Song of Solomon

1 Solomon'’s
Most Wonderful Song

The Woman to the Man She Loves

2 Cover mewith kisses.

For your love is better than wine,
3 Your perfume smells wonderful,

but your name* is Sweeter

than the best perfume.
That iswhy the young women love you.

4 Take mewith you!

Let'srun away!

The king took meinto his room.
The Women of Jerusalem to the Man

Wewill rgjoice
and be happy for you.

Remember, your love is better than wine.

With good reason the young
women |ove you.

She Speaks to the Women

5 Daughters of Jerusalem,
| am dark and beautiful,
ashlack asthe tents of
Kedar and Salma.*

6 Don'tlook a how dark | am,
at how dark the sun has made me.
My brothers were angry a me.
They forced meto take care
of their vineyards.
So | could not take care of myself.*

name In Hebrew thisword sounds like the word “ perfume.”

Kedar and Salma  Arabian tribes. For “Sama’ the Hebrew has

“Solomon,” but compare “ Salma, Sdmon” in Ruth 4:20-21.
myself  Literaly, “my own vineyard.”

She Speaks to Him

" I'loveyou with al my soul!
Tel me
Where do you feed | your sneep,?
Where do you lay them, down &t noon?
| should come to be with you,
or | will belike ahired woman*
caring for the sheep of your friends!

He Speaks to Her

8 You are such abeautiful woman!
Surely you know what to do.
Go, follow the sheep.
Feed your young goats
near the shepherds' tents.

9 My darling, you are more exciting to me
than any mare among the stallions
pulling Pharaoh’s chariots.*
_Those horses have beautiful decorations
a the side of their faces
and around their necks,

1011 Here are the decorations made for you,

agolden headband*
and a silver necklace.
Y our cheeks are so beautiful
decorated with gold.
Your neck is 5o beautiful
laced with silver.

hired woman  Or, “awoman wearing a veil.” This might mean

aprostitute.

mare ... stallions Female and male horses. Only male horses

were used to pull chariots.

My darling ... chariots Literally, “To amare among Pharaoh's

chariots | compare you, my darling.”

headband We don't know the exact meaning of this Hebrew

word. It might be a headband with decorations dangling at
the cheeks.
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She Speaks My lover's |eft arm is under my head,
12 Thesmell of my perfume reaches out and hisright arm holds me.

to the king lying on his couch. Wornen of Jerusalem, promise me

D

~

13 My loverislike by the gazelles and wild deer,
asmall bag of myrrh* around my neck,, don’t wake love,
lying al night between my breasts. don't arouse love,
14 My loverislike until I am ready.*
acluster of henna* flowers
near the vineyards of En-gedi. She Speaks Again
g o
He Speaks I hl?le{err (ran% Icg\ﬁr EB“T,v0|ce.

15 My darling, you are so beautiful!
Oh, you are beautiful!
Your eyes are like doves.

jumping over the mountains,
skipping over the hills,
My lover islikeagazelle

(=]

She Speaks or ayoung deer.

16 You are so handsome, my lover! Look a him standing behind our wall,

Yes, and so charming staring out the window,

Our bed is so fresh and pleasant!* looking through the lattice *

17" The beams of our house are cedar.

The rafters arefir. 10 My lover spesksto me,

- “ Get up, my darling, my beautiful one,

2 | am a crocus on the plain, Lef' sgo away!

alily inthevalleys. 1

Look, winter is past,
the rains have come and gone,

The flowers are blooming in the fields.
It'stimeto sing!*

Listen, the doves have returned.

Y oung figs are growing on the fig trees.
Smell the vinesin bloom.

Get up, my darling, my beautiful one,

He Speaks

2 My darling, among other women,
you are like alily among thorns!

—
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She Speaks

3 My lover, among other men,
you are an gpple tree among the wild

. ] IH
treesin the forest! Let'sgo away!
14 My dove
h k he Women i . .
| She i?ea.s to tl ¢ 0 shead _ hiding in the caves high on the cliff,
enjoy Stting Inmy 10Ver's natow, hidden here on the mountain,
hisfruit is so sweet to my taste. |
4 My lover took me to the wine house; gmeseeyol,
Hisintent toward mewaslove. et me hear your vice.
' Y our voiceis so pleasant,
5 Strengthen mewith raising;* and you are so beautiful!
refresh me with apples,
because | am weak with love* She Speaks to the Women
15 Catch the foxesfor us—
myrrh A perfume made from the gum of certain plants. the little foxes that spoil the vineyard!
henna A plant with sweet smelling, blue-yellow flowers that Our vineyard isnow in bloom.
grow in clusters (groups) like grapes.
fresh and pleasant  Or, “lushand green” like afresh field of grass.
crocuson theplain - Or, “arose of Sharon.” until  amready Literally, “until it desires.”
raisins Or, “raisin cakes.” lattice A wooden screen over awindow.

