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Teach Children to Obey Parents
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Give Children a Loving Home
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Establish Rules for Children

LB R, EHMONEE 7 B, s TP B, BF PR
AR, TR T WIREE, RT.

i Sk — 48], FAR R EE B A A BT . MELIFEE
TR 5, PIXEECE TR B, RIRsaaiii
Ko WIRELL FKEMEL T, EEEAN! XM ZAR D
B, BEAUHK, Pl A S FiE

QAT AN £ 5~ SERUAE, LA R, PR E ? AR R L.

XA SR IHA B LM BT IHLFH L #2005 N Z [ 37 1)
“Yio 7 M S ANKIRR, BEILA . T4, B, L R —
RINIK AR HEENEERICHMEMRERL. HL, MHEMEHK
i1, FATHRATLAASE R, HAR CEE LKk L.

LEnFRATAE 2 IH L B0 28 = e B, il B A X A AR R A7
AT AR R 2R — T AN R G . s I B AN,
FE AR TCAE TE 0 P& P A7 el B o R AT R B — 2 R SR A
AT RN UYL, UK BT ARES AT AZ, (E AR
R ERER TR A RERZ ! BATHE &7t — . IR
AFIE AN AP, 2B 2 R mm i, BeREG, 4
B R H CRR, ZTIFARTEEARFH. REMIERNL
BE R, RZTIFAFE. AsHRANWIRGERZ 7 1A
Ho

BHE DR TR Ja kI R 2 ARG, EE
T ER, WeERRT . MEIMAIIES 7. L2455 K,
Yl:  “BEARIRIG 13y M ARAN AT RZ B ASA BRI £ 1A
RARATT I E RORLFEIN, , R AN AR K, B R PR AT £
T MR EBERE T, R T, RIRERE 1, BRI in
], AREZAERZRE, AR EATAWI L E R XFE, T
FNiE B CHEAETE



spe — 1k

BB RET . WOR(UGE M A T, T AR T
BT, AR 2 AR I AR A . M T 2 B T
Rl BATNET R, R T #, ER RO kT &, T
RIS E T, (B0 2 — [, BZAE TR,
B fF o, SRR 5 . R N, TR, TSR R
B LI TR RIS T . AR AE F R, TR
REER “27 M.

Bom, FATEEG. R, MR N\ KA NI 2 E o5t T
B, 45 TET, HEMEIA, RIEIEREA AR, DUERER I
VAR B RIAT, iR A K R O BR B . MR KB R
fibik [ OB LT AR A, WO R S AR AR, RAITHET
—H, EHAET T LI, EWHbGT: SENBER, B
RIATESIR T, (ERISE N T REE, FRER, KRB
T, IREET R Rk, BEREUMEER, 1FRT?

B TR, — AT A AR, — K TR R
. EHESEE, EEPTEIAAON E R, K AR
SN

SRR, R RERE—RE, WAIEES, RS R T 4
77, AR SR M G — 5 T, WOIE A “ 2R fr 2967

BIF.

TR R S T 2

/

bl



T N EAERE
Give Children a Reliable Standard
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Teach Children to say Thank You

FRCIMK, WA REHRTEB L, BZT R, RIAEAEREE
A, FIRR A AN SR A RIALSE, B DA % = i i — 26 58
E K pE, FAT R JE BRI A RS FAG 3 —)E 7R, A A
BRAERNER, WA LFTEMESZ. RERBEURBKEH 2 TR
QAT i S

BNEWREHS, WRENZFAIEILE, RO ABERM
JINETF BRI RE M —& . XIRNELE, MAshE KT HF
FIFLEZ 007 1) James Bond —#f, AidAbATTATEL 007 FI3E2 1. 3
WEREWIL—%, HRBREREFERNET. NLTFALLIEE LS
o RE AR, EEEKILTFRE.

