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Matthew 1:1 1 Matthew 1:25

The Good News According
toMatthew

1The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ,* the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

2 Abraham became the father of
Isaac. Isaac became the father of
Jacob. Jacob became the father of
Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah be-
came the father of Perez and Zerah
by Tamar. Perez became the father
of Hezron. Hezron became the father
of Ram. 4 Ram became the father
of Amminadab. Amminadab became
the father of Nahshon. Nahshon be-
came the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon
became the father of Boaz by Rahab.
Boaz became the father of Obed by
Ruth. Obed became the father of
Jesse. 6 Jesse became the father of
King David. David the king† became
the father of Solomon by herwho had
been Uriah’s wife. 7 Solomon became
the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam
became the father of Abijah. Abijah
became the father of Asa. 8 Asa be-
came the father of Jehoshaphat. Je-
hoshaphat became the father of Jo-
ram. Joram became the father of
Uzziah. 9 Uzziah became the father
of Jotham. Jotham became the father
of Ahaz. Ahaz became the father of
Hezekiah. 10Hezekiah became the fa-
ther of Manasseh. Manasseh became
the father of Amon. Amon became
the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah became
the father of Jechoniah and his broth-
ers at the time of the exile to Babylon.

12After the exile to Babylon, Jecho-
niah became the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel became the father of Zerub-
babel. 13 Zerubbabel became the fa-
ther of Abiud. Abiud became the
father of Eliakim. Eliakim became the
father of Azor. 14 Azor became the
father of Zadok. Zadok became the

father of Achim. Achim became the
father of Eliud. 15 Eliud became the
father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the
father of Matthan. Matthan became
the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob became
the father of Joseph, the husband of
Mary, from whom was born Jesus,‡
who is called Christ.

17So all the generations fromAbra-
ham to David are fourteen genera-
tions; fromDavid to the exile to Baby-
lon fourteen generations; and from
the carrying away to Babylon to the
Christ, fourteen generations.

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was
like this: After his mother, Mary, was
engaged to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found pregnant by
the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her hus-
band, being a righteous man, and not
willing to make her a public example,
intended to put her away secretly.
20 But when he thought about these
things, behold,§ an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid
to take to yourself Mary as your wife,
for thatwhich is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. 21 She shall give birth
to a son. You shall name him Jesus,*
for it is he who shall save his people
from their sins.”

22Now all this has happened that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, say-
ing,
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with

child,
and shall give birth to a son.

They shall call his name Immanuel,”
which is, being interpreted,

“God with us.”✡
24 Joseph arose from his sleep, and

did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded him, and took his wife to
himself; 25 and didn’t know her sex-
ually until she had given birth to her
firstborn son. He named him Jesus.

* 1:1 Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean “Anointed One” † 1:6 NU omits “the king”.
‡ 1:16 “Jesus”means “Salvation”. § 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. * 1:21 “Jesus” means “Salvation”. ✡ 1:23 Isaiah
7:14



Matthew 2:1 2 Matthew 2:23
2

1 Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
King Herod, behold, wise men* from
the east came to Jerusalem, saying,
2 “Where is he who is born King of
the Jews? For we saw his star in
the east, and have come to worship
him.” 3 When King Herod heard it,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. 4Gathering together all the
chief priests and scribes of the peo-
ple, he asked them where the Christ
would be born. 5They said to him, “In
Bethlehemof Judea, for this iswritten
through the prophet,
6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are in no way least among the
princes of Judah;

for out of you shall come a governor
who shall shepherd my people,

Israel.’ ”✡
7 Then Herod secretly called the

wise men, and learned from them
exactly what time the star appeared.
8 He sent them to Bethlehem, and
said, “Go and search diligently for the
young child. When you have found
him, bringmeword, so that I alsomay
come and worship him.”

9They, having heard the king, went
their way; and behold, the star, which
they saw in the east, went before
them until it came and stood over
where the young child was. 10 When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceedingly great joy. 11 They came
into the house and saw the young
child with Mary, his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him.
Opening their treasures, they offered
to him gifts: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12 Being warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they went
back to their own country another
way.

13 Now when they had departed,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise

and take the young child and his
mother, and flee into Egypt, and stay
there until I tell you, for Herod will
seek the young child to destroy him.”

14 He arose and took the young
child and his mother by night and
departed into Egypt, 15 and was there
until the death of Herod, that itmight
be fulfilled which was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, saying,
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”✡

16 Then Herod, when he saw that
he was mocked by the wise men, was
exceedingly angry, and sent out and
killed all the male children who were
in Bethlehem and in all the surround-
ing countryside, from two years old
and under, according to the exact
time which he had learned from the
wise men. 17 Then that which was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled, saying,
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, weeping and great
mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she wouldn’t be comforted,
because they are no more.”✡

19 But when Herod was dead, be-
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,
20 “Arise and take the young child
and his mother, and go into the land
of Israel, for those who sought the
young child’s life are dead.”

21 He arose and took the young
child and his mother, and came into
the land of Israel. 22 But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning
over Judea in the place of his father,
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Be-
ing warned in a dream, he withdrew
into the region of Galilee, 23 and came
and lived in a city called Nazareth;
that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through the prophets that he
will be called a Nazarene.

* 2:1 Theword for “wisemen” (magoi) can alsomean teachers, scientists, physicians, astrologers, seers,
interpreters of dreams, or sorcerers. ✡ 2:6 Micah 5:2 ✡ 2:15 Hosea 11:1 ✡ 2:18 Jeremiah
31:15



Matthew 3:1 3 Matthew 4:9

3
1 In those days, John the Baptizer

came, preaching in the wilderness
of Judea, saying, 2 “Repent, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” 3 For
this is he who was spoken of by Isaiah
the prophet, saying,
“The voice of one crying in the

wilderness,
make the way of the Lord ready!
Make his paths straight!”✡

4 Now John himself wore clothing
made of camel’s hair with a leather
belt around his waist. His food was
locusts andwild honey. 5Then people
from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all
the region around the Jordan went
out to him. 6 They were baptized by
him in the Jordan, confessing their
sins.

7 But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
his baptism, he said to them, “You
offspring of vipers, who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?
8 Therefore produce fruit worthy of
repentance! 9 Don’t think to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham for our fa-
ther,’ for I tell you that God is able
to raise up children to Abraham from
these stones. 10 Even now the ax lies
at the root of the trees. Therefore
every tree that doesn’t produce good
fruit is cut down, and cast into the
fire.

11“I indeed baptize you inwater for
repentance, but he who comes after
me is mightier than I, whose sandals
I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you in the Holy Spirit.* 12His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he
will thoroughly cleanse his threshing
floor. He will gather his wheat into
the barn, but the chaffhewill burn up
with unquenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to
the Jordan† to John, to be baptized by
him. 14But Johnwould have hindered

him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and you come to me?”

15But Jesus, answering, said to him,
“Allow it now, for this is the fitting
way for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he allowed him.

16 Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up directly from the water: and
behold, the heavens were opened to
him. He saw the Spirit of God de-
scending as a dove, and coming on
him. 17 Behold, a voice out of the
heavens said, “This ismybeloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased.”

4
1Then Jesuswas led upby the Spirit

into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. 2When he had fasted forty
days and forty nights, he was hungry
afterward. 3 The tempter came and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command that these stones become
bread.”

4 But he answered, “It is written,
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceeds out of
God’s mouth.’ ”✡

5 Then the devil took him into the
holy city. He set him on the pinnacle
of the temple, 6 and said to him, “If
you are the SonofGod, throwyourself
down, for it is written,
‘Hewill commandhis angels concern-

ing you,’ and,
‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you don’t dash your foot
against a stone.’ ”✡

7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is
written, ‘You shall not test the Lord,
your God.’ ”✡

8 Again, the devil took him to
an exceedingly high mountain, and
showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. 9 He said
to him, “I will give you all of these
things, if you will fall down and wor-
ship me.”

✡ 3:3 Isaiah 40:3 * 3:11 TR and NU add “and with fire” † 3:13 i.e., the Jordan River ✡ 4:4
Deuteronomy 8:3 ✡ 4:6 Psalm 91:11-12 ✡ 4:7 Deuteronomy 6:16 * 4:10 TR and NU read “Go
away” instead of “Get behind me”



Matthew 4:10 4 Matthew 5:13
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Get be-

hind me,* Satan! For it is written,
‘You shall worship the Lord your God,
and you shall serve him only.’ ” ✡

11 Then the devil left him, and be-
hold, angels came and served him.

12Now when Jesus heard that John
was delivered up, he withdrew into
Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he came
and lived in Capernaum, which is by
the sea, in the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali, 14 that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken through Isaiah the
prophet, saying,
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land

of Naphtali,
toward the sea, beyond the Jor-

dan,
Galilee of the Gentiles,

16 the people who sat in darkness saw
a great light;

to those who sat in the region
and shadow of death,

to them light has dawned.”✡
17 From that time, Jesus began to

preach, and to say, “Repent! For the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

18 Walking by the sea of Galilee,
he† saw two brothers: Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew, his brother,
casting a net into the sea; for they
were fishermen. 19 He said to them,
“Come after me, and I will make you
fishers for men.”

20 They immediately left their nets
and followed him. 21 Going on from
there, he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets. He
called them. 22 They immediately
left the boat and their father, and
followed him.

23 Jesus went about in all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, preach-
ing the Good News of the Kingdom,
and healing every disease and every
sickness among the people. 24 The
report about him went out into all

Syria. They brought to him all
who were sick, afflicted with vari-
ous diseases and torments, possessed
with demons, epileptics, and paralyt-
ics; and he healed them. 25 Great
multitudes from Galilee, Decapolis,
Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond
the Jordan followed him.

5
1Seeing themultitudes, hewent up

onto the mountain. When he had sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2He
opened his mouth and taught them,
saying,
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.✡

4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.✡

5 Blessed are the gentle,
for they shall inherit the

earth.*✡
6 Blessed are those who hunger and

thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children

of God.
10 Blessed are those who have been

persecuted for righteousness’
sake,

for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people
reproach you, persecute you, and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely,
for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your
reward in heaven. For that is how
they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

13 “You are the salt of the earth,
but if the salt has lost its flavor, with
what will it be salted? It is then good

✡ 4:10 Deuteronomy 6:13 ✡ 4:16 Isaiah 9:1-2 † 4:18 TR reads “Jesus” instead of “he” ✡ 5:3
Isaiah 57:15; 66:2 ✡ 5:4 Isaiah 61:2; 66:10,13 * 5:5 or, land. ✡ 5:5 Psalm 37:11



Matthew 5:14 5 Matthew 5:34
for nothing, but to be cast out and
trodden under the feet of men.

14 You are the light of the world. A
city located on a hill can’t be hidden.
15Neither do you light a lamp and put
it under a measuring basket, but on
a stand; and it shines to all who are
in the house. 16 Even so, let your
light shine beforemen, that theymay
see your good works and glorify your
Father who is in heaven.

17 “Don’t think that I came to de-
stroy the law or the prophets. I
didn’t come to destroy, but to fulfill.
18 For most certainly, I tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not even
one smallest letter† or one tiny pen
stroke‡ shall in any way pass away
from the law, until all things are ac-
complished. 19 Therefore, whoever
shall break one of these least com-
mandments and teach others to do so,
shall be called least in the Kingdom
of Heaven; but whoever shall do and
teach them shall be called great in
the Kingdom of Heaven. 20 For I
tell you that unless your righteous-
ness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, there is no way you will
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was
said to the ancient ones, ‘You shall
not murder;’✡ and ‘Whoever mur-
ders will be in danger of the judg-
ment.’ 22 But I tell you that ev-
eryone who is angry with his brother
without a cause § will be in danger of
the judgment. Whoever says to his
brother, ‘Raca!’ * will be in danger
of the council. Whoever says, ‘You
fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of
Gehenna.†

23 “If therefore you are offering
your gift at the altar, and there re-

member that your brother has any-
thing against you, 24 leave your gift
there before the altar, and go your
way. First be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer
your gift. 25 Agree with your adver-
sary quickly while you are with him
on the way; lest perhaps the prose-
cutor deliver you to the judge, and
the judge deliver you to the officer,
and you be cast into prison. 26 Most
certainly I tell you, you shall by no
means get out of there until you have
paid the last penny.‡

27 “You have heard that it was said,
§ ‘You shall not commit adultery;’✡
28 but I tell you that everyone who
gazes at a woman to lust after her has
committed adultery with her already
in his heart. 29 If your right eye
causes you to stumble, pluck it out
and throw it away from you. For
it is more profitable for you that
one of your members should perish
than for your whole body to be cast
into Gehenna.* 30 If your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off, and
throw it away from you. For it is more
profitable for you that one of your
members should perish, than for your
whole body to be cast into Gehenna.†

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever shall
put away his wife, let him give her
a writing of divorce,’✡ 32 but I tell
you that whoever puts away his wife,
except for the cause of sexual im-
morality, makes her an adulteress;
and whoever marries her when she is
put away commits adultery.

33 “Again you have heard that it
was said to the ancient ones, ‘You
shall not make false vows, but shall
perform to the Lord your vows,’✡
34 but I tell you, don’t swear at all:

† 5:18 literally, iota ‡ 5:18 or, serif ✡ 5:21 Exodus 20:13 § 5:22 NU omits “without a
cause”. * 5:22 “Raca” is an Aramaic insult, related to the word for “empty” and conveying the idea
of empty-headedness. † 5:22 or, Hell ‡ 5:26 literally, kodrantes. A kodrantes was a small copper
coin worth about 2 lepta (widow’s mites)—not enough to buy very much of anything. § 5:27 TR adds
“to the ancients”. ✡ 5:27 Exodus 20:14 * 5:29 or, Hell † 5:30 or, Hell ✡ 5:31 Deuteronomy
24:1 ✡ 5:33 Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4



Matthew 5:35 6 Matthew 6:14
neither by heaven, for it is the throne
of God; 35 nor by the earth, for it
is the footstool of his feet; nor by
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great
King. 36 Neither shall you swear
by your head, for you can’t make one
hair white or black. 37 But let your
‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’
Whatever is more than these is of the
evil one.

38 “You have heard that it was said,
‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth.’✡ 39 But I tell you, don’t resist
him who is evil; but whoever strikes
you on your right cheek, turn to him
the other also. 40 If anyone sues you
to take away your coat, let him have
your cloak also. 41Whoever compels
you to go one mile, go with him two.
42Give to himwho asks you, and don’t
turn away him who desires to borrow
from you.

43 “You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love your neighbor ✡ and
hate your enemy.’‡ 44 But I tell you,
love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who mistreat
you and persecute you, 45 that you
may be children of your Father who
is in heaven. For he makes his sun
to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the just and the unjust.
46 For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have? Don’t
even the tax collectors do the same?
47 If you only greet your friends, what
more do you do than others? Don’t
even the tax collectors§ do the same?
48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just
as your Father in heaven is perfect.

6
1 “Be careful that you don’t do your

charitable giving* before men, to be
seen by them, or else you have no

reward from your Father who is in
heaven. 2 Therefore, when you do
merciful deeds, don’t sound a trum-
pet before yourself, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the
streets, that they may get glory from
men. Most certainly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 3 But
when you domerciful deeds, don’t let
your left hand know what your right
hand does, 4 so that your merciful
deeds may be in secret, then your
Father who sees in secret will reward
you openly.

5 “When you pray, you shall not
be as the hypocrites, for they love
to stand and pray in the synagogues
and in the corners of the streets, that
they may be seen by men. Most cer-
tainly, I tell you, they have received
their reward. 6 But you, when you
pray, enter into your inner room, and
having shut your door, pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward
you openly. 7 In praying, don’t use
vain repetitions as theGentiles do; for
they think that they will be heard for
their much speaking. 8 Therefore
don’t be like them, for your Father
knows what things you need before
you ask him. 9 Pray like this:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven, may your

name be kept holy.
10 Let your Kingdom come.

Let your will be done on earth as
it is in heaven.

11Give us today our daily bread.
12 Forgive us our debts,

as we also forgive our debtors.
13 Bring us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.
For yours is the Kingdom, the

power, and the glory forever.
Amen.’†

14 “For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will

✡ 5:38 Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy 19:21 ✡ 5:43 Leviticus 19:18 ‡ 5:43 not
in the Bible, but see Qumran Manual of Discipline Ix, 21-26 § 5:47 NU reads “Gentiles” instead of
“tax collectors”. * 6:1 NU reads “acts of righteousness” instead of “charitable giving” † 6:13 NU
omits “For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.”



Matthew 6:15 7 Matthew 7:8
also forgive you. 15 But if you
don’t forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

16 “Moreover when you fast, don’t
be like the hypocrites, with sad faces.
For they disfigure their faces that
they may be seen by men to be fast-
ing. Most certainly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 17 But
you, when you fast, anoint your head
and wash your face, 18 so that you are
not seen by men to be fasting, but by
your Father who is in secret; and your
Father, who sees in secret, will reward
you.

19 “Don’t lay up treasures for your-
selves on the earth, where moth
and rust consume, and where thieves
break through and steal; 20 but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust con-
sume, and where thieves don’t break
through and steal; 21 for where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
also.

22 “The lamp of the body is the eye.
If therefore your eye is sound, your
whole bodywill be full of light. 23But
if your eye is evil, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in you is darkness,
how great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters,
for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or else he will be
devoted to one and despise the other.
You can’t serve both God and Mam-
mon. 25 Therefore I tell you, don’t
be anxious for your life: what youwill
eat, orwhat youwill drink; nor yet for
your body, what you will wear. Isn’t
life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? 26 See the
birds of the sky, that they don’t sow,
neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns. Your heavenly Father feeds
them. Aren’t you of muchmore value
than they?

27 “Which of you by being anxious,
can add one moment‡ to his lifes-

pan? 28 Why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow. They don’t toil,
neither do they spin, 29 yet I tell you
that even Solomon in all his glory was
not dressed like one of these. 30 But
if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today exists and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, won’t he much
more clothe you, you of little faith?

31“Therefore don’t be anxious, say-
ing, ‘What will we eat?’, ‘What will
we drink?’ or, ‘With what will we be
clothed?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek
after all these things; for your heav-
enly Father knows that you need all
these things. 33 But seek first God’s
Kingdom and his righteousness; and
all these things will be given to you as
well. 34 Therefore don’t be anxious
for tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Each day’s own evil
is sufficient.

7
1 “Don’t judge, so that you won’t be

judged. 2 For with whatever judg-
ment you judge, you will be judged;
andwith whatevermeasure youmea-
sure, it will be measured to you.
3 Why do you see the speck that is in
your brother’s eye, but don’t consider
the beam that is in your own eye?
4 Or how will you tell your brother,
‘Let me remove the speck from your
eye,’ and behold, the beam is in your
own eye? 5 You hypocrite! First
remove the beamout of your owneye,
and then you can see clearly to re-
move the speck out of your brother’s
eye.

6 “Don’t give that which is holy to
the dogs, neither throw your pearls
before the pigs, lest perhaps they
trample them under their feet, and
turn and tear you to pieces.

7 “Ask, and it will be given you.
Seek, and you will find. Knock, and
it will be opened for you. 8 For
everyone who asks receives. He who
seeks finds. To him who knocks it

‡ 6:27 literally, cubit
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will be opened. 9 Or who is there
among you who, if his son asks him
for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or
if he asks for a fish, who will give him
a serpent? 11 If you then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will
your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask him!
12 Therefore, whatever you desire for
men to do to you, you shall also do
to them; for this is the law and the
prophets.

13 “Enter in by the narrow gate; for
the gate is wide and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and there
are many who enter in by it. 14How*
narrow is the gate and the way is
restricted that leads to life! There are
few who find it.

15 “Beware of false prophets, who
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly are ravening wolves. 16 By
their fruits you will know them. Do
you gather grapes from thorns or figs
from thistles? 17 Even so, every
good tree produces good fruit, but the
corrupt tree produces evil fruit. 18A
good tree can’t produce evil fruit, nei-
ther can a corrupt tree produce good
fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t grow
good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. 20 Therefore by their
fruits you will know them.

21 “Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the King-
dom of Heaven, but he who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven.
22Many will tell me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your
name, in your name cast out demons,
and in your name do many mighty
works?’ 23 Then I will tell them, ‘I
never knew you. Depart fromme, you
who work iniquity.’

24 “Everyone therefore who hears
these words of mine and does them, I
will liken him to awisemanwho built
his house on a rock. 25The rain came
down, the floods came, and the winds

blew and beat on that house; and it
didn’t fall, for it was founded on the
rock. 26 Everyone who hears these
words of mine and doesn’t do them
will be like a foolishmanwho built his
house on the sand. 27 The rain came
down, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it
fell—and its fall was great.”

28 When Jesus had finished saying
these things, the multitudes were as-
tonished at his teaching, 29 for he
taught them with authority, and not
like the scribes.

8
1 When he came down from the

mountain, great multitudes followed
him. 2 Behold, a leper came to him
and worshiped him, saying, “Lord, if
you want to, you canmakeme clean.”

3 Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I want to. Be
made clean.” Immediately his lep-
rosy was cleansed. 4 Jesus said to him,
“See that you tell nobody; but go,
show yourself to the priest, and offer
the gift that Moses commanded, as a
testimony to them.”

5 When he came into Capernaum,
a centurion came to him, asking
him for help, 6 saying, “Lord, my
servant lies in the house paralyzed,
grievously tormented.”

7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and
heal him.”

8 The centurion answered, “Lord,
I’m not worthy for you to come under
my roof. Just say the word, and my
servant will be healed. 9 For I am also
a man under authority, having under
myself soldiers. I tell this one, ‘Go,’
and he goes; and tell another, ‘Come,’
and he comes; and tell my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, hemarveled
and said to thosewho followed, “Most
certainly I tell you, I haven’t found
so great a faith, not even in Israel.
11 I tell you that many will come from
the east and the west, and will sit

* 7:14 TR reads “Because” instead of “How”
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down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
in the Kingdom of Heaven, 12 but
the children of the Kingdom will be
thrown out into the outer darkness.
There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” 13 Jesus said to the centu-
rion, “Go your way. Let it be done
for you as you have believed.” His
servant was healed in that hour.

14 When Jesus came into Peter’s
house, he saw his wife’s mother lying
sick with a fever. 15 He touched her
hand, and the fever left her. So she
got up and served him.* 16 When
evening came, they brought to him
many possessed with demons. He
cast out the spirits with a word, and
healed all who were sick, 17 that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken
through Isaiah the prophet, saying,
“He took our infirmities and bore our
diseases.”✡

18Nowwhen Jesus saw great multi-
tudes around him, he gave the order
to depart to the other side.

19 A scribe came and said to him,
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever
you go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes
have holes and the birds of the sky
have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.”

21 Another of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, allow me first to go and
bury my father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Followme,
and leave the dead to bury their own
dead.”

23 When he got into a boat, his
disciples followed him. 24 Behold, a
violent storm came up on the sea, so
much that the boat was covered with
the waves; but he was asleep. 25 The
disciples came to him and woke him
up, saying, “Save us, Lord! We are
dying!”

26 He said to them, “Why are you
fearful, O you of little faith?” Then
he got up, rebuked the wind and the
sea, and there was a great calm.

27 The men marveled, saying,
“What kind of man is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?”

28When he came to the other side,
into the country of the Gergesenes,†
two people possessed by demons met
him there, coming out of the tombs,
exceedingly fierce, so that nobody
could pass that way. 29 Behold, they
cried out, saying, “What do we have
to do with you, Jesus, Son of God?
Have you come here to torment us
before the time?” 30 Now there was
a herd of many pigs feeding far away
from them. 31 The demons begged
him, saying, “If you cast us out, per-
mit us to go away into the herd of
pigs.”

32He said to them, “Go!”
They came out and went into the

herd of pigs; and behold, the whole
herd of pigs rusheddown the cliff into
the sea and died in thewater. 33Those
who fed themfled andwent away into
the city and told everything, includ-
ingwhat happened to thosewhowere
possessed with demons. 34 Behold,
all the city came out to meet Jesus.
When they saw him, they begged that
he would depart from their borders.

9
1Heentered into a boat and crossed

over, and came into his own city.
2 Behold, they brought to him a man
who was paralyzed, lying on a bed.
Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the
paralytic, “Son, cheer up! Your sins
are forgiven you.”

3Behold, some of the scribes said to
themselves, “This man blasphemes.”

4 Jesus, knowing their thoughts,
said, “Why do you think evil in your
hearts? 5 For which is easier, to
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or to say,
‘Get up, and walk?’ 6 But that you
may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins—”
(then he said to the paralytic), “Get

* 8:15 TR reads “them” instead of “him” ✡ 8:17 Isaiah 53:4 † 8:28 NU reads “Gadarenes”
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up, and take up your mat, and go to
your house.”

7 He arose and departed to his
house. 8But when themultitudes saw
it, they marveled and glorified God,
who had given such authority tomen.

9As Jesus passed by from there, he
saw a man called Matthew sitting at
the tax collection office. He said to
him, “Follow me.” He got up and
followed him. 10 As he sat in the
house, behold, many tax collectors
and sinners came and sat down with
Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the
Pharisees saw it, they said to his disci-
ples, “Why does your teacher eatwith
tax collectors and sinners?”

12 When Jesus heard it, he said to
them, “Those who are healthy have
no need for a physician, but those
who are sick do. 13 But you go
and learn what this means: ‘I desire
mercy, and not sacrifice,’✡ for I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.”*

14 Then John’s disciples came to
him, saying, “Why do we and the
Pharisees fast often, but your disci-
ples don’t fast?”

15 Jesus said to them, “Can the
friends of the bridegroom mourn as
long as the bridegroom is with them?
But the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from
them, and then they will fast. 16 No
one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on
an old garment; for the patch would
tear away from the garment, and a
worse hole is made. 17 Neither do
people put new wine into old wine
skins, or else the skins would burst,
and the wine be spilled, and the skins
ruined. No, they put new wine into
fresh wine skins, and both are pre-
served.”

18 While he told these things to
them, behold, a ruler came and wor-
shiped him, saying, “My daughter has
just died, but come and lay your hand
on her, and she will live.”

19 Jesus got up and followed him, as
did his disciples. 20 Behold, a woman
who had a discharge of blood for
twelve years came behind him, and
touched the fringe† of his garment;
21 for she said within herself, “If I
just touch his garment, I will be made
well.”

22 But Jesus, turning around and
seeing her, said, “Daughter, cheer up!
Your faith has made you well.” And
the woman was made well from that
hour.

23When Jesus came into the ruler’s
house and saw the flute players and
the crowd in noisy disorder, 24he said
to them, “Make room, because the
girl isn’t dead, but sleeping.”

They were ridiculing him. 25 But
when the crowd was sent out, he
entered in, took her by the hand, and
the girl arose. 26 The report of this
went out into all that land.

27 As Jesus passed by from there,
two blind men followed him, calling
out and saying, “Have mercy on us,
son of David!” 28 When he had come
into the house, the blind men came
to him. Jesus said to them, “Do you
believe that I am able to do this?”

They told him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes, say-

ing, “According to your faith be it
done to you.” 30Then their eyes were
opened. Jesus strictly commanded
them, saying, “See that no one knows
about this.” 31 But they went out
and spread abroad his fame in all that
land.

32As they went out, behold, a mute
man who was demon possessed was
brought to him. 33 When the de-
mon was cast out, the mute man
spoke. Themultitudes marveled, say-
ing, “Nothing like this has ever been
seen in Israel!”

34 But the Pharisees said, “By the
prince of the demons, he casts out
demons.”

35 Jesus went about all the cities
and the villages, teaching in their

✡ 9:13 Hosea 6:6 * 9:13 NU omits “to repentance”. † 9:20 or, tassel
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synagogues and preaching the Good
News of the Kingdom, and healing ev-
ery disease and every sickness among
the people. 36 But when he saw the
multitudes, he was moved with com-
passion for them because they were
harassed‡ and scattered, like sheep
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said
to his disciples, “The harvest indeed
is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
38 Pray therefore that the Lord of the
harvest will send out laborers into his
harvest.”

10
1 He called to himself his twelve

disciples, and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them
out, and to heal every disease and
every sickness. 2 Now the names of
the twelve apostles are these. The
first, Simon, who is called Peter;
Andrew, his brother; James the son of
Zebedee; John, his brother; 3 Philip;
Bartholomew; Thomas; Matthew
the tax collector; James the son
of Alphaeus; Lebbaeus, who was
also called* Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the
Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who also
betrayed him.

5 Jesus sent these twelve out and
commanded them, saying, “Don’t go
among the Gentiles, and don’t en-
ter into any city of the Samaritans.
6 Rather, go to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. 7 As you go, preach,
saying, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is
at hand!’ 8 Heal the sick, cleanse
the lepers,† and cast out demons.
Freely you received, so freely give.
9 Don’t take any gold, silver, or brass
in your money belts. 10 Take no
bag for your journey, neither two
coats, nor sandals, nor staff: for the
laborer is worthy of his food. 11 Into
whatever city or village you enter,
find out who in it is worthy, and
stay there until you go on. 12 As
you enter into the household, greet
it. 13 If the household is worthy,

let your peace come on it, but if it
isn’t worthy, let your peace return to
you. 14Whoever doesn’t receive you
or hear your words, as you go out of
that house or that city, shake the dust
off your feet. 15 Most certainly I tell
you, it will be more tolerable for the
land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the
day of judgment than for that city.

16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep
among wolves. Therefore be wise
as serpents and harmless as doves.
17 But beware of men, for they will
deliver you up to councils, and in
their synagogues they will scourge
you. 18 Yes, and you will be brought
before governors and kings for my
sake, for a testimony to them and to
the nations. 19But when they deliver
you up, don’t be anxious how or what
you will say, for it will be given you in
that hour what you will say. 20 For it
is not you who speak, but the Spirit of
your Father who speaks in you.

21 “Brother will deliver up brother
to death, and the father his child.
Children will rise up against parents
and cause them to be put to death.
22You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake, but he who endures to
the end will be saved. 23 But when
they persecute you in this city, flee
into the next, for most certainly I tell
you, you will not have gone through
the cities of Israel until the Son of
Man has come.

24 “A disciple is not above his
teacher, nor a servant above his lord.
25 It is enough for the disciple that he
be like his teacher, and the servant
like his lord. If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebul,‡
how much more those of his house-
hold! 26 Therefore don’t be afraid
of them, for there is nothing covered
that will not be revealed, or hidden
that will not be known. 27 What I
tell you in the darkness, speak in the
light; andwhat you hearwhispered in

‡ 9:36 TR reads “weary” instead of “harassed” * 10:3 NU omits “Lebbaeus, who was also called”
† 10:8 TR adds “raise the dead,” ‡ 10:25 Literally, Lord of the Flies, or the devil
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the ear, proclaim on the housetops.
28 Don’t be afraid of those who kill
the body, but are not able to kill
the soul. Rather, fear him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in
Gehenna.§

29 “Aren’t two sparrows sold for an
assarion coin?* Not one of them
falls to the ground apart from your
Father’s will. 30 But the very
hairs of your head are all numbered.
31 Therefore don’t be afraid. You are
of more value than many sparrows.
32 Everyone therefore who confesses
me beforemen, I will also confess him
before my Father who is in heaven.
33Butwhoever deniesme beforemen,
I will also deny him before my Father
who is in heaven.

34 “Don’t think that I came to send
peace on the earth. I didn’t come
to send peace, but a sword. 35 For
I came to set a man at odds against
his father, and a daughter against
her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law. 36 A
man’s foes will be those of his own
household.✡ 37 He who loves father
or mother more than me is not wor-
thy of me; and he who loves son or
daughter more than me isn’t worthy
of me. 38 He who doesn’t take his
cross and follow afterme isn’t worthy
of me. 39 He who seeks his life will
lose it; and he who loses his life for
my sake will find it.

40 “He who receives you receives
me, and he who receives me receives
him who sent me. 41 He who re-
ceives a prophet in the name of a
prophet will receive a prophet’s re-
ward. He who receives a righteous
man in the name of a righteous man
will receive a righteousman’s reward.
42 Whoever gives one of these little
ones just a cup of cold water to drink
in the name of a disciple, most cer-
tainly I tell you, he will in no way lose

his reward.”

11
1When Jesus had finished directing

his twelve disciples, he departed from
there to teach and preach in their
cities.

2 Now when John heard in the
prison the works of Christ, he sent
two of his disciples 3 and said to him,
“Are you he who comes, or should we
look for another?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Go and
tell John the things which you hear
and see: 5 the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear,✡ the dead
are raised up, and the poor have good
news preached to them.✡ 6 Blessed
is he who finds no occasion for stum-
bling in me.”

7As these went their way, Jesus be-
gan to say to the multitudes concern-
ing John, “What did you go out into
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind? 8 But what did you go
out to see? A man in soft clothing?
Behold, those who wear soft clothing
are in kings’ houses. 9 But why
did you go out? To see a prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and much more than
a prophet. 10 For this is he, of
whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send
my messenger before your face, who
will prepare your way before you.’✡
11 Most certainly I tell you, among
those who are born of women there
has not arisen anyone greater than
John the Baptizer; yet he who is least
in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater
than he. 12 From the days of John
the Baptizer until now, the Kingdom
of Heaven suffers violence, and the
violent take it by force.* 13 For all
the prophets and the law prophesied
until John. 14 If you are willing
to receive it, this is Elijah, who is to

§ 10:28 or, Hell. * 10:29 An assarion is a small coin worth one tenth of a drachma or a sixteenth of
a denarius. An assarion is approximately the wages of one half hour of agricultural labor. ✡ 10:36
Micah 7:6 ✡ 11:5 Isaiah 35:5 ✡ 11:5 Isaiah 61:1-4 ✡ 11:10 Malachi 3:1 * 11:12 or, plunder
it.
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come. 15He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.

16 “But to what shall I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces, who call to their
companions 17 and say, ‘We played
the flute for you, and you didn’t
dance. We mourned for you, and you
didn’t lament.’ 18 For John came
neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son
of Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous
man and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom
is justified by her children.”†

20 Then he began to denounce the
cities in which most of his mighty
works had been done, because they
didn’t repent. 21 “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For
if the mighty works had been done in
Tyre and Sidon which were done in
you, they would have repented long
ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But
I tell you, it will be more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon on the day of
judgment than for you. 23 You, Ca-
pernaum, who are exalted to heaven,
you will go down to Hades. ‡ For
if the mighty works had been done
in Sodom which were done in you,
it would have remained until today.
24 But I tell you that it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodomon the
day of judgment, than for you.”

25 At that time, Jesus answered, “I
thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that you hid these things from
the wise and understanding, and re-
vealed them to infants. 26 Yes,
Father, for so it was well-pleasing in
your sight. 27 All things have been
delivered to me by my Father. No
one knows the Son, except the Father;
neither does anyone know the Father,
except the Son and he to whom the
Son desires to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who labor

and are heavily burdened, and I will
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you and learn fromme, for I am
gentle and humble in heart; and you
will find rest for your souls. 30Formy
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

12
1 At that time, Jesus went on the

Sabbath day through the grain fields.
His disciples were hungry and began
to pluck heads of grain and to eat.
2But the Pharisees, when they saw it,
said to him, “Behold, your disciples
do what is not lawful to do on the
Sabbath.”

3But he said to them, “Haven’t you
read what David did when he was
hungry, and those who were with
him: 4 how he entered into God’s
house and ate the show bread, which
was not lawful for him to eat, nor for
thosewhowerewithhim, but only for
the priests?✡ 5 Or have you not read
in the law that on the Sabbath day
the priests in the temple profane the
Sabbath and are guiltless? 6But I tell
you that one greater than the temple
is here. 7 But if you had known what
this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not
sacrifice,’✡ you wouldn’t have con-
demned the guiltless. 8 For the Son
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

9He departed from there and went
into their synagogue. 10 And behold,
there was a man with a withered
hand. They asked him, “Is it lawful
to heal on the Sabbath day?” so that
they might accuse him.

11 He said to them, “What man is
there among you who has one sheep,
and if this one falls into a pit on the
Sabbath day, won’t he grab on to it
and lift it out? 12Of how much more
value then is a man than a sheep!
Therefore it is lawful to do good on
the Sabbath day.” 13 Then he told the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out; and it was restored
whole, just like the other. 14 But

† 11:19 NU reads “actions” instead of “children” ‡ 11:23 or, Hell ✡ 12:4 1 Samuel 21:3-6
✡ 12:7 Hosea 6:6
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the Pharisees went out and conspired
against him, how they might destroy
him.

15 Jesus, perceiving that, withdrew
from there. Great multitudes fol-
lowed him; and he healed them all,
16 and commanded them that they
should not make him known, 17 that
itmight be fulfilledwhichwas spoken
through Isaiah the prophet, saying,
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have

chosen,
my beloved in whom my soul is

well pleased.
I will put my Spirit on him.

He will proclaim justice to the
nations.

19He will not strive, nor shout,
neither will anyone hear his

voice in the streets.
20He won’t break a bruised reed.

He won’t quench a smoking flax,
until he leads justice to victory.

21 In his name, the nations will
hope.”✡

22 Then one possessed by a de-
mon, blind and mute, was brought
to him; and he healed him, so that
the blind and mute man both spoke
and saw. 23 All the multitudes were
amazed, and said, “Can this be the
son of David?” 24 But when the Phar-
isees heard it, they said, “This man
does not cast out demons except by
Beelzebul, the prince of the demons.”

25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus
said to them, “Every kingdomdivided
against itself is brought to desola-
tion, and every city or house divided
against itself will not stand. 26 If
Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then will his
kingdom stand? 27 If I by Beelzebul
cast out demons, by whom do your
children cast them out? Therefore
they will be your judges. 28 But if I
by the Spirit of God cast out demons,
then God’s Kingdom has come upon
you. 29Or how can one enter into the
house of the strong man and plunder
his goods, unless he first bind the

strongman? Then hewill plunder his
house.

30 “Hewho is not withme is against
me, and he who doesn’t gather with
me, scatters. 31 Therefore I tell
you, every sin and blasphemy will
be forgiven men, but the blasphemy
against the Spirit will not be forgiven
men. 32 Whoever speaks a word
against the Son of Man, it will be
forgiven him; but whoever speaks
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be
forgiven him, either in this age, or in
that which is to come.

33 “Either make the tree good and
its fruit good, or make the tree cor-
rupt and its fruit corrupt; for the tree
is known by its fruit. 34You offspring
of vipers, how can you, being evil,
speak good things? For out of the
abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaks. 35 The good man out of
his good treasure* brings out good
things, and the evilman out of his evil
treasure brings out evil things. 36 I
tell you that every idle word thatmen
speak, they will give account of it in
the day of judgment. 37 For by your
words you will be justified, and by
your words you will be condemned.”

38 Then certain of the scribes and
Pharisees answered, “Teacher, we
want to see a sign from you.”

39 But he answered them, “An evil
and adulterous generation seeks after
a sign, but no sign will be given to
it but the sign of Jonah the prophet.
40 For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the huge
fish, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of
the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh
will stand up in the judgment with
this generation and will condemn it,
for they repented at the preaching of
Jonah; and behold, someone greater
than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen
of the South will rise up in the judg-
ment with this generation and will
condemn it, for she came from the

✡ 12:21 Isaiah 42:1-4 * 12:35 TR adds “of the heart”
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ends of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon; and behold, someone
greater than Solomon is here.

43 “When an unclean spirit has
gone out of a man, he passes through
waterless places seeking rest, and
doesn’t find it. 44 Then he says, ‘I
will return intomy house fromwhich
I came;’ and when he has come back,
he finds it empty, swept, and put in
order. 45 Then he goes and takes
with himself seven other spirits more
evil than he is, and they enter in and
dwell there. The last state of thatman
becomesworse than the first. Even so
will it be also to this evil generation.”

46While he was yet speaking to the
multitudes, behold, his mother and
his brothers stood outside, seeking to
speak to him. 47One said to him, “Be-
hold, your mother and your brothers
stand outside, seeking to speak to
you.”

48 But he answered him who spoke
to him, “Who is mymother? Who are
my brothers?” 49He stretched out his
hand toward his disciples, and said,
“Behold, my mother and my broth-
ers! 50 For whoever does the will of
my Father who is in heaven, he is my
brother, and sister, and mother.”

13
1 On that day Jesus went out of

the house and sat by the seaside.
2 Great multitudes gathered to him,
so that he entered into a boat and
sat; and all the multitude stood on
the beach. 3 He spoke to them many
things in parables, saying, “Behold,
a farmer went out to sow. 4 As
he sowed, some seeds fell by the
roadside, and the birds came and de-
voured them. 5 Others fell on rocky
ground, where they didn’t havemuch
soil, and immediately they sprang up,
because they had no depth of earth.
6 When the sun had risen, they were
scorched. Because they had no root,
they withered away. 7 Others fell
among thorns. The thorns grew up

and choked them. 8 Others fell on
good soil and yielded fruit: some one
hundred times as much, some sixty,
and some thirty. 9 He who has ears
to hear, let him hear.”

10 The disciples came, and said to
him, “Why do you speak to them in
parables?”

11 He answered them, “To you it
is given to know the mysteries of
the Kingdom of Heaven, but it is not
given to them. 12 For whoever
has, to him will be given, and he will
have abundance; butwhoever doesn’t
have, from him will be taken away
even that which he has. 13 Therefore
I speak to them in parables, because
seeing they don’t see, and hearing,
they don’t hear, neither do they un-
derstand. 14 In them the prophecy of
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says,
‘By hearing you will hear,

and will in no way understand;
Seeing you will see,

and will in no way perceive;
15 for this people’s heart has grown

callous,
their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes;

or else perhaps they might perceive
with their eyes,

hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,

and would turn again,
and I would heal them.’✡

16 “But blessed are your eyes, for
they see; and your ears, for they hear.
17 For most certainly I tell you that
many prophets and righteous men
desired to see the things which you
see, and didn’t see them; and to hear
the things which you hear, and didn’t
hear them.