| am weak with love  Or, “I am lovesick.” sing Or, “prune.”
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16 My loverismine,
and | am hig!
My lover feeds among the lilies,
1 whilethe day breathesits|ast breath
and the shadows run away.
Turn, my lover,
be like a gazelle or ayoung deer
on the cleft mountaing!*

She Speaks

At night on my bed,
| look for theman | love.
| looked for him,
but | could not find him!

2 [ will get up now!
| will go around the city.
In the streets and squares,
| will look for theman | love.

| looked for him,
but | could not find him!
3 The guards patrolling the city found me.
| asked them,
“ Have you seen the man | love?’

4 | had just left the guards
when | found theman | love!
| held him.
| would not et him go,
while | took him to my mother’s house,
to the room of she who bore* me.

She Speaks to the Women

5 Women of Jerusalem, promise me,
by the gazelles and wild deer,
don’t wake love,
don't arouse love,

until | am ready.*

He and His Bride

6 Whoisthiswoman
coming from the desert*
 with thislarge group of people,?

the cleft mountains Or, “the mountains of Bether” or “the
mountains of spice.”

bore Or, “taught.” See 8:2.

until  amready Literaly, “until it desires.”

woman coming from the desert  See8:5.
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_The dust rises behind them,
like clouds of smoke
from burning myrrh and frankincense*
and other spices.*

T Look, Solomon's traveling chair!*
There are 60 soldiers guarding it.
Strong soldiers of Israel!
8  All of them are trained fighting men;
their swords a their side,
ready for any danger of the night!

9 King Solomon made atraveling chair*
for himself.
The wood came from Lebanon.
10 The poleswere made from silver,
the supports were made from gold.
The seat was covered with purple cloth.
It was inlaid with love
by the women of Jerusalem.

11 Women of Zion, come out
and see King Solomon
See the crown* his mother put on him
the day he was married,
the day he was so happy!

He Speaks to Her

My darling, you are so beautiful!
Oh, you are beautiful!
Your eyesare like doves
under your veil.
Your hair islong and flowing,,
like little goats dancing
down the slopes of Mount Gilead.
2 Your teeth are white like ewes
just coming from their bath.
They dl givebirth to twins;
Not one of them haslost a baby.

4

myrrh and frankincense Expensive spices that smell sweet
when burned.

spices  Literally, “powders of the trader.” These were imported
spicesand incense.

traveling chair A kind of chair that rich people traveled in.
These chairs were covered and had poles that daves used to
carry them.

crown  Thismight be awreath of flowers he wore on his head at
hiswedding.

ewes Femalegoats.
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3 Yourlipsarelikeared silk thread.
Y our mouth is beautiful.

Y our temples* under your vell

arelike two dlices of pomegranate*
4 Your neck islong and thin
like David’ stower.

That tower was built to be decorated*
with athousand shields on itswalls,
with the shields of powerful soldiers.

5 Your breastsare
like twin fawns,*
like twins of agazelle*
feeding among the lilies.
6 | will go to that mountain of myrrh*
and to that hill of frankincense*
while the day breathesitslast breath,
and the shadows run away.

7 My darling, you are beautiful al over.
Y ou have no blemishes* anywhere!
8  Comewith me, my bride, from Lebanon.
Come with me from L ebanon.
Come from the peak of Amana,*
from the top of Senir* and Hermon,
fromthelion’s caves,
from the mountain of the leopards!
9 My darling,* my bride, you excite me!
You have stolen my heart
with just one of your eyes,
with just one of the jewels
from your necklace.
10 Your loveis o beautiful, my darling,*
my bride!
Your love is better than wine;
The smell of your perfume
is better than any kind of spice!

temples The sides of the head.

pomegranate A red fruit with many tiny seeds inside it. Each
seed is covered with a soft, tasty part of the fruit.