TS ERIT T BRI, X TR Bt fh R SERGE A
FPE B IR A, oz B AHOmmt AR BLER L . 32 IR BE U
BIFAETF T EA ERNTE VLR “aR” . wa i, HrE by, I
MITEIR XL, KED AT E C% T IE R TN E AR, AR
“ERZREFIEMEAE . 7 AT A W EE, R E A AE B
HE,

XA PTA mh S A —FF, Zedh b ERab g e, the K B
T AR, B BERAKS . FEanEE, kT Kk
”

JUAN 2R, RSBk TR, RIEIERN. RAKES A
T . AR RIS T, ARG . (ERAR IR 4 K
Lt e, FRM . RBRBAT A, Box BT NS
REBER T, XAZN, IREAGERME? iy HAREME & 8 7 -

¥, HERII.

“TRESLIGY, JEWEIEEFPN <. RARME LET,
PRI —Z 2.



WA T H, FREME W AERAM B2 mr, ksl
BAEHI NI . ZAXHERIXE, ZAEHERNZT. IVIMI—A)K
iy, ARt NS AR E-—Ek.

Hosg, FATERIZX RO FATIAAF IR Z o HEBRAT#0IE, PR
B TFIVME TR, B TR K —FEH CREReE 1, S2A)
REMBE 7o KA B TE TR R HSERIE S o AN R X A7
T WATESER s, BE A, S Ay, AT Sl
FERAVEFE PR, W —AEE T U

NZIE], AT AR IX A I ?

AR, A RIEERA MU —FU, A3 RERRAR -
YT AR R A — A U e 2k, Rt ZIRE R,
o

10



Tk

Teach Children to Give
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Give Children an Example
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Teach Children to Resist Temptation
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Teach Children to Overcome Problems
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Teach Children to Take Responsibility for Their Actions
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Teach Children to Respect Others
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English Synopsis

Teach Children to Obey Parents

We used to think that “filial piety” is a Chinese concept that you would not find in other
cultures. Some people fault Christians for failing to be filial to their parents. But as a matter of
fact, the Bible has numerous instances teaching children to honor their parents. As a matter of
fact, honoring parents is a Biblical concept that is not so much contradictory to the time-
honored Chinese value as it is consistent with it.

Contrary to the myth in China that Americans leave their parents on their own, | have found,
from my personal encounters with American Christians, that many of them do honor their
parents. Versesfor today: Ephesians 6:1-3; Exodus 20:12

Give Children a Loving Home

Christians believe in love. And we see the best demonstration of this in their homes. |
believe families are created to be a loving environment. However, we should not overdo the
lovein away that kids get spoiled.

A common mistake parents commit is that they put their children at the center of the family.
Everything revolves around the kids. It is as if the kids are the bosses. As a matter of fact,
parents should be the head, and the center of all families. Otherwise, when kids grow old and
leave their home, then thereis trouble in the empty nest.

There is another common mistake that parents mistake. They both love their kids. However,
the husband and wife do not love each other. They think they are doing an honorable thing by
being together “for the children’s sake” No, learn to love your spouse. Otherwise, your
children will know. They need your love, and they need the love that permeates throughout all
relationshipsin your family.

Establish Rulesfor Children

Chinese often say, without rulers you cannot make good sguares. You need rules or
contracts to correct children’s behaviors and help them to distinguish between right and wrong.
This is just like the Old and New Testament. “Testament” translates into agreements or
contracts between God and man.

The story in the Garden of Eden teaches us a lot about how parents can set and enforcerules

with their children:

1. First, tdl them about the rules. Do not imply. Make it clear to the children. Do not
assume anything. You are doing yoursdf and your child a big favor by simply telling
them what is expected and what is not. Do not beat about the bush. (God tells Adam and
Eve not to eat the fruit.)

2. Rebuke. When kids fail to honor your rules, tdl them that they have disobeyed. (God
immediately pointed out that Adam and Eve disobeyed after eating the fruit.)

3. Punishment. Kids should accept some consequence as a result of their disobedience.
(God punished Adam, Eve, and the snake.)

4. Resaffirmation of Love. Do not give the kids the impression that you do not love them.
Rather, reaffirm them that you love them, but they should learn to obey. (God sends
Jesus to reaffirm His love))

5. It won't happen all at once. Y ou need to do this again and again till they learn the ropes.
Y ou should exercise patience during the process.