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the
farmer. 19 When anyone hears
the word of the Kingdom and doesn’t
understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away that which has been
sown in his heart. This is what was
sown by the roadside. 20 What was
sown on the rocky places, this is he

✡ 13:15 Isaiah 6:9-10
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who hears the word and immediately
with joy receives it; 21 yet he has
no root in himself, but endures for
a while. When oppression or per-
secution arises because of the word,
immediately he stumbles. 22 What
was sown among the thorns, this is
he who hears the word, but the cares
of this age and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and he be-
comes unfruitful. 23What was sown
on the good ground, this is he who
hears the word and understands it,
who most certainly bears fruit and
produces, some one hundred times as
much, some sixty, and some thirty.”

24 He set another parable before
them, saying, “The Kingdom of
Heaven is like a man who sowed good
seed in his field, 25 but while people
slept, his enemy came and sowed
darnel weeds* also among the wheat,
and went away. 26 But when the
blade sprang up and produced grain,
then the darnel weeds appeared also.
27 The servants of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you
sow good seed in your field? Where
did these darnel weeds come from?’

28 “He said to them, ‘An enemy has
done this.’

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you
want us to go and gather them up?’

29 “But he said, ‘No, lest perhaps
while you gather up the darnelweeds,
you root up the wheat with them.
30 Let both grow together until the
harvest, and in the harvest time I
will tell the reapers, “First, gather up
the darnel weeds, and bind them in
bundles to burn them; but gather the
wheat into my barn.” ’ ”

31 He set another parable before
them, saying, “The Kingdom of
Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed
which a man took, and sowed in his
field, 32which indeed is smaller than
all seeds. But when it is grown, it is
greater than the herbs and becomes a

tree, so that the birds of the air come
and lodge in its branches.”

33 He spoke another parable to
them. “The Kingdomof Heaven is like
yeast which a woman took and hid in
three measures† of meal, until it was
all leavened.”

34 Jesus spoke all these things in
parables to the multitudes; and with-
out a parable, he didn’t speak to them,
35 that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through the prophet, saying,
“I will open my mouth in parables;

I will utter things hidden
from the foundation of the
world.”✡

36 Then Jesus sent the multitudes
away, and went into the house. His
disciples came to him, saying, “Ex-
plain to us the parable of the darnel
weeds of the field.”

37 He answered them, “He who
sows the good seed is the Son of
Man, 38 the field is the world, the
good seeds are the children of the
Kingdom, and the darnel weeds are
the children of the evil one. 39 The
enemy who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels. 40 As there-
fore the darnel weeds are gathered
up and burned with fire; so will it be
at the end of this age. 41 The Son
of Man will send out his angels, and
they will gather out of his Kingdom
all things that cause stumbling and
those who do iniquity, 42 and will
cast them into the furnace of fire.
There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the Kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears to hear,
let him hear.

44 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven
is like treasure hidden in the field,
which aman found and hid. In his joy,
he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.

* 13:25 darnel is a weed grass (probably bearded darnel or lolium temulentum) that looks very much
like wheat until it is mature, when the difference becomes very apparent. † 13:33 literally, three
sata. Three sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel ✡ 13:35 Psalm 78:2
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45“Again, the Kingdomof Heaven is

like a man who is a merchant seeking
fine pearls, 46who having found one
pearl of great price, he went and sold
all that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the Kingdomof Heaven is
like a dragnet that was cast into the
sea and gathered some fish of every
kind, 48 which, when it was filled,
fishermen drew up on the beach.
They sat down and gathered the good
into containers, but the bad they
threw away. 49 So it will be in
the end of the world.‡ The angels
will come and separate the wicked
from among the righteous, 50 and
will cast them into the furnace of fire.
There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” 51 Jesus said to them, “Have
you understood all these things?”

They answered him, “Yes, Lord.”
52 He said to them, “Therefore ev-

ery scribe who has been made a dis-
ciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is
like a man who is a householder, who
brings out of his treasure new and old
things.”

53 When Jesus had finished these
parables, he departed from there.
54 Coming into his own country, he
taught them in their synagogue, so
that they were astonished and said,
“Where did this man get this wisdom
and these mighty works? 55 Isn’t this
the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother
called Mary, and his brothers James,
Joses, Simon, and Judas?§ 56 Aren’t
all of his sisters with us? Where then
did this man get all of these things?”
57 They were offended by him.

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet
is not without honor, except in his
own country and in his own house.”
58 He didn’t do many mighty works
there because of their unbelief.

14
1 At that time, Herod the tetrarch

heard the report concerning Jesus,
2 and said to his servants, “This is
John the Baptizer. He is risen from

the dead. That is why these pow-
ers work in him.” 3 For Herod had
arrested John, bound him, and put
him in prison for the sake of Hero-
dias, his brother Philip’s wife. 4 For
John said to him, “It is not lawful for
you to have her.” 5 When he would
have put him to death, he feared the
multitude, because they counted him
as a prophet. 6 But when Herod’s
birthday came, the daughter of Hero-
dias danced among them and pleased
Herod. 7 Therefore he promised with
an oath to give her whatever she
should ask. 8 She, being prompted
by her mother, said, “Give me here
on a platter the head of John the
Baptizer.”

9 The king was grieved, but for the
sake of his oaths and of those who sat
at the table with him, he commanded
it to be given, 10 and he sent and be-
headed John in the prison. 11His head
was brought on a platter and given
to the young lady; and she brought it
to her mother. 12 His disciples came,
took the body, and buried it. Then
they went and told Jesus. 13 Now
when Jesus heard this, he withdrew
from there in a boat to a deserted
place apart. When the multitudes
heard it, they followed him on foot
from the cities.

14 Jesus went out, and he saw a
great multitude. He had compas-
sion on them and healed their sick.
15When evening had come, his disci-
ples came to him, saying, “This place
is deserted, and the hour is already
late. Send the multitudes away, that
theymay go into the villages, and buy
themselves food.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “They
don’t need to go away. You give them
something to eat.”

17 They told him, “We only have
here five loaves and two fish.”

18He said, “Bring themhere tome.”
19 He commanded the multitudes to
sit down on the grass; and he took
the five loaves and the two fish, and

‡ 13:49 or, end of the age. § 13:55 or, Judah
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looking up to heaven, he blessed,
broke and gave the loaves to the dis-
ciples; and the disciples gave to the
multitudes. 20 They all ate and were
filled. They took up twelve baskets
full of that which remained left over
from the broken pieces. 21Those who
ate were about five thousand men, in
addition to women and children.

22 Immediately Jesus made the dis-
ciples get into the boat and go ahead
of him to the other side, while he
sent the multitudes away. 23 After
he had sent the multitudes away, he
went up into themountain by himself
to pray. When evening had come,
he was there alone. 24 But the boat
was now in the middle of the sea,
distressed by the waves, for the wind
was contrary. 25 In the fourth watch
of the night,* Jesus came to them,
walking on the sea.✡ 26 When the
disciples saw him walking on the sea,
they were troubled, saying, “It’s a
ghost!” and they cried out for fear.
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “Cheer up! It is I! †
Don’t be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him and said,
“Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the waters.”

29He said, “Come!”
Peter stepped down from the boat

and walked on the waters to come
to Jesus. 30 But when he saw that
the wind was strong, he was afraid,
and beginning to sink, he cried out,
saying, “Lord, save me!”

31 Immediately Jesus stretched out
his hand, took hold of him, and said to
him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32When they got up into the
boat, the wind ceased. 33 Those who
were in the boat came and worshiped
him, saying, “You are truly the Son of
God!”

34 When they had crossed over,
they came to the land of Gennesaret.

35 When the people of that place
recognized him, they sent into all
that surrounding region and brought
to him all who were sick; 36 and
they begged him that they might just
touch the fringe‡ of his garment. As
many as touched it were made whole.

15
1 Then Pharisees and scribes came

to Jesus from Jerusalem, saying,
2 “Why do your disciples disobey the
tradition of the elders? For they
don’t wash their hands when they
eat bread.”

3 He answered them, “Why do you
also disobey the commandment of
God because of your tradition? 4 For
God commanded, ‘Honor your father
and your mother,’✡ and, ‘He who
speaks evil of father or mother, let
him be put to death.’✡ 5 But you say,
‘Whoever may tell his father or his
mother, “Whatever help you might
otherwise have gotten from me is a
gift devoted to God,” 6 he shall not
honor his father ormother.’ You have
made the commandment of God void
because of your tradition. 7 You
hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy
of you, saying,
8 ‘These people draw near to me with

their mouth,
and honor me with their lips;
but their heart is far from me.

9And they worship me in vain,
teaching as doctrine rules made

by men.’ ”✡
10 He summoned the multitude,

and said to them, “Hear, and under-
stand. 11 That which enters into
the mouth doesn’t defile the man;
but that which proceeds out of the
mouth, this defiles the man.”

12Then the disciples came and said
to him, “Do you know that the Phar-
isees were offended when they heard
this saying?”

* 14:25 The night was equally divided into four watches, so the fourth watch is approximately 3:00 a.m.
to sunrise. ✡ 14:25 See Job 9:8 † 14:27 or, I AM! ‡ 14:36 or, tassel ✡ 15:4 Exodus 20:12;
Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 15:4 Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9 ✡ 15:9 Isaiah 29:13
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13 But he answered, “Every plant

which my heavenly Father didn’t
plant will be uprooted. 14Leave them
alone. They are blind guides of the
blind. If the blind guide the blind,
both will fall into a pit.”

15 Peter answered him, “Explain
the parable to us.”

16 So Jesus said, “Do you also still
not understand? 17 Don’t you un-
derstand that whatever goes into the
mouth passes into the belly and then
out of the body? 18 But the things
whichproceed out of themouth come
out of the heart, and they defile the
man. 19For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual
sins, thefts, false testimony, and blas-
phemies. 20 These are the things
which defile the man; but to eat with
unwashed hands doesn’t defile the
man.”

21 Jesus went out from there and
withdrew into the region of Tyre and
Sidon. 22 Behold, a Canaanite woman
came out from those borders and
cried, saying, “Have mercy on me,
Lord, you son of David! My daughter
is severely possessed by a demon!”

23 But he answered her not a word.
His disciples came and begged him,

saying, “Send her away; for she cries
after us.”

24 But he answered, “I wasn’t sent
to anyone but the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.”

25 But she came and worshiped
him, saying, “Lord, help me.”

26But he answered, “It is not appro-
priate to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.”

27But she said, “Yes, Lord, but even
the dogs eat the crumbs which fall
from their masters’ table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her,
“Woman, great is your faith! Be it
done to you even as you desire.” And
her daughter was healed from that
hour.

29 Jesus departed from there and
came near to the sea of Galilee; and
he went up on the mountain and
sat there. 30 Great multitudes came

to him, having with them the lame,
blind, mute, maimed, and many oth-
ers, and they put them down at his
feet. He healed them, 31 so that
the multitude wondered when they
saw the mute speaking, the injured
healed, the lame walking, and the
blind seeing—and they glorified the
God of Israel.

32 Jesus summoned his disciples
and said, “I have compassion on the
multitude, because they have con-
tinued with me now three days and
have nothing to eat. I don’t want
to send them away fasting, or they
might faint on the way.”

33The disciples said to him, “Where
could we get so many loaves in a
deserted place as to satisfy so great a
multitude?”

34 Jesus said to them, “How many
loaves do you have?”

They said, “Seven, and a few small
fish.”

35He commanded the multitude to
sit downon the ground; 36andhe took
the seven loaves and the fish. He gave
thanks and broke them, and gave to
the disciples, and the disciples to the
multitudes. 37 They all ate and were
filled. They took up seven baskets
full of the broken pieces that were
left over. 38 Those who ate were four
thousand men, in addition to women
and children. 39 Then he sent away
the multitudes, got into the boat, and
came into the borders of Magdala.

16
1 The Pharisees and Sadducees

came, and testing him, asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.
2 But he answered them, “When it
is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair
weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 In
the morning, ‘It will be foul weather
today, for the sky is red and threat-
ening.’ Hypocrites! You know how
to discern the appearance of the sky,
but you can’t discern the signs of the
times! 4 An evil and adulterous gen-
eration seeks after a sign, and there
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will be no sign given to it, except the
sign of the prophet Jonah.”

He left them and departed. 5 The
disciples came to the other side and
had forgotten to take bread. 6 Jesus
said to them, “Take heed and beware
of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees.”

7 They reasoned among them-
selves, saying, “We brought no
bread.”

8 Jesus, perceiving it, said, “Why do
you reason among yourselves, you of
little faith, because you have brought
no bread? 9 Don’t you yet perceive
or remember the five loaves for the
five thousand, and howmany baskets
you took up, 10 or the seven loaves
for the four thousand, and howmany
baskets you took up? 11 How is it
that you don’t perceive that I didn’t
speak to you concerning bread? But
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.”

12 Then they understood that he
didn’t tell them to beware of the yeast
of bread, but of the teaching of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.

13 Now when Jesus came into the
parts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, saying, “Who do men
say that I, the Son of Man, am?”

14 They said, “Some say John the
Baptizer, some, Elijah, and others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus answered him, “Blessed are
you, Simon Bar Jonah, for flesh and
bloodhas not revealed this to you, but
my Father who is in heaven. 18 I
also tell you that you are Peter,* and
on this rock † I will build my assem-
bly, and the gates of Hades‡ will not
prevail against it. 19 I will give
to you the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven, and whatever you bind on

earthwill have been bound in heaven;
and whatever you release on earth
will have been released in heaven.”
20 Then he commanded the disciples
that they should tell no one that he
was Jesus the Christ.

21 From that time, Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things
from the elders, chief priests, and
scribes, and be killed, and the third
day be raised up.

22 Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from
you, Lord! This will never be done to
you.”

23 But he turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me, for you are
not setting your mind on the things
of God, but on the things of men.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples,
“If anyone desires to come after me,
let him deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me. 25 For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, and
whoever will lose his life for my sake
will find it. 26 For what will it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and
forfeits his life? Or what will a man
give in exchange for his life? 27 For
the Son of Man will come in the glory
of his Fatherwith his angels, and then
he will render to everyone according
to his deeds. 28 Most certainly I
tell you, there are some standing here
whowill in noway taste of death until
they see the Son ofMan coming in his
Kingdom.”

17
1After six days, Jesus tookwith him

Peter, James, and John his brother,
and brought them up into a high
mountain by themselves. 2 He was
changed* before them. His face
shone like the sun, and his gar-
ments became as white as the light.

* 16:18 Peter’s name, Petros in Greek, is the word for a specific rock or stone. † 16:18 Greek, petra,
a rock mass or bedrock. ‡ 16:18 or, Hell * 17:2 or, transfigured
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3 Behold, Moses and Elijah appeared
to them talking with him.

4 Peter answered and said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here. If
you want, let’s make three tents here:
one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.”

5 While he was still speaking, be-
hold, a bright cloud overshadowed
them. Behold, a voice came out of
the cloud, saying, “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. Lis-
ten to him.”

6When the disciples heard it, they
fell on their faces, and were very
afraid. 7 Jesus came and touched
them and said, “Get up, and don’t be
afraid.” 8 Lifting up their eyes, they
saw no one, except Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down from
the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, saying, “Don’t tell anyonewhat
you saw, until the Son of Man has
risen from the dead.”

10 His disciples asked him, saying,
“Then why do the scribes say that
Elijah must come first?”

11 Jesus answered them, “Elijah in-
deed comes first, and will restore all
things; 12 but I tell you that Elijah
has come already, and they didn’t
recognize him, but did to him what-
ever they wanted to. Even so the
Son of Man will also suffer by them.”
13 Then the disciples understood that
he spoke to themof John the Baptizer.

14 When they came to the multi-
tude, a man came to him, kneeling
down to him and saying, 15 “Lord,
have mercy on my son, for he is
epileptic and suffers grievously; for
he often falls into the fire, and often
into the water. 16 So I brought him
to your disciples, and they could not
cure him.”

17 Jesus answered, “Faithless and
perverse generation! How long will
I be with you? How long will I bear
with you? Bring him here to me.”
18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it
went out of him, and the boy was
cured from that hour.

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus
privately, and said, “Why weren’t we
able to cast it out?”

20He said to them, “Because of your
unbelief. Formost certainly I tell you,
if you have faith as a grain of mus-
tard seed, you will tell this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will
move; and nothing will be impossible
for you. 21 But this kind doesn’t go
out except by prayer and fasting.” †

22 While they were staying in
Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son
of Man is about to be delivered up
into the hands of men, 23 and they
will kill him, and the third day he will
be raised up.”

They were exceedingly sorry.
24 When they had come to Ca-

pernaum, those who collected the
didrachma coins‡ came to Peter, and
said, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the
didrachma?” 25He said, “Yes.”

When he came into the house, Je-
sus anticipated him, saying, “What do
you think, Simon? From whom do
the kings of the earth receive toll or
tribute? From their children, or from
strangers?”

26 Peter said to him, “From
strangers.”

Jesus said to him, “Therefore the
children are exempt. 27 But, lest
we cause them to stumble, go to the
sea, cast a hook, and take up the
first fish that comes up. When you
have opened its mouth, you will find

† 17:21 NU omits verse 21. ‡ 17:24 A didrachma is a Greek silver coin worth 2 drachmas, about as
much as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2 days’ wages. It was commonly used to pay the half-shekel temple
tax, because 2 drachmas were worth one half shekel of silver. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35
ounces. § 17:27 A stater is a silver coin equivalent to four Attic or two Alexandrian drachmas, or a
Jewish shekel: just exactly enough to cover the half-shekel temple tax for two people. A shekel is about
10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, usually in the form of a silver coin.
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a stater coin.§ Take that, and give it
to them for me and you.”

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to

Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in
the Kingdom of Heaven?”

2 Jesus called a little child to him-
self, and set him in the middle of
them 3 and said, “Most certainly I
tell you, unless you turn and become
as little children, you will in no way
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.
4Whoever therefore humbles himself
as this little child is the greatest in
the Kingdom of Heaven. 5 Whoever
receives one such little child in my
name receives me, 6 but whoever
causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to stumble, it would
be better for him if a huge millstone
were hung around his neck and that
hewere sunk in the depths of the sea.

7 “Woe to the world because of
occasions of stumbling! For it must
be that the occasions come, but woe
to that person through whom the
occasion comes! 8 If your hand or
your foot causes you to stumble, cut
it off and cast it from you. It is better
for you to enter into life maimed
or crippled, rather than having two
hands or two feet to be cast into the
eternal fire. 9 If your eye causes
you to stumble, pluck it out and cast
it from you. It is better for you to
enter into life with one eye, rather
than having two eyes to be cast into
the Gehenna* of fire. 10 See that
you don’t despise one of these little
ones, for I tell you that in heaven
their angels always see the face of my
Father who is in heaven. 11 For the
Son of Man came to save that which
was lost.†

12 “What do you think? If a man
has one hundred sheep, and one of
them goes astray, doesn’t he leave the

ninety-nine, go to themountains, and
seek that which has gone astray? 13 If
he finds it, most certainly I tell you,
he rejoices over it more than over
the ninety-nine which have not gone
astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of
your Father who is in heaven that one
of these little ones should perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you,
go, show him his fault between you
and him alone. If he listens to you,
you have gained back your brother.
16 But if he doesn’t listen, take one
or two more with you, that at the
mouth of two or three witnesses ev-
ery word may be established.✡ 17 If
he refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the assembly. If he refuses to
hear the assembly also, let him be to
you as a Gentile or a tax collector.
18 Most certainly I tell you, whatever
things you bind on earth will have
been bound in heaven, and whatever
things you release on earth will have
been released in heaven. 19 Again,
assuredly I tell you, that if two of
you will agree on earth concerning
anything that they will ask, it will be
done for them bymy Father who is in
heaven. 20Forwhere two or three are
gathered together in my name, there
I am in the middle of them.”

21Then Peter came and said to him,
“Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Until
seven times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell
you until seven times, but, until sev-
enty times seven. 23 Therefore the
Kingdom of Heaven is like a certain
king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. 24 When he
had begun to settle, one was brought
to him who owed him ten thousand
talents.‡ 25 But because he couldn’t
pay, his lord commanded him to be
sold, with his wife, his children, and
all that he had, and payment to be

* 18:9 or, Hell † 18:11 NU omits verse 11. ✡ 18:16 Deuteronomy 19:15 ‡ 18:24 Ten thousand
talents (about 300metric tons of silver) represents an extremely large sum ofmoney, equivalent to about
60,000,000 denarii, where one denarius was typical of one day’s wages for agricultural labor.
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made. 26 The servant therefore fell
down and knelt before him, saying,
‘Lord, have patience with me, and I
will repay you all!’ 27The lord of that
servant, being moved with compas-
sion, released him and forgave him
the debt.

28 “But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who
owed him one hundred denarii,§ and
he grabbed him and took him by
the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you
owe!’

29 “So his fellow servant fell down
at his feet and begged him, saying,
‘Have patience with me, and I will
repay you!’ 30 He would not, but
went and cast him into prison until
he should pay back that which was
due. 31 So when his fellow servants
saw what was done, they were ex-
ceedingly sorry, and came and told
their lord all that was done. 32 Then
his lord called him in and said to him,
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you
all that debt because you begged me.
33 Shouldn’t you also have had mercy
on your fellow servant, even as I had
mercy on you?’ 34His lord was angry,
and delivered him to the tormentors
until he should pay all that was due
to him. 35 So my heavenly Father
will also do to you, if you don’t each
forgive your brother fromyourhearts
for his misdeeds.”

19
1 When Jesus had finished these

words, he departed from Galilee and
came into the borders of Judea be-
yond the Jordan. 2 Great multitudes
followed him, and he healed them
there.

3 Pharisees came to him, testing
him and saying, “Is it lawful for aman
to divorce his wife for any reason?”

4 He answered, “Haven’t you read
that he who made them from the
beginning made them male and fe-
male,✡ 5 and said, ‘For this cause

a man shall leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined to his
wife; and the two shall become one
flesh?’✡ 6 So that they are no more
two, but one flesh. What therefore
God has joined together, don’t let
man tear apart.”

7 They asked him, “Why then did
Moses command us to give her a cer-
tificate of divorce and divorce her?”

8He said to them, “Moses, because
of the hardness of your hearts, al-
lowed you to divorce your wives, but
from the beginning it has not been so.
9 I tell you that whoever divorces his
wife, except for sexual immorality,
and marries another, commits adul-
tery; and he who marries her when
she is divorced commits adultery.”

10His disciples said to him, “If this
is the case of the man with his wife, it
is not expedient to marry.”

11 But he said to them, “Not all
men can receive this saying, but those
to whom it is given. 12 For there
are eunuchs who were born that way
from their mother’s womb, and there
are eunuchs who were made eunuchs
by men; and there are eunuchs who
made themselves eunuchs for the
Kingdom of Heaven’s sake. He who is
able to receive it, let him receive it.”

13 Then little children were
brought to him that he should lay
his hands on them and pray; and the
disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus
said, “Allow the little children, and
don’t forbid them to come to me; for
the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to
ones like these.” 15 He laid his hands
on them, and departed from there.

16 Behold, one came to him and
said, “Good teacher, what good thing
shall I do, that I may have eternal
life?”

17He said to him, “Why do you call
me good?* No one is good but one,
that is, God. But if you want to enter
into life, keep the commandments.”

§ 18:28 100 denarii was about one sixtieth of a talent, or about 500 grams (1.1 pounds) of silver.
✡ 19:4 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 19:5 Genesis 2:24 * 19:17 So MT and TR. NU reads “Why do you ask
me about what is good?”
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18He said to him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not mur-

der.’ ‘You shall not commit adultery.’
‘You shall not steal.’ ‘You shall not
offer false testimony.’ 19 ‘Honor
your father and your mother.’✡ And,
‘You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.’ ”✡

20 The young man said to him, “All
these things I have observed frommy
youth. What do I still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to
be perfect, go, sell what you have, and
give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow
me.” 22 But when the young man
heard this, he went away sad, for he
was one who had great possessions.

23 Jesus said to his disciples, “Most
certainly I say to you, a rich man will
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven
with difficulty. 24 Again I tell you,
it is easier for a camel to go through
a needle’s eye than for a rich man to
enter into God’s Kingdom.”

25When the disciples heard it, they
were exceedingly astonished, saying,
“Who then can be saved?”

26 Looking at them, Jesus said,
“With men this is impossible, but
with God all things are possible.”

27 Then Peter answered, “Behold,
we have left everything and followed
you. What then will we have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you that youwho have fol-
lowed me, in the regeneration when
the Son of Man will sit on the throne
of his glory, you also will sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. 29 Everyone who has left
houses, or brothers, or sisters, or fa-
ther, or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for my name’s sake, will
receive one hundred times, and will
inherit eternal life. 30 But many will

be last who are first, and first who are
last.

20
1 “For the Kingdom of Heaven is

like a man who was the master of
a household, who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. 2 When he had agreed
with the laborers for a denarius* a
day, he sent them into his vineyard.
3 He went out about the third hour,†
and saw others standing idle in the
marketplace. 4 He said to them,
‘You also go into the vineyard, and
whatever is right I will give you.’ So
they went their way. 5Again he went
out about the sixth and the ninth
hour,‡ and did likewise. 6 About
the eleventh hour§ he went out and
found others standing idle. He said to
them, ‘Why do you stand here all day
idle?’

7 “They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.’

“He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard, and you will receive
whatever is right.’

8 “When evening had come, the
lord of the vineyard said to his man-
ager, ‘Call the laborers and pay them
their wages, beginning from the last
to the first.’ 9 “When those who
were hired at about the eleventh hour
came, they each received a denarius.
10When thefirst came, they supposed
that they would receive more; and
they likewise each received a denar-
ius. 11 When they received it, they
murmured against the master of the
household, 12 saying, ‘These last have
spent one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching
heat!’

13 “But he answered one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong.

✡ 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 ✡ 19:19 Leviticus 19:18 * 20:2 A denarius is
a silver Roman coin worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus. This was a common wage for a day of farm labor.
† 20:3 Time was measured from sunrise to sunset, so the third hour would be about 9:00 a.m. ‡ 20:5
noon and 3:00 p.m. § 20:6 5:00 p.m.
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Didn’t you agree with me for a denar-
ius? 14 Take that which is yours, and
go your way. It is my desire to give
to this last just as much as to you.
15 Isn’t it lawful for me to do what I
want to with what I own? Or is your
eye evil, because I amgood?’ 16So the
last will be first, and the first last. For
many are called, but few are chosen.”

17 As Jesus was going up to
Jerusalem, he took the twelve
disciples aside, and on thewayhe said
to them, 18 “Behold, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will
be delivered to the chief priests and
scribes, and they will condemn him
to death, 19 and will hand him over to
the Gentiles to mock, to scourge, and
to crucify; and the third day he will
be raised up.”

20 Then the mother of the sons of
Zebedee came to him with her sons,
kneeling and asking a certain thing of
him. 21 He said to her, “What do you
want?”

She said to him, “Command that
these, my two sons, may sit, one on
your right hand and one on your left
hand, in your Kingdom.”

22 But Jesus answered, “You don’t
know what you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup that I am about
to drink, and be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with?”

They said to him, “We are able.”
23He said to them, “Youwill indeed

drink my cup, and be baptized with
the baptism that I am baptized with;
but to sit onmy right hand and onmy
left hand is not mine to give, but it is
for whom it has been prepared by my
Father.”

24When the ten heard it, they were
indignant with the two brothers.

25 But Jesus summoned them, and
said, “You know that the rulers of
the nations lord it over them, and
their great ones exercise authority
over them. 26 It shall not be so
among you; but whoever desires to

become great among you shall be*
your servant. 27 Whoever desires
to be first among you shall be your
bondservant, 28 even as the Son of
Man came not to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”

29 As they went out from Jeri-
cho, a great multitude followed him.
30 Behold, two blind men sitting
by the road, when they heard that
Jesus was passing by, cried out,
“Lord, have mercy on us, you son
of David!” 31 The multitude rebuked
them, telling them that they should
be quiet, but they cried out even
more, “Lord, have mercy on us, you
son of David!”

32 Jesus stood still and called them,
and asked, “What do you want me to
do for you?”

33 They told him, “Lord, that our
eyes may be opened.”

34 Jesus, beingmovedwith compas-
sion, touched their eyes; and immedi-
ately their eyes received their sight,
and they followed him.

21
1 When they came near to

Jerusalem and came to Bethsphage,*
to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus
sent two disciples, 2 saying to them,
“Go into the village that is opposite
you, and immediately you will find
a donkey tied, and a colt with her.
Untie them and bring them to me.
3 If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and
immediately he will send them.”

4All this was done that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken through
the prophet, saying,
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

behold, your King comes to you,
humble, and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”✡

6 The disciples went and did just
as Jesus commanded them, 7 and

* 20:26 TR reads “let him be” instead of “shall be” * 21:1 TR & NU read “Bethphage” instead of
“Bethsphage” ✡ 21:5 Zechariah 9:9
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brought the donkey and the colt and
laid their clothes on them; and he
sat on them. 8 A very great multi-
tude spread their clothes on the road.
Others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. 9 The
multitudes who went in front of him,
and those who followed, kept shout-
ing, “Hosanna† to the son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
✡

10 When he had come into
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred up,
saying, “Who is this?”

11 The multitudes said, “This is
the prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth of
Galilee.”

12 Jesus entered into the temple of
God and drove out all of those who
sold and bought in the temple, and
overthrew the money changers’ ta-
bles and the seats of those who sold
the doves. 13 He said to them, “It is
written, ‘My house shall be called a
house of prayer,’✡ but you havemade
it a den of robbers!”✡

14 The lame and the blind came
to him in the temple, and he healed
them. 15 But when the chief priests
and the scribes saw the wonderful
things that he did, and the chil-
dren who were crying in the temple
and saying, “Hosanna to the son of
David!” they were indignant, 16 and
said to him, “Do you hear what these
are saying?”

Jesus said to them, “Yes. Did you
never read, ‘Out of the mouth of chil-
dren and nursing babies, you have
perfected praise?’ ”✡

17He left them and went out of the
city to Bethany, and camped there.

18 Now in the morning, as he re-
turned to the city, he was hungry.
19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he
came to it and found nothing on it but
leaves. He said to it, “Let there be no
fruit from you forever!”

Immediately the fig tree withered
away.

20 When the disciples saw it, they
marveled, saying, “How did the fig
tree immediately wither away?”

21 Jesus answered them, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, if you have faith and
don’t doubt, youwill not only dowhat
was done to the fig tree, but even if
you told this mountain, ‘Be taken up
and cast into the sea,’ it would be
done. 22All things, whatever you ask
in prayer, believing, youwill receive.”

23When he had come into the tem-
ple, the chief priests and the elders
of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what author-
ity do you do these things? Who gave
you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I also will
ask you one question, which if you tell
me, I likewise will tell you by what
authority I do these things. 25 The
baptism of John, where was it from?
From heaven or from men?”

They reasoned with themselves,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he
will ask us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From
men,’ we fear the multitude, for all
hold John as a prophet.” 27 They
answered Jesus, and said, “We don’t
know.”

He also said to them, “Neither will
I tell you by what authority I do these
things. 28 But what do you think?
A man had two sons, and he came to
thefirst, and said, ‘Son, gowork today
in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered, ‘I
will not,’ but afterward he changed
his mind, and went. 30 He came to
the second, and said the same thing.
He answered, ‘I’m going, sir,’ but he
didn’t go. 31Which of the two did the
will of his father?”

They said to him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Most cer-

tainly I tell you that the tax collec-
tors and the prostitutes are enter-
ing into God’s Kingdom before you.

† 21:9 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 21:9 Psalm 118:26 ✡ 21:13 Isaiah
56:7 ✡ 21:13 Jeremiah 7:11 ✡ 21:16 Psalm 8:2
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32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you didn’t believe
him; but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him. When you
saw it, you didn’t even repent after-
ward, that you might believe him.

33 “Hear another parable. There
was a man who was a master of a
household who planted a vineyard,
set a hedge about it, dug a wine press
in it, built a tower, leased it out to
farmers, andwent into another coun-
try. 34When the season for the fruit
came near, he sent his servants to the
farmers to receive his fruit. 35 The
farmers took his servants, beat one,
killed another, and stoned another.
36Again, he sent other servants more
than the first; and they treated them
the same way. 37 But afterward he
sent to them his son, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.’ 38 But the
farmers, when they saw the son, said
among themselves, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and seize his in-
heritance.’ 39 So they took him and
threw him out of the vineyard, then
killed him. 40 When therefore the
lord of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those farmers?”

41 They told him, “He will miser-
ably destroy those miserable men,
and will lease out the vineyard to
other farmers who will give him the
fruit in its season.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you
never read in the Scriptures,
‘The stone which the builders re-

jected
wasmade the head of the corner.

This was from the Lord.
It is marvelous in our eyes’?✡

43 “Therefore I tell you, God’s King-
dom will be taken away from you and
will be given to a nation producing
its fruit. 44 He who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces, but on
whomever it will fall, it will scatter
him as dust.”

45 When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they

perceived that he spoke about them.
46 When they sought to seize him,
they feared the multitudes, because
they considered him to be a prophet.

22
1 Jesus answered and spoke to them

again in parables, saying, 2“The King-
dom of Heaven is like a certain king,
who made a wedding feast for his
son, 3 and sent out his servants to
call those who were invited to the
wedding feast, but they would not
come. 4 Again he sent out other
servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are
invited, “Behold, I have prepared my
dinner. My cattle and my fatlings
are killed, and all things are ready.
Come to the wedding feast!” ’ 5 But
they made light of it, and went their
ways, one to his own farm, another
to his merchandise; 6 and the rest
grabbed his servants, treated them
shamefully, and killed them. 7When
the king heard that, he was angry,
and sent his armies, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city.

8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The
wedding is ready, but those who were
invited weren’t worthy. 9 Go there-
fore to the intersections of the high-
ways, and as many as you may find,
invite to the wedding feast.’ 10Those
servants went out into the highways
and gathered together as many as
they found, both bad and good. The
wedding was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to
see the guests, he saw there a man
who didn’t have onwedding clothing,
12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you come in here not wearing wed-
ding clothing?’ He was speechless.
13 Then the king said to the servants,
‘Bind him hand and foot, take him
away, and throw him into the outer
darkness. That is where the weeping
and grinding of teeth will be.’ 14 For
many are called, but few chosen.”

✡ 21:42 Psalm 118:22-23
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15 Then the Pharisees went and

took counsel how they might entrap
him in his talk. 16 They sent their
disciples to him, along with the Hero-
dians, saying, “Teacher, we know that
you are honest, and teach the way
of God in truth, no matter whom
you teach; for you aren’t partial to
anyone. 17 Tell us therefore, what do
you think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar, or not?”

18But Jesus perceived their wicked-
ness, and said, “Why do you test me,
you hypocrites? 19 Show me the tax
money.”

They brought to him a denarius.
20 He asked them, “Whose is this

image and inscription?”
21 They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
Then he said to them, “Give there-

fore to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s.”

22 When they heard it, they mar-
veled, and left him and went away.

23 On that day Sadducees (those
who say that there is no resurrec-
tion) came to him. They asked him,
24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If
a man dies, having no children, his
brother shall marry his wife and raise
up offspring* for his brother.’ 25Now
there were with us seven brothers.
The first married and died, and hav-
ing no offspring left his wife to his
brother. 26 In the same way, the
second also, and the third, to the
seventh. 27After them all, the woman
died. 28 In the resurrection therefore,
whose wife will she be of the seven?
For they all had her.”

29 But Jesus answered them, “You
are mistaken, not knowing the Scrip-
tures, nor the power of God. 30 For in
the resurrection they neither marry
nor are given in marriage, but are
like God’s angels in heaven. 31 But
concerning the resurrection of the
dead, haven’t you read that which
was spoken to you by God, saying, 32 ‘I

am the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?’✡ God
is not the God of the dead, but of the
living.”

33 When the multitudes heard it,
they were astonished at his teaching.

34 But the Pharisees, when they
heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, gathered themselves
together. 35 One of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question, testing him.
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the law?”

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall
love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’✡ 38 This is the first and
great commandment. 39 A second
likewise is this, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’✡ 40 The whole
lawand theprophets dependon these
two commandments.”

41 Now while the Pharisees were
gathered together, Jesus asked them
a question, 42 saying, “What do you
think of the Christ? Whose son is
he?”

They said to him, “Of David.”
43He said to them, “How then does

David in the Spirit call him Lord, say-
ing,
44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,

sit on my right hand,
until Imake your enemies a foot-

stool for your feet’?✡
45 “If then David calls him Lord,

how is he his son?”
46 No one was able to answer him

a word, neither did any man dare ask
him any more questions from that
day forward.

23
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multi-

tudes and to his disciples, 2 saying,
“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on
Moses’ seat. 3 All things therefore
whatever they tell you to observe,
observe and do, but don’t do their
works; for they say, and don’t do.

* 22:24 or, seed ✡ 22:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 22:37 Deuteronomy 6:5 ✡ 22:39 Leviticus 19:18
✡ 22:44 Psalm 110:1
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4 For they bind heavy burdens that
are grievous to be borne, and lay
them on men’s shoulders; but they
themselves will not lift a finger to
help them. 5 But they do all their
works to be seen by men. They make
their phylacteries* broad and enlarge
the fringes† of their garments, 6 and
love the place of honor at feasts, the
best seats in the synagogues, 7 the
salutations in the marketplaces, and
to be called ‘Rabbi, Rabbi‡ by men.
8 But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi’,
for one is your teacher, the Christ,
and all of you are brothers. 9 Call no
man on the earth your father, for one
is your Father, he who is in heaven.
10 Neither be called masters, for one
is your master, the Christ. 11 But
he who is greatest among you will be
your servant. 12Whoever exalts him-
self will be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.

13 “Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you devour
widows’ houses, and as a pretense you
make long prayers. Therefore you
will receive greater condemnation.

14 “But woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you
shut up the Kingdom of Heaven
against men; for you don’t enter
in yourselves, neither do you allow
those who are entering in to enter.§
15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you travel around by
sea and land to make one proselyte;
and when he becomes one, you make
him twice as much a son of Gehenna*
as yourselves.

16 “Woe to you, you blind guides,
who say, ‘Whoever swears by the
temple, it is nothing; but whoever

swears by the gold of the temple, he
is obligated.’ 17 You blind fools!
For which is greater, the gold or
the temple that sanctifies the gold?
18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar,
it is nothing; but whoever swears
by the gift that is on it, he is obli-
gated?’ 19You blind fools! For which
is greater, the gift, or the altar that
sanctifies the gift? 20 He therefore
who swears by the altar, swears by
it and by everything on it. 21 He
who swears by the temple, swears by
it and by him who has been living†
in it. 22 He who swears by heaven,
swears by the throne of God and by
him who sits on it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint,
dill, and cumin,‡ and have left un-
done the weightier matters of the
law: justice, mercy, and faith. But you
ought to have done these, and not to
have left the other undone. 24 You
blind guides, who strain out a gnat,
and swallow a camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you clean the
outside of the cup and of the platter,
but within they are full of extortion
and unrighteousness.§ 26 You blind
Pharisee, first clean the inside of the
cup and of the platter, that its outside
may become clean also.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitened tombs, which outwardly
appear beautiful, but inwardly are
full of dead men’s bones and of all
uncleanness. 28 Even so you also
outwardly appear righteous to men,
but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy
and iniquity.

* 23:5 phylacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are small leather pouches that some Jewish men wear on their
forehead and arm in prayer. They are used to carry a small scroll with some Scripture in it. See
Deuteronomy 6:8. † 23:5 or, tassels ‡ 23:7 NU omits the second “Rabbi”. § 23:14 Some
Greek texts reverse the order of verses 13 and 14, and some omit verse 13, numbering verse 14 as 13. NU
omits verse 14. * 23:15 or, Hell † 23:21 NU reads “lives” ‡ 23:23 cumin is an aromatic seed
from Cuminum cyminum, resembling caraway in flavor and appearance. It is used as a spice. § 23:25
TR reads “self-indulgence” instead of “unrighteousness”
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29 “Woe to you, scribes and Phar-

isees, hypocrites! For you build the
tombs of the prophets and decorate
the tombs of the righteous, 30 and
say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our
fathers, we wouldn’t have been par-
takers with them in the blood of the
prophets.’ 31 Therefore you testify
to yourselves that you are children of
those who killed the prophets. 32 Fill
up, then, the measure of your fa-
thers. 33You serpents, you offspring
of vipers, how will you escape the
judgment of Gehenna?* 34 Therefore,
behold, I send to you prophets, wise
men, and scribes. Some of them
you will kill and crucify; and some
of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city
to city, 35 that on you may come
all the righteous blood shed on the
earth, from the blood of righteous
Abel to the blood of Zachariah son of
Barachiah, whom you killed between
the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Most
certainly I tell you, all these things
will come upon this generation.

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who
kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to her! How often I
would have gathered your children
together, even as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, and you
would not! 38 Behold, your house
is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell
you, you will not see me from now
on, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”✡

24
1 Jesus went out from the temple,

and was going on his way. His dis-
ciples came to him to show him the
buildings of the temple. 2 But he
answered them, “You see all of these
things, don’t you? Most certainly I
tell you, there will not be left here
one stone on another, that will not be
thrown down.”

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives,
the disciples came to him privately,
saying, “Tell us, when will these
things be? What is the sign of your
coming, and of the end of the age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Be careful
that no one leads you astray. 5 For
many will come in my name, saying,
‘I am the Christ,’ and will lead many
astray. 6 You will hear of wars and
rumors of wars. See that you aren’t
troubled, for all thismust happen, but
the end is not yet. 7 For nation
will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; and there will be
famines, plagues, and earthquakes in
various places. 8 But all these things
are the beginning of birth pains.

9 “Then they will deliver you up
to oppression and will kill you. You
will be hated by all of the nations
for my name’s sake. 10 Then many
will stumble, and will deliver up one
another, and will hate one another.
11 Many false prophets will arise and
will lead many astray. 12 Because
iniquity will be multiplied, the love
of many will grow cold. 13 But he
who endures to the end will be saved.
14This GoodNews of theKingdomwill
be preached in the whole world for a
testimony to all the nations, and then
the end will come.