Your neck ... decorated Or “Your neck is like David's tower,
built with rows of stone.” This would mean she wore many
necklaces, one above the other, which looked like rows of
stonein atower.

fawns  Baby deer.

gazelle Ananimd like adeer or antelope.

myrrh A kind of perfume made from the sap of plants.

frankincense  An expensive perfume from Arabia

blemishes  Ugly marks.

Amana The name of amountain in Lebanon.

Senir - The Amorite word for “Snow Mountain.” This means
Mount Hermon.

darling Literaly, “sister.”

SONG OF SOLOMON 4:3-5:1

11 My bride, your lips drip honey.
Honey and milk are under your tongue.
Your clothes smell as sweet as perfume.*
12 My darling,* my bride, you are pure,
like alocked garden,
You arelike alocked pool,
aclosed fountain.
13 Your limbsarelike agarden
filled with pomegranates*
and other pleasant fruit;
with all the best spices.
henna,* 14nard,* saffron,* calamus,*
and cinnamon.*
LYour limbs are like a garden,
filled with trees of frankincense,*
myrrh* and aloes.*
You arelike a garden fountain,
awell of fresh water,
flowing down from the mountains
of Lebanon.

—
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She Speaks

16 Wake up, north wind!
Come, south wind!
Blow on my garden.
Spread its sweet smell.
Let my lover enter his garden,
and eat its pleasant fruit.

He Speaks

My darling* my bride,

| have entered my garden.

| have gathered my myrrh* and spice.

| have eaten my honey and honeycomb.
| have drunk my wine and milk.

The Women Speak to the Lovers

Dearest friends, eat, drink!
Be drunk with love!

perfume Or, “Lebanon.”

henna A plant with sweet smelling, blue-yellow flowers that
grow in clusters (groups) like grapes.

nard A very expensive oil from the root from the nard plant. It
was used as a perfume.

saffron A kind of yellow flower used in making perfume.

calamus A kind of reed plant used in making perfume.

cinnamon A kind of plant used as a spice and in making
perfume.

aloes  Perfume made from a special kind of tree.



SONG OF SOLOMON 5:2-6:1

She Speaks
2 | amasleen,
but my heart is awake.
| hear my lover knocking.
“ Open to me, my darling,* my love,

my dove, my perfect one!

My head is soaked with dew.

My hair iswet with the mist
of the night.”

w

“| have taken off my robe.
| don’t want to put it on again.
| have washed my fest,
| don’t want to get them dirty again.”

4 But my lover put his hand
through the opening,*
and | felt sorry for him.*
5> | got up to open for my lover,
myrrh dripping from my hands,
myrrh* scented otion dripped from my
fingers onto the hanales of the lock.
6 | opened for my lover,
but my lover had turned away
and was gone!
| nearly died
when he came and went.*
| looked for him,
but | couldn’t find him;
| called for him,
but he didn’t answer me,
7 The guards patrolling the city found me.
They hit me.
They hurt me.
The guards on the wall
took my robe* from me.

darling Literaly, “sister.”

put his hand through the opening  Or “pulled his hand from
the opening.” In one sense, this might refer to alock and key.
Some ancient keys were shaped like a hand. The key was
inserted through a hole in the door, and the “fingers’ fit into
special holes that allowed the bolt to slide, locking and
unlocking the door.

| felt sorry for him  Literally, “My insides stirred for him.”

myrrh A kind of perfume made from the sap of plants. Here
thisis probably a reminder the lover left to show he had come
by her house.

| nearly died ... went  Or, “My soul |eft when he spoke.”

robe Or, “vell, apiece of cloth used to cover aperson’sface”
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8 | tell you, women of Jerusalem,
if you find my lover,
tell him | am weak with love*

The Women of Jerusalem Answer Her

9 Beautiful woman, how isyour lover
different from other lovers?
Isyour lover better than other lovers?
|sthat why you ask us
to make this promise?

