fun?’

2) List six things you would like to do or six places you would like to go to “re-create”
yourself and your family.

TheBibleisaHandbook for the Home
Most every item we buy comes with an instruction manual or handbook, everything that is
except marriage and children. God created mankind, and he established the home, thus the
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12.

Bible serves as the best handbook for happy and successful homemaking, and for raising
children.

Read with spouse: Proverbs 1:1-7; 2:1-11; 22:6; 23:12-14; Psalms 119:9-11,105; 2 Timothy
1:5-7; 3:15-17

1) Why isthe Bible a*handbook for the home?’

2) Discuss and plan how to make the Bible the handbook for your home.

TheHomeisHoly Therefore SexisHoly

God created sex, so sex is good and sex is holy. God created the home, and God provided
sexual relations as a joyful element in marriage. Images from Hollywood, and the
“playboy mindset,” are perversions of sex, and are totally self-centered lifestyles. Sexual
intercourse, as God intended, however, is natural, beautiful and holy; it is an expression of
love between husband and wife.

Read with spouse. Song of Solomon (best to read entire book, but at least read ch. 4). 1

Corinthians 7:1-5; 6:15-20

1) Why did God create sex? Why did God enable mankind to have sexual activity? (Give
at least two or threereasons.)

2) Discuss with your spouse how you can make him/her happier.

Should | Divorce?

What sentence is sadder than, “1 want a divorce!?” Should a couple divorce when they face
problems? God doesn't intend for homes to be broken. When Jesus discussed adultery and
divorce, he emphasized thereby how holy and important the marriage covenant is; hence
people should not divorce on a whim. What should you do when you face huge marriage
problems (other than adultery)? When ill-treated, how should you react? Probe your own
heart, actions and attitudes. Your spouse's actions were wrong, but what about your
attitudes? Forgive your spouse. Someone said, “Forgiveness doesn't make the other person
right, it sets you free.” Yes, you hope your spouse will repent, but don't wait on that. God
forgave you; you forgive your spouse. Forgive, and then try to rebuild your home.

Read with spouse: Matthew 5:31-32; 19:1-12; 1 Corinthians 7:8-40; Matthew 18:15-35.

1) Why should you forgive your spouse when he/she offends or sins against you?

2) In private, each spouse list ten specific things you can do to make your spouse know
that you love, appreciate and are thankful for hinvher. Do each of these things during
the next two months.
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