15 “When, therefore, you see the
abomination of desolation,✡ which
was spoken of through Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place
(let the reader understand), 16 then
let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. 17 Let him who is on the
housetop not go down to take out the
things that are in his house. 18 Let
himwho is in thefieldnot returnback
to get his clothes. 19But woe to those
who are with child and to nursing
mothers in those days! 20 Pray that
your flight will not be in the winter
nor on a Sabbath, 21 for then there
will be great suffering,* such as has

* 23:33 or, Hell ✡ 23:39 Psalm 118:26 ✡ 24:15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 * 24:21 or, oppression
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not been from the beginning of the
world until now, no, nor ever will
be. 22 Unless those days had been
shortened, no flesh would have been
saved. But for the sake of the chosen
ones, those days will be shortened.

23 “Then if any man tells you, ‘Be-
hold, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There!’
don’t believe it. 24 For false christs
and false prophetswill arise, and they
will show great signs and wonders, so
as to lead astray, if possible, even the
chosen ones.

25 “Behold, I have told you before-
hand.

26 “If therefore they tell you, ‘Be-
hold, he is in the wilderness,’ don’t
go out; or ‘Behold, he is in the inner
rooms,’ don’t believe it. 27 For as the
lightning flashes from the east, and
is seen even to the west, so will the
coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For
wherever the carcass is, that is where
the vultures† gather together.

29 “But immediately after the suf-
fering‡ of those days, the sun will be
darkened, the moon will not give its
light, the stars will fall from the sky,
and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken;✡ 30 and then the sign of
the Son of Man will appear in the sky.
Then all the tribes of the earth will
mourn, and they will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of the sky
with power and great glory. 31 He
will send out his angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they will
gather together his chosen ones from
the four winds, from one end of the
sky to the other.

32 “Now from the fig tree learn this
parable: When its branch has now be-
come tender and produces its leaves,
you know that the summer is near.
33 Even so you also, when you see all
these things, know that he is near,
even at the doors. 34 Most certainly
I tell you, this generation§ will not

pass away until all these things are
accomplished. 35 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.

36 “But no one knows of that day
and hour, not even the angels of
heaven,* but my Father only. 37 As
the days of Noah were, so will the
coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For
as in those days which were before
the flood they were eating and drink-
ing, marrying and giving inmarriage,
until the day that Noah entered into
the ship, 39 and they didn’t know
until theflood came and took themall
away, so will the coming of the Son
of Man be. 40 Then two men will
be in the field: one will be taken and
one will be left. 41 Two women will
be grinding at the mill: one will be
taken and one will be left. 42 Watch
therefore, for you don’t know in what
hour your Lord comes. 43 But
know this, that if the master of the
house had known in what watch of
the night the thief was coming, he
would have watched, and would not
have allowed his house to be broken
into. 44 Therefore also be ready, for
in an hour that you don’t expect, the
Son of Man will come.

45 “Who then is the faithful and
wise servant, whom his lord has set
over his household, to give them their
food in due season? 46Blessed is that
servant whom his lord finds doing so
when he comes. 47 Most certainly I
tell you that he will set him over all
that he has. 48But if that evil servant
should say in his heart, ‘My lord is
delaying his coming,’ 49 and begins
to beat his fellow servants, and eat
and drink with the drunkards, 50 the
lord of that servant will come in a day
when he doesn’t expect it and in an
hour when he doesn’t know it, 51 and
will cut him in pieces and appoint his
portion with the hypocrites. That is
where the weeping and grinding of
teeth will be.

† 24:28 or, eagles ‡ 24:29 or, oppression ✡ 24:29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 § 24:34 The word for
“generation” (genea) can also be translated as “race.” * 24:36 NU adds “nor the son”



Matthew 25:1 32 Matthew 25:30
25

1 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven
will be like ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. 3 Those
who were foolish, when they took
their lamps, took no oil with them,
4 but the wise took oil in their vessels
with their lamps. 5 Now while the
bridegroom delayed, they all slum-
bered and slept. 6 But at midnight
there was a cry, ‘Behold! The bride-
groom is coming! Come out to meet
him!’ 7 Then all those virgins arose,
and trimmed their lamps.* 8 The
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ 9 But the wise answered,
saying, ‘What if there isn’t enough
for us and you? You go rather to
those who sell, and buy for your-
selves.’ 10 While they went away to
buy, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went in with him
to the wedding feast, and the door
was shut. 11 Afterward the other
virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, Lord,
open to us.’ 12 But he answered,
‘Most certainly I tell you, I don’t know
you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you
don’t know the day nor the hour in
which the Son of Man is coming.

14 “For it is like a man going into
another country, who called his own
servants and entrusted his goods to
them. 15 To one he gave five
talents,† to another two, to another
one, to each according to his own
ability. Then he went on his jour-
ney. 16 Immediately he who received
the five talents went and traded with
them, and made another five talents.
17 In the same way, he also who got
the two gained another two. 18 But
he who received the one talent went
away and dug in the earth and hid his

lord’s money.
19 “Now after a long time the lord

of those servants came, and settled
accounts with them. 20 He who
received the five talents came and
brought another five talents, saying,
‘Lord, you delivered to me five tal-
ents. Behold, I have gained another
five talents in addition to them.’

21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things, I will
set you over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.’

22 “He also who got the two talents
came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to
me two talents. Behold, I have gained
another two talents in addition to
them.’

23 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things. I will
set you over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.’

24 “He also who had received the
one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I
knew you that you are a hard man,
reaping where you didn’t sow, and
gathering where you didn’t scatter.
25 I was afraid, and went away and hid
your talent in the earth. Behold, you
have what is yours.’

26 “But his lord answered him, ‘You
wicked and slothful servant. You
knew that I reap where I didn’t sow,
and gather where I didn’t scatter.
27 You ought therefore to have de-
posited my money with the bankers,
and at my coming I should have re-
ceived back my own with interest.
28Take away therefore the talent from
him and give it to him who has the
ten talents. 29 For to everyone
who has will be given, and he will
have abundance, but from him who
doesn’t have, even that which he has
will be taken away. 30 Throw out the
unprofitable servant into the outer

* 25:7 The end of the wick of an oil lamp needs to be cut off periodically to avoid having it become
clogged with carbon deposits. The wick height is also adjusted so that the flame burns evenly and gives
good light without producing a lot of smoke. † 25:15 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
(usually used to weigh silver unless otherwise specified)
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darkness, where there will be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth.’

31 “But when the Son of Man comes
in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. 32 Before him
all the nations will be gathered, and
he will separate them one from an-
other, as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33 He will
set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left. 34 Then the
King will tell those on his right hand,
‘Come, blessed of my Father, inherit
the Kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world; 35 for I
was hungry and you gave me food to
eat. I was thirsty and you gave me
drink. I was a stranger and you took
me in. 36 I was naked and you clothed
me. I was sick and you visited me. I
was in prison and you came to me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you a drink? 38 When did
we see you as a stranger and take you
in, or naked and clothe you? 39When
did we see you sick or in prison and
come to you?’

40 “The King will answer them,
‘Most certainly I tell you, because you
did it to one of the least of these my
brothers,‡ you did it to me.’ 41 Then
he will say also to those on the left
hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed,
into the eternal firewhich is prepared
for the devil and his angels; 42 for I
was hungry, and you didn’t give me
food to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave
me no drink; 43 I was a stranger, and
you didn’t take me in; naked, and you
didn’t clothe me; sick, and in prison,
and you didn’t visit me.’

44 “Then they will also answer,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or
naked, or sick, or in prison, and didn’t
help you?’

45 “Then he will answer them, say-
ing, ‘Most certainly I tell you, because
you didn’t do it to one of the least
of these, you didn’t do it to me.’
46 These will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.”

26
1When Jesus had finished all these

words, he said to his disciples, 2 “You
know that after two days the Passover
is coming, and the Son of Man will be
delivered up to be crucified.”

3Then the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders of the people were
gathered together in the court of the
high priest, who was called Caiaphas.
4 They took counsel together that
they might take Jesus by deceit and
kill him. 5 But they said, “Not during
the feast, lest a riot occur among the
people.”

6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany,
in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a
woman came to him having an al-
abaster jar of very expensive oint-
ment, and she poured it on his head
as he sat at the table. 8 But when his
disciples saw this, they were indig-
nant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For
this ointment might have been sold
for much and given to the poor.”

10 However, knowing this, Jesus
said to them, “Whydo you trouble the
woman? She has done a good work
for me. 11 For you always have the
poor with you, but you don’t always
have me. 12 For in pouring this
ointment on my body, she did it to
prepare me for burial. 13 Most cer-
tainly I tell you, wherever this Good
News is preached in the whole world,
what thiswomanhas donewill also be
spoken of as a memorial of her.”

14Then one of the twelve, who was
called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests 15 and said, “What are you
willing to give me if I deliver him to
you?” So they weighed out for him

‡ 25:40 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.”



Matthew 26:16 34 Matthew 26:45

thirty pieces of silver. 16 From that
time he sought opportunity to betray
him.

17 Now on the first day of unleav-
ened bread, the disciples came to Je-
sus, saying to him, “Where do you
want us to prepare for you to eat the
Passover?”

18 He said, “Go into the city to a
certain person, and tell him, ‘The
Teacher says, “My time is at hand. I
will keep the Passover at your house
with my disciples.” ’ ”

19 The disciples did as Jesus com-
manded them, and they prepared the
Passover.

20 Now when evening had come,
he was reclining at the table with
the twelve disciples. 21 As they were
eating, he said, “Most certainly I tell
you that one of you will betray me.”

22 They were exceedingly sorrow-
ful, and each began to ask him, “It
isn’t me, is it, Lord?”

23Heanswered, “Hewhodippedhis
hand with me in the dish will betray
me. 24 The Son of Man goes even as
it is written of him, but woe to that
man throughwhom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would be better for that
man if he had not been born.”

25 Judas, who betrayed him, an-
swered, “It isn’t me, is it, Rabbi?”

He said to him, “You said it.”
26 As they were eating, Jesus took

bread, gave thanks for* it, and broke
it. He gave to the disciples and said,
“Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 He
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
to them, saying, “All of you drink it,
28 for this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for
many for the remission of sins. 29But
I tell you that I will not drink of this
fruit of the vine from now on, until
that day when I drink it anew with
you in my Father’s Kingdom.”

30 When they had sung a hymn,
they went out to the Mount of Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of
you will be made to stumble because
of me tonight, for it is written, ‘I will
strike the shepherd, and the sheep of
the flock will be scattered.’✡ 32 But
after I am raised up, I will go before
you into Galilee.”

33But Peter answered him, “Even if
all will bemade to stumble because of
you, I will never bemade to stumble.”

34 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly
I tell you that tonight, before the
rooster crows, youwill denyme three
times.”

35Peter said to him, “Even if I must
die with you, I will not deny you.” All
of the disciples also said likewise.

36 Then Jesus came with them to
a place called Gethsemane, and said
to his disciples, “Sit here, while I
go there and pray.” 37 He took
with him Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful
and severely troubled. 38 Then he
said to them, “My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here
and watch with me.”

39 He went forward a little, fell
on his face, and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass away fromme; nevertheless, not
what I desire, but what you desire.”

40 He came to the disciples and
found them sleeping, and said to Pe-
ter, “What, couldn’t you watch with
me for one hour? 41Watch and pray,
that you don’t enter into temptation.
The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.”

42 Again, a second time he went
away and prayed, saying, “My Fa-
ther, if this cup can’t pass away from
me unless I drink it, your desire be
done.”

43 He came again and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
44 He left them again, went away,
and prayed a third time, saying the
same words. 45 Then he came to his
disciples and said to them, “Are you

* 26:26 TR reads “blessed” instead of “gave thanks for” ✡ 26:31 Zechariah 13:7
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still sleeping and resting? Behold, the
hour is at hand, and the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
46 Arise, let’s be going. Behold, he
who betrays me is at hand.”

47 While he was still speaking, be-
hold, Judas, one of the twelve, came,
and with him a great multitude with
swords and clubs, from the chief
priests and elders of the people.
48 Now he who betrayed him had
given them a sign, saying, “Whoever
I kiss, he is the one. Seize him.”
49 Immediately he came to Jesus, and
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed
him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, why
are you here?”

Then they came and laid hands on
Jesus, and took him. 51Behold, one of
those who were with Jesus stretched
out his hand and drew his sword, and
struck the servant of the high priest,
and cut off his ear.

52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your
sword back into its place, for all those
who take the sword will die by the
sword. 53 Or do you think that I
couldn’t ask my Father, and he would
even now send me more than twelve
legions of angels? 54How thenwould
the Scriptures be fulfilled that it must
be so?”

55 In that hour Jesus said to the
multitudes, “Have you come out as
against a robber with swords and
clubs to seize me? I sat daily in the
temple teaching, and you didn’t ar-
rest me. 56 But all this has happened
that the Scriptures of the prophets
might be fulfilled.”

Then all the disciples left him and
fled.

57 Those who had taken Jesus led
him away to Caiaphas the high priest,
where the scribes and the elders were
gathered together. 58 But Peter fol-
lowed him from a distance to the
court of the high priest, and entered
in and sat with the officers, to see the
end.

59Now the chief priests, the elders,
and the whole council sought false

testimony against Jesus, that they
might put him to death, 60 and they
found none. Even though many false
witnesses came forward, they found
none. But at last two false witnesses
came forward 61 and said, “This man
said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple
of God, and to build it in three days.’ ”

62 The high priest stood up and
said to him, “Have you no answer?
What is this that these testify against
you?” 63 But Jesus stayed silent. The
high priest answered him, “I adjure
you by the living God that you tell us
whether you are the Christ, the Son of
God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “You have said
so. Nevertheless, I tell you, after this
you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of Power, and coming
on the clouds of the sky.”

65 Then the high priest tore his
clothing, saying, “He has spoken blas-
phemy! Why do we need any more
witnesses? Behold, now you have
heard his blasphemy. 66What do you
think?”

They answered, “He is worthy of
death!” 67 Then they spat in his face
and beat him with their fists, and
some slapped him, 68 saying, “Proph-
esy to us, you Christ! Who hit you?”

69Now Peter was sitting outside in
the court, and a maid came to him,
saying, “You were also with Jesus, the
Galilean!”

70 But he denied it before them all,
saying, “I don’t know what you are
talking about.”

71 When he had gone out onto the
porch, someone else sawhim and said
to those who were there, “This man
also was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

72 Again he denied it with an oath,
“I don’t know the man.”

73 After a little while those who
stood by came and said to Peter,
“Surely you are also one of them, for
your speech makes you known.”

74 Then he began to curse and to
swear, “I don’t know the man!”
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Immediately the rooster crowed.

75 Peter remembered the word which
Jesus had said to him, “Before the
rooster crows, youwill denyme three
times.” Then he went out and wept
bitterly.

27
1Now when morning had come, all

the chief priests and the elders of the
people took counsel against Jesus to
put him to death. 2 They bound him,
led him away, and delivered him up to
Pontius Pilate, the governor.

3 Then Judas, who betrayed him,
when he saw that Jesus was con-
demned, felt remorse, and brought
back the thirty pieces of silver to the
chief priests and elders, 4 saying, “I
have sinned in that I betrayed inno-
cent blood.”

But they said, “What is that to us?
You see to it.”

5He threwdown the pieces of silver
in the sanctuary and departed. Then
he went away and hanged himself.

6 The chief priests took the pieces
of silver and said, “It’s not lawful
to put them into the treasury, since
it is the price of blood.” 7 They
took counsel, and bought the potter’s
field with them to bury strangers
in. 8 Therefore that field has been
called “The Field of Blood” to this
day. 9 Then that which was spoken
through Jeremiah* the prophet was
fulfilled, saying,
“They took the thirty pieces of silver,

the price of him upon whom a
price had been set,

whom some of the children of
Israel priced,

10 and they gave them for the potter’s
field,

as the Lord commanded me.”✡
11 Now Jesus stood before the gov-

ernor; and the governor asked him,
saying, “Are you the King of the
Jews?”

Jesus said to him, “So you say.”

12 When he was accused by the
chief priests and elders, he answered
nothing. 13 Then Pilate said to him,
“Don’t you hear how many things
they testify against you?”

14He gave him no answer, not even
one word, so that the governor mar-
veled greatly.

15 Now at the feast the governor
was accustomed to release to themul-
titude one prisoner whom they de-
sired. 16They had then a notable pris-
oner called Barabbas. 17When there-
fore they were gathered together, Pi-
late said to them, “Whomdoyouwant
me to release to you? Barabbas, or
Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he
knew that because of envy they had
delivered him up.

19While he was sitting on the judg-
ment seat, his wife sent to him, say-
ing, “Have nothing to do with that
righteous man, for I have suffered
many things today in a dream be-
cause of him.”

20 Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the multitudes to
ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.
21 But the governor answered them,
“Which of the two do you want me to
release to you?”

They said, “Barabbas!”
22 Pilate said to them, “What then

shall I do to Jesus who is called
Christ?”

They all said to him, “Let him be
crucified!”

23 But the governor said, “Why?
What evil has he done?”

But they cried out exceedingly,
saying, “Let him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that noth-
ing was being gained, but rather that
a disturbance was starting, he took
water and washed his hands before
the multitude, saying, “I am innocent
of the blood of this righteous person.
You see to it.”

* 27:9 some manuscripts omit “Jeremiah” ✡ 27:10 Zechariah 11:12-13; Jeremiah 19:1-13; 32:6-9
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25 All the people answered, “May

his blood be on us and on our chil-
dren!”

26 Then he released Barabbas to
them, but Jesus he flogged and deliv-
ered to be crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers
took Jesus into the Praetorium, and
gathered thewhole garrison together
against him. 28They stripped himand
put a scarlet robe on him. 29 They
braided a crown of thorns and put it
on his head, and a reed in his right
hand; and they kneeled down before
him and mocked him, saying, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on
him, and took the reed and struck
him on the head. 31 When they had
mocked him, they took the robe off
him, and put his clothes on him, and
led him away to crucify him.

32 As they came out, they found a
man of Cyrene, Simon by name, and
they compelled him to go with them,
that hemight carry his cross. 33When
they came to a place called “Golgo-
tha”, that is to say, “The place of a
skull,” 34 they gave him sour wine† to
drink mixed with gall.‡ When he had
tasted it, he would not drink. 35When
they had crucified him, they divided
his clothing among them, casting
lots,§ 36and they sat andwatched him
there. 37 They set up over his head
the accusation against him written,
“THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE
JEWS.”

38 Then there were two robbers
crucified with him, one on his right
hand and one on the left.

39 Those who passed by blas-
phemed him, wagging their heads
40 and saying, “You who destroy the
temple and build it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God,
come down from the cross!”

41 Likewise the chief priests also
mocking with the scribes, the Phar-
isees,* and the elders, said, 42 “He
saved others, but he can’t save him-
self. If he is the King of Israel, let him
come down from the cross now, and
we will believe in him. 43 He trusts
in God. Let God deliver him now, if
he wants him; for he said, ‘I am the
Son of God.’ ” 44The robbers also who
were crucified with him cast on him
the same reproach.

45 Now from the sixth hour† there
was darkness over all the land until
the ninth hour.‡ 46 About the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,
saying, “Eli, Eli, lima§ sabachthani?”
That is, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”✡

47 Some of them who stood there,
when they heard it, said, “This man is
calling Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of themran and
took a sponge, filled it with vinegar,
put it on a reed, and gave him a drink.
49The rest said, “Let him be. Let’s see
whether Elijah comes to save him.”

50 Jesus cried again with a loud
voice, and yielded up his spirit.

51 Behold, the veil of the temple
was torn in two from the top to
the bottom. The earth quaked and
the rocks were split. 52 The tombs
were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised; 53and coming out of the tombs
after his resurrection, they entered
into the holy city and appeared to
many.

54 Now the centurion and those
who were with him watching Jesus,
when they saw the earthquake and
the things that were done, were ter-
rified, saying, “Truly this was the Son
of God!”

55Many women were there watch-
ing from afar, who had followed Jesus

† 27:34 or, vinegar ‡ 27:34 Gall is a bitter-tasting, dark green oil from a wormwood plant that is
alcoholic in its effect. § 27:35 TR adds “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet:
‘They dividedmy garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots;’ ” [see Psalm 22:18 and John
19:24] * 27:41 TR omits “the Pharisees” † 27:45 noon ‡ 27:45 3:00 p.m. § 27:46 TR reads
“lama” instead of “lima” ✡ 27:46 Psalm 22:1
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from Galilee, serving him. 56 Among
them were Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James and Joses, and
the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

57 When evening had come, a rich
man from Arimathaea named Joseph,
who himself was also Jesus’ disciple,
came. 58 This man went to Pilate and
asked for Jesus’ body. Then Pilate
commanded the body to be given up.
59 Joseph took the body and wrapped
it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid
it in his own new tomb, which he
had cut out in the rock. Then he
rolled a large stone against the door
of the tomb, and departed. 61 Mary
Magdalene was there, and the other
Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.

62 Now on the next day, which was
the day after the Preparation Day, the
chief priests and the Pharisees were
gathered together to Pilate, 63 saying,
“Sir, we remember what that de-
ceiver said while he was still alive:
‘After three days I will rise again.’
64 Command therefore that the tomb
be made secure until the third day,
lest perhaps his disciples come at
night and steal him away, and tell the
people, ‘He is risen from the dead;’
and the last deception will be worse
than the first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a
guard. Go, make it as secure as you
can.” 66 So they went with the guard
and made the tomb secure, sealing
the stone.

28
1Now after the Sabbath, as it began

to dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
came to see the tomb. 2Behold, there
was a great earthquake, for an angel
of the Lord descended from the sky
and came and rolled away the stone
from the door and sat on it. 3 His
appearance was like lightning, and
his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear
of him, the guards shook, and became
like dead men. 5 The angel answered

the women, “Don’t be afraid, for I
know that you seek Jesus, who has
been crucified. 6He is not here, for he
has risen, just like he said. Come, see
the place where the Lord was lying.
7Go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He
has risen from the dead, and behold,
he goes before you into Galilee; there
you will see him.’ Behold, I have told
you.”

8 They departed quickly from the
tomb with fear and great joy, and
ran to bring his disciples word. 9 As
they went to tell his disciples, behold,
Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!”

They came and took hold of his
feet, and worshiped him.

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t
be afraid. Go tell my brothers * that
they should go into Galilee, and there
they will see me.”

11 Now while they were going, be-
hold, some of the guards came into
the city and told the chief priests
all the things that had happened.
12 When they were assembled with
the elders and had taken counsel,
they gave a large amount of silver
to the soldiers, 13 saying, “Say that
his disciples came by night and stole
him away while we slept. 14 If this
comes to the governor’s ears, we will
persuade him and make you free of
worry.” 15 So they took the money
and did as they were told. This saying
was spread abroad among the Jews,
and continues until today.

16 But the eleven disciples went
into Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had sent them. 17 When they
saw him, they bowed down to him;
but some doubted. 18 Jesus came to
them and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to me in
heaven and on earth. 19 Go† and
make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all things

* 28:10 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” † 28:19 TR and NU add “therefore”
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that I commanded you. Behold, I am
with you always, even to the end of
the age.” Amen.
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The Good News According
toMark

1 The beginning of the Good News
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is written in the prophets,
“Behold,* I send my messenger be-

fore your face,
who will prepare your way be-

fore you:✡
3 the voice of one crying in thewilder-

ness,
‘Make ready the way of the Lord!
Make his paths straight!’ ”✡

4 John came baptizing† in the
wilderness and preaching the bap-
tism of repentance for forgiveness of
sins. 5All the country of Judea and all
those of Jerusalem went out to him.
They were baptized by him in the
Jordan river, confessing their sins.
6 John was clothed with camel’s hair
and a leather belt around his waist.
He ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He
preached, saying, “After me comes
he who is mightier than I, the thong
of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and loosen. 8 I baptized
you in‡ water, but he will baptize you
in the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days, Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. 10 Immediately
coming up from the water, he saw
the heavens parting and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 11 A
voice came out of the sky, “You are
my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drovehim
out into the wilderness. 13 He was
there in the wilderness forty days,
tempted by Satan. He was with the

wild animals; and the angels were
serving him.

14 Now after John was taken into
custody, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the Good News of God’s
Kingdom, 15 and saying, “The time
is fulfilled, and God’s Kingdom is at
hand! Repent, and believe in the
Good News.”

16 Passing along by the sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew,
the brother of Simon, casting a net
into the sea, for they were fishermen.
17 Jesus said to them, “Come after me,
and I will make you into fishers for
men.”

18 Immediately they left their nets,
and followed him.

19 Going on a little further from
there, he saw James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, who
were also in the boat mending the
nets. 20 Immediately he called them,
and they left their father, Zebedee, in
the boat with the hired servants, and
went after him.

21 They went into Capernaum, and
immediately on the Sabbath day
he entered into the synagogue and
taught. 22 They were astonished at
his teaching, for he taught them
as having authority, and not as the
scribes. 23 Immediately there was
in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit, and he cried out,
24 saying, “Ha! What do we have to do
with you, Jesus, you Nazarene? Have
you come to destroy us? I know you
who you are: the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
quiet, and come out of him!”

26 The unclean spirit, convulsing
him and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him. 27 They were
all amazed, so that they questioned
among themselves, saying, “What is
this? A new teaching? For with

* 1:2 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. ✡ 1:2 Malachi 3:1 ✡ 1:3 Isaiah 40:3 † 1:4 or, immersing ‡ 1:8 The Greek
word (en) translated here as “in” could also be translated as “with” in some contexts.
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authority he commands even the un-
clean spirits, and they obey him!”
28 The report of him went out imme-
diately everywhere into all the region
of Galilee and its surrounding area.

29 Immediately, when they had
come out of the synagogue, they
came into the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. 30Now
Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick with a
fever, and immediately they told him
about her. 31He came and took her by
the hand and raised her up. The fever
left her immediately,§ and she served
them.

32 At evening, when the sun had
set, they brought to him all who were
sick and those whowere possessed by
demons. 33 All the city was gathered
together at the door. 34 He healed
many who were sick with various
diseases and cast out many demons.
He didn’t allow the demons to speak,
because they knew him.

35 Early in the morning, while it
was still dark, he rose up and went
out, and departed into a deserted
place, and prayed there. 36Simon and
those who were with him searched
for him. 37 They found him and told
him, “Everyone is looking for you.”

38 He said to them, “Let’s go else-
where into the next towns, that I may
preach there also, because I came out
for this reason.” 39He went into their
synagogues throughout all Galilee,
preaching and casting out demons.

40 A leper came to him, begging
him, kneeling down to him, and say-
ing to him, “If you want to, you can
make me clean.”

41 Being moved with compassion,
he stretched out his hand, and
touched him, and said to him, “I want
to. Be made clean.” 42 When he had
said this, immediately the leprosy
departed from him and he was made
clean. 43 He strictly warned him and
immediately sent him out, 44 and said
to him, “See that you say nothing to

anybody, but go show yourself to the
priest and offer for your cleansing the
things which Moses commanded, for
a testimony to them.”

45 But he went out, and began to
proclaim itmuch, and to spread about
the matter, so that Jesus could no
more openly enter into a city, but was
outside in desert places. People came
to him from everywhere.

2
1 When he entered again into

Capernaum after some days, it
was heard that he was at home.
2 Immediately many were gathered
together, so that there was no more
room, not even around the door; and
he spoke the word to them. 3 Four
people came, carrying a paralytic to
him. 4 When they could not come
near to him for the crowd, they
removed the roof where he was.
When they had broken it up, they let
down the mat that the paralytic was
lying on. 5 Jesus, seeing their faith,
said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins
are forgiven you.”

6But therewere someof the scribes
sitting there and reasoning in their
hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak
blasphemies like that? Who can for-
give sins but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in
his spirit that they so reasonedwithin
themselves, said to them, “Why do
you reason these things in your
hearts? 9 Which is easier, to tell the
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or
to say, ‘Arise, and take up your bed,
and walk?’ 10But that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins”—he said to the
paralytic— 11 “I tell you, arise, take up
your mat, and go to your house.”

12 He arose, and immediately took
up the mat and went out in front of
them all, so that theywere all amazed
and glorified God, saying, “We never
saw anything like this!”

§ 1:31 NU omits “immediately”.
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13Hewent out again by the seaside.

All themultitude came to him, and he
taught them. 14 As he passed by, he
saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax office. He said to him, “Follow
me.” And he arose and followed him.

15 He was reclining at the table in
his house, and many tax collectors
and sinners sat down with Jesus and
his disciples, for there were many,
and they followed him. 16The scribes
and the Pharisees, when they saw
that he was eating with the sinners
and tax collectors, said to his disci-
ples, “Why is it that he eats anddrinks
with tax collectors and sinners?”

17 When Jesus heard it, he said to
them, “Those who are healthy have
no need for a physician, but those
who are sick. I came not to call
the righteous, but sinners to repen-
tance.”

18 John’s disciples and the Phar-
isees were fasting, and they came and
asked him, “Why do John’s disciples
and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but your disciples don’t fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “Can the
groomsmen fast while the bride-
groom is with them? As long as they
have the bridegroomwith them, they
can’t fast. 20 But the days will come
when the bridegroom will be taken
away from them, and then they will
fast in that day. 21 No one sews
a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment, or else the patch shrinks
and the new tears away from the old,
and a worse hole is made. 22No one
puts new wine into old wineskins; or
else the newwinewill burst the skins,
and the wine pours out, and the skins
will be destroyed; but they put new
wine into fresh wineskins.”

23He was going on the Sabbath day
through the grain fields; and his dis-
ciples began, as they went, to pluck
the ears of grain. 24ThePharisees said
to him, “Behold, why do they do that
which is not lawful on the Sabbath
day?”

25 He said to them, “Did you never
read what David did when he had
need and was hungry—he, and those
who were with him? 26 How he
entered into God’s house at the time
of Abiathar the high priest, and ate
the show bread, which is not lawful
to eat except for the priests, and gave
also to those who were with him?”

27 He said to them, “The Sabbath
was made for man, not man for the
Sabbath. 28Therefore the Son ofMan
is lord even of the Sabbath.”

3
1 He entered again into the syn-

agogue, and there was a man there
whose hand was withered. 2 They
watched him, whether he would heal
him on the Sabbath day, that they
might accuse him. 3 He said to
the man whose hand was withered,
“Stand up.” 4 He said to them, “Is it
lawful on the Sabbath day to do good
or to do harm? To save a life or to
kill?” But they were silent. 5 When
he had looked around at them with
anger, being grieved at the harden-
ing of their hearts, he said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out, and his hand was
restored as healthy as the other. 6The
Pharisees went out, and immediately
conspired with the Herodians against
him, how they might destroy him.

7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with his
disciples; and a great multitude fol-
lowed him from Galilee, from Judea,
8 from Jerusalem, from Idumaea, be-
yond the Jordan, and those from
around Tyre and Sidon. A great mul-
titude, hearing what great things he
did, came to him. 9 He spoke to
his disciples that a little boat should
stay near him because of the crowd,
so that they wouldn’t press on him.
10 For he had healed many, so that as
many as had diseases pressed on him
that they might touch him. 11 The
unclean spirits, whenever they saw
him, fell down before him and cried,
“You are the Son of God!” 12 He
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sternlywarned them that they should
not make him known.

13 He went up into the mountain
and called to himself those whom he
wanted, and they went to him. 14 He
appointed twelve, that they might be
with him, and that he might send
them out to preach 15 and to have
authority to heal sicknesses and to
cast out demons: 16 Simon (to whom
he gave the name Peter); 17 James the
son of Zebedee; and John, the brother
of James, (whom he called Boan-
erges, which means, Sons of Thun-
der); 18Andrew; Philip; Bartholomew;
Matthew; Thomas; James, the son
of Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon the
Zealot; 19 and Judas Iscariot, who also
betrayed him.

Then he came into a house. 20 The
multitude came together again, so
that they could not so much as eat
bread. 21 When his friends heard it,
they went out to seize him; for they
said, “He is insane.” 22 The scribes
who came down from Jerusalem said,
“He has Beelzebul,” and, “By the
prince of the demons he casts out the
demons.”

23 He summoned them and said to
them in parables, “How can Satan
cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom
is divided against itself, that king-
dom cannot stand. 25 If a house
is divided against itself, that house
cannot stand. 26 If Satan has risen
up against himself, and is divided, he
can’t stand, but has an end. 27 But
no one can enter into the house of
the strong man to plunder unless he
first binds the strong man; then he
will plunder his house.

28 “Most certainly I tell you, all
sins of the descendants of man will
be forgiven, including their blas-
phemies with which they may blas-
pheme; 29 but whoever may blas-
pheme against the Holy Spirit never
has forgiveness, but is subject to eter-
nal condemnation.”* 30 —because
they said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31 His mother and his brothers
came, and standing outside, they sent
to him, calling him. 32 A multitude
was sitting around him, and they
told him, “Behold, your mother, your
brothers, and your sisters† are out-
side looking for you.”

33He answered them, “Who are my
mother andmy brothers?” 34Looking
around at those who sat around him,
he said, “Behold, my mother and my
brothers! 35 For whoever does the
will of God is my brother, my sister,
and mother.”

4
1 Again he began to teach by the

seaside. A great multitude was gath-
ered to him, so that he entered into
a boat in the sea and sat down. All
themultitudewere on the land by the
sea. 2He taught them many things in
parables, and told them in his teach-
ing, 3 “Listen! Behold, the farmer
went out to sow. 4As he sowed, some
seed fell by the road, and the birds*
came and devoured it. 5 Others
fell on the rocky ground, where it
had little soil, and immediately it
sprang up, because it had no depth
of soil. 6 When the sun had risen,
it was scorched; and because it had
no root, it withered away. 7 Others
fell among the thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked it, and it yielded
no fruit. 8 Others fell into the good
ground and yielded fruit, growing
up and increasing. Some produced
thirty times, some sixty times, and
some one hundred times as much.”
9 He said, “Whoever has ears to hear,
let him hear.”

10 When he was alone, those who
were around him with the twelve
asked him about the parables. 11 He
said to them, “To you is given the
mystery of God’s Kingdom, but to
those who are outside, all things are
done in parables, 12 that ‘seeing they

* 3:29 NU reads, guilty of an eternal sin. † 3:32 TR omits “your sisters” * 4:4 TR adds “of the
air”
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may see and not perceive, and hear-
ing they may hear and not under-
stand, lest perhaps they should turn
again, and their sins should be for-
given them.’ ”✡

13 He said to them, “Don’t you
understand this parable? How will
you understand all of the parables?
14 The farmer sows the word. 15 The
ones by the road are the ones where
the word is sown; and when they
haveheard, immediately Satan comes
and takes away the word which has
been sown in them. 16 These in
the same way are those who are sown
on the rocky places, who, when they
have heard the word, immediately
receive it with joy. 17 They have
no root in themselves, but are short-
lived. When oppression or persecu-
tion arises because of the word, im-
mediately they stumble. 18 Others
are those who are sown among the
thorns. These are those who have
heard the word, 19 and the cares
of this age, and the deceitfulness of
riches, and the lusts of other things
entering in choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful. 20 Those which
were sown on the good ground are
those who hear the word, accept it,
and bear fruit, some thirty times,
some sixty times, and some one hun-
dred times.”

21 He said to them, “Is a lamp
brought to be put under a basket †
or under a bed? Isn’t it put on a
stand? 22For there is nothing hidden
except that it should be made known,
neitherwas anythingmade secret but
that it should come to light. 23 If any
man has ears to hear, let him hear.”

24He said to them, “Take heedwhat
you hear. With whatever measure
you measure, it will be measured to
you; and more will be given to you
who hear. 25 For whoever has, to
him more will be given; and he who
doesn’t have, even that which he has
will be taken away from him.”

26 He said, “God’s Kingdom is as if
a man should cast seed on the earth,
27 and should sleep and rise night and
day, and the seed should spring up
and grow, though he doesn’t know
how. 28 For the earth bears fruit by
itself: first the blade, then the ear,
then the full grain in the ear. 29 But
when the fruit is ripe, immediately he
puts in the sickle, because the harvest
has come.”

30He said, “Howwill we liken God’s
Kingdom? Or with what parable will
we illustrate it? 31 It’s like a grain of
mustard seed, which, when it is sown
in the earth, though it is less than
all the seeds that are on the earth,
32 yet when it is sown, grows up and
becomes greater than all the herbs,
and puts out great branches, so that
the birds of the sky can lodge under
its shadow.”

33 With many such parables he
spoke the word to them, as they were
able to hear it. 34Without a parable he
didn’t speak to them; but privately to
his own disciples he explained every-
thing.

35 On that day, when evening had
come, he said to them, “Let’s go over
to the other side.” 36Leaving themul-
titude, they took himwith them, even
as he was, in the boat. Other small
boats were also with him. 37 A big
wind storm arose, and the waves beat
into the boat, so much that the boat
was already filled. 38 He himself was
in the stern, asleep on the cushion;
and they woke him up and asked him,
“Teacher, don’t you care that we are
dying?”

39He awoke and rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
The wind ceased and there was a
great calm. 40He said to them, “Why
are you so afraid? How is it that you
have no faith?”

41Theywere greatly afraid and said
to one another, “Who then is this,

✡ 4:12 Isaiah 6:9-10 † 4:21 literally, a modion, a dry measuring basket containing about a peck
(about 9 liters)
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that even the wind and the sea obey
him?”

5
1 They came to the other side

of the sea, into the country of the
Gadarenes. 2 When he had come out
of the boat, immediately a man with
an unclean spirit met him out of the
tombs. 3 He lived in the tombs. No-
body could bind him any more, not
even with chains, 4 because he had
been often bound with fetters and
chains, and the chains had been torn
apart by him, and the fetters broken
in pieces. Nobody had the strength to
tame him. 5Always, night and day, in
the tombs and in the mountains, he
was crying out, and cutting himself
with stones. 6 When he saw Jesus
from afar, he ran and bowed down
to him, 7 and crying out with a loud
voice, he said, “What have I to do
with you, Jesus, you Son of the Most
High God? I adjure you by God, don’t
torment me.” 8 For he said to him,
“Come out of the man, you unclean
spirit!”

9 He asked him, “What is your
name?”

He said to him, “Myname is Legion,
for we are many.” 10 He begged him
much that he would not send them
away out of the country. 11 Now
on the mountainside there was a
great herd of pigs feeding. 12 All the
demons begged him, saying, “Send us
into the pigs, that we may enter into
them.”

13At once Jesus gave them permis-
sion. The unclean spirits came out
and entered into the pigs. The herd of
about two thousand rushed down the
steep bank into the sea, and theywere
drowned in the sea. 14 Those who fed
the pigs fled, and told it in the city
and in the country.

The people came to see what it was
that had happened. 15 They came
to Jesus, and saw him who had been
possessed by demons sitting, clothed,
and in his right mind, even him who
had the legion; and they were afraid.

16 Those who saw it declared to them
what happened to him who was pos-
sessed by demons, and about the pigs.
17 They began to beg him to depart
from their region.

18 As he was entering into the
boat, he who had been possessed by
demons begged him that he might be
with him. 19He didn’t allow him, but
said to him, “Go to your house, to
your friends, and tell themwhat great
things the Lord has done for you and
how he had mercy on you.”

20 He went his way, and began to
proclaim in Decapolis how Jesus had
done great things for him, and every-
one marveled.

21 When Jesus had crossed back
over in the boat to the other side, a
great multitude was gathered to him;
and he was by the sea. 22 Behold,
one of the rulers of the synagogue,
Jairus byname, came; and seeinghim,
he fell at his feet 23 and begged him
much, saying, “My little daughter is
at thepoint of death. Please comeand
lay your hands on her, that she may
be made healthy, and live.”

24 He went with him, and a great
multitude followed him, and they
pressed upon him on all sides. 25 A
certain woman who had a discharge
of blood for twelve years, 26 and had
suffered many things by many physi-
cians, and had spent all that she had,
and was no better, but rather grew
worse, 27 having heard the things
concerning Jesus, came up behind
him in the crowd and touched his
clothes. 28 For she said, “If I just
touchhis clothes, Iwill bemadewell.”
29 Immediately the flow of her blood
was dried up, and she felt in her body
that she was healed of her affliction.

30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving
in himself that the power had gone
out from him, turned around in the
crowd and asked, “Who touched my
clothes?”

31 His disciples said to him, “You
see the multitude pressing against
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you, and you say, ‘Who touched
me?’ ”

32 He looked around to see her
who had done this thing. 33 But
the woman, fearing and trembling,
knowing what had been done to her,
came and fell down before him, and
told him all the truth.

34 He said to her, “Daughter, your
faith has made you well. Go in peace,
and be cured of your disease.”

35While he was still speaking, peo-
ple came from the synagogue ruler’s
house, saying, “Your daughter is
dead. Why bother the Teacher any
more?”

36 But Jesus, when he heard the
message spoken, immediately said to
the ruler of the synagogue, “Don’t be
afraid, only believe.” 37 He allowed
no one to follow him except Peter,
James, and John the brother of James.
38 He came to the synagogue ruler’s
house, and he saw an uproar, weep-
ing, and great wailing. 39 When he
had entered in, he said to them, “Why
do you make an uproar and weep?
The child is not dead, but is asleep.”

40 They ridiculed him. But he,
having put them all out, took the
father of the child, her mother, and
thosewhowerewithhim, andwent in
where the child was lying. 41 Taking
the child by the hand, he said to her,
“Talitha cumi!” which means, being
interpreted, “Girl, I tell you, get up!”
42 Immediately the girl rose up and
walked, for she was twelve years old.
They were amazed with great amaze-
ment. 43 He strictly ordered them
that no one should know this, and
commanded that something should
be given to her to eat.