Give Children a Reliable Standard

Sometimes we as parents like to discipline our children by showing examples of other
children, or we ask our children to behave a certain way simply because other kids are around.
Sometimes these standards are good, but these peer examples or benchmarks can be dusive and
unreliable, creating confusion in the long run.

If continue to use others as our children’s examples or standards, they might learn to blame
others for ther own failures or mistakes. For instance, if we ask our children not to scream
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because other kids are around, they may start to blame the other kids for their bad behavior.
They might just scream again when you are not around to discipline them. Instead you should
tell them first and foremost that screaming for no particular reason is simply wrong.

Parents should try to give more reliable moral and behavioral standards for their children.
The Bible is full of such standards, it is not your user’s manual as a parent, but it is as close as
it can get.

When Jesus asks Peter to follow Him, Peter asks: “What about John?” Jesus told Peter that
he should do what he should do, whatever John does.

Teach Children to say Thank You

The day before my friend Bond left home for college, he gave me a call simply to say thank
you for the graduation card | sent. | felt touched. A simple word of thanks can make your day.

We should teach our kids to appreciate people and things in their lives. A thankful heart
may shape a warm personality.

In the Bible, Jesus cured many diseased people, but only one of them remembered to say
thanks to Him. The rest just went away. Wouldn't it be nice to say thanks to Jesus, to our
families, to our friends, or even our enemies?

The expression “thank you” goes along way...

Teach Children to Give

For my daughter, the happiest moment of the Sunday service is when she dropped a little
money in the contribution bag that was passed along. It made her feel proud and happy. Well,
the point of thisis not how it helps your children feel better. The point is, your children should
appreciate the value and the need to give.

In today’ s societies, children grow up asking a lot but giving little. These may become a big
problem when the children go to work, get married, and when they become parents themselves.

God wants people to be cheerful givers. It is said that it is more blessed to give than to
receive. People may argue that this may put your children at a disadvantage in today’s
competitive societies. Not necessarily. Now think about it, if you are a boss, would you hire a
candidate who is so selfish that he or she does not want to make any sacrifice? And then think
about the prospect of areceiver’s marriage...

Give Children an Example

| read a story from My Daily Bread: One day, a father is walking on the beach with his son.
He is walking in front with his son behind. Suddenly, the son says: Dad, | am walking in your
steps!

Not just on the beach. We as parents have numerous chances to show our kids what kind of
people we actually are, and your children watch and they may remember that. Parents are a
great shaping force in children’s growth, and let’s remember that. Our actions speak louder
than our words. Now think. If you tell your kids to study hard, and you never read a book your-
self. How do you expect your children to behave?

There is nothing so small that you don’'t need to pay attention to in your family life. Your
children observe your words, your actions and your attitudes, and they remember.

This may not be a bad thing at all, because you can use this as an opportunity to teach them
good things. Do not think you have a lot of time to do this. Soon they will be off to schoadl,
where they can find other people that can influence them. So make good use of your influence
while you can.

Beyour children’s model. Make sure they follow the right steps because of you.

Teach Children to Resist Temptation

We live in age that is full of temptations everywhere. You cannot lock up your children in
back rooms so that they do not get exposed to them. You can develop strategies to help them
resist the temptations.

Rick Warren summarizes the mechanism of temptation into four D's:
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e Desire
e Doubt
e Deception
» Disobedience
Each of these four stages represents a challenge, but there are also many ways to help kids
address these challenges. | summarized some of the things a parent can do to deal with each of
thefour Ds.
e Desire help children understand their desires and know right from wrong.
e Doubt: help children build confidence in resisting the temptations. Often they think
they cannot resist temptations and they just give up.
e Deception: help children to develop discernment, and find the right sources of
information, and good environment to be in.
« Disobedience: help children to learn obedience from you and other authorities who try
to try to help them deal with their temptation.