She Answers the Women of Jerusalem

10 My lover istanned and radiant (shining).
He would stand out anong 10,000 men.
11 Hishead islike the purest gold.
Hishair is curly
and asblack asaraven.
12 Hiseyesarelike doveshy astream,
like dovesinapool of milk,
Jikeajewel, inits setting.
13 Hischeeksare like agarden of spices,
like flowers used for perfume.
Hislips arelike, lilies*
dripping with liquid myrrh*
14 Hisarmsarelike gold rods,
filled with jewels.
Hisbody islike smooth ivory
with sapphires* setinit.
15 Hislegsarelike marble pillars,
on bases of fine gold.
He standstall
like the finest cedar tree in Lebanon!
16 Yes, women of Jerusalem,
my lover isthe most desirable.
His mouth isthe sweetest of all.
Thatismy lover,
that ismy darling.

The Women of Jerusalem Speak to Her

Beautiful woman,
where has your lover gone?
Which way did your lover go?
Tell us so we can help you look for him.

| am weak with love Literally, “| am lovesick.”

lily Kind of flower. Hereit is probably ared flower.
myrrh A kind of perfume made from the sap of plants.
sapphires  Blue stones.
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She Answers the Women of Jerusalem

2 My lover has gone down to his garden,
to the flower beds of spices.
He went to feed in the gardens,
and gather thelilies.
3 | belong to my lover,
and my |over belongsto me.
He s the one feeding among the lilies.

He Speaks to Her
4 My darling,
you are as beautiful as Tirzah,*
as pleasant as Jerusalem;
as awesome asthose fortified cities.*
5 Don'tlook at me!
Y our eyes excite me too much!
And your hair islong and flowing;,
like little goats dancing
down the dopes of Mount Gilead.
6 Your teeth are white like ewes
just coming from their bath.
They dl give birth to twins.
Not one of them haslost a baby.
" Your temples* under your veil*
arelike dlices of pomegranate.*

8  There might be 60 queens
and 80 women servants,*
and young women too many to count,
9 Dut thereis only one woman for me,
my dove,
my perfect one.
Sheisthe favorite of her mother,
Her mother’s favorite child!
The young women see her and praise her.
Even the queens and women servants
praise her.

Tirzah Oneof the capitals of northern Isral.

fortified cities We are not sure of the exact meaning of the
Hebrew word here and in verse 10.

ewes Female goats.

temples The sides of the head.

veil A pieceof cloth used to cover a person’sface.

pomegranate A red fruit with many tiny seeds inside it. Each
seed is covered with a soft, tasty part of the fruit.

women servants  Or, “concubines,” dave women who were like
wivesto aman.

SONG OF SOLOMON 6:2-7:2

The Women Praise Her

10 Whoisthat young woman?
She shines out like the dawn.
Sheisas pretty as the moon,
Sheisasradiant asthe sun,
Sheis as awesome as those
armiesin the sky.*

She Speaks

11| went down to the grove of walnut trees,
to see the fruit of the valley,
to seeif the vines were in bloom,
to seeif the pomegranatest had budded.
Before | redlized it,*
my soul had placed mein the chariots*
of theking's people.*

[y
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The Women of Jerusalem Call to Her

13- Come hack, come back, Shulamith!*
Come back, come back,
0 we may ook at you.

Why are you staring at Shulamith,
as she dances the Mahanaim dance?

He Praises Her Beauty

Princess,* your feet are beautiful
inthose sandals.
The curves of your thighs are like jewelry
made by an artist.
2 Your navel islike around cup;*
may it never be without wine,

those armies in the sky  We are not sure of the exact meaning
of the Hebrew word here and in verse 4.

Before | realized it In Hebrew this verse is very hard to
understand.

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. But here this might
mean one of the traveling chairs, asin 3:7.

theking'speople Or, “Amminadib,” or “my kingly people.”

Shulamith  Or, “Shulamite.” The word might be the feminine
form of the name " Solomon.” This could mean she was or
would become the bride of Solomon. This name might aso
mean, “perfect, a peace” or “woman from Shunem.”

Mahanaim dance Or, “the victory dance,” or “the dance of the
two camps.”

Princess Literally, “Bath Nadib: Daughter of a prince.” Thisis
like the word “Amminadib” in 6:12.

round cup  Or “turned bowl,” a stone bowl made on a lathe and
used for mixing wine before it is poured into cups. This might
also mean abowl shaped like a crescent or half-moon.