6
1 He went out from there. He

came into his own country, and his
disciples followed him. 2 When the
Sabbath had come, he began to teach
in the synagogue, and many hearing
him were astonished, saying, “Where
did this man get these things?” and,

“What is the wisdom that is given
to this man, that such mighty works
come about by his hands? 3 Isn’t this
the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James, Joses, Judah, and
Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with
us?” So they were offended at him.

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet
is not without honor, except in his
own country, and among his own rel-
atives, and in his own house.” 5 He
could do no mighty work there, ex-
cept that he laid his hands on a few
sick people and healed them. 6 He
marveled because of their unbelief.

He went around the villages teach-
ing. 7He called to himself the twelve,
and began to send them out two by
two; and he gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. 8He commanded
them that they should take nothing
for their journey, except a staff only:
no bread, no wallet, no money in
their purse, 9 but to wear sandals,
and not put on two tunics. 10 He
said to them, “Wherever you enter
into a house, stay there until you
depart from there. 11 Whoever will
not receive you nor hear you, as you
depart from there, shake off the dust
that is under your feet for a testimony
against them. Assuredly, I tell you,
it will be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment
than for that city!”

12 They went out and preached
that people should repent. 13 They
cast out many demons, and anointed
many with oil who were sick and
healed them. 14 King Herod heard
this, for his namehad become known,
and he said, “John the Baptizer has
risen from the dead, and therefore
these powers are at work in him.”
15But others said, “He is Elijah.” Oth-
ers said, “He is a prophet, or like one
of the prophets.” 16 But Herod, when
he heard this, said, “This is John,
whom I beheaded. He has risen from
the dead.” 17 For Herod himself had
sent out and arrested John and bound
him in prison for the sake ofHerodias,
his brother Philip’s wife, for he had
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married her. 18 For John had said
to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to
have your brother’swife.” 19Herodias
set herself against him and desired
to kill him, but she couldn’t, 20 for
Herod feared John, knowing that he
was a righteous and holy man, and
kept him safe. When he heard him,
he didmany things, and he heard him
gladly.

21 Then a convenient day came
when Herod on his birthday made a
supper for his nobles, the high of-
ficers, and the chief men of Galilee.
22 When the daughter of Herodias
herself came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and those sitting with
him. The king said to the young lady,
“Askmewhatever youwant, and Iwill
give it to you.” 23 He swore to her,
“Whatever you ask of me, I will give
you, up to half of my kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her
mother, “What shall I ask?”

She said, “The head of John the
Baptizer.”

25 She came in immediately with
haste to the king and requested, “I
want you to give me right now the
head of John the Baptizer on a plat-
ter.”

26 The king was exceedingly sorry,
but for the sake of his oaths and of
his dinner guests, he didn’t wish to
refuse her. 27 Immediately the king
sent out a soldier of his guard and
commanded to bring John’s head; and
he went and beheaded him in the
prison, 28 and brought his head on
a platter, and gave it to the young
lady; and the young lady gave it to her
mother.

29 When his disciples heard this,
they came and took up his corpse and
laid it in a tomb.

30 The apostles gathered them-
selves together to Jesus, and they told
him all things, whatever they had
done, and whatever they had taught.

31He said to them, “Come away into a
deserted place, and rest awhile.” For
there were many coming and going,
and they had no leisure so much as
to eat. 32 They went away in the boat
to a deserted place by themselves.
33 They* saw them going, and many
recognized him and ran there on foot
from all the cities. They arrived be-
fore them and came together to him.
34 Jesus came out, saw a great multi-
tude, and he had compassion on them
because they were like sheep without
a shepherd; and he began to teach
them many things. 35 When it was
late in the day, his disciples came to
him and said, “This place is deserted,
and it is late in the day. 36 Send
them away, that they may go into the
surrounding country and villages and
buy themselves bread, for they have
nothing to eat.”

37But he answered them, “You give
them something to eat.”

They asked him, “Shall we go and
buy two hundred denarii† worth of
bread and give them something to
eat?”

38 He said to them, “How many
loaves do you have? Go see.”

When they knew, they said, “Five,
and two fish.”

39 He commanded them that ev-
eryone should sit down in groups on
the green grass. 40 They sat down
in ranks, by hundreds and by fifties.
41 He took the five loaves and the
two fish; and looking up to heaven,
he blessed and broke the loaves, and
he gave to his disciples to set before
them, and he divided the two fish
among them all. 42 They all ate and
were filled. 43 They took up twelve
baskets full of broken pieces and also
of the fish. 44 Those who ate the
loaves were‡ five thousand men.

45 Immediately he made his disci-
ples get into the boat and go ahead
to the other side, to Bethsaida, while

* 6:33 TR reads “The multitudes” instead of “They” † 6:37 200 denarii was about 7 or 8 months
wages for an agricultural laborer. ‡ 6:44 TR adds “about”
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he himself sent the multitude away.
46After he had taken leave of them, he
went up the mountain to pray.

47 When evening had come, the
boat was in the middle of the sea, and
he was alone on the land. 48 Seeing
them distressed in rowing, for the
wind was contrary to them, about the
fourth watch of the night he came
to them, walking on the sea; ✡ and
he would have passed by them, 49 but
they, when they saw him walking on
the sea, supposed that it was a ghost,
and cried out; 50 for they all saw him
and were troubled. But he imme-
diately spoke with them and said to
them, “Cheer up! It is I!§ Don’t be
afraid.” 51 He got into the boat with
them; and the wind ceased, and they
were very amazed among themselves,
and marveled; 52 for they hadn’t un-
derstood about the loaves, but their
hearts were hardened.

53 When they had crossed over,
they came to land at Gennesaret and
moored to the shore. 54 When they
had come out of the boat, imme-
diately the people recognized him,
55 and ran around that whole region,
and began to bring those who were
sick on their mats to where they
heard hewas. 56Wherever he entered
—into villages, or into cities, or into
the country—they laid the sick in the
marketplaces and begged him that
they might just touch the fringe* of
his garment; and as many as touched
him were made well.

7
1 Then the Pharisees and some

of the scribes gathered together to
him, having come from Jerusalem.
2 Now when they saw some of his
disciples eating bread with defiled,
that is unwashed, hands, they found
fault. 3 (For the Pharisees and all
the Jews don’t eat unless they wash

their hands and forearms, holding to
the tradition of the elders. 4 They
don’t eat when they come from the
marketplace unless they bathe them-
selves, and there are many other
things which they have received to
hold to: washings of cups, pitchers,
bronze vessels, and couches.) 5 The
Pharisees and the scribes asked him,
“Why don’t your disciples walk ac-
cording to the tradition of the elders,
but eat their bread with unwashed
hands?”

6He answered them, “Well did Isa-
iah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it
is written,
‘This people honors me with their

lips,
but their heart is far from me.

7 They worship me in vain,
teaching as doctrines the com-

mandments of men.’✡
8 “For you set aside the command-

ment of God, and hold tightly to
the tradition of men —the washing
of pitchers and cups, and you do
many other such things.” 9 He said
to them, “Full well do you reject the
commandment of God, that you may
keep your tradition. 10 For Moses
said, ‘Honor your father and your
mother;’✡ and, ‘He who speaks evil
of father or mother, let him be put to
death.’✡ 11But you say, ‘If a man tells
his father or his mother, “Whatever
profit you might have received from
me is Corban,” ’ ”* that is to say, given
to God, 12 “then you no longer allow
him to do anything for his father or
his mother, 13 making void the word
of God by your tradition which you
have handed down. You do many
things like this.”

14 He called all the multitude to
himself and said to them, “Hear me,
all of you, and understand. 15 There
is nothing from outside of the man
that going into him can defile him;

✡ 6:48 See Job 9:8 § 6:50 or, “I AM!” * 6:56 or, tassel ✡ 7:7 Isaiah 29:13 ✡ 7:10 Exodus
20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 7:10 Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9 * 7:11 Corban is a Hebrew word for
an offering devoted to God.
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but the things which proceed out of
theman are those that defile theman.
16 If anyone has ears to hear, let him
hear!”†

17 When he had entered into a
house away from the multitude, his
disciples asked him about the para-
ble. 18 He said to them, “Are you
also without understanding? Don’t
you perceive that whatever goes into
the man from outside can’t defile
him, 19 because it doesn’t go into his
heart, but into his stomach, then into
the latrine, making all foods clean?”‡
20 He said, “That which proceeds out
of the man, that defiles the man.
21 For from within, out of the hearts
of men, proceed evil thoughts, adul-
teries, sexual sins, murders, thefts,
22 covetings, wickedness, deceit, lust-
ful desires, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, and foolishness. 23 All these
evil things come from within and de-
file the man.”

24 From there he arose and went
away into the borders of Tyre and
Sidon. He entered into a house and
didn’t want anyone to know it, but
he couldn’t escape notice. 25 For
a woman whose little daughter had
an unclean spirit, having heard of
him, came and fell down at his feet.
26 Now the woman was a Greek, a
Syrophoenician by race. She begged
him that hewould cast the demon out
of her daughter. 27 But Jesus said to
her, “Let the children be filled first,
for it is not appropriate to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the
dogs.”

28 But she answered him, “Yes,
Lord. Yet even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.”

29 He said to her, “For this saying,
go your way. The demon has gone out
of your daughter.”

30 She went away to her house, and
found the child having been laid on
the bed, with the demon gone out.

31Again he departed from the bor-
ders of Tyre and Sidon, and came to
the sea of Galilee through the middle
of the region of Decapolis. 32 They
brought to him one who was deaf
and had an impediment in his speech.
They begged him to lay his hand on
him. 33 He took him aside from the
multitude privately and put his fin-
gers into his ears; and he spat and
touched his tongue. 34 Looking up
to heaven, he sighed, and said to
him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be
opened!” 35 Immediately his ears
were opened, and the impediment of
his tonguewas released, and he spoke
clearly. 36 He commanded them that
they should tell no one, but the
more he commanded them, so much
the more widely they proclaimed it.
37They were astonished beyondmea-
sure, saying, “He has done all things
well. He makes even the deaf hear
and the mute speak!”

8
1 In those days, when there was a

very great multitude, and they had
nothing to eat, Jesus called his disci-
ples to himself and said to them, 2 “I
have compassion on the multitude,
because they have stayed with me
now three days and have nothing to
eat. 3 If I send them away fasting
to their home, they will faint on the
way, for some of them have come a
long way.”

4 His disciples answered him,
“From where could one satisfy these
people with bread here in a deserted
place?”

5He asked them, “Howmany loaves
do you have?”

They said, “Seven.”
6 He commanded the multitude

to sit down on the ground, and he
took the seven loaves. Having given
thanks, he broke them and gave them
to his disciples to serve, and they
served the multitude. 7They also had

† 7:16 NU omits verse 16. ‡ 7:19 NU ends Jesus’ direct quote and question after “latrine”, ending
the verse with “Thus he declared all foods clean.
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a few small fish. Having blessed them,
he said to serve these also. 8 They
ate and were filled. They took up
seven baskets of broken pieces that
were left over. 9Those who had eaten
were about four thousand. Then he
sent them away.

10 Immediately he entered into the
boat with his disciples and came into
the region of Dalmanutha. 11 The
Pharisees came out and began to
question him, seeking from him a
sign from heaven and testing him.
12 He sighed deeply in his spirit and
said, “Why does this generation* seek
a sign? Most certainly I tell you, no
sign will be given to this generation.”

13He left them, and again entering
into the boat, departed to the other
side. 14They forgot to take bread; and
they didn’t have more than one loaf
in the boat with them. 15 He warned
them, saying, “Take heed: beware of
the yeast of the Pharisees and the
yeast of Herod.”

16They reasoned with one another,
saying, “It’s because we have no
bread.”

17 Jesus, perceiving it, said to them,
“Why do you reason that it’s because
you have no bread? Don’t you per-
ceive yet or understand? Is your
heart still hardened? 18Having eyes,
don’t you see? Having ears, don’t you
hear? Don’t you remember? 19When
I broke the five loaves among the five
thousand, how many baskets full of
broken pieces did you take up?”

They told him, “Twelve.”
20 “When the seven loaves fed the

four thousand, howmany baskets full
of broken pieces did you take up?”

They told him, “Seven.”
21 He asked them, “Don’t you un-

derstand yet?”
22 He came to Bethsaida. They

brought a blind man to him and
begged him to touch him. 23 He took
hold of the blind man by the hand,

and brought him out of the village.
When he had spat on his eyes, and
laid his hands on him, he asked him
if he saw anything.

24 He looked up, and said, “I see
men, but I see them like walking
trees.”

25 Then again he laid his hands on
his eyes. He looked intently, and was
restored, and saw everyone clearly.
26 He sent him away to his house,
saying, “Don’t enter into the village,
nor tell anyone in the village.”

27 Jesuswent out, with his disciples,
into the villages of Caesarea Philippi.
On the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do men say that I am?”

28 They told him, “John the Bap-
tizer, and others say Elijah, but oth-
ers, one of the prophets.”

29He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the
Christ.”

30 He commanded them that they
should tell no one about him. 31 He
began to teach them that the Son of
Man must suffer many things, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again. 32He
spoke to them openly. Peter took him
and began to rebuke him. 33 But he,
turning around and seeing his disci-
ples, rebuked Peter, and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you have in
mind not the things of God, but the
things of men.”

34 He called the multitude to him-
self with his disciples and said to
them, “Whoever wants to come after
me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me. 35 For
whoever wants to save his life will
lose it; and whoever will lose his life
for my sake and the sake of the Good
News will save it. 36 For what does it
profit a man to gain the whole world
and forfeit his life? 37 For what will
a man give in exchange for his life?

* 8:12 The word translated “generation” here (genea) could also be translated “people”, “race”, or
“family”.
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38 For whoever will be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, the Son of Man
also will be ashamed of him when he
comes in his Father’s glory with the
holy angels.”

9
1He said to them, “Most certainly I

tell you, there are some standing here
who will in no way taste death until
they see God’s Kingdom come with
power.”

2After six days Jesus took with him
Peter, James, and John, and brought
them up onto a high mountain pri-
vately by themselves, and he was
changed into another form in front
of them. 3 His clothing became glis-
tening, exceedingly white, like snow,
such as no launderer on earth can
whiten them. 4 Elijah and Moses ap-
peared to them, and theywere talking
with Jesus.

5 Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it
is good for us to be here. Let’s make
three tents: one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 For he
didn’t know what to say, for they
were very afraid.

7 A cloud came, overshadowing
them, and a voice came out of the
cloud, “This ismy beloved Son. Listen
to him.”

8 Suddenly looking around, they
saw no one with them any more, ex-
cept Jesus only.

9 As they were coming down from
the mountain, he commanded them
that they should tell no one what
things they had seen, until after the
Son of Man had risen from the dead.
10 They kept this saying to them-
selves, questioning what the “rising
from the dead” meant.

11They asked him, saying, “Why do
the scribes say that Elijah must come
first?”

12 He said to them, “Elijah indeed
comes first, and restores all things.
How is it written about the Son of
Man, that he should suffer many

things and be despised? 13 But I tell
you that Elijah has come, and they
have also done to him whatever they
wanted to, even as it is written about
him.”

14 Coming to the disciples, he
saw a great multitude around them,
and scribes questioning them.
15 Immediately all the multitude,
when they saw him, were greatly
amazed, and running to him, greeted
him. 16 He asked the scribes, “What
are you asking them?”

17 One of the multitude answered,
“Teacher, I brought to you my son,
who has a mute spirit; 18 and wher-
ever it seizes him, it throws him
down; and he foams at the mouth,
grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. I
asked your disciples to cast it out, and
they weren’t able.”

19 He answered him, “Unbelieving
generation, how long shall I be with
you? How long shall I bear with you?
Bring him to me.”

20 They brought him to him, and
when he saw him, immediately the
spirit convulsed him and he fell on
the ground, wallowing and foaming
at the mouth.

21 He asked his father, “How long
has it been since this has been hap-
pening to him?”

He said, “From childhood. 22 Often
it has cast him both into the fire and
into the water to destroy him. But
if you can do anything, have compas-
sion on us and help us.”

23 Jesus said to him, “If you can
believe, all things are possible to him
who believes.”

24 Immediately the father of the
child cried out with tears, “I believe.
Help my unbelief!”

25When Jesus saw that a multitude
came running together, he rebuked
the unclean spirit, saying to him,
“Youmute and deaf spirit, I command
you, comeout of him, andnever enter
him again!”

26 After crying out and convulsing
him greatly, it came out of him. The
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boy became like one dead, so much
that most of them said, “He is dead.”
27But Jesus took him by the hand and
raised him up; and he arose.

28 When he had come into the
house, his disciples asked him pri-
vately, “Why couldn’t we cast it out?”

29 He said to them, “This kind can
come out by nothing but by prayer
and fasting.”

30 They went out from there and
passed through Galilee. He didn’t
want anyone to know it, 31 for he
was teaching his disciples, and said
to them, “The Son of Man is being
handed over to the hands ofmen, and
they will kill him; and when he is
killed, on the third day he will rise
again.”

32 But they didn’t understand the
saying, and were afraid to ask him.

33 He came to Capernaum, and
when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you arguing
among yourselves on the way?”

34But theywere silent, for they had
disputedwith one another on theway
about who was the greatest.

35 He sat down and called the
twelve; and he said to them, “If any
man wants to be first, he shall be last
of all, and servant of all.” 36He took a
little child and set him in the middle
of them. Taking him in his arms, he
said to them, 37 “Whoever receives
one such little child in my name re-
ceives me; and whoever receives me,
doesn’t receive me, but him who sent
me.”

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we
saw someone who doesn’t follow us
casting out demons in your name;
and we forbade him, because he
doesn’t follow us.”

39But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid him,
for there is no one who will do a
mighty work in my name and be able
quickly to speak evil of me. 40 For
whoever is not against us is on our
side. 41 For whoever will give you a

cup of water to drink in my name be-
cause you are Christ’s, most certainly
I tell you, he will in no way lose his
reward.

42 “Whoever will cause one of these
little ones who believe in me to stum-
ble, it would be better for him if
he were thrown into the sea with a
millstone hung around his neck. 43 If
your hand causes you to stumble, cut
it off. It is better for you to enter
into life maimed, rather than having
your two hands to go into Gehenna, *
into the unquenchable fire, 44 ‘where
their worm doesn’t die, and the fire
is not quenched.’ ✡† 45 If your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off. It
is better for you to enter into life
lame, rather than having your two
feet to be cast into Gehenna, ‡ into
the fire that will never be quenched—
46 ‘where their worm doesn’t die, and
the fire is not quenched.’ § 47 If your
eye causes you to stumble, throw it
out. It is better for you to enter into
God’s Kingdom with one eye, rather
than having two eyes to be cast into
the Gehenna* of fire, 48 ‘where their
worm doesn’t die, and the fire is not
quenched.’ ✡ 49 For everyone will be
salted with fire, and every sacrifice
will be seasoned with salt. 50 Salt
is good, but if the salt has lost its
saltiness, with what will you season
it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.”

10
1 He arose from there and came

into the borders of Judea and be-
yond the Jordan. Multitudes came
together to him again. As he usually
did, he was again teaching them.

2 Pharisees came to him testing
him, and asked him, “Is it lawful for
a man to divorce his wife?”

3 He answered, “What did Moses
command you?”

* 9:43 or, Hell ✡ 9:44 Isaiah 66:24 † 9:44 NU omits verse 44. ‡ 9:45 or, Hell § 9:46 NU
omits verse 46. * 9:47 or, Hell ✡ 9:48 Isaiah 66:24
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4 They said, “Moses allowed a cer-

tificate of divorce to be written, and
to divorce her.”

5 But Jesus said to them, “For your
hardness of heart, he wrote you this
commandment. 6 But from the
beginning of the creation, God made
them male and female.✡ 7 For this
cause a man will leave his father and
mother, and will join to his wife,
8 and the two will become one flesh,✡
so that they are no longer two, but
one flesh. 9 What therefore God
has joined together, let no man sep-
arate.”

10 In the house, his disciples asked
him again about the same matter.
11He said to them, “Whoever divorces
his wife and marries another com-
mits adultery against her. 12 If a
woman herself divorces her husband
and marries another, she commits
adultery.”

13 They were bringing to him little
children, that he should touch them,
but the disciples rebuked those who
were bringing them. 14 But when
Jesus saw it, he was moved with in-
dignation and said to them, “Allow
the little children to come to me!
Don’t forbid them, for God’s Kingdom
belongs to such as these. 15 Most
certainly I tell you, whoever will not
receive God’s Kingdom like a little
child, he will in no way enter into
it.” 16 He took them in his arms and
blessed them, laying his hands on
them.

17As he was going out into the way,
one ran to him, knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what shall
I do that I may inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you
call me good? No one is good ex-
cept one —God. 19 You know the
commandments: ‘Do notmurder,’ ‘Do
not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not steal,’
‘Do not give false testimony,’ ‘Do
not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and
mother.’ ”✡

20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have
observed all these things from my
youth.”

21 Jesus looking at him loved him,
and said to him, “One thing you lack.
Go, sell whatever you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow me, tak-
ing up the cross.”

22 But his face fell at that saying,
and he went away sorrowful, for he
was one who had great possessions.

23 Jesus looked around and said to
his disciples, “How difficult it is for
those who have riches to enter into
God’s Kingdom!”

24The disciples were amazed at his
words. But Jesus answered again,
“Children, how hard it is for those
who trust in riches to enter into God’s
Kingdom! 25 It is easier for a camel
to go through a needle’s eye than
for a rich man to enter into God’s
Kingdom.”

26 They were exceedingly aston-
ished, saying to him, “Then who can
be saved?”

27 Jesus, looking at them, said,
“With men it is impossible, but not
with God, for all things are possible
with God.”

28 Peter began to tell him, “Behold,
we have left all and have followed
you.”

29 Jesus said, “Most certainly I tell
you, there is no one who has left
house, or brothers, or sisters, or fa-
ther, or mother, or wife, or children,
or land, for my sake, and for the
sake of the Good News, 30 but he
will receive one hundred times more
now in this time: houses, brothers,
sisters, mothers, children, and land,
with persecutions; and in the age to
come eternal life. 31 But many who
are firstwill be last, and the last first.”

32 They were on the way, going up
to Jerusalem; and Jesus was going in
front of them, and they were amazed;
and those who followed were afraid.
He again took the twelve, and began

✡ 10:6 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 10:8 Genesis 2:24 ✡ 10:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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to tell them the things that were go-
ing to happen to him. 33 “Behold,
we are going up to Jerusalem. The
Son of Man will be delivered to the
chief priests and the scribes. They
will condemn him to death, and will
deliver him to the Gentiles. 34 They
will mock him, spit on him, scourge
him, and kill him. On the third day he
will rise again.”

35 James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, came near to him, saying,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we will ask.”

36 He said to them, “What do you
want me to do for you?”

37 They said to him, “Grant to us
that we may sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left hand, in
your glory.”

38 But Jesus said to them, “You
don’t know what you are asking. Are
you able to drink the cup that I drink,
and to be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with?”

39 They said to him, “We are able.”
Jesus said to them, “You shall in-

deed drink the cup that I drink, and
you shall be baptized with the bap-
tism that I am baptized with; 40 but
to sit at my right hand and at my
left hand is not mine to give, but for
whom it has been prepared.”

41 When the ten heard it, they be-
gan to be indignant toward James and
John.

42 Jesus summoned them and said
to them, “You know that theywho are
recognized as rulers over the nations
lord it over them, and their great
ones exercise authority over them.
43 But it shall not be so among you,
but whoever wants to become great
among you shall be your servant.
44 Whoever of you wants to become
first among you shall be bondservant
of all. 45For the Son ofMan also came
not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.”

46They came to Jericho. As hewent
out from Jericho with his disciples
and a great multitude, the son of
Timaeus, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar,
was sitting by the road. 47 When he
heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene,
he began to cry out and say, “Jesus,
you son of David, have mercy onme!”
48 Many rebuked him, that he should
be quiet, but he cried out muchmore,
“You son of David, have mercy on
me!”

49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call
him.”

They called the blind man, saying
to him, “Cheer up! Get up. He is
calling you!”

50 He, casting away his cloak,
sprang up, and came to Jesus.

51 Jesus asked him, “What do you
want me to do for you?”

The blind man said to him, “Rab-
boni,* that I may see again.”

52 Jesus said to him, “Go your way.
Your faith has made you well.” Im-
mediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus on the way.

11
1 When they came near to

Jerusalem, to Bethsphage* and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, he
sent two of his disciples 2 and said to
them, “Go your way into the village
that is opposite you. Immediately
as you enter into it, you will find a
young donkey tied, on which no one
has sat. Untie him and bring him. 3 If
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs him;’ and
immediately he will send him back
here.”

4 They went away, and found a
young donkey tied at the door outside
in the open street, and they untied
him. 5 Some of those who stood there
asked them, “What are you doing,
untying the young donkey?” 6 They

* 10:51 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “great teacher.” * 11:1 TR & NU read
“Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage”
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said to them just as Jesus had said, and
they let them go.

7 They brought the young donkey
to Jesus and threw their garments on
it, and Jesus sat on it. 8 Many spread
their garments on the way, and oth-
ers were cutting down branches from
the trees and spreading them on the
road. 9 Those who went in front
and those who followed cried out,
“Hosanna!† Blessed is he who comes
in the nameof the Lord!✡ 10Blessed is
the kingdom of our father David that
is coming in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”

11 Jesus entered into the temple
in Jerusalem. When he had looked
around at everything, it being now
evening, he went out to Bethany with
the twelve.

12 The next day, when they had
come out from Bethany, he was hun-
gry. 13Seeing a fig tree afar off having
leaves, he came to see if perhaps he
might find anything on it. When
he came to it, he found nothing but
leaves, for it was not the season for
figs. 14 Jesus told it, “May no one ever
eat fruit from you again!” and his
disciples heard it.

15 They came to Jerusalem, and
Jesus entered into the temple and
began to throw out those who sold
and those who bought in the temple,
and overthrew the money changers’
tables and the seats of those who sold
the doves. 16 He would not allow
anyone to carry a container through
the temple. 17 He taught, saying to
them, “Isn’t it written, ‘My house will
be called a house of prayer for all the
nations?’✡ But you have made it a
den of robbers!”✡

18 The chief priests and the scribes
heard it, and sought how they might
destroy him. For they feared him,
because all the multitude was aston-
ished at his teaching.

19 When evening came, he went
out of the city. 20 As they passed
by in the morning, they saw the fig
tree withered away from the roots.
21 Peter, remembering, said to him,
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree which you
cursed has withered away.”

22 Jesus answered them, “Have faith
in God. 23 For most certainly I tell
you, whoever may tell this mountain,
‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’
and doesn’t doubt in his heart, but
believes that what he says is happen-
ing, he shall have whatever he says.
24Therefore I tell you, all thingswhat-
ever you pray and ask for, believe that
youhave received them, and you shall
have them. 25 Whenever you stand
praying, forgive, if you have anything
against anyone; so that your Father,
who is in heaven, may also forgive
you your transgressions. 26 But if
you do not forgive, neither will your
Father in heaven forgive your trans-
gressions.”‡

27 They came again to Jerusalem,
and as he was walking in the temple,
the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders came to him, 28 and they began
saying to him, “By what authority do
you do these things? Orwho gave you
this authority to do these things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you
one question. Answer me, and I will
tell you by what authority I do these
things. 30 The baptism of John—was
it from heaven, or frommen? Answer
me.”

31 They reasoned with themselves,
saying, “If we should say, ‘From
heaven;’ he will say, ‘Why then did
you not believe him?’ 32 If we should
say, ‘From men’ ”—they feared the
people, for all held John to really be a
prophet. 33They answered Jesus, “We
don’t know.”

Jesus said to them, “Neither will I
tell you by what authority I do these
things.”

† 11:9 “Hosanna”means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 11:9 Psalm 118:25-26 ✡ 11:17 Isaiah
56:7 ✡ 11:17 Jeremiah 7:11 ‡ 11:26 NU omits verse 26.
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12

1 He began to speak to them in
parables. “A man planted a vineyard,
put a hedge around it, dug apit for the
wine press, built a tower, rented it out
to a farmer, and went into another
country. 2When it was time, he sent
a servant to the farmer to get from
the farmer his share of the fruit of the
vineyard. 3They took him, beat him,
and sent him away empty. 4 Again,
he sent another servant to them; and
they threw stones at him, wounded
him in the head, and sent him away
shamefully treated. 5 Again he
sent another, and they killed him,
and many others, beating some, and
killing some. 6 Therefore still having
one, his beloved son, he sent him last
to them, saying, ‘Theywill respectmy
son.’ 7But those farmers said among
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come,
let’s kill him, and the inheritance will
be ours.’ 8 They took him, killed
him, and cast him out of the vineyard.
9 What therefore will the lord of the
vineyard do? He will come and de-
stroy the farmers, and will give the
vineyard to others. 10 Haven’t you
even read this Scripture:
‘The stone which the builders re-

jected
wasmade the head of the corner.

11 This was from the Lord.
It is marvelous in our eyes’?”✡

12 They tried to seize him, but
they feared the multitude; for they
perceived that he spoke the parable
against them. They left him and
went away. 13 They sent some of the
Pharisees and the Herodians to him,
that they might trap him with words.
14 When they had come, they asked
him, “Teacher, we know that you are
honest, and don’t defer to anyone; for
you aren’t partial to anyone, but truly
teach the way of God. Is it lawful to
pay taxes to Caesar, or not? 15 Shall
we give, or shall we not give?”

But he, knowing their hypocrisy,
said to them, “Why do you test me?
Bring me a denarius, that I may see
it.”

16 They brought it.
He said to them, “Whose is this

image and inscription?”
They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
17 Jesus answered them, “Render to

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.”

They marveled greatly at him.
18 Some Sadducees, who say that

there is no resurrection, came to him.
They asked him, saying, 19 “Teacher,
Moses wrote to us, ‘If a man’s brother
dies and leaves awife behindhim, and
leaves no children, that his brother
should take his wife and raise up off-
spring for his brother.’ 20 There were
seven brothers. The first took a wife,
and dying left no offspring. 21 The
second took her, and died, leaving no
children behind him. The third like-
wise; 22 and the seven took her and
left no children. Last of all thewoman
also died. 23 In the resurrection, when
they rise, whose wife will she be of
them? For the seven had her as a
wife.”

24 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t this
because you are mistaken, not know-
ing the Scriptures nor the power of
God? 25 For when they will rise from
the dead, they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels
in heaven. 26 But about the dead,
that they are raised, haven’t you read
in the book of Moses about the Bush,
how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob’?✡ 27 He is not
the God of the dead, but of the living.
You are therefore badly mistaken.”

28 One of the scribes came and
heard them questioning together,
and knowing that he had answered
them well, asked him, “Which com-
mandment is the greatest of all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The greatest is:
‘Hear, Israel, the Lord our God, the

✡ 12:11 Psalm 118:22-23 ✡ 12:26 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 12:30 Deuteronomy 6:4-5
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Lord is one. 30 You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’✡ This
is the first commandment. 31 The
second is like this: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’✡ There is
no other commandment greater than
these.”

32 The scribe said to him, “Truly,
teacher, you have said well that he
is one, and there is none other but
he; 33 and to love him with all the
heart, with all the understanding, all
the soul, and with all the strength,
and to love his neighbor as himself, is
more important than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.”

34When Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not
far from God’s Kingdom.”

No one dared ask him any question
after that. 35 Jesus responded, as he
taught in the temple, “How is it that
the scribes say that the Christ is the
son of David? 36 For David himself
said in the Holy Spirit,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies the

footstool of your feet.” ’✡
37 Therefore David himself calls

him Lord, so how can he be his son?”
The common people heard him

gladly. 38 In his teaching he said to
them, “Beware of the scribes, who
like to walk in long robes, and to get
greetings in the marketplaces, 39 and
to get the best seats in the synagogues
and the best places at feasts, 40 those
who devour widows’ houses, and for
a pretense make long prayers. These
will receive greater condemnation.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the trea-
sury and saw how the multitude cast
money into the treasury. Many who
were rich cast in much. 42 A poor

widow came and she cast in two small
brass coins,* which equal a quadrans
coin.† 43 He called his disciples to
himself and said to them, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, this poor widow gave
more than all those who are giving
into the treasury, 44 for they all gave
out of their abundance, but she, out
of her poverty, gave all that she had
to live on.”

13
1As he went out of the temple, one

of his disciples said to him, “Teacher,
seewhat kind of stones andwhat kind
of buildings!”

2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see
these great buildings? There will not
be left here one stone on another,
which will not be thrown down.”

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives
opposite the temple, Peter, James,
John, and Andrew asked him pri-
vately, 4 “Tell us, when will these
things be? What is the sign that these
things are all about to be fulfilled?”

5 Jesus, answering, began to tell
them, “Be careful that no one leads
you astray. 6 For many will come in
my name, saying, ‘I am he!’* and will
lead many astray.

7 “When you hear of wars and ru-
mors of wars, don’t be troubled. For
thosemust happen, but the end is not
yet. 8 For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against king-
dom. There will be earthquakes in
various places. There will be famines
and troubles. These things are the
beginning of birth pains.

9 “But watch yourselves, for they
will deliver you up to councils. You
will be beaten in synagogues. Youwill
stand before rulers and kings for my
sake, for a testimony to them. 10 The
Good News must first be preached to
all the nations. 11 When they lead
you away and deliver you up, don’t be

✡ 12:31 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 12:36 Psalm 110:1 * 12:42 literally, lepta (or widow’s mites). Lepta
are very small brass coins worth half a quadrans each, which is a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta
are worth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily wages. † 12:42 A quadrans is a coin worth
about 1/64 of a denarius. A denarius is about one day’s wages for an agricultural laborer. * 13:6 or,
“I AM!”
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anxious beforehand or premeditate
what you will say, but say whatever
will be given you in that hour. For
it is not you who speak, but the Holy
Spirit.

12 “Brother will deliver up brother
to death, and the father his child.
Children will rise up against parents
and cause them to be put to death.
13You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake, but he who endures to
the end will be saved.

14 “But when you see the abomi-
nation of desolation,✡ spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing where
it ought not” (let the reader under-
stand), “then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains, 15 and
let himwho is on the housetop not go
down, nor enter in, to take anything
out of his house. 16 Let him who is
in the field not return back to take
his cloak. 17 But woe to those
who are with child and to those who
nurse babies in those days! 18 Pray
that your flight won’t be in the win-
ter. 19 For in those days there will
be oppression, such as there has not
been the like from the beginning of
the creation which God created until
now, and never will be. 20 Unless
the Lord had shortened the days, no
flesh would have been saved; but for
the sake of the chosen ones, whom
he picked out, he shortened the days.
21 Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look,
here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there!’
don’t believe it. 22 For false christs
and false prophets will arise and will
show signs and wonders, that they
may lead astray, if possible, even the
chosen ones. 23 But you watch.

“Behold, I have told you all things
beforehand. 24 But in those days,
after that oppression, the sun will be
darkened, the moon will not give its
light, 25 the stars will be falling from
the sky, and the powers that are in
the heavens will be shaken.✡ 26 Then
they will see the Son of Man coming

in clouds with great power and glory.
27 Then he will send out his angels,
and will gather together his chosen
ones from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of the
sky.

28 “Now from the fig tree, learn
this parable. When the branch has
now become tender and produces its
leaves, you know that the summer is
near; 29 even so you also, when you
see these things coming to pass, know
that it is near, at the doors. 30 Most
certainly I say to you, this genera-
tion†will not pass away until all these
things happen. 31 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.

32 “But of that day or that hour
no one knows—not even the angels
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 33 Watch, keep alert, and
pray; for you don’t know when the
time is.

34 “It is like a man traveling to an-
other country, having left his house
and given authority to his servants,
and to each one his work, and also
commanded the doorkeeper to keep
watch. 35 Watch therefore, for
you don’t know when the lord of
the house is coming —whether at
evening, or at midnight, or when the
rooster crows, or in the morning;
36 lest, coming suddenly, he might
find you sleeping. 37What I tell you,
I tell all: Watch!”

14
1 It was now two days before the

Passover and the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, and the chief priests and the
scribes sought how they might seize
him by deception and kill him. 2 For
they said, “Not during the feast, be-
cause theremight be a riot among the
people.”

3 While he was at Bethany, in the
house of Simon the leper, as he sat
at the table, a woman came having

✡ 13:14 Daniel 9:17; 11:31; 12:11 ✡ 13:25 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 † 13:30 The word translated
“generation” (genea) could also be translated “race”, “family”, or “people”.
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an alabaster jar of ointment of pure
nard—very costly. She broke the jar
and poured it over his head. 4 But
there were some who were indignant
among themselves, saying, “Why has
this ointment been wasted? 5 For this
might have been sold for more than
three hundred denarii* and given to
the poor.” So they grumbled against
her.

6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone.
Why do you trouble her? She has
done a good work for me. 7 For you
always have the poor with you, and
whenever you want to, you can do
them good; but you will not always
have me. 8 She has done what she
could. She has anointed my body be-
forehand for the burying. 9Most cer-
tainly I tell you, wherever this Good
News may be preached throughout
the whole world, that which this
woman has done will also be spoken
of for a memorial of her.”

10 Judas Iscariot, who was one of
the twelve, went away to the chief
priests, that he might deliver him to
them. 11 They, when they heard it,
were glad, and promised to give him
money. He sought how he might
conveniently deliver him.

12 On the first day of unleav-
ened bread, when they sacrificed the
Passover, his disciples asked him,
“Where do you want us to go and pre-
pare that you may eat the Passover?”

13 He sent two of his disciples and
said to them, “Go into the city, and
there a man carrying a pitcher of wa-
ter will meet you. Follow him, 14 and
wherever he enters in, tell the mas-
ter of the house, ‘The Teacher says,
“Where is the guest room, where I
may eat the Passover with my disci-
ples?” ’ 15 He will himself show you
a large upper room furnished and
ready. Get ready for us there.”

16His disciples went out, and came
into the city, and found things as he

had said to them, and they prepared
the Passover.

17 When it was evening he came
with the twelve. 18 As they sat and
were eating, Jesus said, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, one of youwill betray
me—he who eats with me.”

19 They began to be sorrowful, and
to ask him one by one, “Surely not I?”
And another said, “Surely not I?”

20 He answered them, “It is one of
the twelve, he who dips with me in
the dish. 21 For the Son of Man goes
as it is written about him, but woe to
that man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would be better for that
man if he had not been born.”

22 As they were eating, Jesus took
bread, and when he had blessed it, he
broke it and gave to them, and said,
“Take, eat. This is my body.”

23 He took the cup, and when he
had given thanks, he gave to them.
They all drank of it. 24 He said to
them, “This is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for
many. 25 Most certainly I tell you,
I will no more drink of the fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink
it anew in God’s Kingdom.” 26 When
they had sung a hymn, they went out
to the Mount of Olives.

27 Jesus said to them, “All of you
will be made to stumble because of
me tonight, for it is written, ‘I will
strike the shepherd, and the sheep
will be scattered.’✡ 28However, after I
am raised up, I will go before you into
Galilee.”

29 But Peter said to him, “Although
all will be offended, yet I will not.”

30 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly
I tell you that you today, even this
night, before the rooster crows twice,
you will deny me three times.”

31 But he spoke all the more, “If I
must die with you, I will not deny
you.” They all said the same thing.

32 They came to a place which was
named Gethsemane. He said to his

* 14:5 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an agricultural laborer. ✡ 14:27 Zechariah 13:7



Mark 14:33 60 Mark 14:64
disciples, “Sit herewhile I pray.” 33He
took with him Peter, James, and John,
and began to be greatly troubled and
distressed. 34 He said to them, “My
soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to
death. Stay here and watch.”

35 He went forward a little, and
fell on the ground, and prayed that
if it were possible, the hour might
pass away from him. 36 He said,
“Abba,† Father, all things are possible
to you. Please remove this cup from
me. However, not what I desire, but
what you desire.”

37 He came and found them sleep-
ing, and said to Peter, “Simon, are
you sleeping? Couldn’t youwatchone
hour? 38 Watch and pray, that you
may not enter into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak.”

39 Again he went away and prayed,
saying the same words. 40 Again he
returned and found them sleeping,
for their eyes were very heavy; and
they didn’t knowwhat to answer him.
41 He came the third time and said
to them, “Sleep on now, and take
your rest. It is enough. The hour
has come. Behold, the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42 Arise! Let’s get going. Behold, he
who betrays me is at hand.”

43 Immediately, while he was still
speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,
came —and with him a multitude
with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders. 44 Now he who betrayed
him had given them a sign, saying,
“Whomever I will kiss, that is he.
Seize him, and lead him away safely.”
45Whenhehad come, immediately he
came to him and said, “Rabbi! Rabbi!”
and kissed him. 46 They laid their
hands on him and seized him. 47 But
a certain one of those who stood by
drewhis sword and struck the servant
of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

48 Jesus answered them, “Have you
come out, as against a robber, with
swords and clubs to seizeme? 49 I was
dailywith you in the temple teaching,
and you didn’t arrest me. But this
is so that the Scriptures might be
fulfilled.”

50 They all left him, and fled. 51 A
certain young man followed him,
having a linen cloth thrown around
himself over his naked body. The
youngmen grabbed him, 52but he left
the linen cloth and fled from them
naked. 53 They led Jesus away to the
high priest. All the chief priests, the
elders, and the scribes came together
with him.

54 Peter had followed him from a
distance, until he came into the court
of the high priest. He was sitting with
the officers, and warming himself in
the light of the fire. 55 Now the chief
priests and the whole council sought
witnesses against Jesus to put him to
death, and found none. 56 For many
gave false testimony against him, and
their testimony didn’t agree with
each other. 57Some stood up and gave
false testimony against him, saying,
58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy
this temple that is made with hands,
and in three days I will build another
made without hands.’ ” 59 Even so,
their testimony didn’t agree.