Teach Children to Overcome Problems
The weather is not always fine. It sometimes snows. It sometimes rains. Difficulties abound
as we walk on the journey of life. You cannot deal with all those difficulties for your kids, but
you can teach them strategies to do this. As a matter of fact, if we handle difficulties nicely,
they accel erate personal growths.
When teaching children to deal with difficulties, teach them in three areas:
* Knowledge: the knowledge needed to deal with situations.
e Skills: theright skills for theright problems. Goliath is a giant. What does David do?
e Attitudes: teach children to look challengesin the eye. Do not easily lose heart and give
up.

Also, remember, we do not want you to put your children into difficulties. As a matter
of fact, we cannot expect that they won't run into them. We, as parents, always want to be there
for help, but we cannot always do that.

But we may find some peace in realizing that God is watching over His children all the
time, anywhere.

Teach Children to Take Responsibility for Their Actions

We as parents try to baby-proof our children’s environment so that they do not run into
trouble. But sometimes they run into trouble because of their own will, instead of the
environment. Sometimes parents fail to teach children to build mental association between their
actions and the consequences. For instance, some parents curse the floor when their children
fall.

Thereis a consequence for most, if not all, things that we do in our lives. Children should be
taught this. Sometimes, parents should allow them to suffer (in a healthy dose) for the bad
things they do. Let them learn that they cannot get away with bad things they do. If they mess
up, teach them to clean up. Do not clean up for them.

Once again, someone who does not take responsibilities will be rejected by society in most
cases. And you do not want that to happen to your children.

Teach Children to Respect Others

My daughter came back from her nursery with a pamphlet teaching parents how to teach
children about respect. Thisis surely a good thing to have, because you see numerous books on
building children’s self-respect. When was the last time you saw a book teaching children about
respecting others?

Christians practice love of neighbors in a broad sense. Other people we encounter may not
be the same as us (as a matter of fact, they never will be), but we should respect them with their
differences. This is important especially in a diverse culture. In China, there are all sorts of
prejudices, people in the city show contempt for people from the countryside, rich people
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despise poor people, etc. | beieve that it is high time we teach our children to respect others,
because God does not intend this world to be the same.
We adults live in aworld full of prgudice, but let’s try not to pass these on to our children.
That said, we cannot teach children to accept everything from others. We should teach
children to respect others without sacrificing their own beliefs and principles.

Give Children Consistent Instruction

If you are driving at night, you will notice that with two cars driving in opposite directions,
your sight is greatly obscured when both turn on headlights. The light disables instead of
enables us to see better because they are shining in opposite directions.

The same thing happens to parenting. If you try to tell your children one thing, and your
spouse offers something opposite, the effect of your teaching will be discounted. Y our children
will feel so confused that someday they will turn to somebody else for advice.

Why does this happen? Because there are many little power struggles in the family. Your
way Vs. your spouse sway. You try to win, but sometimes, you win and your children lose.

A better strategy is to develop consistence in your parenting styles. Your and your spouse
should collaborate. Do not let your ego stand in the way. If your children win, you all win.

It is important that you find good time and places to resolve your differences—anywhere
except when you are in the presence of your children. If both of you teach the same thing, your
children will beled to believe that’ s the way things should be.

But as the Bible has told us, your roles differ in such parental collaborations. Fathers often
play a more authoritative role, while the wife plays a more nurturing role. But of course this can
vary with families. You should identify what works best for your family, as long as Biblical
principles are being used. God knows what is best for your children.

Teach Children Honesty

Honesty is still the best policy, even today! God commands us not to bear false witnesses.

We sometimes find it hard to do. “What about those well-intentioned lies? What about some
harmless white lies?” Wdll, no.

Sometimes we think it iswise to use a lie as a strategy, as an emotional tool, but that almost
never works. Very often, people start with just one *harmless little white lie,” but pretty soon
they find they have to tell other lies to make sure thefirst lie does not get found out. The truth
is, the truth will come out. And often you will be embarrassed.

Children need to learn about the virtue of honesty. You have to be on constant alert and
discerning whether or when they lie. Do not give them license for doing this. If you allow your
children to lieto others, soon they will learn to lie to you.

So what do we do?

First, we make honesty a house policy;

Second, we discipline them if they lig

Third, we set a good example ourselves.
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