SONG OF SOLOMON 7:3-8:6

Your belly islike apile of wheat
bordered with lilies.
3 Your breasts are like twin fawns*
of ayoung gazelle.*
4 Your neck islike an ivory tower.
Your eyes are like the poolsin Heshbon
near the gate of Bath Rabbim.
Your noseislike the tower of Lebanon
which looks toward Damascus.
5 Your head islike Carmel,
and the hair on your head islike silk.
Your long flowing hair
captures even aking!
6 Youareso beautiful!
And so pleasant!
A lovely, delightful young woman!
7 Youaretal,
astall asapamtree.
And your breasts are like
the clusters of fruit on that tree.
8 | would loveto climb that tree,
and take hold of its branches.

May your breasts be like
clusters of grapes
and your fragrance* like apples.
9 May your mouth be like the best wine,
flowing straight to my love,
flowing gently to the Sleepers' lips.

She Speaks to Him

10 | belong to my lover,
and he wants me!
11 Come, my lover,
let’s go out into the field,
let’s spend the night in the vill ages.

12 Let'sget up early and go to the vineyards.
Let'sseeif the vinesarein bloom.
Let'sseeif the blossoms have opened

and if the pomegranates* arein bloom.
There | will giveyou my love.

fawns Baby deer.

gazelle Ananimal like adeer or antelope.

fragrance Literally, “breath of your nose.”

pomegranates A red fruit with many tiny seeds inside it. Each
seed is covered with a soft, tasty part of the fruit.
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13 Smell the mandrakes*
and dl the pleasant flowers
by our door!
Yes, | have saved many pleasant things
for you, my lover.
Pleasant things, new and old!

8LI f, you were a baby, like my little brother
nursing at his mother's breasts, then if |
found you outside, | could kiss you, and no
one would say it was wrong! 2l would lead
you into my mother's house, to the room of
she who taught me. | would give you spiced
wine squeezed from my pomegranate.*

She Speaks to the Women

His|eft arm is under my head,
and hisright hand holds me.

w

4 Women of Jerusalem, promise me,
don't wake love,
don't arouse love,
until | am ready.*

The Women of Jerusalem Speak

5 Whoisthiswoman
coming from the desert,
leaning on her lover?

She Speaks to Him

| woke you under the apple tree,
where your mother bore you,
where you were born.
6 Keepme near you, like ased
you wear over your heart,
like asignet ring*
you wear on your hand.
Loveisasstrong as death.
Passionisas strong asthe grave.*
Its sparks become a flame
and it grows to become a grest firel*

mandrakes Plants with roots that look like people. People
thought these plants had the power to make people fall in
love.

until | anready Literally, “until it desires.”

seal ... signet ring Things that were pressed into clay or hot
wax to leave a specia mark. This mark was like a person's
signature, o it was very important not to lose these things.

thegrave Or, “Sheal,” the place where dead people go.

great fire  Or, “theflame of the Lord.”
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A flood cannot put out love.
Rivers cannot drown love.

Would people despise aman for giving
everything he ownsfor love!

Her Brothers Speak

Wehavealittle sister,

and her breasts are not yet grown.
What should we do for our sister

when aman comes asking to marry her.

If shewereawal,

wewould put silver trim* around her.
If she were adoor,

we would put a cedar board around her.

She Answers Her Brothers
[ amawal,
and my breasts are my towers.
And heis satisfied with me!*

trim  Or “supports.” Often horizontal beams and towers were
built into walls to strengthen and support them. But here this
seems to be a decoration.

he is satisfied with me  Literally, “In his eyes | find peace” In
Hebrew thisis aso like the names* Solomon” and “ Shulamith.”

1

12

13

14

SONG OF SOLOMON 8:7-14

He Speaks

Solomon had avineyard at Baal Hamon.
He put menin charge of that
field of grapes.
And each man brought in grapes
worth 1,000 shekels* of silver.

Solomon, you can keep your 1,000 shekels.
Give 200 shekelsto each man
for the grapes he brought.
But | will keep my own field of grapes!

He Speaks to Her
Thereyou sit, in the garden,
friends are listening to your voice.
Let me hear it too!

She Speaks to Him
Hurry, my lover.
Belike agazelle* or ayoung deer
on the mountains of spice!

1,000 shekels  About 25 pounds.
gazelle  Ananimal like adeer or antelope.
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