60 The high priest stood up in the
middle, and asked Jesus, “Have you
no answer? What is it which these
testify against you?” 61 But he stayed
quiet, and answered nothing. Again
the high priest asked him, “Are you
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”

62 Jesus said, “I am. You will see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand
of Power, and coming with the clouds
of the sky.”

63 The high priest tore his clothes
and said, “What further need have
we of witnesses? 64 You have heard
the blasphemy! What do you think?”
They all condemnedhim to beworthy

† 14:36 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar,
respectful, and loving way.
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of death. 65 Some began to spit on
him, and to cover his face, and to
beat him with fists, and to tell him,
“Prophesy!” The officers struck him
with the palms of their hands.

66 As Peter was in the courtyard
below, one of the maids of the high
priest came, 67 and seeing Peter
warming himself, she looked at him
and said, “You were also with the
Nazarene, Jesus!”

68 But he denied it, saying, “I nei-
ther know nor understand what you
are saying.” He went out on the
porch, and the rooster crowed.

69 The maid saw him and began
again to tell thosewho stood by, “This
is one of them.” 70 But he again
denied it. After a little while again
those who stood by said to Peter,
“You truly are one of them, for you
are a Galilean, and your speech shows
it.” 71 But he began to curse and
to swear, “I don’t know this man of
whom you speak!”

72 The rooster crowed the second
time. Peter remembered the words
that Jesus said to him, “Before the
rooster crows twice, youwill denyme
three times.” When he thought about
that, he wept.

15
1 Immediately in the morning the

chief priests, with the elders, scribes,
and the whole council, held a con-
sultation, bound Jesus, carried him
away, and delivered him up to Pilate.
2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King
of the Jews?”

He answered, “So you say.”
3 The chief priests accused him of

many things. 4Pilate again askedhim,
“Have you no answer? See howmany
things they testify against you!”

5But Jesusmade no further answer,
so that Pilate marveled.

6Nowat the feast he used to release
to them one prisoner, whomever
they asked of him. 7 There was one

called Barabbas, bound with his fel-
low insurgents,menwho in the insur-
rection had committed murder. 8The
multitude, crying aloud, began to ask
him to do as he always did for them.
9 Pilate answered them, saying, “Do
you want me to release to you the
King of the Jews?” 10For he perceived
that for envy the chief priests had
delivered him up. 11 But the chief
priests stirred up the multitude, that
he should release Barabbas to them
instead. 12 Pilate again asked them,
“What then should I do to him whom
you call the King of the Jews?”

13 They cried out again, “Crucify
him!”

14 Pilate said to them, “Why, what
evil has he done?”

But they cried out exceedingly,
“Crucify him!”

15Pilate, wishing to please themul-
titude, released Barabbas to them,
and handed over Jesus, when he had
flogged him, to be crucified.

16The soldiers led him away within
the court, which is the Praetorium;
and they called together the whole
cohort. 17They clothed himwith pur-
ple; and weaving a crown of thorns,
they put it on him. 18 They began to
salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
19 They struck his head with a reed
and spat on him, and bowing their
knees, did homage to him. 20 When
they had mocked him, they took the
purple cloak off him, and put his own
garments on him. They led him out
to crucify him.

21 They compelled one passing by,
coming from the country, Simon of
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and
Rufus, to go with them that he might
bear his cross. 22 They brought him
to the place called Golgotha, which
is, being interpreted, “The place of
a skull.” 23 They offered him wine
mixed with myrrh to drink, but he
didn’t take it.

24 Crucifying him, they parted his
garments among them, casting lots

* 15:25 9:00 a.m.
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on them, what each should take. 25 It
was the third hour* when they cru-
cified him. 26 The superscription of
his accusation was written over him:
“THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 27 With
him they crucified two robbers, one
on his right hand, and one on his
left. 28 The Scripture was fulfilled
which says, “He was counted with
transgressors.”†

29 Those who passed by blas-
phemed him, wagging their heads
and saying, “Ha! You who destroy
the temple and build it in three days,
30 save yourself, and come down from
the cross!”

31 Likewise, also the chief priests
mocking among themselves with the
scribes said, “He saved others. He
can’t save himself. 32 Let the Christ,
the King of Israel, now come down
from the cross, that we may see and
believe him.”‡ Those who were cru-
cified with him also insulted him.

33When the sixth hour§ had come,
there was darkness over the whole
land until the ninth hour.* 34 At
the ninth hour Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?” which is, being inter-
preted, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?” ✡

35 Some of those who stood by,
when they heard it, said, “Behold, he
is calling Elijah.”

36One ran, and filling a sponge full
of vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it
to him to drink, saying, “Let him be.
Let’s see whether Elijah comes to take
him down.”

37 Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
and gave up the spirit. 38 The veil of
the temple was torn in two from the
top to the bottom. 39 When the cen-
turion, who stood by opposite him,
saw that he cried out like this and
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this
man was the Son of God!”

40 There were also women watch-
ing from afar, among whom were

both Mary Magdalene and Mary the
mother of James the less and of Joses,
and Salome; 41 who, when he was in
Galilee, followed him and served him;
andmany other womenwho came up
with him to Jerusalem.

42 When evening had now come,
because it was the Preparation Day,
that is, the day before the Sabbath,
43 Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent
councilmemberwho also himself was
looking for God’s Kingdom, came. He
boldly went in to Pilate, and asked
for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was sur-
prised to hear that he was already
dead; and summoning the centurion,
he asked him whether he had been
dead long. 45When he found out from
the centurion, he granted the body to
Joseph. 46 He bought a linen cloth,
and taking him down, wound him in
the linen cloth and laid him in a tomb
which had been cut out of a rock. He
rolled a stone against the door of the
tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary
themother of Joses, sawwherehewas
laid.

16
1When the Sabbath was past, Mary

Magdalene, and Mary the mother
of James, and Salome bought spices,
that theymight come and anoint him.
2 Very early on the first day of the
week, they came to the tomb when
the sun had risen. 3 They were say-
ing among themselves, “Who will roll
away the stone from the door of the
tomb for us?” 4 for it was very big.
Looking up, they saw that the stone
was rolled back.

5 Entering into the tomb, they saw
a young man sitting on the right side,
dressed in a white robe; and they
were amazed. 6 He said to them,
“Don’t be amazed. You seek Jesus, the
Nazarene, who has been crucified. He
has risen! He is not here. See the
place where they laid him! 7 But go,
tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He goes

† 15:28 NU omits verse 28. ‡ 15:32 TR omits “him” § 15:33 or, noon * 15:33 3:00 p.m.
✡ 15:34 Psalm 22:1
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before you into Galilee. There you
will see him, as he said to you.’ ”

8 They went out,* and fled from
the tomb, for trembling and aston-
ishment had come on them. They
said nothing to anyone; for they were
afraid.†

9 ‡Now when he had risen early on
the first day of the week, he appeared
first to Mary Magdalene, from whom
he had cast out seven demons. 10 She
went and told those who had been
with him, as they mourned and wept.
11When they heard that he was alive
and had been seen by her, they disbe-
lieved.

12 After these things he was re-
vealed in another form to two of them
as they walked, on their way into the
country. 13 They went away and told
it to the rest. They didn’t believe
them, either.

14 Afterward he was revealed to
the eleven themselves as they sat at
the table; and he rebuked them for
their unbelief and hardness of heart,
because they didn’t believe thosewho
had seen him after he had risen. 15He
said to them, “Go into all the world
and preach the Good News to the
whole creation. 16 He who believes
and is baptized will be saved; but he
who disbelieves will be condemned.
17 These signs will accompany those
who believe: in my name they will
cast out demons; they will speak with
new languages; 18 they will take up
serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it will in no way hurt them;
they will lay hands on the sick, and
they will recover.”

19 So then the Lord,§ after he had
spoken to them, was received up into
heaven and sat down at the right

hand of God. 20 They went out
and preached everywhere, the Lord
working with them and confirming
the word by the signs that followed.
Amen.

* 16:8 TR adds “quickly” † 16:8 One isolated manuscript omits verses 9-20 but adds this “short
ending of Mark” to the end of verse 8: They told all that had been commanded them briefly to those
aroundPeter. After that, Jesus himself sent themout, fromeast towest, with the sacred and imperishable
proclamation of eternal salvation. ‡ 16:9 NU includes the text of verses 9-20, but mentions in a
footnote that a few manuscripts omitted it. The translators of the World English Bible regard Mark
16:9-20 as reliable based on an overwhelming majority of textual evidence, including not only the
authoritative Greek Majority Text New Testament, but also the TR and many of the manuscripts cited in
the NU text. § 16:19 NU adds “Jesus”
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The Good News According
toLuke

1 Since many have undertaken to
set in order a narrative concern-
ing those matters which have been
fulfilled among us, 2 even as those
who from the beginningwere eyewit-
nesses and servants of theword deliv-
ered them to us, 3 it seemed good to
me also, having traced the course of
all things accurately from the first, to
write to you in order, most excellent
Theophilus; 4 that you might know
the certainty concerning the things
in which you were instructed.

5 There was in the days of Herod,
the king of Judea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the priestly di-
vision of Abijah. He had a wife
of the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. 6 They were
both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lord. 7 But
they had no child, because Elizabeth
was barren, and they both were well
advanced in years.

8 Now while he executed the
priest’s office before God in the order
of his division 9 according to the
custom of the priest’s office, his lot
was to enter into the temple of the
Lord and burn incense. 10 The whole
multitude of the people were praying
outside at the hour of incense.

11 An angel of the Lord appeared
to him, standing on the right side of
the altar of incense. 12 Zacharias was
troubled when he saw him, and fear
fell upon him. 13 But the angel said
to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zacharias,
because your request has been heard.
Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a
son, and you shall call his name John.
14 You will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth.

15 For he will be great in the sight of
the Lord, and he will drink no wine
nor strong drink. He will be filled
with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mother’s womb. 16He will turn many
of the children of Israel to the Lord
their God. 17 He will go before him
in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to
turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,’✡ and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just; to prepare a
people prepared for the Lord.”

18Zacharias said to the angel, “How
can I be sure of this? For I am an old
man, and my wife is well advanced in
years.”

19 The angel answered him, “I am
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of
God. I was sent to speak to you and to
bring you this good news. 20 Behold,*
you will be silent and not able to
speak until the day that these things
will happen, because you didn’t be-
lievemywords, whichwill be fulfilled
in their proper time.”

21 The people were waiting for
Zacharias, and they marveled that he
delayed in the temple. 22 When he
came out, he could not speak to them.
They perceived that he had seen a
vision in the temple. He continued
making signs to them, and remained
mute. 23 When the days of his ser-
vice were fulfilled, he departed to his
house. 24 After these days Elizabeth
his wife conceived, and she hid her-
self five months, saying, 25 “Thus has
the Lord done to me in the days in
which he looked at me, to take away
my reproach among men.”

26 Now in the sixth month, the
angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a
virgin pledged to bemarried to aman
whose name was Joseph, of David’s
house. The virgin’s name was Mary.
28 Having come in, the angel said to
her, “Rejoice, you highly favored one!

✡ 1:17 Malachi 4:6 * 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection.
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The Lord is with you. Blessed are you
among women!”

29 But when she saw him, she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and
considered what kind of salutation
this might be. 30 The angel said to
her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31Behold,
you will conceive in your womb and
give birth to a son, and shall name
him ‘Jesus.’ 32 He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, 33 and
he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever. There will be no end to his
Kingdom.”

34Mary said to the angel, “How can
this be, seeing I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come on you, and the
power of the Most High will over-
shadow you. Therefore also the holy
one who is born from you will be
called the Son of God. 36Behold, Eliza-
beth your relative also has conceived
a son in her old age; and this is the
sixth month with her who was called
barren. 37 For nothing spoken by God
is impossible.”†

38 Mary said, “Behold, the servant
of the Lord; let it be done to me
according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her.
39 Mary arose in those days and

went into the hill country with haste,
into a city of Judah, 40 and en-
tered into the house of Zacharias and
greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Eliza-
beth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 She
called out with a loud voice and said,
“Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb!
43 Why am I so favored, that the
mother of my Lord should come to
me? 44 For behold, when the voice
of your greeting came into my ears,
the baby leaped in my womb for

joy! 45 Blessed is she who believed,
for there will be a fulfillment of the
things which have been spoken to her
from the Lord!”

46Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord.

47 My spirit has rejoiced in God
my Savior,

48 for he has looked at the hum-
ble state of his servant.

For behold, from now on, all genera-
tions will call me blessed.

49 For he who is mighty has done
great things for me.

Holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for generations

and generations on those who
fear him.

51 He has shown strength with his
arm.

Hehas scattered theproud in the
imagination of their hearts.

52He has put down princes from their
thrones,

and has exalted the lowly.
53He has filled the hungry with good

things.
He has sent the rich away empty.

54He has given help to Israel, his ser-
vant, that hemight remember
mercy,

55 as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and his offspring‡

forever.”
56Mary stayedwithher about three

months, and then returned to her
house.

57 Now the time that Elizabeth
should give birth was fulfilled, and
she gave birth to a son. 58Her neigh-
bors and her relatives heard that the
Lord hadmagnified his mercy toward
her, and they rejoiced with her. 59On
the eighth day, they came to circum-
cise the child; and they would have
called him Zacharias, after the name
of his father. 60His mother answered,
“Not so; but he will be called John.”

61They said to her, “There is no one
among your relatives who is called by
this name.” 62 They made signs to

† 1:37 or, “For everything spoken by God is possible.” ‡ 1:55 or, seed
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his father, what he would have him
called.

63He asked for a writing tablet, and
wrote, “His name is John.”

They all marveled. 64 His mouth
was opened immediately and his
tongue freed, and he spoke, blessing
God. 65 Fear came on all who lived
around them, and all these sayings
were talked about throughout all the
hill country of Judea. 66All who heard
them laid them up in their heart, say-
ing, “What then will this child be?”
The hand of the Lord was with him.

67 His father Zacharias was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying,
68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of

Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed

his people;
69 and has raised up a horn of salva-

tion for us in the house of his
servant David

70 (as he spoke by the mouth of
his holy prophets who have
been from of old),

71 salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of all who
hate us;

72 to show mercy toward our fathers,
to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oath which he swore to Abra-
ham our father,

74 to grant to us that we, being
delivered out of the hand of
our enemies,

should serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness

before him all the days of our
life.

76 And you, child, will be called a
prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvation
to his people by the remission
of their sins,

78 because of the tender mercy of our
God,

by which the dawn from on high
will visit us,

79 to shine on those who sit in
darkness and the shadow of
death;

to guide our feet into the way of
peace.”

80 The child was growing and be-
coming strong in spirit, and was in
the desert until the day of his public
appearance to Israel.

2
1Now in those days, a decree went

out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be enrolled. 2 This
was the first enrollment made when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All
went to enroll themselves, everyone
to his own city. 4 Joseph also went
up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, to David’s city,
which is called Bethlehem, because
he was of the house and family of
David, 5 to enroll himself with Mary,
whowas pledged to bemarried tohim
as wife, being pregnant.

6 While they were there, the day
had come for her to give birth. 7 She
gave birth to her firstborn son. She
wrapped him in bands of cloth and
laid him in a feeding trough, because
there was no room for them in the
inn.

8Therewere shepherds in the same
country staying in thefield, and keep-
ing watch by night over their flock.
9Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and theywere terrified.
10 The angel said to them, “Don’t be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy which will be to all
the people. 11 For there is born to you
today, in David’s city, a Savior, who
is Christ* the Lord. 12 This is the sign
to you: you will find a baby wrapped
in strips of cloth, lying in a feeding
trough.” 13 Suddenly, there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly
army praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

* 2:11 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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on earth peace, good will toward

men.”
15When the angels went away from

them into the sky, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethle-
hem, now, and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 They came
with haste and found both Mary and
Joseph, and the baby was lying in
the feeding trough. 17 When they
saw it, they publicized widely the
saying which was spoken to them
about this child. 18 All who heard it
wondered at the things which were
spoken to them by the shepherds.
19 But Mary kept all these sayings,
pondering them in her heart. 20 The
shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, just as it was
told them.

21 When eight days were fulfilled
for the circumcision of the child, his
name was called Jesus, which was
given by the angel before he was con-
ceived in the womb.

22 When the days of their purifica-
tion according to the law of Moses
were fulfilled, they brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord 23 (as it is written in the law
of the Lord, “Every male who opens
the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”),✡ 24 and to offer a sacrifice
according to that which is said in the
law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves,
or two young pigeons.”✡

25 Behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.
This man was righteous and devout,
looking for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It
had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he should not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.†
27 He came in the Spirit into the
temple. When the parents brought
in the child, Jesus, that they might

do concerning him according to the
custom of the law, 28 then he received
him into his arms and blessed God,
and said,
29 “Now you are releasing your ser-

vant, Master,
according to your word, in

peace;
30 for my eyes have seen your salva-

tion,
31 which you have prepared be-

fore the face of all peoples;
32a light for revelation to the nations,

and the glory of your people Is-
rael.”

33 Joseph and his mother were
marveling at the things which were
spoken concerning him. 34 Simeon
blessed them, and said to Mary, his
mother, “Behold, this child is ap-
pointed for the falling and the rising
ofmany in Israel, and for a signwhich
is spoken against. 35Yes, a sword will
pierce through your own soul, that
the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.”

36 There was one Anna, a prophet-
ess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher (she was of a great age,
having lived with a husband seven
years from her virginity, 37 and she
had been a widow for about eighty-
four years), who didn’t depart from
the temple, worshiping with fast-
ings and petitions night and day.
38 Coming up at that very hour, she
gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of
him to all those who were looking for
redemption in Jerusalem.

39When they had accomplished all
things that were according to the
law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.
40 The child was growing, and was
becoming strong in spirit, being filled
with wisdom, and the grace of God
was upon him.

41 His parents went every year to
Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover.
42When he was twelve years old, they

✡ 2:23 Exodus 13:2,12 ✡ 2:24 Leviticus 12:8 † 2:26 “Christ” (Greek) and “Messiah” (Hebrew)
both mean “Anointed One”
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went up to Jerusalem according to
the custom of the feast; 43 and when
they had fulfilled the days, as they
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. Joseph and his
mother didn’t know it, 44 but suppos-
ing him to be in the company, they
went a day’s journey; and they looked
for him among their relatives and
acquaintances. 45 When they didn’t
find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
looking for him. 46 After three days
they found him in the temple, sitting
in the middle of the teachers, both
listening to them and asking them
questions. 47All who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his
answers. 48When they saw him, they
were astonished; and his mother said
to him, “Son, why have you treated us
this way? Behold, your father and I
were anxiously looking for you.”

49He said to them, “Why were you
looking for me? Didn’t you know
that I must be in my Father’s house?”
50 They didn’t understand the saying
which he spoke to them. 51 And he
went down with them and came to
Nazareth. He was subject to them,
and his mother kept all these sayings
in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in
wisdomand stature, and in favorwith
God and men.

3
1 Now in the fifteenth year of the

reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pi-
late being governor of Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and
his brother Philip tetrarch of the re-
gion of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during
the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John, the son of Zacharias, in the
wilderness. 3 He came into all the
region around the Jordan, preaching
the baptism of repentance for remis-
sion of sins. 4 As it is written in
the book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the
wilderness,

‘Make ready the way of the Lord.
Make his paths straight.

5 Every valley will be filled.
Every mountain and hill will be

brought low.
The crooked will become

straight,
and the rough ways smooth.

6All flesh will see God’s salvation.’ ”✡
7 He said therefore to the multi-

tudes who went out to be baptized
by him, “You offspring of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? 8 Therefore produce fruits
worthy of repentance, and don’t be-
gin to say amongyourselves, ‘Wehave
Abraham for our father;’ for I tell
you that God is able to raise up chil-
dren to Abraham from these stones!
9 Even now the ax also lies at the
root of the trees. Every tree therefore
that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.”

10 The multitudes asked him,
“What then must we do?”

11He answered them, “He who has
two coats, let himgive to himwhohas
none. He who has food, let him do
likewise.”

12 Tax collectors also came to
be baptized, and they said to him,
“Teacher, what must we do?”

13He said to them, “Collect nomore
than that which is appointed to you.”

14 Soldiers also asked him, saying,
“What about us? What must we do?”

He said to them, “Extort from no
one by violence, neither accuse any-
one wrongfully. Be content with your
wages.”

15 As the people were in expecta-
tion, and all men reasoned in their
hearts concerning John, whether per-
haps he was the Christ, 16 John an-
swered them all, “I indeed baptize
you with water, but he comes who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to loosen. He
will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17 His winnowing fan is in his

✡ 3:6 Isaiah 40:3-5
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hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse
his threshing floor, and will gather
the wheat into his barn; but he will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable
fire.”

18 Then with many other exhorta-
tions he preached good news to the
people, 19 but Herod the tetrarch,*
being reproved by him for Herodias,
his brother’s† wife, and for all the
evil things which Herod had done,
20 added this also to them all, that he
shut up John in prison.

21 Now when all the people were
baptized, Jesus also had been bap-
tized and was praying. The sky was
opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit de-
scended in a bodily form like a dove
on him; and a voice came out of the
sky, saying “You are my beloved Son.
In you I am well pleased.”

23 Jesus himself, when he began
to teach, was about thirty years old,
being the son (as was supposed) of
Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of
Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of
Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of
Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, the
son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the
son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the
son of Maath, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semein, the son of Joseph,
the son of Judah, 27 the son of Joanan,
the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerub-
babel, the son of Shealtiel, the son
of Neri, 28 the son of Melchi, the son
of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son
of Elmodam, the son of Er, 29 the son
of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the son of
Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of
Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of
Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of
Jonan, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son
of Melea, the son of Menan, the son
of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the
son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the
son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son
of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the
son of Amminadab, the son of Aram,‡
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,

the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,
the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,
35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the
son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son
of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son
of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son
of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son
of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the
son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel,
the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enos,
the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the
son of God.

4
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,

returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit into the wilderness
2 for forty days, being tempted by
the devil. He ate nothing in those
days. Afterward, when they were
completed, he was hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, command this stone
to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered him, saying, “It is
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word of God.’ ”✡

5 The devil, leading him up on a
high mountain, showed him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment
of time. 6The devil said to him, “I will
give you all this authority and their
glory, for it has been delivered to me,
and I give it to whomever I want. 7 If
you therefore will worship beforeme,
it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered him, “Get behind
me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall
worship the Lord your God, and you
shall serve him only.’ ”✡

9 He led him to Jerusalem and set
him on the pinnacle of the temple,
and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, cast yourself down from here,
10 for it is written,
‘He will put his angels in charge of

you, to guard you;’
11 and,

* 3:19 a tetrarch is one of four governors of a province † 3:19 TR reads “brother Philip’s” instead
of “brother’s” ‡ 3:33 NU reads “Admin, the son of Arni” instead of “Aram” ✡ 4:4 Deuteronomy
8:3 ✡ 4:8 Deuteronomy 6:13 ✡ 4:11 Psalm 91:11-12
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‘On their hands they will bear you up,

lest perhaps you dash your foot
against a stone.’ ”✡

12 Jesus answering, said to him, “It
has been said, ‘You shall not tempt
the Lord your God.’ ”✡

13 When the devil had completed
every temptation, he departed from
him until another time.

14 Jesus returned in the power of
the Spirit into Galilee, and news
about him spread through all the sur-
rounding area. 15 He taught in their
synagogues, being glorified by all.

16 He came to Nazareth, where he
had been brought up. He entered, as
was his custom, into the synagogue
on the Sabbath day, and stood up
to read. 17 The book of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to him. He opened
the book, and found the place where
it was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to heal the broken
hearted,*

to proclaim release to the cap-
tives,

recovering of sight to the blind,
to deliver those who are

crushed,
19and to proclaim the acceptable

year of the Lord.”✡
20 He closed the book, gave it back

to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were
fastened on him. 21 He began to tell
them, “Today, this Scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.”

22 All testified about him and won-
dered at the gracious words which
proceeded out of his mouth; and they
said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

23 He said to them, “Doubtless you
will tell me this proverb, ‘Physician,
heal yourself! Whatever we have
heard done at Capernaum, do also
here in your hometown.’ ” 24He said,
“Most certainly I tell you, no prophet

is acceptable in his hometown. 25But
truly I tell you, there were many wid-
ows in Israel in the days of Elijah,
when the sky was shut up three years
and six months, when a great famine
came over all the land. 26 Elijah
was sent to none of them, except to
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a
woman who was a widow. 27 There
weremany lepers in Israel in the time
of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of
them was cleansed, except Naaman,
the Syrian.”

28 They were all filled with wrath
in the synagogue as they heard these
things. 29They rose up, threwhimout
of the city, and led him to the brow
of the hill that their city was built
on, that theymight throw him off the
cliff. 30 But he, passing through the
middle of them, went his way.

31 He came down to Capernaum,
a city of Galilee. He was teaching
them on the Sabbath day, 32 and they
were astonished at his teaching, for
his word was with authority. 33 In the
synagogue there was a man who had
a spirit of an unclean demon; and he
cried out with a loud voice, 34 saying,
“Ah! what have we to do with you,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are: the
Holy One of God!”

35 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent and come out of him!” When
the demon had thrown him down in
the middle of them, he came out of
him, having done him no harm.

36Amazement came on all and they
spoke together, one with another,
saying, “What is this word? For with
authority and power he commands
the unclean spirits, and they come
out!” 37 News about him went out
into every place of the surrounding
region.

38 He rose up from the synagogue
and entered into Simon’s house. Si-
mon’s mother-in-law was afflicted
with a great fever, and they begged

✡ 4:12 Deuteronomy 6:16 * 4:18 NU omits “to heal the broken hearted” ✡ 4:19 Isaiah 61:1-2
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him to help her. 39He stood over her
and rebuked the fever, and it left her.
Immediately she rose up and served
them. 40When the sunwas setting, all
those who had any sick with various
diseases brought them to him; and
he laid his hands on every one of
them, and healed them. 41 Demons
also came out ofmany, crying out and
saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of
God!” Rebuking them, he didn’t allow
them to speak, because they knew
that he was the Christ.

42 When it was day, he departed
and went into an uninhabited place
and the multitudes looked for him,
and came to him, and held on to him,
so that he wouldn’t go away from
them. 43 But he said to them, “I
must preach the good news of God’s
Kingdom to the other cities also. For
this reason I have been sent.” 44 He
was preaching in the synagogues of
Galilee.

5
1Now while the multitude pressed

on him and heard the word of God,
he was standing by the lake of Gen-
nesaret. 2He saw two boats standing
by the lake, but the fishermen had
gone out of them and were washing
their nets. 3 He entered into one of
the boats, which was Simon’s, and
asked him to put out a little from the
land. He sat down and taught the
multitudes from the boat.

4 When he had finished speaking,
he said to Simon, “Put out into the
deep and let down your nets for a
catch.”

5Simon answered him, “Master, we
worked all night and caught nothing;
but at your word I will let down the
net.” 6 When they had done this,
they caught a great multitude of fish,
and their net was breaking. 7 They
beckoned to their partners in the
other boat, that they should come
and help them. They came and filled
both boats, so that they began to sink.
8But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart

fromme, for I am a sinful man, Lord.”
9For hewas amazed, and all whowere
with him, at the catch of fish which
they had caught; 10 and so also were
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon.

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be
afraid. From now on you will be
catching people alive.”

11 When they had brought their
boats to land, they left everything,
and followed him.

12While he was in one of the cities,
behold, there was a man full of lep-
rosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell on his
face and begged him, saying, “Lord, if
you want to, you canmakeme clean.”

13 He stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I want to. Be
made clean.”

Immediately the leprosy left him.
14 He commanded him to tell no
one, “But go your way and show
yourself to the priest, and offer for
your cleansing according to what
Moses commanded, for a testimony
to them.”

15 But the report concerning him
spread much more, and great multi-
tudes came together to hear and to
be healed by him of their infirmities.
16 But he withdrew himself into the
desert and prayed.

17 On one of those days, he was
teaching; and there were Pharisees
and teachers of the law sitting by
who had come out of every village
of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. The
power of the Lord was with him to
heal them. 18 Behold, men brought
a paralyzed man on a cot, and they
sought to bring him in to lay before
Jesus. 19 Not finding a way to bring
him in because of the multitude, they
went up to the housetop and let him
down through the tiles with his cot
into themiddle before Jesus. 20Seeing
their faith, he said to him, “Man, your
sins are forgiven you.”

21 The scribes and the Pharisees
began to reason, saying, “Who is this
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who speaks blasphemies? Who can
forgive sins, but God alone?”

22 But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, answered them, “Why are
you reasoning so in your hearts?
23 Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins
are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise
and walk?’ 24But that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins,” he said to the
paralyzed man, “I tell you, arise, take
up your cot, and go to your house.”

25 Immediately he rose up before
them, and took up that which he was
laying on, and departed to his house,
glorifying God. 26 Amazement took
hold on all, and they glorified God.
They were filled with fear, saying,
“We have seen strange things today.”

27 After these things he went out
and saw a tax collector named Levi
sitting at the tax office, and said to
him, “Follow me!”

28 He left everything, and rose up
and followed him. 29 Levi made a
great feast for him inhis house. There
was a great crowd of tax collectors
and others who were reclining with
them. 30 Their scribes and the Phar-
isees murmured against his disciples,
saying, “Why do you eat and drink
with the tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “Those
who are healthy have no need for a
physician, but those who are sick do.
32 I have not come to call the righ-
teous, but sinners, to repentance.”

33They said to him, “Why do John’s
disciples often fast and pray, likewise
also the disciples of the Pharisees, but
yours eat and drink?”

34 He said to them, “Can you make
the friends of the bridegroom fast
while the bridegroom is with them?
35 But the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from
them. Then they will fast in those
days.”

36 He also told a parable to them.
“No one puts a piece from a new
garment on an old garment, or else he
will tear the new, and also the piece

from the new will not match the old.
37No one puts newwine into old wine
skins, or else the new wine will burst
the skins, and it will be spilled and
the skins will be destroyed. 38 But
newwinemust be put into fresh wine
skins, and both are preserved. 39No
man having drunk old wine immedi-
ately desires new, for he says, ‘The old
is better.’ ”

6
1Now on the second Sabbath after

the first, he was going through the
grain fields. His disciples plucked the
heads of grain and ate, rubbing them
in their hands. 2 But some of the
Pharisees said to them, “Why do you
do that which is not lawful to do on
the Sabbath day?”

3 Jesus, answering them, said,
“Haven’t you read what David did
when he was hungry, he and those
whowere with him, 4how he entered
into God’s house, and took and ate the
show bread, and gave also to those
who were with him, which is not
lawful to eat except for the priests
alone?” 5 He said to them, “The Son
of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

6 It also happened on another Sab-
bath that he entered into the syna-
gogue and taught. There was a man
there, and his right hand was with-
ered. 7 The scribes and the Phar-
isees watched him, to see whether
he would heal on the Sabbath, that
theymight find an accusation against
him. 8 But he knew their thoughts;
and he said to the man who had the
withered hand, “Rise up and stand
in the middle.” He arose and stood.
9 Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask
you something: Is it lawful on the
Sabbath to do good, or to do harm?
To save a life, or to kill?” 10He looked
around at them all, and said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did,
and his handwas restored as sound as
the other. 11But they were filled with
rage, and talked with one another
about what they might do to Jesus.

12 In these days, he went out to the
mountain to pray, and he continued
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all night in prayer to God. 13When it
was day, he called his disciples, and
from them he chose twelve, whom
he also named apostles: 14 Simon,
whom he also named Peter; An-
drew, his brother; James; John; Philip;
Bartholomew; 15 Matthew; Thomas;
James the son of Alphaeus; Simon
whowas called the Zealot; 16 Judas the
son of James; and Judas Iscariot, who
also became a traitor.

17 He came down with them and
stood on a level place, with a crowd
of his disciples and a great num-
ber of the people from all Judea and
Jerusalem and the sea coast of Tyre
and Sidon, who came to hear him and
to be healed of their diseases, 18 as
well as those who were troubled by
unclean spirits; and they were being
healed. 19All the multitude sought to
touch him, for power came out of him
and healed them all.

20He lifted up his eyes to his disci-
ples, and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,

for God’s Kingdom is yours.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,

for you will be filled.
Blessed are you who weep now,

for you will laugh.
22Blessed are youwhenmenhate you,

and when they exclude and
mock you, and throw out your
name as evil, for the Son of
Man’s sake.

23Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy, for behold, your reward
is great in heaven, for their
fathers did the same thing to
the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich!
For you have received your con-

solation.
25Woe to you, you who are full now,

for you will be hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,

for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe,* when† men speak well of

you,

for their fathers did the same
thing to the false prophets.

27 “But I tell you who hear: love
your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28 bless those who curse
you, and pray for those who mistreat
you. 29 To him who strikes you on
the cheek, offer also the other; and
from him who takes away your cloak,
don’t withhold your coat also. 30Give
to everyone who asks you, and don’t
ask himwho takes away your goods to
give them back again.

31 “As you would like people to do
to you, do exactly so to them.

32 “If you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them.
33 If you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same.
34 If you lend to those fromwhom you
hope to receive, what credit is that
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
to receive back as much. 35 But
love your enemies, and do good, and
lend, expecting nothing back; and
your reward will be great, and you
will be children of the Most High; for
he is kind toward the unthankful and
evil.
36 “Therefore be merciful,

even as your Father is also mer-
ciful.

37Don’t judge,
and you won’t be judged.

Don’t condemn,
and you won’t be condemned.

Set free,
and you will be set free.

38 “Give, and it will be given to
you: good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over,
will be given to you.‡ For with the
same measure you measure it will be
measured back to you.”

39He spoke a parable to them. “Can
the blind guide the blind? Won’t they
both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is
not above his teacher, but everyone

* 6:26 TR adds “to you” † 6:26 TR adds “all” ‡ 6:38 literally, into your bosom.
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whenhe is fully trainedwill be like his
teacher. 41Why do you see the speck
of chaff that is in your brother’s eye,
but don’t consider the beam that is in
your own eye? 42Or how can you tell
your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove
the speck of chaff that is in your eye,’
when you yourself don’t see the beam
that is in your own eye? You hyp-
ocrite! First remove the beam from
your own eye, and then you can see
clearly to remove the speck of chaff
that is in your brother’s eye.

43 “For there is no good tree that
produces rotten fruit, nor again a
rotten tree that produces good fruit.
44 For each tree is known by its
own fruit. For people don’t gather
figs from thorns, nor do they gather
grapes from a bramble bush. 45 The
good man out of the good treasure
of his heart brings out that which is
good, and the evil man out of the evil
treasure of his heart brings out that
which is evil, for out of the abundance
of the heart, his mouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ and don’t do the things which
I say? 47 Everyone who comes to
me, and hears my words and does
them, I will show you who he is like.
48 He is like a man building a house,
who dug and went deep and laid a
foundation on the rock. When a flood
arose, the stream broke against that
house, and couldnot shake it, because
it was founded on the rock. 49 But
he who hears and doesn’t do, is like a
man who built a house on the earth
without a foundation, against which
the stream broke, and immediately it
fell; and the ruin of that house was
great.”

7
1 After he had finished speaking

in the hearing of the people, he en-
tered into Capernaum. 2 A certain
centurion’s servant, who was dear
to him, was sick and at the point

of death. 3 When he heard about
Jesus, he sent to him elders of the
Jews, asking him to come and save his
servant. 4 When they came to Jesus,
they begged him earnestly, saying,
“He is worthy for you to do this for
him, 5 for he loves our nation, and he
built our synagogue for us.” 6 Jesus
went with them. When he was now
not far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to him, saying to him,
“Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I am
not worthy for you to come undermy
roof. 7 Therefore I didn’t even think
myself worthy to come to you; but
say the word, and my servant will be
healed. 8 For I also am a man placed
under authority, having undermyself
soldiers. I tell this one, ‘Go!’ and he
goes; and to another, ‘Come!’ and he
comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’
and he does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things, he
marveled at him, and turned and said
to themultitudewho followed him, “I
tell you, I have not found such great
faith, no, not in Israel.” 10 Those who
were sent, returning to the house,
found that the servant who had been
sick was well.

11 Soon afterwards, he went to a
city called Nain. Many of his disci-
ples, along with a great multitude,
went with him. 12Nowwhen he came
near to the gate of the city, behold,
one who was dead was carried out,
the only born* son of his mother,
and she was a widow. Many people
of the city were with her. 13 When
the Lord saw her, he had compassion
on her and said to her, “Don’t cry.”
14He came near and touched the cof-
fin, and the bearers stood still. He
said, “Young man, I tell you, arise!”
15He who was dead sat up and began
to speak. Then he gave him to his
mother.

16 Fear took hold of all, and
they glorified God, saying, “A great
prophet has arisen among us!” and,

* 7:12 The phrase “only born” is from the Greekword “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only
begotten” or “one and only”.
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“God has visited his people!” 17 This
report went out concerning him in
the whole of Judea and in all the
surrounding region.

18 The disciples of John told him
about all these things. 19 John, calling
to himself two of his disciples, sent
them to Jesus, saying, “Are you the
one who is coming, or should we look
for another?” 20 When the men had
come to him, they said, “John the
Baptizer has sent us to you, saying,
‘Are you he who comes, or should we
look for another?’ ”

21 In that hour he cured many of
diseases and plagues and evil spirits;
and to many who were blind he gave
sight. 22 Jesus answered them, “Go
and tell John the things which you
have seen and heard: that the blind
receive their sight, the lamewalk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up, and the poor
have good news preached to them.
23Blessed is he who finds no occasion
for stumbling in me.”

24When John’s messengers had de-
parted, he began to tell the multi-
tudes about John, “What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken by the wind? 25 But what
did you go out to see? A man clothed
in soft clothing? Behold, those who
are gorgeously dressed and live del-
icately are in kings’ courts. 26 But
what did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much
more than a prophet. 27 This is he
of whom it is written,
‘Behold, I send my messenger before

your face,
who will prepare your way be-

fore you.’✡
28 “For I tell you, among those who

are born of women there is not a
greater prophet than John the Bap-
tizer; yet he who is least in God’s
Kingdom is greater than he.”

29 When all the people and the tax
collectors heard this, they declared

God to be just, having been baptized
with John’s baptism. 30 But the Phar-
isees and the lawyers rejected the
counsel of God, not being baptized by
him themselves.

31 † “To what then should I com-
pare the people of this generation?
What are they like? 32 They are like
children who sit in the marketplace
and call to one another, saying, ‘We
piped to you, and you didn’t dance.
We mourned, and you didn’t weep.’
33 For John the Baptizer came neither
eating bread nor drinking wine, and
you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34The Son
ofMan has come eating and drinking,
and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton and
a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners!’ 35 Wisdom is justified
by all her children.”

36One of the Pharisees invited him
to eat with him. He entered into
the Pharisee’s house and sat at the
table. 37 Behold, a woman in the city
who was a sinner, when she knew
that hewas reclining in the Pharisee’s
house, brought an alabaster jar of
ointment. 38 Standing behind at his
feet weeping, she began to wet his
feet with her tears, and she wiped
themwith the hair of her head, kissed
his feet, and anointed them with the
ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee
who had invited him saw it, he said
to himself, “This man, if he were a
prophet, would have perceived who
and what kind of woman this is who
touches him, that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I
have something to tell you.”

He said, “Teacher, say on.”
41 “A certain lender had two

debtors. The one owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. 42When
they couldn’t pay, he forgave them
both. Which of them therefore will
love him most?”

43 Simon answered, “He, I suppose,
to whom he forgave the most.”

He said to him, “You have judged
correctly.” 44 Turning to the woman,

✡ 7:27 Malachi 3:1 † 7:31 TR adds “But the Lord said,”
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he said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? I entered into your house,
and you gave me no water for my
feet, but she has wet my feet with
her tears, and wiped them with the
hair of her head. 45 You gave me no
kiss, but she, since the time I came
in, has not ceased to kiss my feet.
46You didn’t anoint my head with oil,
but she has anointed my feet with
ointment. 47Therefore I tell you, her
sins, which are many, are forgiven,
for she loved much. But one to whom
little is forgiven, loves little.” 48 He
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

49 Those who sat at the table with
himbegan to say to themselves, “Who
is this who even forgives sins?”

50 He said to the woman, “Your
faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

8
1 Soon afterwards, he went about

through cities and villages, preaching
and bringing the good news of God’s
Kingdom. With him were the twelve,
2 and certain women who had been
healed of evil spirits and infirmi-
ties: Marywhowas calledMagdalene,
from whom seven demons had gone
out; 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuzas,
Herod’s steward; Susanna; and many
others who served them* from their
possessions. 4 When a great multi-
tude came together and people from
every city were coming to him, he
spoke by a parable: 5 “The farmer
went out to sowhis seed. As he sowed,
some fell along the road, and it was
trampled under foot, and the birds of
the sky devoured it. 6 Other seed
fell on the rock, and as soon as it
grew, it withered away, because it had
no moisture. 7 Other fell amid the
thorns, and the thorns grew with it
and choked it. 8 Other fell into the
good ground and grew and produced
one hundred times as much fruit.” As
he said these things, he called out,
“He who has ears to hear, let him
hear!”

9 Then his disciples asked him,
“What does this parable mean?”

10 He said, “To you it is given to
know the mysteries of God’s King-
dom, but to the rest it is given in
parables, that ‘seeing they may not
see, and hearing theymay not under-
stand.’✡

11 “Now the parable is this: The
seed is the word of God. 12 Those
along the road are those who hear;
then the devil comes and takes away
the word from their heart, that
they may not believe and be saved.
13 Those on the rock are they who,
when they hear, receive the word
with joy; but these have no root. They
believe for a while, then fall away in
time of temptation. 14 What fell
among the thorns, these are those
who have heard, and as they go
on their way they are choked with
cares, riches, and pleasures of life;
and they bring no fruit to maturity.
15 Those in the good ground, these
are those who with an honest and
good heart, having heard the word,
hold it tightly, and produce fruit with
perseverance.

16 “No one, when he has lit a lamp,
covers it with a container or puts it
under a bed; but puts it on a stand,
that those who enter in may see the
light. 17 For nothing is hidden that
will not be revealed, nor anything se-
cret that will not be known and come
to light. 18 Be careful therefore how
you hear. For whoever has, to him
will be given; and whoever doesn’t
have, from him will be taken away
even that which he thinks he has.”

19 His mother and brothers came
to him, and they could not come
near him for the crowd. 20 Some
people told him, “Your mother and
your brothers stand outside, desiring
to see you.”

21 But he answered them, “My
mother and my brothers are these
who hear the word of God and do it.”

* 8:3 TR reads “him” instead of “them” ✡ 8:10 Isaiah 6:9
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22 Now on one of those days, he

entered into a boat, himself and his
disciples, and he said to them, “Let’s
go over to the other side of the lake.”
So they launched out. 23 But as they
sailed, he fell asleep. A wind storm
came down on the lake, and they
were taking on dangerous amounts
of water. 24 They came to him and
awoke him, saying, “Master, Master,
we are dying!” He awoke and rebuked
the wind and the raging of the water;
then they ceased, and it was calm.✡
25 He said to them, “Where is your
faith?” Being afraid, they marveled,
saying to one another, “Who is this
then, that he commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey
him?”

26 Then they arrived at the coun-
try of the Gadarenes, which is oppo-
site Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped
ashore, a certain man out of the city
who had demons for a long time met
him. He wore no clothes, and didn’t
live in a house, but in the tombs.
28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out
and fell down before him, and with a
loud voice said, “What do I have to do
with you, Jesus, you Son of the Most
High God? I beg you, don’t torment
me!” 29 For Jesus was commanding
the unclean spirit to come out of the
man. For the unclean spirit had often
seized the man. He was kept under
guard and bound with chains and fet-
ters. Breaking the bonds apart, he
was driven by the demon into the
desert.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your
name?”

He said, “Legion,” for many
demonshad entered intohim. 31They
begged him that he would not
command them to go into the abyss.

32 Now there was there a herd of
many pigs feeding on the mountain,
and they begged him that he would
allow them to enter into those. Then

he allowed them. 33Thedemons came
out of the man and entered into the
pigs, and the herd rushed down the
steep bank into the lake and were
drowned.

34 When those who fed them saw
what had happened, they fled and
told it in the city and in the country.

35 People went out to see what
had happened. They came to Jesus
and found the man from whom the
demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’
feet, clothed and in his right mind;
and they were afraid. 36 Those who
saw it told themhowhewhohadbeen
possessed by demons was healed.
37 All the people of the surrounding
country of the Gadarenes asked him
to depart from them, for they were
very much afraid. Then he entered
into the boat and returned. 38 But
the man from whom the demons had
gone out begged him that he might
go with him, but Jesus sent him away,
saying, 39 “Return to your house, and
declare what great things God has
done for you.” He went his way, pro-
claiming throughout the whole city
what great things Jesus had done for
him.

40 When Jesus returned, the mul-
titude welcomed him, for they were
all waiting for him. 41 Behold, a man
named Jairus came. He was a ruler
of the synagogue. He fell down at
Jesus’ feet and begged him to come
into his house, 42 for he had an only
born† daughter, about twelve years
of age, and she was dying. But as he
went, the multitudes pressed against
him. 43 A woman who had a flow of
blood for twelve years, who had spent
all her living on physicians and could
not be healed by any, 44 came behind
him and touched the fringe‡ of his
cloak. Immediately the flow of her
blood stopped.

45 Jesus said, “Who touched me?”
✡ 8:24 See Psalm 107:29 † 8:42 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which
is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 8:44 or, tassel
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When all denied it, Peter and those

with him said, “Master, the multi-
tudes press and jostle you, and you
say, ‘Who touched me?’”

46 But Jesus said, “Someone did
touch me, for I perceived that power
has gone out of me.” 47 When the
woman saw that she was not hidden,
she came trembling; and falling down
before him declared to him in the
presence of all the people the reason
why she had touched him, and how
she was healed immediately. 48 He
said to her, “Daughter, cheer up. Your
faith hasmade youwell. Go in peace.”

49 While he still spoke, one from
the ruler of the synagogue’s house
came, saying to him, “Your daughter
is dead. Don’t trouble the Teacher.”

50 But Jesus hearing it, answered
him, “Don’t be afraid. Only believe,
and she will be healed.”

51 When he came to the house, he
didn’t allow anyone to enter in, ex-
cept Peter, John, James, the father of
the child, and her mother. 52All were
weeping and mourning her, but he
said, “Don’t weep. She isn’t dead, but
sleeping.”

53They were ridiculing him, know-
ing that she was dead. 54 But he put
them all outside, and taking her by
the hand, he called, saying, “Child,
arise!” 55Her spirit returned, and she
rose up immediately. He commanded
that something be given to her to eat.
56 Her parents were amazed, but he
commanded them to tell no one what
had been done.

9
1 He called the twelve* together

and gave them power and authority
over all demons, and to cure diseases.
2 He sent them out to preach God’s
Kingdom and to heal the sick. 3 He
said to them, “Take nothing for your
journey —no staffs, nor wallet, nor
bread, nor money. Don’t have two tu-
nics each. 4 Into whatever house you
enter, stay there, and depart from

there. 5Asmany as don’t receive you,
when you depart from that city, shake
off even the dust from your feet for a
testimony against them.”

6They departed andwent through-
out the villages, preaching the Good
News and healing everywhere.

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of
all that was done by him; and he was
very perplexed, because it was said
by some that John had risen from
the dead, 8 and by some that Elijah
had appeared, and by others that one
of the old prophets had risen again.
9 Herod said, “I beheaded John, but
who is this about whom I hear such
things?” He sought to see him.

10 The apostles, when they had re-
turned, told him what things they
had done.

He took them and withdrew apart
to a desert region of† a city called
Bethsaida. 11But the multitudes, per-
ceiving it, followed him. He wel-
comed them, spoke to them of God’s
Kingdom, and he cured those who
needed healing. 12 The day began
to wear away; and the twelve came
and said to him, “Send the multi-
tude away, that they may go into the
surrounding villages and farms and
lodge and get food, for we are here in
a deserted place.”

13 But he said to them, “You give
them something to eat.”

They said, “We have no more than
five loaves and two fish, unless we
should go and buy food for all these
people.” 14 For they were about five
thousand men.

He said to his disciples, “Make
them sit down in groups of about fifty
each.” 15They did so, and made them
all sit down. 16He took the five loaves
and the two fish, and looking up to
the sky, he blessed them, broke them,
and gave them to the disciples to set
before the multitude. 17 They ate
and were all filled. They gathered up

* 9:1 TR reads “his twelve disciples” instead of “the twelve” † 9:10 NU omits “a desert region of”.



Luke 9:18 79 Luke 9:44
twelve baskets of broken pieces that
were left over.

18 As he was praying alone, the
disciples were near him, and he asked
them, “Who do the multitudes say
that I am?”

19 They answered, “ ‘John the Bap-
tizer,’ but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and
others, that one of the old prophets
has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?”

Peter answered, “The Christ of
God.”

21 But he warned them and com-
manded them to tell this to no one,
22 saying, “The Son of Man must suf-
fer many things, and be rejected by
the elders, chief priests, and scribes,
and be killed, and the third day be
raised up.”

23 He said to all, “If anyone desires
to come after me, let him deny him-
self, take up his cross,‡ and followme.
24 For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, but whoever will lose his
life for my sake will save it. 25 For
what does it profit a man if he gains
the whole world, and loses or forfeits
his own self? 26 For whoever will be
ashamed of me and of my words, of
him will the Son of Man be ashamed
when he comes in his glory, and the
glory of the Father, and of the holy
angels. 27 But I tell you the truth:
There are some of those who stand
herewhowill in noway taste of death
until they see God’s Kingdom.”

28About eight days after these say-
ings, he took with him Peter, John,
and James, and went up onto the
mountain to pray. 29 As he was
praying, the appearance of his face
was altered, and his clothing became
white and dazzling. 30 Behold, two
menwere talkingwith him, whowere
Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in
glory and spoke of his departure,§

which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem.

32 Now Peter and those who were
with him were heavy with sleep, but
when theywere fully awake, they saw
his glory, and the two men who stood
with him. 33 As they were parting
from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Mas-
ter, it is good for us to be here. Let’s
make three tents: one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah,” not
knowing what he said.

34 While he said these things, a
cloud came and overshadowed them,
and they were afraid as they entered
into the cloud. 35A voice came out of
the cloud, saying, “This is my beloved
Son. Listen to him!” 36 When the
voice came, Jesus was found alone.
They were silent, and told no one in
those days any of the things which
they had seen.

37 On the next day, when they had
come down from the mountain, a
great multitude met him. 38 Behold,
a man from the crowd called out,
saying, “Teacher, I beg you to look
at my son, for he is my only born*
child. 39 Behold, a spirit takes him,
he suddenly cries out, and it con-
vulses him so that he foams; and
it hardly departs from him, bruising
him severely. 40 I begged your disci-
ples to cast it out, and they couldn’t.”

41 Jesus answered, “Faithless and
perverse generation, how long shall I
be with you and bear with you? Bring
your son here.”

42While hewas still coming, the de-
mon threw him down and convulsed
him violently. But Jesus rebuked the
unclean spirit, healed the boy, and
gave him back to his father. 43 They
were all astonished at the majesty of
God.

But while all were marveling at all
the things which Jesus did, he said to
his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink
into your ears, for the Son of Man

‡ 9:23 TR, NU add “daily” § 9:31 literally, “exodus” * 9:38 The phrase “only born” is from the
Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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will be delivered up into the hands of
men.” 45 But they didn’t understand
this saying. It was concealed from
them, that they should not perceive
it, and they were afraid to ask him
about this saying.

46 An argument arose among them
aboutwhich of themwas the greatest.
47 Jesus, perceiving the reasoning of
their hearts, took a little child, and set
him by his side, 48 and said to them,
“Whoever receives this little child in
my name receives me. Whoever re-
ceives me receives him who sent me.
For whoever is least among you all,
this one will be great.”

49 John answered, “Master, we saw
someone casting out demons in your
name, and we forbade him, because
he doesn’t follow with us.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Don’t forbid
him, for hewho is not against us is for
us.”

51 It came to pass, when the days
were near that he should be taken
up, he intently set his face to go to
Jerusalem 52 and sent messengers be-
fore his face. They went and entered
into a village of the Samaritans, so
as to prepare for him. 53 They didn’t
receive him, because he was traveling
with his face set toward Jerusalem.
54When his disciples, James and John,
saw this, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to command fire to come
down from the sky and destroy them,
just as Elijah did?”

55But he turned and rebuked them,
“You don’t knowofwhat kind of spirit
you are. 56 For the Son of Man didn’t
come to destroy men’s lives, but to
save them.”

They went to another village. 57As
they went on the way, a certain man
said to him, “I want to follow you
wherever you go, Lord.”

58 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holes and the birds of the sky have
nests, but the Son ofManhas no place
to lay his head.”

59He said to another, “Follow me!”

But he said, “Lord, allowme first to
go and bury my father.”

60 But Jesus said to him, “Leave the
dead to bury their own dead, but you
go and announce God’s Kingdom.”

61 Another also said, “I want to
follow you, Lord, but first allowme to
say good-bye to those who are at my
house.”

62 But Jesus said to him, “No one,
having put his hand to the plow and
looking back, is fit for God’s King-
dom.”

10
1 Now after these things, the Lord

also appointed seventy others, and
sent them two by two ahead of him*
into every city and place where he
was about to come. 2 Then he said
to them, “The harvest is indeed plen-
tiful, but the laborers are few. Pray
therefore to the Lord of the harvest,
that he may send out laborers into
his harvest. 3 Go your ways. Be-
hold, I send you out as lambs among
wolves. 4 Carry no purse, nor wallet,
nor sandals. Greet no one on the way.
5 Into whatever house you enter, first
say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ 6 If
a son of peace is there, your peace
will rest on him; but if not, it will
return to you. 7 Remain in that
same house, eating and drinking the
things they give, for the laborer is
worthy of his wages. Don’t go from
house to house. 8 Into whatever
city you enter and they receive you,
eat the things that are set before you.
9 Heal the sick who are there and
tell them, ‘God’s Kingdom has come
near to you.’ 10 But into whatever
city you enter and they don’t receive
you, go out into its streets and say,
11 ‘Even the dust from your city that
clings to us, we wipe off against you.
Nevertheless know this, that God’s
Kingdom has come near to you.’ 12 I
tell you, it will be more tolerable in
that day for Sodom than for that city.

* 10:1 literally, “before his face”
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13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to

you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty
works had been done in Tyre and
Sidon which were done in you, they
would have repented long ago, sitting
in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it
will be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon in the judgment than for you.
15 You, Capernaum, who are exalted
to heaven, will be brought down to
Hades. † 16 Whoever listens to you
listens to me, and whoever rejects
you rejects me. Whoever rejects me
rejects him who sent me.”

17 The seventy returned with joy,
saying, “Lord, even the demons are
subject to us in your name!”

18 He said to them, “I saw Sa-
tan having fallen like lightning from
heaven. 19 Behold, I give you au-
thority to tread on serpents and scor-
pions, and over all the power of the
enemy. Nothing will in any way hurt
you. 20 Nevertheless, don’t rejoice
in this, that the spirits are subject to
you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.”

21 In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced
in the Holy Spirit, and said, “I thank
you, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that you have hidden these
things from thewise and understand-
ing, and revealed them to little chil-
dren. Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in your sight.”

22 Turning to the disciples, he said,
“All things have been delivered to me
by my Father. No one knows who the
Son is, except the Father, andwho the
Father is, except the Son, and he to
whomever the Son desires to reveal
him.”

23 Turning to the disciples, he said
privately, “Blessed are the eyes which
see the things that you see, 24 for I
tell you thatmanyprophets and kings
desired to see the things which you
see, and didn’t see them, and to hear

the things which you hear, and didn’t
hear them.”

25 Behold, a certain lawyer stood
up and tested him, saying, “Teacher,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is written
in the law? How do you read it?”

27He answered, “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind;✡
and your neighbor as yourself.”✡

28 He said to him, “You have an-
swered correctly. Do this, and you
will live.”

29 But he, desiring to justify him-
self, asked Jesus, “Who is my neigh-
bor?”

30 Jesus answered, “A certain man
was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and he fell among robbers,
who both stripped him and beat him,
and departed, leaving him half dead.
31 By chance a certain priest was go-
ing down that way. When he saw
him, he passed by on the other side.
32 In the sameway a Levite also, when
he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. 33 But
a certain Samaritan, as he traveled,
came where he was. When he saw
him, he was moved with compassion,
34 came to him, and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. He
set him on his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and took care of him.
35On the next day, when he departed,
he took out two denarii, gave them to
the host, and said to him, ‘Take care
of him. Whatever you spend beyond
that, I will repay you when I return.’
36 Now which of these three do you
think seemed to be a neighbor to him
who fell among the robbers?”

37 He said, “He who showed mercy
on him.”

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do
likewise.”

38 As they went on their way, he
entered into a certain village, and

† 10:15 Hades is the lower realmof the dead, orHell. ✡ 10:27 Deuteronomy 6:5 ✡ 10:27 Leviticus
19:18
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a certain woman named Martha re-
ceived him into her house. 39 She
had a sister called Mary, who also
sat at Jesus’ feet and heard his word.
40 But Martha was distracted with
much serving, and she came up to
him, and said, “Lord, don’t you care
that my sister left me to serve alone?
Ask her therefore to help me.”

41 Jesus answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are anxious and troubled
about many things, 42 but one thing
is needed. Mary has chosen the good
part, which will not be taken away
from her.”

11
1 When he finished praying in a

certain place, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as
John also taught his disciples.”

2He said to them, “When you pray,
say,
‘Our Father in heaven,

may your name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come.

May your will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven.

3Give us day by day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves also forgive ev-
eryone who is indebted to us.

Bring us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil

one.’ ”
5 He said to them, “Which of you,

if you go to a friend at midnight and
tell him, ‘Friend, lendme three loaves
of bread, 6 for a friend of mine has
come to me from a journey, and I
have nothing to set before him,’ 7and
he from within will answer and say,
‘Don’t bother me. The door is now
shut, and my children are with me in
bed. I can’t get up and give it to you’?
8 I tell you, although he will not rise
and give it to him because he is his
friend, yet because of his persistence,
he will get up and give him as many
as he needs.

9 “I tell you, keep asking, and it
will be given you. Keep seeking, and
you will find. Keep knocking, and

it will be opened to you. 10 For
everyone who asks receives. He who
seeks finds. To himwho knocks it will
be opened.

11“Whichof you fathers, if your son
asks for bread, will give him a stone?
Or if he asks for a fish, he won’t give
him a snake instead of a fish, will he?
12 Or if he asks for an egg, he won’t
give him a scorpion, will he? 13 If
you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how
muchmore will your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him?”

14He was casting out a demon, and
it was mute. When the demon had
gone out, the mute man spoke; and
the multitudes marveled. 15But some
of them said, “He casts out demons by
Beelzebul, the prince of the demons.”
16 Others, testing him, sought from
him a sign from heaven. 17 But he,
knowing their thoughts, said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself
is brought to desolation. A house
divided against itself falls. 18 If Satan
also is divided against himself, how
will his kingdom stand? For you say
that I cast out demons by Beelzebul.
19 But if I cast out demons by Beelze-
bul, by whom do your children cast
them out? Therefore they will be
your judges. 20But if I by God’s finger
cast out demons, then God’s Kingdom
has come to you.

21 “When the strong man, fully
armed, guards his own dwelling, his
goods are safe. 22But when someone
stronger attacks him and overcomes
him, he takes from him his whole ar-
mor in which he trusted, and divides
his plunder.

23 “Hewho is not withme is against
me. He who doesn’t gather with me
scatters.

24 The unclean spirit, when he has
gone out of the man, passes through
dry places, seeking rest; and finding
none, he says, ‘I will turn back to
my house from which I came out.’
25When he returns, he finds it swept
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and put in order. 26 Then he goes
and takes seven other spirits more
evil than himself, and they enter in
and dwell there. The last state of that
man becomes worse than the first.”

27 It came to pass, as he said these
things, a certain woman out of the
multitude lifted up her voice and
said to him, “Blessed is the womb
that bore you, and the breasts which
nursed you!”

28 But he said, “On the contrary,
blessed are those who hear the word
of God, and keep it.”

29When the multitudes were gath-
ering together to him, he began to
say, “This is an evil generation. It
seeks after a sign. No sign will be
given to it but the sign of Jonah the
prophet. 30For even as Jonah became
a sign to the Ninevites, so the Son of
Man will also be to this generation.
31 The Queen of the South will rise
up in the judgment with the men
of this generation and will condemn
them, for she came from the ends
of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and behold, one greater
than Solomon is here. 32 The men
of Nineveh will stand up in the judg-
ment with this generation, and will
condemn it, for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and behold, one
greater than Jonah is here.

33 “No one, when he has lit a lamp,
puts it in a cellar or under a basket,
but on a stand, that those who come
in may see the light. 34 The lamp
of the body is the eye. Therefore
when your eye is good, your whole
body is also full of light; but when
it is evil, your body also is full of
darkness. 35 Therefore see whether
the light that is in you isn’t darkness.
36 If therefore your whole body is full
of light, having no part dark, it will
be wholly full of light, as when the
lampwith its bright shining gives you
light.”

37Now as he spoke, a certain Phar-
isee asked him to dine with him. He
went in and sat at the table. 38When

the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that
he had not first washed himself be-
fore dinner. 39 The Lord said to him,
“Now you Pharisees cleanse the out-
side of the cup and of the platter, but
your inward part is full of extortion
and wickedness. 40 You foolish
ones, didn’t he who made the outside
make the inside also? 41 But give
for gifts to the needy those things
which are within, and behold, all
things will be clean to you. 42 But
woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe
mint and rue and every herb, but
you bypass justice and God’s love.
You ought to have done these, and
not to have left the other undone.
43Woe to you Pharisees! For you love
the best seats in the synagogues and
the greetings in the marketplaces.
44 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you are like hidden
graves, and the men who walk over
them don’t know it.”

45 One of the lawyers answered
him, “Teacher, in saying this you in-
sult us also.”

46 He said, “Woe to you lawyers
also! For you load men with burdens
that are difficult to carry, and you
yourselves won’t even lift one finger
to help carry those burdens. 47 Woe
to you! For you build the tombs of
the prophets, and your fathers killed
them. 48 So you testify and consent
to the works of your fathers. For
they killed them, and you build their
tombs. 49 Therefore also the wis-
dom of God said, ‘I will send to them
prophets and apostles; and some of
them they will kill and persecute,
50 that the blood of all the prophets,
which was shed from the foundation
of the world, may be required of this
generation, 51 from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zachariah, who
perished between the altar and the
sanctuary.’ Yes, I tell you, it will be
required of this generation. 52 Woe
to you lawyers! For you took away the
key of knowledge. You didn’t enter
in yourselves, and those who were
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entering in, you hindered.”

53 As he said these things to them,
the scribes and thePharisees began to
be terribly angry, and to draw many
things out of him, 54 lying in wait
for him, and seeking to catch him in
something he might say, that they
might accuse him.

12
1 Meanwhile, when a multitude of

many thousands had gathered to-
gether, so much so that they tram-
pled on each other, he began to tell
his disciples first of all, “Beware of
the yeast of the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy. 2 But there is nothing
covered up that will not be revealed,
nor hidden that will not be known.
3 Therefore whatever you have said
in the darkness will be heard in the
light. What you have spoken in the
ear in the inner rooms will be pro-
claimed on the housetops.

4 “I tell you, my friends, don’t be
afraid of those who kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can
do. 5 But I will warn you whom
you should fear. Fear him who after
he has killed, has power to cast into
Gehenna.* Yes, I tell you, fear him.

6 “Aren’t five sparrows sold for two
assaria coins†? Not one of them is
forgotten by God. 7 But the very
hairs of your head are all counted.
Therefore don’t be afraid. You are of
more value than many sparrows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who con-
fesses me before men, the Son of Man
will also confess before the angels of
God; 9 but he who denies me in the
presence of men will be denied in the
presence of God’s angels. 10Everyone
who speaks a word against the Son of
Man will be forgiven, but those who
blaspheme against the Holy Spirit
will not be forgiven. 11 When they
bring you before the synagogues, the

rulers, and the authorities, don’t be
anxious how or what you will answer
or what you will say; 12 for the Holy
Spiritwill teachyou in that samehour
what you must say.”

13One of the multitude said to him,
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the inheritance with me.”

14 But he said to him, “Man, who
mademe a judge or an arbitrator over
you?” 15 He said to them, “Beware!
Keep yourselves from covetousness,
for a man’s life doesn’t consist of the
abundance of the things which he
possesses.”

16He spoke a parable to them, say-
ing, “The ground of a certain rich
man produced abundantly. 17He rea-
soned within himself, saying, ‘What
will I do, because I don’t have room
to store my crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This
is what I will do. I will pull down my
barns, build bigger ones, and there I
will store all my grain and my goods.
19 I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have
many goods laid up for many years.
Take your ease, eat, drink, and be
merry.” ’

20“But God said to him, ‘You foolish
one, tonight your soul is required
of you. The things which you have
prepared—whose will they be?’ 21 So
is hewho lays up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God.”

22 He said to his disciples, “There-
fore I tell you, don’t be anxious for
your life, what you will eat, nor yet
for your body, what you will wear.
23Life ismore than food, and the body
is more than clothing. 24 Consider
the ravens: they don’t sow, they don’t
reap, they have no warehouse or
barn, and God feeds them. Howmuch
more valuable are you than birds!
25Which of you by being anxious can
add a cubit‡ to his height? 26 If then
you aren’t able to do even the least
things, why are you anxious about the

* 12:5 or, Hell † 12:6 An assarion was a small copper coin worth about an hour’s wages for an
agricultural laborer. ‡ 12:25 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on
a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they
grow. They don’t toil, neither do they
spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these. 28 But if this is how God
clothes the grass in the field, which
today exists and tomorrow is cast into
the oven, how much more will he
clothe you, O you of little faith?

29 “Don’t seek what you will eat
or what you will drink; neither be
anxious. 30 For the nations of the
world seek after all of these things,
but your Father knows that you need
these things. 31 But seek God’s
Kingdom, and all these things will be
added to you.

32 “Don’t be afraid, little flock, for
it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the Kingdom. 33 Sell
what you have and give gifts to the
needy. Make for yourselves purses
which don’t grow old, a treasure in
the heavens that doesn’t fail, where
no thief approaches and no moth de-
stroys. 34 For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.

35 “Let your waist be dressed and
your lamps burning. 36 Be like
men watching for their lord when he
returns from the wedding feast, that
when he comes and knocks, theymay
immediately open to him. 37 Blessed
are those servants whom the lord will
find watching when he comes. Most
certainly I tell you that he will dress
himself, make them recline, and will
come and serve them. 38 They will
be blessed if he comes in the second
or third watch and finds them so.
39 But know this, that if the master
of the house had known in what hour
the thief was coming, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to
be broken into. 40Therefore be ready
also, for the Son of Man is coming in
an hour that you don’t expect him.”

41 Peter said to him, “Lord, are
you telling this parable to us, or to
everybody?”

42 The Lord said, “Who then is the
faithful and wise steward, whom his
lord will set over his household, to
give them their portion of food at
the right times? 43 Blessed is that
servant whom his lord will find doing
so when he comes. 44 Truly I tell you
that he will set him over all that he
has. 45 But if that servant says in
his heart, ‘My lord delays his coming,’
and begins to beat the menservants
and the maidservants, and to eat and
drink and to be drunken, 46 then the
lord of that servant will come in a day
whenhe isn’t expecting himand in an
hour that he doesn’t know, and will
cut him in two, and place his portion
with the unfaithful. 47 That servant
who knew his lord’s will, and didn’t
prepare nor do what he wanted, will
be beaten with many stripes, 48 but
he who didn’t know, and did things
worthy of stripes, will be beaten with
few stripes. To whomever much is
given, of him will much be required;
and to whom much was entrusted, of
him more will be asked.

49 “I came to throw fire on the
earth. I wish it were already kindled.
50 But I have a baptism to be baptized
with, and how distressed I am until
it is accomplished! 51 Do you think
that I have come to give peace in
the earth? I tell you, no, but rather
division. 52 For from now on, there
will be five in one house divided,
three against two, and two against
three. 53 They will be divided, father
against son, and son against father;
mother against daughter, and daugh-
ter against her mother; mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law, and
daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law.” ✡

54 He said to the multitudes also,
“When you see a cloud rising from
the west, immediately you say, ‘A
shower is coming,’ and so it happens.
55When a south wind blows, you say,
‘There will be a scorching heat,’ and
it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You

✡ 12:53 Micah 7:6
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know how to interpret the appear-
ance of the earth and the sky, but
how is it that you don’t interpret this
time?

57 “Why don’t you judge for your-
selves what is right? 58 For when you
are going with your adversary before
the magistrate, try diligently on the
way to be released from him, lest
perhaps he drag you to the judge, and
the judge deliver you to the officer,
and the officer throw you into prison.
59 I tell you, you will by no means get
out of there until you have paid the
very last penny.§”

13
1 Now there were some present at

the same time who told him about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus
answered them, “Do you think that
these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because
they suffered such things? 3 I tell
you, no, but unless you repent, you
will all perish in the same way. 4 Or
those eighteen on whom the tower in
Siloam fell and killed them—do you
think that they were worse offend-
ers than all the men who dwell in
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no, but, unless
you repent, you will all perish in the
same way.”

6 He spoke this parable. “A certain
man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit
on it and found none. 7 He said to
the vine dresser, ‘Behold, these three
years I have come looking for fruit on
this fig tree, and found none. Cut it
down! Why does it waste the soil?’
8 He answered, ‘Lord, leave it alone
this year also, until I dig around it and
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit, fine;
but if not, after that, you can cut it
down.’ ”

10 He was teaching in one of the
synagogues on the Sabbath day.
11 Behold, there was a woman who
had a spirit of infirmity eighteen
years. She was bent over and could in
noway straightenherself up. 12When
Jesus saw her, he called her and said
to her, “Woman, you are freed from
your infirmity.” 13 He laid his hands
on her, and immediately she stood up
straight and glorified God.

14 The ruler of the synagogue,
being indignant because Jesus had
healed on the Sabbath, said to the
multitude, “There are six days in
which men ought to work. Therefore
come on those days and be healed,
and not on the Sabbath day!”

15 Therefore the Lord answered
him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each
one of you free his ox or his donkey
from the stall on the Sabbath and lead
him away to water? 16Ought not this
woman, being a daughter of Abraham
whomSatan had bound eighteen long
years, be freed from this bondage on
the Sabbath day?”

17 As he said these things, all his
adversaries were disappointed; and
all the multitude rejoiced for all the
glorious things that were done by
him.

18He said, “What is God’s Kingdom
like? To what shall I compare it?
19 It is like a grain of mustard seed
which a man took and put in his own
garden. It grew and became a large
tree, and the birds of the sky live in
its branches.”

20 Again he said, “To what shall I
compare God’s Kingdom? 21 It is like
yeast, which a woman took and hid in
three measures * of flour, until it was
all leavened.”

22 He went on his way through
cities and villages, teaching, and trav-
eling on to Jerusalem. 23 One said

§ 12:59 literally, lepton. A lepton is a very small brass Jewish coin worth half a Roman quadrans each,
which is worth a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta are worth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s
daily wages. * 13:21 literally, three sata. 3 sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel.
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to him, “Lord, are they few who are
saved?”

He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter
in by the narrow door, for many, I tell
you, will seek to enter in and will not
be able. 25 When once the master
of the house has risen up and has
shut the door, and you begin to stand
outside and to knock at the door,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ then
he will answer and tell you, ‘I don’t
know you or where you come from.’
26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate
and drank in your presence, and you
taught in our streets.’ 27He will say,
‘I tell you, I don’t know where you
come from. Depart from me, all you
workers of iniquity.’ 28 There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth when
you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
all the prophets in God’s Kingdom,
and yourselves being thrown outside.
29They will come from the east, west,
north, and south, and will sit down in
God’s Kingdom. 30 Behold, there are
some who are last who will be first,
and there are some who are first who
will be last.”

31 On that same day, some Phar-
isees came, saying to him, “Get out of
here and go away, for Herod wants to
kill you.”

32He said to them, “Go and tell that
fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and
perform cures today and tomorrow,
and the third day I complete my mis-
sion. 33 Nevertheless I must go on
my way today and tomorrow and the
next day, for it can’t be that a prophet
would perish outside of Jerusalem.’

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who
kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to her! How often I
wanted to gather your children to-
gether, like a hen gathers her own
brood under her wings, and you re-
fused! 35 Behold, your house is left
to you desolate. I tell you, you will
not seeme until you say, ‘Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”
✡

14
1 When he went into the house of

one of the rulers of the Pharisees on
a Sabbath to eat bread, they were
watching him. 2 Behold, a certain
man who had dropsy was in front of
him. 3 Jesus, answering, spoke to the
lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”

4 But they were silent.
He took him, and healed him, and

let him go. 5 He answered them,
“Which of you, if your son* or an ox
fell into a well, wouldn’t immediately
pull him out on a Sabbath day?”

6They couldn’t answer him regard-
ing these things.

7 He spoke a parable to those who
were invited, when he noticed how
they chose the best seats, and said
to them, 8 “When you are invited by
anyone to awedding feast, don’t sit in
the best seat, since perhaps someone
more honorable than you might be
invited by him, 9 and he who invited
both of you would come and tell you,
‘Make room for this person.’ Then
you would begin, with shame, to take
the lowest place. 10 But when you
are invited, go and sit in the lowest
place, so that when he who invited
you comes, he may tell you, ‘Friend,
move up higher.’ Then you will be
honored in the presence of all who sit
at the table with you. 11For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled,
and whoever humbles himself will be
exalted.”

12 He also said to the one who
had invited him, “When you make a
dinner or a supper, don’t call your
friends, nor your brothers, nor your
kinsmen, nor rich neighbors, or per-
haps they might also return the fa-
vor, and pay you back. 13 But
when you make a feast, ask the poor,
the maimed, the lame, or the blind;
14 and you will be blessed, because

✡ 13:35 Psalm 118:26 * 14:5 TR reads “donkey” instead of “son”
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they don’t have the resources to re-
pay you. For you will be repaid in the
resurrection of the righteous.”

15When one of those who sat at the
table with him heard these things, he
said to him, “Blessed is he who will
feast in God’s Kingdom!”

16 But he said to him, “A certain
man made a great supper, and he
invited many people. 17 He sent
out his servant at supper time to tell
those who were invited, ‘Come, for
everything is ready now.’ 18 They all
as one began to make excuses.

“The first said to him, ‘I have
bought a field, and I must go and see
it. Please have me excused.’

19“Another said, ‘I have bought five
yoke of oxen, and I must go try them
out. Please have me excused.’

20 “Another said, ‘I have married a
wife, and therefore I can’t come.’

21 “That servant came, and told his
lord these things. Then the master
of the house, being angry, said to
his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring
in the poor, maimed, blind, and lame.’

22 “The servant said, ‘Lord, it is
done as you commanded, and there is
still room.’

23 “The lord said to the servant, ‘Go
out into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that my
house may be filled. 24 For I tell
you that none of thosemenwhowere
invited will taste of my supper.’ ”

25Nowgreatmultitudeswere going
with him. He turned and said to
them, 26 “If anyone comes to me, and
doesn’t disregard† his own father,
mother, wife, children, brothers, and
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he
can’t be my disciple. 27 Whoever
doesn’t bear his own cross and come
after me, can’t be my disciple. 28 For
which of you, desiring to build a
tower, doesn’t first sit down and
count the cost, to see if he has enough
to complete it? 29 Or perhaps, when

he has laid a foundation and isn’t able
to finish, everyone who sees begins
to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man
began to build and wasn’t able to
finish.’ 31 Or what king, as he goes
to encounter another king in war,
will not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand
to meet him who comes against him
with twenty thousand? 32 Or else,
while the other is yet a great way off,
he sends an envoy and asks for condi-
tions of peace. 33 So therefore, who-
ever of you who doesn’t renounce all
that he has, he can’t be my disciple.

34 “Salt is good, but if the salt be-
comes flat and tasteless, withwhat do
you season it? 35 It is fit neither for
the soil nor for the manure pile. It is
thrown out. He who has ears to hear,
let him hear.”

15
1 Now all the tax collectors and

sinners were coming close to him
to hear him. 2 The Pharisees and
the scribes murmured, saying, “This
man welcomes sinners, and eats with
them.”

3 He told them this parable:
4 “Which of you men, if you had one
hundred sheep and lost one of them,
wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and go after the one that
was lost, until he found it? 5 When
he has found it, he carries it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. 6 When he
comes home, he calls together his
friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep which was lost!’ 7 I
tell you that even so there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents, than over ninety-
nine righteous people who need no
repentance.

8 “Or what woman, if she had
ten drachma* coins, if she lost one
drachma coin, wouldn’t light a lamp,
sweep the house, and seek diligently
until she found it? 9 When she

† 14:26 or, hate * 15:8 A drachma coin was worth about 2 days wages for an agricultural laborer.
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has found it, she calls together her
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Re-
joice with me, for I have found the
drachmawhich I had lost!’ 10Even so,
I tell you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner
repenting.”

11 He said, “A certain man had two
sons. 12 The younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me
my share of your property.’ So he
divided his livelihood between them.
13 Not many days after, the younger
son gathered all of this together and
traveled into a far country. There
he wasted his property with riotous
living. 14 When he had spent all of
it, there arose a severe famine in that
country, and he began to be in need.
15 He went and joined himself to one
of the citizens of that country, and he
sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
16He wanted to fill his belly with the
pods that the pigs ate, but no one
gave him any. 17 But when he came
to himself, he said, ‘How many hired
servants of my father’s have bread
enough to spare, and I’m dying with
hunger! 18 I will get up and go to
my father, and will tell him, “Father,
I have sinned against heaven and in
your sight. 19 I am no more worthy
to be called your son. Makeme as one
of your hired servants.” ’

20 “He arose and came to his father.
But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was moved with
compassion, and ran, fell on his neck,
and kissed him. 21 The son said
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and in your sight. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his ser-
vants, ‘Bring out the best robe and
put it on him. Put a ring on his hand
and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the
fattened calf, kill it, and let’s eat and
celebrate; 24 for this, my son, was
dead and is alive again. He was lost

and is found.’ Then they began to
celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the
field. As he came near to the house,
he heard music and dancing. 26 He
called one of the servants to him and
asked what was going on. 27He said
to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened
calf, because he has received him
back safe and healthy.’ 28 But he was
angry and would not go in. Therefore
his father came out and begged him.
29But he answered his father, ‘Behold,
these many years I have served you,
and I never disobeyed a command-
ment of yours, but you never gave me
a goat, that I might celebrate with
my friends. 30 But when this your
son came, who has devoured your
living with prostitutes, you killed the
fattened calf for him.’

31 “He said to him, ‘Son, you are
always with me, and all that is mine
is yours. 32 But it was appropriate
to celebrate and be glad, for this, your
brother, was dead, and is alive again.
He was lost, and is found.’ ”

16
1 He also said to his disciples,

“There was a certain rich man who
had a manager. An accusation was
made to him that this man was wast-
ing his possessions. 2He called him,
and said to him, ‘What is this that I
hear about you? Give an accounting
of your management, for you can no
longer be manager.’

3 “The manager said within him-
self, ‘What will I do, seeing that my
lord is taking away the management
position from me? I don’t have
strength to dig. I am ashamed to beg.
4 I know what I will do, so that when I
am removed from management, they
may receive me into their houses.’
5Calling each one of his lord’s debtors
to him, he said to the first, ‘Howmuch
do you owe to my lord?’ 6He said, ‘A
hundred batos* of oil.’ He said to him,

* 16:6 100 batos is about 395 liters or 104 U. S. gallons.
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‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly
and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to
another, ‘How much do you owe?’ He
said, ‘A hundred cors† of wheat.’ He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write
eighty.’

8 “His lord commended the dishon-
est manager because he had done
wisely, for the children of this world
are, in their own generation, wiser
than the children of the light. 9 I tell
you, make for yourselves friends by
means of unrighteous mammon, so
that when you fail, they may receive
you into the eternal tents. 10He who
is faithful in a very little is faithful
also in much. He who is dishonest
in a very little is also dishonest in
much. 11 If therefore you have
not been faithful in the unrighteous
mammon, who will commit to your
trust the true riches? 12 If you
have not been faithful in that which
is another’s, who will give you that
which is your own? 13 No servant
can serve two masters, for either he
will hate the one and love the other;
or else he will hold to one and despise
the other. You aren’t able to serve
God and Mammon.”‡

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, also heard all these things,
and they scoffed at him. 15 He said
to them, “You are those who justify
yourselves in the sight of men, but
God knows your hearts. For that
which is exalted among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.

16 “The law and the prophets were
until John. From that time the Good
News of God’s Kingdom is preached,
and everyone is forcing his way into
it. 17 But it is easier for heaven and
earth to pass away than for one tiny
stroke of a pen in the law to fall.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife
and marries another commits adul-
tery. He who marries one who is
divorced from a husband commits
adultery.

19 “Now there was a certain rich
man, and he was clothed in purple
and fine linen, living in luxury every
day. 20 A certain beggar, named
Lazarus, was taken to his gate, full of
sores, 21 and desiring to be fed with
the crumbs that fell from the rich
man’s table. Yes, even the dogs came
and licked his sores. 22 The beggar
died, and he was carried away by the
angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich
man also died and was buried. 23 In
Hades,§ he lifted up his eyes, being
in torment, and saw Abraham far off,
and Lazarus at his bosom. 24 He
cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue! For I am
in anguish in this flame.’

25“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remem-
ber that you, in your lifetime, re-
ceived your good things, and Lazarus,
in the same way, bad things. But here
he is now comforted and you are in
anguish. 26 Besides all this, between
us and you there is a great gulf fixed,
that those who want to pass from
here to you are not able, and that no
one may cross over from there to us.’

27 “He said, ‘I ask you therefore,
father, that you would send him to
my father’s house — 28 for I have
five brothers—that he may testify to
them, so they won’t also come into
this place of torment.’

29 “But Abraham said to him, ‘They
have Moses and the prophets. Let
them listen to them.’

30 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham,
but if one goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they don’t
listen toMoses and the prophets, nei-
ther will they be persuaded if one
rises from the dead.’ ”

17
1 He said to the disciples, “It is

impossible that no occasions of stum-
† 16:7 100 cors = about 2,110 liters or 600 bushels. ‡ 16:13 “Mammon” refers to riches or a false
god of wealth. § 16:23 or, Hell



Luke 17:2 91 Luke 17:35

bling should come, but woe to him
through whom they come! 2 It would
be better for him if a millstone were
hung around his neck, and he were
thrown into the sea, rather than that
he should cause one of these little
ones to stumble. 3 Be careful. If
your brother sins against you, rebuke
him. If he repents, forgive him. 4 If
he sins against you seven times in the
day, and seven times returns, saying,
‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”

5The apostles said to the Lord, “In-
crease our faith.”

6 The Lord said, “If you had faith
like a grain of mustard seed, you
would tell this sycamore tree, ‘Be up-
rooted and be planted in the sea,’ and
it would obey you. 7But who is there
among you, having a servant plowing
or keeping sheep, that will say when
he comes in from the field, ‘Come
immediately and sit down at the ta-
ble’? 8 Wouldn’t he rather tell him,
‘Prepare my supper, clothe yourself
properly, and servemewhile I eat and
drink. Afterward you shall eat and
drink’? 9 Does he thank that servant
because he did the things that were
commanded? I think not. 10 Even so
you also, when you have done all the
things that are commanded you, say,
‘We are unworthy servants. We have
done our duty.’ ”

11 As he was on his way to
Jerusalem, he was passing along the
borders of Samaria and Galilee. 12 As
he entered into a certain village, ten
men who were lepers met him, who
stood at a distance. 13 They lifted up
their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master,
have mercy on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said to
them, “Go and show yourselves to the
priests.” As they went, they were
cleansed. 15 One of them, when he
saw that he was healed, turned back,
glorifying Godwith a loud voice. 16He
fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving
him thanks; and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus answered, “Weren’t the ten
cleansed? But where are the nine?

18 Were there none found who re-
turned to give glory to God, except
this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to
him, “Get up, and go your way. Your
faith has healed you.”

20 Being asked by the Pharisees
when God’s Kingdom would come,
he answered them, “God’s Kingdom
doesn’t come with observation;
21 neither will they say, ‘Look, here!’
or, ‘Look, there!’ for behold, God’s
Kingdom is within you.”

22 He said to the disciples, “The
days will come when you will desire
to see one of the days of the Son of
Man, and you will not see it. 23 They
will tell you, ‘Look, here!’ or ‘Look,
there!’ Don’t go away or follow after
them, 24 for as the lightning, when
it flashes out of one part under the
sky, shines to another part under the
sky, so will the Son of Man be in his
day. 25 But first, he must suffer
many things and be rejected by this
generation. 26 As it was in the days
of Noah, even so it will also be in the
days of the Son of Man. 27 They ate,
they drank, they married, and they
were given in marriage until the day
that Noah entered into the ship, and
the flood came and destroyed them
all. 28 Likewise, even as it was in
the days of Lot: they ate, they drank,
they bought, they sold, they planted,
they built; 29 but in the day that Lot
went out from Sodom, it rained fire
and sulfur from the sky and destroyed
them all. 30 It will be the same
way in the day that the Son of Man is
revealed. 31 In that day, he who will
be on the housetop and his goods in
thehouse, let himnot go down to take
them away. Let himwho is in the field
likewise not turn back. 32Remember
Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever seeks to save
his life loses it, but whoever loses his
life preserves it. 34 I tell you, in that
night there will be two people in one
bed. One will be taken and the other
will be left. 35 There will be two
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grinding grain together. One will be
taken and the other will be left.” 36 *

37 They, answering, asked him,
“Where, Lord?”

He said to them, “Where the body
is, there the vultureswill also be gath-
ered together.”

18
1 He also spoke a parable to them

that they must always pray and not
give up, 2 saying, “There was a judge
in a certain city who didn’t fear God
and didn’t respect man. 3 A widow
was in that city, and she often came
to him, saying, ‘Defend me from my
adversary!’ 4 He wouldn’t for a
while; but afterward he said to him-
self, ‘Though I neither fear God nor
respectman, 5yet because thiswidow
bothers me, I will defend her, or else
she will wear me out by her continual
coming.’ ”

6The Lord said, “Listen to what the
unrighteous judge says. 7 Won’t
God avenge his chosen ones who are
crying out to him day and night, and
yet he exercises patience with them?
8 I tell you that he will avenge them
quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son
ofMan comes, will hefind faith on the
earth?”

9He also spoke this parable to cer-
tain people who were convinced of
their own righteousness, andwho de-
spised all others: 10 “Two men went
up into the temple to pray; one was
a Pharisee, and the other was a tax
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and
prayed by himself like this: ‘God, I
thank you that I am not like the rest
of men: extortionists, unrighteous,
adulterers, or even like this tax col-
lector. 12 I fast twice a week. I give
tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax
collector, standing far away, wouldn’t
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but
beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be mer-
ciful tome, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this
man went down to his house justified

rather than the other; for everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled,
but he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

15 They were also bringing their
babies to him, that he might touch
them. But when the disciples saw
it, they rebuked them. 16 Jesus sum-
moned them, saying, “Allow the little
children to come to me, and don’t
hinder them, for God’s Kingdom be-
longs to such as these. 17 Most
certainly, I tell you, whoever doesn’t
receive God’s Kingdom like a little
child, he will in no way enter into it.”

18Acertain ruler askedhim, saying,
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?”

19 Jesus asked him, “Why do you
call me good? No one is good, ex-
cept one: God. 20 You know the
commandments: ‘Don’t commit adul-
tery,’ ‘Don’t murder,’ ‘Don’t steal,’
‘Don’t give false testimony,’ ‘Honor
your father and your mother.’ ”✡

21 He said, “I have observed all
these things from my youth up.”

22 When Jesus heard these things,
he said to him, “You still lack one
thing. Sell all that you have and
distribute it to the poor. Then you
will have treasure in heaven; then
come, follow me.”

23 But when he heard these things,
he became very sad, for he was very
rich.

24 Jesus, seeing that he becamevery
sad, said, “How hard it is for those
who have riches to enter into God’s
Kingdom! 25 For it is easier for a
camel to enter in through a needle’s
eye than for a rich man to enter into
God’s Kingdom.”

26 Those who heard it said, “Then
who can be saved?”

27 But he said, “The things which
are impossible with men are possible
with God.”

28 Peter said, “Look, we have left
everything and followed you.”

* 17:36 Some Greek manuscripts add: “Two will be in the field: the one taken, and the other left.”
✡ 18:20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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29He said to them, “Most certainly

I tell you, there is no one who has left
house, or wife, or brothers, or par-
ents, or children, for God’s Kingdom’s
sake, 30 who will not receive many
times more in this time, and in the
world to come, eternal life.”

31He took the twelve aside and said
to them, “Behold, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and all the things that
are written through the prophets
concerning the Son of Man will be
completed. 32 For he will be de-
livered up to the Gentiles, will be
mocked, treated shamefully, and spit
on. 33They will scourge and kill him.
On the third day, he will rise again.”

34 They understood none of these
things. This saying was hidden from
them, and they didn’t understand the
things that were said.

35 As he came near Jericho, a cer-
tain blind man sat by the road, beg-
ging. 36Hearing a multitude going by,
he asked what this meant. 37 They
told him that Jesus of Nazareth was
passing by. 38 He cried out, “Jesus,
you son of David, have mercy onme!”
39 Those who led the way rebuked
him, that he should be quiet; but he
cried out all the more, “You son of
David, have mercy on me!”

40 Standing still, Jesus commanded
him to be brought to him. When
he had come near, he asked him,
41 “What do you want me to do?”

He said, “Lord, that I may see
again.”

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your
sight. Your faith has healed you.”

43 Immediately he received his
sight and followed him, glorifying
God. All the people, when they saw
it, praised God.

19
1 He entered and was passing

through Jericho. 2 There was a man
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief
tax collector, and he was rich. 3 He

was trying to see who Jesus was,
and couldn’t because of the crowd,
because he was short. 4 He ran
on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see him, for he was
going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus
came to the place, he looked up and
saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
hurry and come down, for today I
must stay at your house.” 6 He
hurried, came down, and received
him joyfully. 7 When they saw it,
they all murmured, saying, “He has
gone in to lodge with a man who is a
sinner.”

8 Zacchaeus stood and said to the
Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my goods
I give to the poor. If I have wrongfully
exacted anything of anyone, I restore
four times as much.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, salva-
tion has come to this house, because
he also is a son of Abraham. 10For the
Son of Man came to seek and to save
that which was lost.”

11 As they heard these things, he
went on and told a parable, be-
cause he was near Jerusalem, and
they supposed that God’s Kingdom
would be revealed immediately. 12He
said therefore, “A certain nobleman
went into a far country to receive
for himself a kingdom and to return.
13 He called ten servants of his and
gave them ten mina coins, * and
told them, ‘Conduct business until I
come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him,
and sent an envoy after him, saying,
‘We don’t want this man to reign over
us.’

15 “When he had come back again,
having received the kingdom, he
commanded these servants, to whom
he had given the money, to be called
to him, that hemight knowwhat they
had gained by conducting business.
16 The first came before him, saying,
‘Lord, your mina has made ten more
minas.’

17 “He said to him, ‘Well done,
you good servant! Because you were

* 19:13 10 minas was more than 3 years’ wages for an agricultural laborer.
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found faithful with very little, you
shall have authority over ten cities.’

18 “The second came, saying, ‘Your
mina, Lord, has made five minas.’

19 “So he said to him, ‘And you are
to be over five cities.’

20 Another came, saying, ‘Lord, be-
hold, your mina, which I kept laid
away in a handkerchief, 21 for I feared
you, because you are an exacting
man. You take up that which you
didn’t lay down, and reap that which
you didn’t sow.’

22 “He said to him, ‘Out of your own
mouth I will judge you, you wicked
servant! You knew that I am an exact-
ingman, taking up that which I didn’t
lay down and reaping that which I
didn’t sow. 23 Then why didn’t you
deposit my money in the bank, and
at my coming, I might have earned
interest on it?’ 24 He said to those
who stood by, ‘Take the mina away
from him and give it to him who has
the ten minas.’

25 “They said to him, ‘Lord, he
has ten minas!’ 26 ‘For I tell you
that to everyone who has, will more
be given; but from him who doesn’t
have, even that which he has will be
taken away from him. 27 But bring
those enemies of mine who didn’t
wantme to reign over them here, and
kill them before me.’ ” 28 Having said
these things, he went on ahead, going
up to Jerusalem.

29 When he came near to Beth-
sphage† and Bethany, at the moun-
tain that is called Olivet, he sent two
of his disciples, 30 saying, “Go your
way into the village on the other side,
in which, as you enter, you will find a
colt tied, which no man has ever sat
upon. Untie it and bring it. 31 If any-
one asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it?’ say to him: ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”

32 Those who were sent went away
and found things just as he had told
them. 33 As they were untying the

colt, its owners said to them, “Why
are you untying the colt?” 34 They
said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then
they brought it to Jesus. They threw
their cloaks on the colt and sat Jesus
on them. 36 As he went, they spread
their cloaks on the road.

37 As he was now getting near, at
the descent of the Mount of Olives,
the whole multitude of the disci-
ples began to rejoice and praise God
with a loud voice for all the mighty
works which they had seen, 38 saying,
“Blessed is the King who comes in the
name of the Lord! ✡ Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees from the
multitude said to him, “Teacher, re-
buke your disciples!”

40 He answered them, “I tell you
that if these were silent, the stones
would cry out.”

41 When he came near, he saw the
city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If
you, even you, had known today the
things which belong to your peace!
But now, they are hidden from your
eyes. 43For the dayswill come on you
when your enemies will throw up a
barricade against you, surround you,
hem you in on every side, 44 and will
dash you and your children within
you to the ground. They will not
leave in you one stone on another,
because you didn’t know the time of
your visitation.”

45 He entered into the temple and
began to drive out those who bought
and sold in it, 46 saying to them, “It
is written, ‘My house is a house of
prayer,’✡ but you havemade it a ‘den
of robbers’!” ✡

47Hewas teaching daily in the tem-
ple, but the chief priests, the scribes,
and the leading men among the peo-
ple sought to destroy him. 48 They
couldn’t find what they might do, for
all the people hung on to every word
that he said.

† 19:29 TR, NU read “Bethpage” instead of “Bethsphage” ✡ 19:38 Psalm 118:26 ✡ 19:46 Isaiah
56:7 ✡ 19:46 Jeremiah 7:11
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1 On one of those days, as he was
teaching the people in the temple
and preaching the Good News, the*
priests and scribes came to him with
the elders. 2 They asked him, “Tell
us: by what authority do you do these
things? Or who is giving you this
authority?”

3He answered them, “I also will ask
you one question. Tell me: 4 the
baptism of John, was it from heaven,
or from men?”

5 They reasoned with themselves,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say, ‘Why didn’t you believe
him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From men,’ all
the people will stone us, for they are
persuaded that John was a prophet.”
7 They answered that they didn’t
know where it was from.

8 Jesus said to them, “Neither will I
tell you by what authority I do these
things.”

9 He began to tell the people this
parable: “A † man planted a vineyard
and rented it out to some farmers,
and went into another country for a
long time. 10 At the proper season,
he sent a servant to the farmers to
collect his share of the fruit of the
vineyard. But the farmers beat him
and sent him away empty. 11He sent
yet another servant, and they also
beat him and treated him shamefully,
and sent him away empty. 12He sent
yet a third, and they also wounded
him and threw him out. 13 The lord
of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do?
I will send my beloved son. It may
be that seeing him, they will respect
him.’

14 “But when the farmers saw him,
they reasoned among themselves,
saying, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s
kill him, that the inheritance may be
ours.’ 15 Then they threw him out
of the vineyard and killed him. What
thereforewill the lord of the vineyard

do to them? 16 He will come and
destroy these farmers, and will give
the vineyard to others.”

When they heard that, they said,
“May that never be!”

17 But he looked at them and said,
“Then what is this that is written,
‘The stone which the builders re-

jected
was made the chief corner-

stone?’✡
18 Everyone who falls on that stone

will be broken to pieces,
but it will crush whomever it

falls on to dust.”
19 The chief priests and the scribes

sought to lay hands on him that very
hour, but they feared the people—for
they knew he had spoken this parable
against them. 20 They watched him
and sent out spies, who pretended
to be righteous, that they might trap
him in something he said, so as to
deliver him up to the power and au-
thority of the governor. 21They asked
him, “Teacher, we know that you say
and teach what is right, and aren’t
partial to anyone, but truly teach the
way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay
taxes to Caesar, or not?”

23But he perceived their craftiness,
and said to them, “Why do you test
me? 24 Show me a denarius. Whose
image and inscription are on it?”

They answered, “Caesar’s.”
25 He said to them, “Then give to

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.”

26 They weren’t able to trap him in
his words before the people. They
marveled at his answer and were
silent. 27Some of the Sadducees came
to him, those who deny that there
is a resurrection. 28 They asked him,
“Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if
a man’s brother dies having a wife,
and he is childless, his brother should
take thewife and raise up children for
his brother. 29 There were therefore
seven brothers. The first took a wife,
and died childless. 30The second took

* 20:1 TR adds “chief” † 20:9 NU (in brackets) and TR add “certain” ✡ 20:17 Psalm 118:22
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her as wife, and he died childless.
31 The third took her, and likewise
the seven all left no children, and
died. 32 Afterward the woman also
died. 33 Therefore in the resurrection
whose wife of them will she be? For
the seven had her as a wife.”

34 Jesus said to them, “The children
of this age marry and are given in
marriage. 35 But those who are
considered worthy to attain to that
age and the resurrection from the
dead neither marry nor are given in
marriage. 36 For they can’t die any
more, for they are like the angels and
are children of God, being children of
the resurrection. 37But that the dead
are raised, even Moses showed at the
bush, when he called the Lord ‘The
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.’ ✡ 38Now he is not
the God of the dead, but of the living,
for all are alive to him.”

39 Some of the scribes answered,
“Teacher, you speak well.” 40 They
didn’t dare to ask him anymore ques-
tions.

41 He said to them, “Why do they
say that the Christ is David’s son?
42 David himself says in the book of
Psalms,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,
43 until I make your enemies the

footstool of your feet.” ’ ✡
44 “David therefore calls him Lord,

so how is he his son?”
45 In the hearing of all the people,

he said to his disciples, 46 “Beware
of those scribes who like to walk in
long robes, and love greetings in the
marketplaces, the best seats in the
synagogues, and the best places at
feasts; 47whodevourwidows’ houses,
and for a pretensemake long prayers.
These will receive greater condemna-
tion.”

21
1 He looked up and saw the rich

people who were putting their gifts

into the treasury. 2 He saw a certain
poorwidow casting in two small brass
coins.* 3He said, “Truly I tell you, this
poor widow put in more than all of
them, 4 for all these put in gifts for
God from their abundance, but she,
out of her poverty, put in all that she
had to live on.”

5 As some were talking about the
temple andhow itwas decoratedwith
beautiful stones and gifts, he said,
6 “As for these things which you see,
the days will come inwhich therewill
not be left here one stone on another
that will not be thrown down.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, so
when will these things be? What is
the sign that these things are about to
happen?”

8He said, “Watch out that you don’t
get led astray, for many will come
in my name, saying, ‘I am he†,’ and,
‘The time is at hand.’ Therefore don’t
follow them. 9 When you hear of
wars and disturbances, don’t be ter-
rified, for these things must happen
first, but the end won’t come imme-
diately.”

10 Then he said to them, “Nation
will rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom. 11 There
will be great earthquakes, famines,
and plagues in various places. There
will be terrors and great signs from
heaven. 12But before all these things,
they will lay their hands on you and
will persecute you, delivering you up
to synagogues and prisons, bringing
you before kings and governors for
my name’s sake. 13 It will turn out
as a testimony for you. 14 Settle it
therefore in your hearts not to medi-
tate beforehand how to answer, 15 for
I will give you a mouth and wisdom
which all your adversaries will not
be able to withstand or to contra-
dict. 16 You will be handed over
even by parents, brothers, relatives,
and friends. They will cause some of

✡ 20:37 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 20:43 Psalm 110:1 * 21:2 literally, “two lepta.” 2 lepta was about 1% of
a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer. † 21:8 or, I AM
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you to be put to death. 17 You will
be hated by all men for my name’s
sake. 18 And not a hair of your head
will perish.

19 “By your endurance you will win
your lives.

20 “But when you see Jerusalem
surrounded by armies, then know
that its desolation is at hand. 21Then
let those who are in Judea flee to
the mountains. Let those who are in
the middle of her depart. Let those
who are in the country not enter
therein. 22 For these are days of
vengeance, that all things which are
written may be fulfilled. 23 Woe to
those who are pregnant and to those
who nurse infants in those days! For
there will be great distress in the land
and wrath to this people. 24 They
will fall by the edge of the sword, and
will be led captive into all the nations.
Jerusalem will be trampled down by
the Gentiles until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.

25 “There will be signs in the sun,
moon, and stars; and on the earth
anxiety of nations, in perplexity for
the roaring of the sea and the waves;
26men fainting for fear and for expec-
tation of the things which are coming
on the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27 Then
they will see the Son of Man coming
in a cloud with power and great glory.
28Butwhen these things begin tohap-
pen, look up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is near.”

29He told them a parable. “See the
fig tree and all the trees. 30 When
they are already budding, you see it
and know by your own selves that the
summer is already near. 31 Even so
you also, when you see these things
happening, know that God’s King-
dom is near. 32 Most certainly
I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all things are accom-
plished. 33 Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will by no
means pass away.

34 “So be careful, or your hearts
will be loaded down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life,
and that day will come on you sud-
denly. 35 For it will come like a
snare on all those who dwell on the
surface of all the earth. 36 Therefore
be watchful all the time, praying that
youmay be countedworthy to escape
all these things that will happen, and
to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 Every day Jesus was teaching in
the temple, and every night he would
go out and spend the night on the
mountain that is called Olivet. 38 All
the people came early in themorning
to him in the temple to hear him.

22
1 Now the feast of unleavened

bread, which is called the Passover,
was approaching. 2 The chief priests
and the scribes sought how they
might put him to death, for they
feared the people.

3Satan entered into Judas, whowas
also called Iscariot, who was counted
with the twelve. 4 He went away and
talked with the chief priests and cap-
tains about how hemight deliver him
to them. 5Theywere glad, and agreed
to give him money. 6 He consented
and sought an opportunity to deliver
him to them in the absence of the
multitude.

7 The day of unleavened bread
came, on which the Passover must be
sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John,
saying, “Go and prepare the Passover
for us, that we may eat.”

9 They said to him, “Where do you
want us to prepare?”

10 He said to them, “Behold, when
you have entered into the city, a man
carrying a pitcher of water will meet
you. Follow him into the house which
he enters. 11 Tell the master of
the house, ‘The Teacher says to you,
“Where is the guest room, where I
may eat the Passover with my disci-
ples?” ’ 12 He will show you a large,
furnished upper room. Make prepa-
rations there.”
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13They went, found things as Jesus

had told them, and they prepared the
Passover.

14 When the hour had come, he
sat down with the twelve apostles.
15 He said to them, “I have earnestly
desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer, 16 for I tell you, I
will no longer by any means eat of it
until it is fulfilled in God’s Kingdom.”
17He received a cup, andwhen he had
given thanks, he said, “Take this and
share it among yourselves, 18 for I
tell you, I will not drink at all again
from the fruit of the vine, until God’s
Kingdom comes.”

19He took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke and gave it to
them, saying, “This is my body which
is given for you. Do this in memory
of me.” 20 Likewise, he took the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you. 21 But behold,
the hand of him who betrays me is
with me on the table. 22 The Son of
Man indeed goes as it has been deter-
mined, but woe to that man through
whom he is betrayed!”

23 They began to question among
themselves which of them it was who
would do this thing.

24Adispute also arose among them,
which of them was considered to be
greatest. 25 He said to them, “The
kings of the nations lord it over them,
and those who have authority over
them are called ‘benefactors.’ 26 But
not so with you. Rather, the one who
is greater among you, let him become
as the younger, and one who is gov-
erning, as onewho serves. 27Forwho
is greater, onewho sits at the table, or
one who serves? Isn’t it he who sits at
the table? But I am among you as one
who serves.

28 “But you are those who have
continued with me in my trials. 29 I
confer on you a kingdom, even as my
Father conferred on me, 30 that you

may eat and drink at my table in my
Kingdom. You will sit on thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

31 The Lord said, “Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan asked to have all of
you, that he might sift you as wheat,
32 but I prayed for you, that your
faith wouldn’t fail. You, when once
you have turned again, establish your
brothers.”*

33He said to him, “Lord, I am ready
to go with you both to prison and to
death!”

34 He said, “I tell you, Peter, the
rooster will by no means crow today
until you deny that you know me
three times.”

35 He said to them, “When I sent
you out without purse, bag, and san-
dals, did you lack anything?”

They said, “Nothing.”
36 Then he said to them, “But now,

whoever has a purse, let him take
it, and likewise a bag. Whoever has
none, let him sell his cloak, and buy
a sword. 37 For I tell you that this
which is written must still be fulfilled
in me: ‘He was counted with trans-
gressors.’✡ For that which concerns
me is being fulfilled.”

38 They said, “Lord, behold, here
are two swords.”

He said to them, “That is enough.”
39He came out andwent, as his cus-

tom was, to the Mount of Olives. His
disciples also followed him. 40 When
he was at the place, he said to them,
“Pray that you don’t enter into temp-
tation.”

41 He was withdrawn from them
about a stone’s throw, and he knelt
down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father,
if you are willing, remove this cup
from me. Nevertheless, not my will,
but yours, be done.”

43 An angel from heaven appeared
to him, strengthening him. 44 Being
in agony, he prayed more earnestly.
His sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down on the ground.

* 22:32 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ✡ 22:37 Isaiah 53:12
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45When he rose up from his prayer,

he came to the disciples and found
them sleeping because of grief, 46 and
said to them, “Whydo you sleep? Rise
and pray that you may not enter into
temptation.”

47 While he was still speaking, a
crowd appeared. He who was called
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading
them. He came near to Jesus to kiss
him. 48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas,
do you betray the Son of Man with a
kiss?”

49 When those who were around
him saw what was about to happen,
they said to him, “Lord, shall we
strike with the sword?” 50 A certain
one of them struck the servant of the
high priest, and cut off his right ear.

51 But Jesus answered, “Let me at
least do this”—and he touched his
ear and healed him. 52 Jesus said
to the chief priests, captains of the
temple, and elders, who had come
against him, “Have you come out as
against a robber, with swords and
clubs? 53 When I was with you in
the temple daily, you didn’t stretch
out your hands against me. But this
is your hour, and the power of dark-
ness.”

54 They seized him and led him
away, and brought him into the high
priest’s house. But Peter followed
from a distance. 55 When they had
kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and had sat down together,
Peter sat among them. 56 A certain
servant girl saw him as he sat in the
light, and looking intently at him,
said, “This man also was with him.”

57 He denied Jesus, saying,
“Woman, I don’t know him.”

58 After a little while someone else
saw him and said, “You also are one of
them!”

But Peter answered, “Man, I am
not!”

59 After about one hour passed,
another confidently affirmed, saying,
“Truly thismanalsowaswithhim, for
he is a Galilean!”

60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t
know what you are talking about!”
Immediately, while hewas still speak-
ing, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord
turned and looked at Peter. Then Pe-
ter remembered the Lord’sword, how
he said to him, “Before the rooster
crows you will deny me three times.”
62He went out, and wept bitterly.

63 The men who held Jesus mocked
him and beat him. 64 Having blind-
folded him, they struck him on the
face and asked him, “Prophesy! Who
is the one who struck you?” 65 They
spokemany other things against him,
insulting him.

66As soon as it was day, the assem-
bly of the elders of the people were
gathered together, both chief priests
and scribes, and they led him away
into their council, saying, 67 “If you
are the Christ, tell us.”

But he said to them, “If I tell you,
you won’t believe, 68 and if I ask, you
will in no way answer me or let me
go. 69 From now on, the Son of Man
will be seated at the right hand of the
power of God.”

70 They all said, “Are you then the
Son of God?”

He said to them, “You say it, be-
cause I am.”

71 They said, “Why do we need any
more witness? For we ourselves have
heard from his own mouth!”

23
1 The whole company of them rose

up and brought him before Pilate.
2 They began to accuse him, saying,
“We found this man perverting the
nation, forbidding paying taxes to
Caesar, and saying that he himself is
Christ, a king.”

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?”

He answered him, “So you say.”
4Pilate said to the chief priests and

the multitudes, “I find no basis for a
charge against this man.”

5But they insisted, saying, “He stirs
up the people, teaching throughout
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all Judea, beginning fromGalilee even
to this place.”

6 But when Pilate heard Galilee
mentioned, he asked if the man was
a Galilean. 7 When he found out
that hewas inHerod’s jurisdiction, he
sent him to Herod, who was also in
Jerusalem during those days.

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he
was exceedingly glad, for he had
wanted to see him for a long time,
because he had heard many things
about him. He hoped to see some
miracle done by him. 9He questioned
himwith many words, but he gave no
answers. 10 The chief priests and the
scribes stood, vehemently accusing
him. 11Herodwith his soldiers humil-
iated him and mocked him. Dressing
him in luxurious clothing, they sent
himback to Pilate. 12Herod and Pilate
became friends with each other that
very day, for before that they were
enemies with each other.

13 Pilate called together the chief
priests, the rulers, and the people,
14and said to them, “You brought this
man to me as one that perverts the
people, and behold, having examined
him before you, I found no basis for
a charge against this man concerning
those things ofwhich you accuse him.
15 Neither has Herod, for I sent you
to him, and see, nothing worthy of
death has been done by him. 16 I will
therefore chastise him and release
him.”

17 Now he had to release one pris-
oner to them at the feast.* 18 But
they all cried out together, saying,
“Away with this man! Release to us
Barabbas!”— 19 one who was thrown
into prison for a certain revolt in the
city, and for murder.

20Then Pilate spoke to them again,
wanting to release Jesus, 21 but they
shouted, saying, “Crucify! Crucify
him!”

22 He said to them the third time,
“Why? What evil has this man done?
I have found no capital crime in him.

I will therefore chastise him and re-
lease him.” 23 But they were urgent
with loud voices, asking that hemight
be crucified. Their voices and the
voices of the chief priests prevailed.
24Pilate decreed that what they asked
for should be done. 25He releasedhim
who had been thrown into prison for
insurrection and murder, for whom
they asked, but he delivered Jesus up
to their will.

26 When they led him away, they
grabbed one Simon of Cyrene, com-
ing from the country, and laid the
cross on him to carry it after Je-
sus. 27 A great multitude of the peo-
ple followed him, including women
who alsomourned and lamented him.
28 But Jesus, turning to them, said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, don’t weep
for me, but weep for yourselves and
for your children. 29 For be-
hold, the days are coming in which
they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren,
the wombs that never bore, and the
breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then
they will begin to tell the mountains,
‘Fall on us!’ and tell the hills, ‘Cover
us.’✡ 31 For if they do these things in
the green tree, what will be done in
the dry?”

32 There were also others, two
criminals, led with him to be put to
death. 33When they came to theplace
that is called “The Skull”, they cruci-
fied him therewith the criminals, one
on the right and the other on the left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they don’t know what they are
doing.”

Dividing his garments among
them, they cast lots. 35 The people
stoodwatching. The rulerswith them
also scoffed at him, saying, “He saved
others. Let him save himself, if this is
the Christ of God, his chosen one!”

36 The soldiers also mocked him,
coming to him and offering him vine-
gar, 37 and saying, “If you are the King
of the Jews, save yourself!”

* 23:17 NU omits verse 17. ✡ 23:30 Hosea 10:8
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38 An inscription was also written

over him in letters of Greek, Latin,
and Hebrew: “THIS IS THE KING OF
THE JEWS.”

39 One of the criminals who was
hanged insulted him, saying, “If you
are the Christ, save yourself and us!”

40 But the other answered, and re-
buking him said, “Don’t you even fear
God, seeing you are under the same
condemnation? 41 And we indeed
justly, for we receive the due reward
for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” 42 He said to Jesus,
“Lord, remember me when you come
into your Kingdom.”

43 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I
tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”

44 It was now about the sixth hour,†
and darkness came over the whole
land until the ninth hour.‡ 45 The
sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus, cry-
ing with a loud voice, said, “Father,
into your hands I commit my spirit!”
Having said this, he breathed his last.

47 When the centurion saw what
was done, he glorified God, saying,
“Certainly this was a righteous man.”
48 All the multitudes that came to-
gether to see this, when they saw
the things that were done, returned
home beating their breasts. 49 All his
acquaintances and the women who
followed with him from Galilee stood
at a distance, watching these things.

50 Behold, there was a man named
Joseph, who was a member of the
council, a good and righteous man
51 (he had not consented to their
counsel and deed), from Arimathaea,
a city of the Jews, who was also wait-
ing for God’s Kingdom. 52 This man
went to Pilate, and asked for Jesus’
body. 53He took it down and wrapped
it in a linen cloth, and laid him in a
tomb that was cut in stone, where no
one had ever been laid. 54 It was the

day of the Preparation, and the Sab-
bath was drawing near. 55Thewomen
who had comewith him out of Galilee
followed after, and saw the tomb and
how his body was laid. 56 They re-
turned and prepared spices and oint-
ments. On the Sabbath they rested
according to the commandment.

24
1 But on the first day of the week,

at early dawn, they and some others
came to the tomb, bringing the spices
which they had prepared. 2 They
found the stone rolled away from the
tomb. 3 They entered in, and didn’t
find the Lord Jesus’ body. 4 While
they were greatly perplexed about
this, behold, two men stood by them
in dazzling clothing. 5 Becoming ter-
rified, they bowed their faces down to
the earth.

Themen said to them, “Whydo you
seek the living among the dead? 6He
isn’t here, but is risen. Remember
what he told you when he was still in
Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man
must be delivered up into the hands
of sinful men and be crucified, and
the third day rise again?”

8 They remembered his words,
9 returned from the tomb, and told
all these things to the eleven and to
all the rest. 10 Now they were Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the
mother of James. The other women
with them told these things to the
apostles. 11 These words seemed to
them to be nonsense, and they didn’t
believe them. 12 But Peter got up
and ran to the tomb. Stooping and
looking in, he saw the strips of linen
lying by themselves, and he departed
to his home, wondering what had
happened.

13 Behold, two of them were going
that very day to a village named Em-
maus, which was sixty stadia* from
Jerusalem. 14 They talked with each

† 23:44 Time was counted from sunrise, so the sixth hour was about noon. ‡ 23:44 3:00 p.m.
* 24:13 60 stadia = about 11 kilometers or about 7 miles.
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other about all of these things which
had happened. 15 While they talked
and questioned together, Jesus him-
self came near, and went with them.
16 But their eyes were kept from rec-
ognizing him. 17 He said to them,
“What are you talking about as you
walk, and are sad?”

18 One of them, named Cleopas,
answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who doesn’t
know the things which have hap-
pened there in these days?”

19He said to them, “What things?”
They said to him, “The things con-

cerning Jesus the Nazarene, who was
a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people; 20 and
how the chief priests and our rulers
delivered him up to be condemned
to death, and crucified him. 21 But
we were hoping that it was he who
would redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since
these things happened. 22 Also, cer-
tain women of our company amazed
us, having arrived early at the tomb;
23 and when they didn’t find his body,
they came saying that they had also
seen a vision of angels, who said that
hewas alive. 24Some of uswent to the
tomb and found it just like thewomen
had said, but they didn’t see him.”

25 He said to them, “Foolish peo-
ple, and slow of heart to believe in
all that the prophets have spoken!
26 Didn’t the Christ have to suffer
these things and to enter into his
glory?” 27 Beginning from Moses and
from all the prophets, he explained to
them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself.

28 They came near to the village
where they were going, and he acted
like he would go further.

29 They urged him, saying, “Stay
with us, for it is almost evening, and
the day is almost over.”

He went in to stay with them.
30When he had sat down at the table
with them, he took the bread and
gave thanks. Breaking it, he gave it to

them. 31 Their eyes were opened and
they recognized him; then he van-
ished out of their sight. 32 They said
to one another, “Weren’t our hearts
burning within us while he spoke
to us along the way, and while he
opened the Scriptures to us?” 33They
rose up that very hour, returned
to Jerusalem, and found the eleven
gathered together, and those who
were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord
is risen indeed, and has appeared to
Simon!” 35 They related the things
that happened along the way, and
howhewas recognized by them in the
breaking of the bread.

36 As they said these things, Jesus
himself stood among them, and said
to them, “Peace be to you.”

37But they were terrified and filled
with fear, and supposed that they had
seen a spirit.

38 He said to them, “Why are you
troubled? Why do doubts arise in
your hearts? 39 See my hands and
my feet, that it is truly me. Touch me
and see, for a spirit doesn’t have flesh
and bones, as you see that I have.”
40 When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. 41While
they still didn’t believe for joy, and
wondered, he said to them, “Do you
have anything here to eat?”

42 They gave him a piece of a
broiled fish and some honeycomb.
43 He took them, and ate in front of
them. 44 He said to them, “This is
what I told you while I was still with
you, that all things which are written
in the law ofMoses, the prophets, and
the psalms concerning me must be
fulfilled.”

45 Then he opened their minds,
that they might understand the
Scriptures. 46He said to them, “Thus
it iswritten, and thus itwas necessary
for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead the third day, 47 and
that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name to all
the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
48 You are witnesses of these things.
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49 Behold, I send out the promise of
my Father on you. But wait in the city
of Jerusalem until you are clothed
with power from on high.”

50 He led them out as far as
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands
and blessed them. 51While he blessed
them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. 52 They
worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were
continually in the temple, praising
and blessing God. Amen.
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The Good News According
toJohn

1 In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 The same was in
the beginning with God. 3 All things
were made through him. Without
him, nothing was made that has been
made. 4 In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness hasn’t overcome* it.

6There came a man sent from God,
whose name was John. 7 The same
came as a witness, that he might
testify about the light, that all might
believe through him. 8 He was not
the light, but was sent that he might
testify about the light. 9The true light
that enlightens everyone was coming
into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the
world was made through him, and
the world didn’t recognize him. 11He
came to his own, and those who were
his own didn’t receive him. 12 But
as many as received him, to them
he gave the right to become God’s
children, to those who believe in his
name: 13whowere born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.

14TheWord became flesh and lived
among us. We saw his glory, such
glory as of the only born† Son of
the Father, full of grace and truth.
15 John testified about him. He cried
out, saying, “This was he of whom I
said, ‘He who comes after me has sur-
passed me, for he was before me.’ ”
16 From his fullness we all received

grace upon grace. 17 For the law
was given through Moses. Grace
and truthwere realized through Jesus
Christ.‡ 18No one has seen God at any
time. The only born§ Son,* who is in
the bosom of the Father, has declared
him.

19 This is John’s testimony, when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”

20He declared, and didn’t deny, but
he declared, “I am not the Christ.”

21 They asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?”

He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22They said therefore to him, “Who

are you? Give us an answer to take
back to those who sent us. What do
you say about yourself?”

23 He said, “I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way of the Lord,’✡ as
Isaiah the prophet said.”

24Theoneswhohadbeen sentwere
from the Pharisees. 25 They asked
him, “Why then do you baptize if you
are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I baptize
in water, but among you stands one
whom you don’t know. 27 He is the
one who comes after me, who is pre-
ferred before me, whose sandal strap
I’m not worthy to loosen.” 28 These
things were done in Bethany beyond
the Jordan, where Johnwas baptizing.

29 The next day, he saw Jesus com-
ing to him, and said, “Behold,† the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world! 30 This is he of whom I
said, ‘After me comes a man who is

* 1:5 The word translated “overcome” (κατέλαβεν) can also be translated “comprehended.” It refers
to getting a grip on an enemy to defeat him. † 1:14 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word
“μονογενους”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 1:17 “Christ”
means “Anointed One”. § 1:18 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is
sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. * 1:18 NU reads “God” ✡ 1:23 Isaiah
40:3 † 1:29 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection.
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preferred before me, for he was be-
fore me.’ 31 I didn’t know him, but for
this reason I came baptizing in water,
that he would be revealed to Israel.”
32 John testified, saying, “I have seen
the Spirit descending like a dove out
of heaven, and it remained on him.
33 I didn’t recognize him, but he who
sentme to baptize inwater said tome,
‘On whomever you will see the Spirit
descending and remaining on him is
he who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’
34 I have seen and have testified that
this is the Son of God.”

35 Again, the next day, John was
standing with two of his disciples,
36and he looked at Jesus as he walked,
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”
37 The two disciples heard him speak,
and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus
turned and saw them following, and
said to them, “What are you looking
for?”

They said to him, “Rabbi” (which
is to say, being interpreted, Teacher),
“where are you staying?”

39He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was

staying, and they stayed with him
that day. It was about the tenth
hour.‡ 40 One of the two who heard
John and followed him was Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first
found his own brother, Simon, and
said to him, “We have found the Mes-
siah!” (which is, being interpreted,
Christ§). 42 He brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, “You
are Simon the son of Jonah. You
shall be called Cephas” (which is by
interpretation, Peter).*

43 On the next day, he was deter-
mined to go out into Galilee, and
he found Philip. Jesus said to him,
“Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael, and
said to him, “We have found him of
whom Moses in the law and also the

prophets, wrote: Jesus of Nazareth,
the son of Joseph.”

46Nathanael said to him, “Can any
good thing come out of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to

him, and said about him, “Behold,
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no
deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to him, “How do
you know me?”

Jesus answered him, “Before Philip
called you, when you were under the
fig tree, I saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered him,
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered him, “Because I
told you, ‘I saw you underneath the
fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see
greater things than these!” 51He said
to him, “Most certainly, I tell you all,
hereafter youwill see heaven opened,
and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.”

2
1 The third day, there was a wed-

ding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother
was there. 2 Jesus also was invited,
with his disciples, to the wedding.
3 When the wine ran out, Jesus’
mother said to him, “They have no
wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what
does that have to dowith you andme?
My hour has not yet come.”

5 His mother said to the servants,
“Whatever he says to you, do it.”

6 Now there were six water pots
of stone set there after the Jews’
way of purifying, containing two or
three metretes* apiece. 7 Jesus said
to them, “Fill the water pots with
water.” So they filled them up to the
brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw
some out, and take it to the ruler of
the feast.” So they took it. 9When the
ruler of the feast tasted thewater now
become wine, and didn’t know where

‡ 1:39 4:00 p.m. § 1:41 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) both mean “Anointed One”.
* 1:42 “Cephas” (Aramaic) and “Peter” (Greek) both mean “Rock”. * 2:6 2 to 3 metretes is about 20
to 30 U. S. Gallons, or 75 to 115 liters.
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it came from (but the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the ruler
of the feast called the bridegroom
10 and said to him, “Everyone serves
the good wine first, and when the
guests have drunk freely, then that
which is worse. You have kept the
good wine until now!” 11 This begin-
ning of his signs Jesus did in Cana of
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and
his disciples believed in him.

12 After this, he went down to Ca-
pernaum, he, and his mother, his
brothers, and his disciples; and they
stayed there a few days.

13 The Passover of the Jews was at
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14 He found in the temple those who
sold oxen, sheep, and doves, and the
changers of money sitting. 15 He
made a whip of cords and drove all
out of the temple, both the sheep
and the oxen; and he poured out the
changers’money and overthrew their
tables. 16To thosewho sold the doves,
he said, “Take these things out of
here! Don’t make my Father’s house
a marketplace!” 17 His disciples re-
membered that it was written, “Zeal
for your house will eat me up.”✡

18 The Jews therefore answered
him, “What sign do you show us, see-
ing that you do these things?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up.”

20 The Jews therefore said, “It took
forty-six years to build this temple!
Will you raise it up in three days?”
21 But he spoke of the temple of his
body. 22 When therefore he was
raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he said this, and
they believed the Scripture and the
word which Jesus had said.

23Nowwhen hewas in Jerusalem at
the Passover, during the feast, many
believed in his name, observing his
signs which he did. 24But Jesus didn’t
entrust himself to them, because he

knew everyone, 25 and because he
didn’t need for anyone to testify con-
cerning man; for he himself knew
what was in man.

3
1Now there was a man of the Phar-

isees namedNicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher come from God, for no
one can do these signs that you do,
unless God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered him, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, unless one is born
anew, * he can’t see God’s Kingdom.”

4Nicodemus said to him, “How can
aman be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most certainly I
tell you, unless one is born of water
and Spirit, he can’t enter into God’s
Kingdom. 6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh. That which is born of
the Spirit is spirit. 7 Don’t marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born
anew.’ 8 The wind† blows where it
wants to, and you hear its sound, but
don’t know where it comes from and
where it is going. So is everyone who
is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered him, “How
can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel, and don’t under-
stand these things? 11Most certainly
I tell you, we speak that which we
know and testify of that which we
have seen, and you don’t receive our
witness. 12 If I told you earthly things
and you don’t believe, how will you
believe if I tell you heavenly things?
13 No one has ascended into heaven
but he who descended out of heaven,
the Son of Man, who is in heaven.
14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever
believes in him should not perish, but

✡ 2:17 Psalm 69:9 * 3:3 The word translated “anew” here and in John 3:7 (ἄνωθεν) also means
“again” and “from above”. † 3:8 The same Greek word (πνεῦμα) means wind, breath, and spirit.
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have eternal life. 16 For God so loved
theworld, that he gave his only born‡
Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish, but have eternal
life. 17 For God didn’t send his Son
into the world to judge the world,
but that the world should be saved
through him. 18 He who believes in
him is not judged. He who doesn’t
believe has been judged already, be-
cause he has not believed in the name
of the only born Son of God. 19 This
is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and men loved
the darkness rather than the light, for
their works were evil. 20 For ev-
eryone who does evil hates the light
and doesn’t come to the light, lest his
works would be exposed. 21 But he
whodoes the truth comes to the light,
that his works may be revealed, that
they have been done in God.”

22 After these things, Jesus came
with his disciples into the land of
Judea. He stayed there with them and
baptized. 23 John alsowas baptizing in
Enon near Salim, because there was
much water there. They came and
were baptized; 24 for John was not yet
thrown into prison. 25 Therefore a
dispute arose on the part of John’s
disciples with some Jews about pu-
rification. 26 They came to John and
said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with
you beyond the Jordan, to whom you
have testified, behold, he baptizes,
and everyone is coming to him.”

27 John answered, “A man can re-
ceive nothing unless it has been given
him from heaven. 28 You yourselves
testify that I said, ‘I amnot the Christ,’
but, ‘I have been sent before him.’
29 He who has the bride is the bride-
groom; but the friend of the bride-
groom, who stands and hears him,
rejoices greatly because of the bride-
groom’s voice. Therefore my joy is
made full. 30 He must increase, but I
must decrease.

31 “He who comes from above is
above all. He who is from the earth
belongs to the earth and speaks of the
earth. He who comes from heaven is
above all. 32 What he has seen and
heard, of that he testifies; and no one
receives his witness. 33 He who has
received his witness has set his seal to
this, that God is true. 34 For he whom
God has sent speaks the words of
God; for God gives the Spirit without
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son,
and has given all things into his hand.
36 One who believes in the Son has
eternal life, but one who disobeys§
the Son won’t see life, but the wrath
of God remains on him.”

4
1 Therefore when the Lord knew

that the Pharisees had heard that Je-
sus was making and baptizing more
disciples than John 2 (although Jesus
himself didn’t baptize, but his disci-
ples), 3he left Judea and departed into
Galilee. 4 He needed to pass through
Samaria. 5 So he came to a city of
Samaria called Sychar, near the par-
cel of ground that Jacob gave to his
son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there.
Jesus therefore, being tired from his
journey, sat down by the well. It was
about the sixth hour.*

7Awomanof Samaria came to draw
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8 For his disciples had gone
away into the city to buy food.

9 The Samaritan woman therefore
said to him, “How is it that you, being
a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a
Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have
no dealings with Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew
the gift of God, and who it is who says
to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would
have asked him, and he would have
given you living water.”

11The woman said to him, “Sir, you
have nothing to draw with, and the
well is deep. So where do you get that

‡ 3:16 The phrase “only born” is from the Greekword “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only
begotten” or “one and only”. § 3:36 The same word can be translated “disobeys” or “disbelieves” in
this context. * 4:6 noon
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living water? 12 Are you greater than
our father Jacob, who gave us thewell
and drank from it himself, as did his
children and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone
who drinks of this water will thirst
again, 14 but whoever drinks of the
water that I will give him will never
thirst again; but the water that I will
give him will become in him a well of
water springing up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir,
give me this water, so that I don’t get
thirsty, neither come all the way here
to draw.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your
husband, and come here.”

17The woman answered, “I have no
husband.”

Jesus said to her, “You said well, ‘I
have no husband,’ 18 for you have had
five husbands; and he whom you now
have is not your husband. This you
have said truly.”

19 The woman said to him, “Sir,
I perceive that you are a prophet.
20 Our fathers worshiped in this
mountain, and you Jews say that in
Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming
when neither in this mountain nor
in Jerusalem will you worship the
Father. 22 You worship that which
you don’t know. We worship that
which we know; for salvation is from
the Jews. 23 But the hour comes,
and now is, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father seeks such to be
his worshipers. 24 God is spirit, and
thosewhoworship himmustworship
in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I know
that Messiah is coming, he who is
called Christ.† When he has come, he
will declare to us all things.”

26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the
one who speaks to you.”

27 Just then, his disciples came.
They marveled that he was speaking
with a woman; yet no one said, “What
are you looking for?” or, “Why do
you speakwith her?” 28So thewoman
left her water pot, went away into the
city, and said to the people, 29 “Come,
see a man who told me everything
that I have done. Can this be the
Christ?” 30 They went out of the city,
and were coming to him.

31 In the meanwhile, the disciples
urged him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”

32But he said to them, “I have food
to eat that you don’t know about.”

33 The disciples therefore said to
one another, “Has anyone brought
him something to eat?”

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to
do the will of him who sent me and
to accomplish his work. 35Don’t you
say, ‘There are yet four months until
the harvest?’ Behold, I tell you, lift up
your eyes and look at the fields, that
they are white for harvest already.
36 He who reaps receives wages and
gathers fruit to eternal life, that both
he who sows and he who reaps may
rejoice together. 37 For in this the
saying is true, ‘One sows, and another
reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for
which you haven’t labored. Others
have labored, and you have entered
into their labor.”

39 From that city many of the
Samaritans believed in him because
of the word of the woman, who tes-
tified, “He told me everything that I
have done.” 40 So when the Samar-
itans came to him, they begged him
to stay with them. He stayed there
two days. 41 Many more believed
because of his word. 42 They said
to the woman, “Now we believe, not
because of your speaking; for we have
heard for ourselves, and know that
this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of
the world.”

43 After the two days he went out
from there and went into Galilee.

† 4:25 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) both mean “Anointed One”.
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44 For Jesus himself testified that a
prophet has no honor in his own
country. 45 So when he came into
Galilee, the Galileans received him,
having seen all the things that he did
in Jerusalem at the feast, for they
also went to the feast. 46 Jesus came
therefore again to Cana of Galilee,
where he made the water into wine.
There was a certain nobleman whose
son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When
he heard that Jesus had come out of
Judea into Galilee, he went to him
and begged him that he would come
down and heal his son, for he was at
the point of death. 48 Jesus therefore
said to him, “Unless you see signs and
wonders, you will in no way believe.”

49 The nobleman said to him, “Sir,
come down before my child dies.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Go your way.
Your son lives.” The man believed
the word that Jesus spoke to him,
and he went his way. 51 As he was
going down, his servantsmet him and
reported, saying “Your child lives!”
52 So he inquired of them the hour
when he began to get better. They
said therefore to him, “Yesterday at
the seventh hour,‡ the fever left
him.” 53 So the father knew that it
was at that hour in which Jesus said
to him, “Your son lives.” He believed,
as did hiswhole house. 54This is again
the second sign that Jesus did, having
come out of Judea into Galilee.

5
1 After these things, there was a

feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem by the
sheep gate, there is a pool, which is
called in Hebrew, “Bethesda”, having
five porches. 3 In these lay a great
multitude of those who were sick,
blind, lame, or paralyzed, waiting for
themoving of thewater; 4 for an angel
went down at certain times into the
pool and stirred up the water. Who-
ever stepped in first after the stirring
of the water was healed of whatever

disease he had.* 5 A certain man was
there who had been sick for thirty-
eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him
lying there, and knew that he had
been sick for a long time, he asked
him, “Do you want to be made well?”

7 The sick man answered him, “Sir,
I have no one to put me into the
pool when the water is stirred up,
but while I’m coming, another steps
down before me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Arise, take up
your mat, and walk.”

9 Immediately, the man was made
well, and took up his mat and walked.

Now that day was a Sabbath. 10 So
the Jews said to him who was cured,
“It is the Sabbath. It is not lawful for
you to carry the mat.”

11 He answered them, “He who
made me well said to me, ‘Take up
your mat and walk.’”

12Then they askedhim, “Who is the
man who said to you, ‘Take up your
mat and walk’?”

13 But he who was healed didn’t
know who it was, for Jesus had with-
drawn, a crowd being in the place.

14Afterward Jesus found him in the
temple and said to him, “Behold, you
are made well. Sin no more, so that
nothing worse happens to you.”

15Theman went away, and told the
Jews that it was Jesus who had made
him well. 16 For this cause the Jews
persecuted Jesus and sought to kill
him, because he did these things on
the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered
them, “My Father is still working, so
I am working, too.”

18 For this cause therefore the Jews
sought all the more to kill him, be-
cause he not only broke the Sab-
bath, but also called God his own
Father, making himself equal with
God. 19 Jesus therefore answered
them, “Most certainly, I tell you, the
Son can do nothing of himself, but
what he sees the Father doing. For
whatever things he does, these the
Son also does likewise. 20 For the

‡ 4:52 1:00 p.m. * 5:4 NU omits from “waiting” in verse 3 to the end of verse 4.
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Father has affection for the Son, and
shows him all things that he himself
does. He will show him greater works
than these, that you may marvel.
21 For as the Father raises the dead
and gives them life, even so the Son
also gives life to whom he desires.
22 For the Father judges no one, but
he has given all judgment to the Son,
23 that all may honor the Son, even
as they honor the Father. He who
doesn’t honor the Son doesn’t honor
the Father who sent him.

24“Most certainly I tell you, hewho
hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life, and doesn’t
come into judgment, but has passed
out of death into life. 25 Most
certainly I tell you, the hour comes,
and now is, when the dead will hear
the Son of God’s voice; and those who
hear will live. 26 For as the Father
has life in himself, even so he gave
to the Son also to have life in him-
self. 27 He also gave him authority
to execute judgment, because he is a
son of man. 28 Don’t marvel at this,
for the hour comes in which all who
are in the tombs will hear his voice
29 and will come out; those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life;
and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of judgment. 30 I can
of myself do nothing. As I hear, I
judge; and my judgment is righteous,
because I don’t seek my own will, but
the will of my Father who sent me.

31 “If I testify about myself, my
witness is not valid. 32 It is an-
other who testifies about me. I know
that the testimony which he testifies
about me is true. 33 You have sent
to John, and he has testified to the
truth. 34 But the testimony which
I receive is not from man. However,
I say these things that you may be
saved. 35 He was the burning and
shining lamp, and you were willing
to rejoice for a while in his light.
36 But the testimony which I have is
greater than that of John; for the
works which the Father gave me to

accomplish, the very works that I do,
testify about me, that the Father has
sent me. 37 The Father himself, who
sent me, has testified about me. You
have neither heard his voice at any
time, nor seen his form. 38You don’t
have his word living in you, because
you don’t believe him whom he sent.

39 “You search the Scriptures, be-
cause you think that in themyouhave
eternal life; and these are they which
testify about me. 40 Yet you will not
come to me, that you may have life.
41 I don’t receive glory from men.
42But I know you, that you don’t have
God’s love in yourselves. 43 I have
come in my Father’s name, and you
don’t receive me. If another comes
in his own name, you will receive
him. 44 How can you believe, who
receive glory from one another, and
you don’t seek the glory that comes
from the only God?

45 “Don’t think that I will accuse
you to the Father. There is one who
accuses you, even Moses, on whom
you have set your hope. 46 For if you
believed Moses, you would believe
me; for he wrote about me. 47 But
if you don’t believe his writings, how
will you believe my words?”

6
1 After these things, Jesus went

away to the other side of the sea of
Galilee, which is also called the Sea of
Tiberias. 2A great multitude followed
him, because they sawhis signswhich
he did on those who were sick. 3 Jesus
went up into the mountain, and he
sat there with his disciples. 4 Now
the Passover, the feast of the Jews,
was at hand. 5 Jesus therefore, lifting
up his eyes and seeing that a great
multitude was coming to him, said to
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread,
that these may eat?” 6He said this to
test him, for he himself knewwhat he
would do.
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7 Philip answered him, “Two hun-

dred denarii* worth of bread is not
sufficient for them, that every one of
them may receive a little.”

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Si-
mon Peter’s brother, said to him,
9 “There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish, but what
are these among so many?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit
down.” Now there was much grass in
that place. So the men sat down, in
number about five thousand. 11 Jesus
took the loaves, and having given
thanks, he distributed to the disci-
ples, and the disciples to those who
were sitting down, likewise also of the
fish as much as they desired. 12When
they were filled, he said to his dis-
ciples, “Gather up the broken pieces
which are left over, that nothing be
lost.” 13 So they gathered them up,
and filled twelve baskets with broken
pieces from the five barley loaves,
which were left over by those who
had eaten. 14 When therefore the
people saw the sign which Jesus did,
they said, “This is truly the prophet
who comes into the world.” 15 Jesus
therefore, perceiving that they were
about to come and take him by force
to make him king, withdrew again to
the mountain by himself.

16 When evening came, his disci-
ples went down to the sea. 17 They
entered into the boat, and were going
over the sea to Capernaum. It was
now dark, and Jesus had not come to
them. 18The sea was tossed by a great
wind blowing. 19 When therefore
they had rowed about twenty-five or
thirty stadia,† they saw Jesus walking
on the sea✡ and drawing near to the
boat; and they were afraid. 20 But he
said to them, “It is I.‡ Don’t be afraid.”
21 They were willing therefore to re-

ceive him into the boat. Immediately
the boat was at the land where they
were going.

22 On the next day, the multitude
that stood on the other side of the
sea saw that there was no other boat
there, except the one inwhich his dis-
ciples had embarked, and that Jesus
hadn’t entered with his disciples into
the boat, but his disciples had gone
away alone. 23 However, boats from
Tiberias camenear to the placewhere
they ate the bread after the Lord had
given thanks. 24 When the multitude
therefore saw that Jesus wasn’t there,
nor his disciples, they themselves got
into the boats and came to Caper-
naum, seeking Jesus. 25 When they
found him on the other side of the
sea, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?”

26 Jesus answered them, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, you seek me, not
because you saw signs, but because
you ate of the loaves and were filled.
27Don’t work for the food which per-
ishes, but for the food which remains
to eternal life, which the Son of Man
will give to you. For God the Father
has sealed him.”

28 They said therefore to him,
“What must we do, that we may work
the works of God?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is the
work of God, that you believe in him
whom he has sent.”

30 They said therefore to him,
“What then do you do for a sign, that
we may see and believe you? What
work do you do? 31 Our fathers ate
the manna in the wilderness. As it is
written, ‘He gave them bread out of
heaven§ to eat.’ ”✡

32 Jesus therefore said to them,
“Most certainly, I tell you, it wasn’t
Moses who gave you the bread out of
heaven, but my Father gives you the

* 6:7 A denarius was a silver coin worth about a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer, so 200 denarii
would be between 6 and 7 month’s pay. † 6:19 25 to 30 stadia is about 5 to 6 kilometers or about 3
to 4 miles ✡ 6:19 See Job 9:8 ‡ 6:20 or, I AM § 6:31 Greek and Hebrew use the same word
for “heaven”, “the heavens”, “the sky”, and “the air”. ✡ 6:31 Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm
78:24-25
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true bread out of heaven. 33 For
the bread of God is that which comes
down out of heaven and gives life to
the world.”

34 They said therefore to him,
“Lord, always give us this bread.”

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to
me will not be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.
36 But I told you that you have seen
me, and yet you don’t believe. 37 All
those whom the Father gives me will
come to me. He who comes to me I
will in no way throw out. 38 For I
have come down from heaven, not to
do my own will, but the will of him
who sent me. 39 This is the will of
my Father who sent me, that of all he
has given tome I should lose nothing,
but should raise him up at the last
day. 40This is the will of the one who
sent me, that everyone who sees the
Son and believes in him should have
eternal life; and I will raise him up at
the last day.”

41 The Jews therefore murmured
concerning him, because he said, “I
am the bread which came down out
of heaven.” 42 They said, “Isn’t this
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father
and mother we know? How then
does he say, ‘I have come down out of
heaven?’ ”

43 Therefore Jesus answered them,
“Don’t murmur among yourselves.
44 No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him; and I
will raise him up in the last day. 45 It
is written in the prophets, ‘They will
all be taught by God.’ ✡ Therefore
everyone who hears from the Father
and has learned, comes to me. 46Not
that anyone has seen the Father, ex-
cept he who is from God. He has
seen the Father. 47 Most certainly,
I tell you, he who believes in me has
eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life.
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness and they died. 50 This
is the bread which comes down out

of heaven, that anyone may eat of it
and not die. 51 I am the living bread
which came down out of heaven. If
anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever. Yes, the bread which I will
give for the life of the world is my
flesh.”

52 The Jews therefore contended
with one another, saying, “How can
this man give us his flesh to eat?”

53 Jesus therefore said to them,
“Most certainly I tell you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood, you don’t have life in
yourselves. 54 He who eats my flesh
and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and I will raise him up at the last day.
55 For my flesh is food indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed. 56He who eats
my flesh and drinks my blood lives in
me, and I in him. 57 As the living
Father sent me, and I live because of
the Father, so he who feeds on me
will also live because of me. 58 This
is the bread which came down out of
heaven —not as our fathers ate the
manna and died. He who eats this
bread will live forever.” 59 He said
these things in the synagogue, as he
taught in Capernaum.

60 Therefore many of his disciples,
when they heard this, said, “This is a
hard saying! Who can listen to it?”

61But Jesus knowing inhimself that
his disciplesmurmured at this, said to
them, “Does this cause you to stum-
ble? 62 Then what if you would see
the Son ofMan ascending towhere he
was before? 63 It is the spirit who
gives life. The flesh profits nothing.
The words that I speak to you are
spirit, and are life. 64 But there
are some of you who don’t believe.”
For Jesus knew from the beginning
who they were who didn’t believe,
and who it was who would betray
him. 65He said, “For this cause I have
said to you that no one can come to
me, unless it is given to him by my
Father.”

✡ 6:45 Isaiah 54:13
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66 At this, many of his disciples

went back and walked no more with
him. 67 Jesus said therefore to the
twelve, “You don’t also want to go
away, do you?”

68 Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom would we go? You
have the words of eternal life. 69 We
have come to believe and know that
you are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”

70 Jesus answered them, “Didn’t I
choose you, the twelve, and one of
you is a devil?” 71 Now he spoke of
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, for it
was he who would betray him, being
one of the twelve.

7
1 After these things, Jesus was

walking in Galilee, for he wouldn’t
walk in Judea, because the Jews
sought to kill him. 2Now the feast of
the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was at
hand. 3His brothers therefore said to
him, “Depart from here and go into
Judea, that your disciples also may
see your works which you do. 4 For
no one does anything in secret while
he seeks to be known openly. If you
do these things, reveal yourself to the
world.” 5 For even his brothers didn’t
believe in him.

6 Jesus therefore said to them, “My
time has not yet come, but your time
is always ready. 7 The world can’t
hate you, but it hates me, because I
testify about it, that its works are evil.
8 You go up to the feast. I am not
yet going up to this feast, because my
time is not yet fulfilled.”

9Having said these things to them,
he stayed in Galilee. 10 But when his
brothers had gone up to the feast,
then he also went up, not publicly,
but as it were in secret. 11 The Jews
therefore sought him at the feast, and
said, “Where is he?” 12 There was
much murmuring among the multi-
tudes concerning him. Some said,
“He is a good man.” Others said, “Not
so, but he leads themultitude astray.”

13 Yet no one spoke openly of him
for fear of the Jews. 14 But when it
was now themiddle of the feast, Jesus
went up into the temple and taught.
15 The Jews therefore marveled, say-
ing, “Howdoes thisman know letters,
having never been educated?”

16 Jesus therefore answered them,
“My teaching is notmine, but his who
sent me. 17 If anyone desires to
do his will, he will know about the
teaching, whether it is from God or
if I am speaking from myself. 18 He
who speaks from himself seeks his
own glory, but he who seeks the glory
of him who sent him is true, and no
unrighteousness is in him. 19 Didn’t
Moses give you the law, and yet none
of you keeps the law? Why do you
seek to kill me?”

20 The multitude answered, “You
have a demon! Who seeks to kill
you?”

21 Jesus answered them, “I did one
work and you all marvel because of
it. 22 Moses has given you circum-
cision (not that it is of Moses, but of
the fathers), and on the Sabbath you
circumcise a boy. 23 If a boy receives
circumcision on the Sabbath, that the
law of Moses may not be broken, are
you angry with me because I made a
man completely healthy on the Sab-
bath? 24 Don’t judge according
to appearance, but judge righteous
judgment.”

25 Therefore some of them of
Jerusalem said, “Isn’t this he whom
they seek to kill? 26Behold, he speaks
openly, and they say nothing to
him. Can it be that the rulers indeed
know that this is truly the Christ?
27However, we know where this man
comes from, but when the Christ
comes, no one will know where he
comes from.”

28 Jesus therefore cried out in the
temple, teaching and saying, “You
both know me, and know where I am
from. I have not come of myself, but
he who sent me is true, whom you
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don’t know. 29 I know him, because
I am from him, and he sent me.”

30 They sought therefore to take
him; but no one laid a hand on him,
because his hour had not yet come.
31But of themultitude,manybelieved
in him. They said, “When the Christ
comes, he won’t do more signs than
those which this man has done, will
he?” 32 The Pharisees heard the mul-
titude murmuring these things con-
cerning him, and the chief priests and
the Pharisees sent officers to arrest
him.

33 Then Jesus said, “I will be with
you a little while longer, then I go to
himwho sentme. 34Youwill seekme
and won’t find me. You can’t come
where I am.”

35 The Jews therefore said among
themselves, “Where will this man go
that we won’t find him? Will he go to
the Dispersion among the Greeks and
teach theGreeks? 36What is thisword
that he said, ‘You will seek me, and
won’t find me;’ and ‘Where I am, you
can’t come’?”

37Now on the last and greatest day
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to
me and drink! 38 He who believes
in me, as the Scripture has said, from
within him will flow rivers of living
water.” 39 But he said this about
the Spirit, which those believing in
him were to receive. For the Holy
Spiritwas not yet given, because Jesus
wasn’t yet glorified.

40Many of themultitude therefore,
when they heard these words, said,
“This is truly the prophet.” 41 Others
said, “This is the Christ.” But some
said, “What, does the Christ come
out of Galilee? 42 Hasn’t the Scrip-
ture said that the Christ comes of
the offspring* of David, ✡ and from
Bethlehem,✡ the village where David
was?” 43 So a division arose in the
multitude because of him. 44 Some of
them would have arrested him, but

no one laid hands on him. 45 The
officers therefore came to the chief
priests and Pharisees; and they said
to them, “Why didn’t you bring him?”

46 The officers answered, “No man
ever spoke like this man!”

47 The Pharisees therefore an-
swered them, “You aren’t also led
astray, are you? 48 Have any of
the rulers or any of the Pharisees
believed in him? 49But this multitude
that doesn’t know the law is cursed.”

50Nicodemus (he who came to him
by night, being one of them) said to
them, 51 “Does our law judge a man
unless it first hears from him person-
ally and knows what he does?”

52 They answered him, “Are you
also from Galilee? Search and see
that no prophet has arisen out of
Galilee.”✡

53 Everyone went to his own house,
8

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of
Olives.

2 Now very early in the morning,
he came again into the temple, and
all the people came to him. He sat
down and taught them. 3 The scribes
and the Pharisees brought a woman
taken in adultery. Having set her in
the middle, 4 they told him, “Teacher,
we found this woman in adultery,
in the very act. 5 Now in our law,
Moses commanded us to stone such
women.✡ What then do you say
about her?” 6 They said this testing
him, that they might have something
to accuse him of.

But Jesus stooped down and wrote
on the ground with his finger. 7 But
when they continued asking him, he
looked up and said to them, “He who
is without sin among you, let him
throw the first stone at her.” 8Again
he stooped down and wrote on the
ground with his finger.

9 They, when they heard it, being
convicted by their conscience, went

* 7:42 or, seed ✡ 7:42 2 Samuel 7:12 ✡ 7:42 Micah 5:2 ✡ 7:52 See Isaiah 9:1; Matthew
4:13-16 ✡ 8:5 Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22
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out one by one, beginning from the
oldest, even to the last. Jesus was left
alonewith thewomanwhere shewas,
in the middle. 10 Jesus, standing up,
saw her and said, “Woman, where are
your accusers? Did no one condemn
you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn

you. Go your way. From now on, sin
no more.”*

12 Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “I am the light of the
world.✡ He who follows me will not
walk in thedarkness, butwill have the
light of life.”

13 The Pharisees therefore said
to him, “You testify about yourself.
Your testimony is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered them, “Even if I
testify about myself, my testimony is
true, for I know where I came from,
and where I am going; but you don’t
know where I came from, or where I
am going. 15 You judge according to
the flesh. I judge no one. 16 Even if
I do judge, my judgment is true, for I
amnot alone, but I amwith the Father
who sent me. 17 It’s also written in
your law that the testimony of two
people is valid.✡ 18 I am one who
testifies about myself, and the Father
who sent me testifies about me.”

19 They said therefore to him,
“Where is your Father?”

Jesus answered, “You know neither
me nor my Father. If you knew me,
you would know my Father also.”
20 Jesus spoke these words in the trea-
sury, as he taught in the temple. Yet
no one arrestedhim, because his hour
had not yet come. 21 Jesus said there-
fore again to them, “I am going away,
and you will seek me, and you will die
in your sins. Where I go, you can’t
come.”

22The Jews therefore said, “Will he
kill himself, because he says, ‘Where I
am going, you can’t come’?”

23 He said to them, “You are from
beneath. I am from above. You are
of this world. I am not of this world.
24 I said therefore to you that you will
die in your sins; for unless you believe
that I am† he, you will die in your
sins.”

25They said therefore to him, “Who
are you?”

Jesus said to them, “Just what I
have been saying to you from the
beginning. 26 I have many things to
speak and to judge concerning you.
However, he who sent me is true; and
the things which I heard from him,
these I say to the world.”

27 They didn’t understand that
he spoke to them about the Fa-
ther. 28 Jesus therefore said to them,
“When you have lifted up the Son of
Man, then you will know that I am
he, and I do nothing of myself, but
as my Father taught me, I say these
things. 29Hewho sentme is withme.
The Father hasn’t left me alone, for I
always do the things that are pleasing
to him.”

30 As he spoke these things, many
believed in him. 31 Jesus therefore
said to those Jews who had believed
him, “If you remain in my word, then
you are truly my disciples. 32 You
will know the truth, and the truthwill
make you free.” ✡

33 They answered him, “We are
Abraham’s offspring, and have never
been in bondage to anyone. How do
you say, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, everyone who com-
mits sin is the bondservant of sin.
35 A bondservant doesn’t live in the
house forever. A son remains forever.
36 If therefore the Sonmakes you free,
youwill be free indeed. 37 I know that
you are Abraham’s offspring, yet you
seek to killme, becausemywordfinds
no place in you. 38 I say the things
which I have seen with my Father;

* 8:11 NU includes John 7:53–John 8:11, but puts brackets around it to indicate that the textual critics
had less confidence that this was original. ✡ 8:12 Isaiah 60:1 ✡ 8:17 Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15
† 8:24 or, I AM ✡ 8:32 Psalm 119:45
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and you also do the things which you
have seen with your father.”

39 They answered him, “Our father
is Abraham.”

Jesus said to them, “If you were
Abraham’s children, youwould do the
works of Abraham. 40 But now you
seek to kill me, a man who has told
you the truthwhich I heard fromGod.
Abrahamdidn’t do this. 41You do the
works of your father.”

They said to him, “We were not
born of sexual immorality. We have
one Father, God.”

42 Therefore Jesus said to them, “If
God were your father, you would love
me, for I came out and have come
from God. For I haven’t come of
myself, but he sent me. 43Why don’t
you understand my speech? Because
you can’t hearmyword. 44You are of
your father the devil, and youwant to
do the desires of your father. He was
a murderer from the beginning, and
doesn’t stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he
speaks a lie, he speaks on his own;
for he is a liar, and the father of lies.
45 But because I tell the truth, you
don’t believe me. 46 Which of you
convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth,
why do you not believe me? 47 He
who is of God hears the words of God.
For this cause you don’t hear, because
you are not of God.”

48 Then the Jews answered him,
“Don’t we say well that you are a
Samaritan, and have a demon?”

49 Jesus answered, “I don’t have a
demon, but I honor my Father and
you dishonor me. 50 But I don’t seek
my own glory. There is onewho seeks
and judges. 51 Most certainly, I tell
you, if a person keeps my word, he
will never see death.”

52 Then the Jews said to him, “Now
we know that you have a demon.
Abraham died, as did the prophets;
and you say, ‘If a man keeps my word,
he will never taste of death.’ 53 Are
you greater than our father Abraham,

who died? The prophets died. Who
do you make yourself out to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify my-
self, my glory is nothing. It is my
Father who glorifiesme, of whomyou
say that he is our God. 55 You have
not known him, but I know him. If
I said, ‘I don’t know him,’ I would
be like you, a liar. But I know him
and keep his word. 56 Your father
Abraham rejoiced to see my day. He
saw it and was glad.”

57 The Jews therefore said to him,
“You are not yet fifty years old! Have
you seen Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Most cer-
tainly, I tell you, before Abraham
came into existence, I AM.✡”

59Therefore they took up stones to
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself
and went out of the temple, having
gone through themiddle of them, and
so passed by.

9
1 As he passed by, he saw a man

blind from birth. 2His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “This man didn’t
sin, nor did his parents, but that the
works of God might be revealed in
him. 4 I must work the works of him
who sentmewhile it is day. The night
is coming, when no one can work.
5 While I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.” 6 When he had
said this, he spat on the ground,made
mud with the saliva, anointed the
blind man’s eyes with the mud, 7 and
said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he
went away, washed, and came back
seeing.

8 Therefore the neighbors and
those who saw that he was blind
before said, “Isn’t this he who sat and
begged?” 9 Others were saying, “It
is he.” Still others were saying, “He
looks like him.”

He said, “I am he.”
✡ 8:58 Exodus 3:14
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10 They therefore were asking him,

“How were your eyes opened?”
11 He answered, “A man called Je-

sus made mud, anointed my eyes,
and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of
Siloam andwash.’ So I went away and
washed, and I received sight.”

12 Then they asked him, “Where is
he?”

He said, “I don’t know.”
13They brought him who had been

blind to the Pharisees. 14 It was a Sab-
bath when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. 15 Again therefore
the Pharisees also asked him how he
received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes, I washed,
and I see.”

16 Some therefore of the Pharisees
said, “This man is not from God, be-
cause he doesn’t keep the Sabbath.”

Others said, “How can amanwho is
a sinner do such signs?” So there was
division among them.

17 Therefore they asked the blind
man again, “What do you say about
him, because he opened your eyes?”

He said, “He is a prophet.”
18The Jews therefore didn’t believe

concerning him, that he had been
blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of him who
had received his sight, 19 and asked
them, “Is this your son, whomyou say
was born blind? How then does he
now see?”

20His parents answered them, “We
know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; 21 but how he now
sees, we don’t know; or who opened
his eyes, we don’t know. He is of
age. Ask him. He will speak for
himself.” 22 His parents said these
things because they feared the Jews;
for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyman would confess him as Christ,
hewould be put out of the synagogue.
23Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age. Ask him.”

24 So they called the man who was
blind a second time, and said to him,

“Give glory to God. We know that this
man is a sinner.”

25 He therefore answered, “I don’t
know if he is a sinner. One thing I do
know: that though I was blind, now I
see.”

26 They said to him again, “What
did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?”

27He answered them, “I told you al-
ready, and you didn’t listen. Why do
you want to hear it again? You don’t
also want to become his disciples, do
you?”

28They insulted him and said, “You
are his disciple, but we are disciples
of Moses. 29 We know that God has
spoken to Moses. But as for this
man, we don’t know where he comes
from.”

30 The man answered them, “How
amazing! You don’t know where he
comes from, yet he opened my eyes.
31We know that God doesn’t listen to
sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper
of God and does his will, he listens
to him.✡ 32 Since the world began it
has never been heard of that anyone
opened the eyes of someone born
blind. 33 If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.”

34 They answered him, “You were
altogether born in sins, and do you
teach us?” Then they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown
him out, and finding him, he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of God?”

36 He answered, “Who is he, Lord,
that I may believe in him?”

37 Jesus said to him, “You have both
seen him, and it is hewho speakswith
you.”

38He said, “Lord, I believe!” and he
worshiped him.

39 Jesus said, “I came into thisworld
for judgment, that those who don’t
see may see; and that those who see
may become blind.”

40Those of the Pharisees who were
with him heard these things, and said
to him, “Are we also blind?”

✡ 9:31 Psalm 66:18; Proverbs 15:29; 28:9
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41 Jesus said to them, “If you were

blind, youwould have no sin; but now
you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore your sin
remains.

10
1 “Most certainly, I tell you, one

who doesn’t enter by the door into
the sheep fold, but climbs up some
other way, is a thief and a robber.
2 But one who enters in by the door
is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep listen to his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. 4 Whenever he brings
out his own sheep, he goes before
them; and the sheep follow him, for
they know his voice. 5 They will by
no means follow a stranger, but will
flee from him; for they don’t know
the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus spoke
this parable to them, but they didn’t
understandwhat hewas telling them.

7 Jesus therefore said to them
again, “Most certainly, I tell you, I am
the sheep’s door. 8All who came be-
fore me are thieves and robbers, but
the sheepdidn’t listen to them. 9 I am
the door. If anyone enters in by me,
he will be saved, and will go in and go
out andwill find pasture. 10The thief
only comes to steal, kill, and destroy.
I came that they may have life, and
may have it abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd.✡ The
good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand,
and not a shepherd, who doesn’t
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming,
leaves the sheep, and flees. The wolf
snatches the sheep and scatters them.
13 The hired hand flees because he is
a hired hand and doesn’t care for the
sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd.
I know my own, and I’m known by
my own; 15 even as the Father knows
me, and I know the Father. I lay
down my life for the sheep. 16 I

have other sheepwhich arenot of this
fold.✡ I must bring them also, and
they will hear my voice. They will
become one flock with one shepherd.
17 Therefore the Father loves me, be-
cause I lay downmy life, ✡ that I may
take it again. 18No one takes it away
fromme, but I lay it down bymyself. I
have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. I received this
commandment from my Father.”

19 Therefore a division arose again
among the Jews because of these
words. 20Many of them said, “He has
a demon and is insane! Why do you
listen to him?” 21Others said, “These
are not the sayings of one possessed
by a demon. It isn’t possible for a
demon to open the eyes of the blind,
is it?”✡

22 It was the Feast of the Dedica-
tion* at Jerusalem. 23 It was winter,
and Jesus was walking in the tem-
ple, in Solomon’s porch. 24 The Jews
therefore came around him and said
to him, “How long will you hold us in
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us
plainly.”

25 Jesus answered them, “I told you,
and you don’t believe. Theworks that
I do inmy Father’s name, these testify
about me. 26 But you don’t believe,
because you are not of my sheep, as I
told you. 27My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they followme.
28 I give eternal life to them. Theywill
never perish, and no one will snatch
them out of my hand. 29 My Father
who has given them to me is greater
than all. No one is able to snatch them
out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the
Father are one.”

31 Therefore the Jews took up
stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus
answered them, “I have shown you
many good works from my Father.
Forwhich of thoseworks do you stone
me?”

✡ 10:11 Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-12,15,22 ✡ 10:16 Isaiah 56:8 ✡ 10:17 Isaiah 53:7-8 ✡ 10:21
Exodus 4:11 * 10:22 The “Feast of the Dedication” is the Greek name for “Hanukkah”, a celebration
of the rededication of the Temple.
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33 The Jews answered him, “We

don’t stone you for a good work, but
for blasphemy, because you, being a
man, make yourself God.”

34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it
written in your law, ‘I said, you are
gods?’✡ 35 If he called them gods,
to whom the word of God came (and
the Scripture can’t be broken), 36 do
you say of himwhom the Father sanc-
tified and sent into the world, ‘You
blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am the
Son of God?’ 37 If I don’t do the works
of my Father, don’t believeme. 38But
if I do them, though you don’t believe
me, believe the works, that you may
know and believe that the Father is in
me, and I in the Father.”

39 They sought again to seize him,
and he went out of their hand. 40 He
went away again beyond the Jordan
into the place where John was bap-
tizing at first, and he stayed there.
41 Many came to him. They said,
“John indeed did no sign, but every-
thing that John said about this man is
true.” 42Many believed in him there.

11
1 Now a certain man was sick,

Lazarus from Bethany, of the village
of Mary and her sister, Martha. 2 It
was that Mary who had anointed the
Lord with ointment and wiped his
feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was sick. 3 The sisters there-
fore sent to him, saying, “Lord, be-
hold, he for whom you have great
affection is sick.”

4 But when Jesus heard it, he said,
“This sickness is not to death, but for
the glory of God, that God’s Son may
be glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus loved
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.
6 When therefore he heard that he
was sick, he stayed two days in the
place where he was. 7 Then after this
he said to the disciples, “Let’s go into
Judea again.”

8 The disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
the Jewswere just trying to stone you.
Are you going there again?”

9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there
twelve hours of daylight? If a man
walks in the day, he doesn’t stum-
ble, because he sees the light of this
world. 10 But if a man walks in the
night, he stumbles, because the light
isn’t in him.” 11He said these things,
and after that, he said to them, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I
am going so that I may awake him out
of sleep.”

12 The disciples therefore said,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will
recover.”

13 Now Jesus had spoken of his
death, but they thought that he spoke
of taking rest in sleep. 14 So Jesus
said to them plainly then, “Lazarus
is dead. 15 I am glad for your
sakes that I was not there, so that you
may believe. Nevertheless, let’s go to
him.”

16 Thomas therefore, who is called
Didymus,* said to his fellow disciples,
“Let’s also go, that we may die with
him.”

17 So when Jesus came, he found
that he had been in the tomb four
days already. 18 Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, about fifteen stadia†
away. 19Many of the Jews had joined
the women around Martha and Mary,
to console them concerning their
brother. 20 Then when Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went and
met him, but Mary stayed in the
house. 21 Therefore Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you would have been
here, my brother wouldn’t have died.
22Even now I know that whatever you
ask of God, God will give you.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.”

24Martha said to him, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection
at the last day.”

✡ 10:34 Psalm 82:6 * 11:16 “Didymus” means “Twin”. † 11:18 15 stadia is about 2.8 kilometers
or 1.7 miles
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25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resur-

rection and the life. He who believes
in me will still live, even if he dies.
26 Whoever lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”

27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I
have come to believe that you are the
Christ, God’s Son, he who comes into
the world.”

28When she had said this, she went
away and called Mary, her sister, se-
cretly, saying, “The Teacher is here
and is calling you.”

29 When she heard this, she arose
quickly andwent to him. 30Now Jesus
had not yet come into the village, but
was in the place where Martha met
him. 31 Then the Jews who were with
her in the house and were consoling
her, when they saw Mary, that she
rose up quickly and went out, fol-
lowed her, saying, “She is going to the
tomb to weep there.”

32 Therefore when Mary came to
where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell down at his feet, saying to him,
“Lord, if you would have been here,
my brother wouldn’t have died.”

33 When Jesus therefore saw her
weeping, and the Jews weeping who
came with her, he groaned in the
spirit and was troubled, 34 and said,
“Where have you laid him?”

They told him, “Lord, come and
see.”

35 Jesus wept.
36 The Jews therefore said, “See

how much affection he had for him!”
37 Some of them said, “Couldn’t this
man, who opened the eyes of him
who was blind, have also kept this
man from dying?”

38 Jesus therefore, again groaning
in himself, came to the tomb. Now it
was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of him who was
dead, said to him, “Lord, by this time
there is a stench, for he has been dead
four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you
that if you believed, you would see
God’s glory?”

41So they took away the stone from
the place where the dead man was
lying.‡ Jesus lifted up his eyes and
said, “Father, I thank you that you
listened to me. 42 I know that you
always listen to me, but because of
the multitude standing around I said
this, that they may believe that you
sent me.” 43 When he had said this,
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!”

44 He who was dead came out,
bound hand and foot with wrappings,
and his face was wrapped around
with a cloth.

Jesus said to them, “Free him, and
let him go.”

45 Therefore many of the Jews who
came to Mary and saw what Jesus
did believed in him. 46 But some of
them went away to the Pharisees and
told them the things which Jesus had
done. 47 The chief priests therefore
and the Pharisees gathered a council,
and said, “What are we doing? For
this man does many signs. 48 If we
leave him alone like this, everyone
will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and take away both our
place and our nation.”

49 But a certain one of them, Ca-
iaphas, being high priest that year,
said to them, “You know nothing
at all, 50 nor do you consider that
it is advantageous for us that one
man should die for the people, and
that the whole nation not perish.”
51 Now he didn’t say this of himself,
but being high priest that year, he
prophesied that Jesus would die for
the nation, 52 and not for the nation
only, but that he might also gather
together into one the children of God
who are scattered abroad. 53 So from
that day forward they took counsel
that they might put him to death.
54 Jesus therefore walked no more

‡ 11:41 NU omits “from the place where the dead man was lying.”
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openly among the Jews, but departed
from there into the country near the
wilderness, to a city called Ephraim.
He stayed there with his disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews
was at hand. Many went up from
the country to Jerusalem before
the Passover, to purify themselves.
56 Then they sought for Jesus and
spoke with one another as they stood
in the temple, “What do you think
—that he isn’t coming to the feast
at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and
the Pharisees had commanded that
if anyone knew where he was, he
should report it, that theymight seize
him.

12
1 Then, six days before the

Passover, Jesus came to Bethany,
where Lazarus was, who had been
dead, whom he raised from the dead.
2 So they made him a supper there.
Martha served, but Lazarus was one
of thosewho sat at the tablewith him.
3 Therefore Mary took a pound* of
ointment of pure nard, very precious,
and anointed Jesus’s feet and wiped
his feet with her hair. The house
was filled with the fragrance of the
ointment.

4 Then Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son,
one of his disciples, whowould betray
him, said, 5 “Why wasn’t this oint-
ment sold for three hundred denarii†
and given to the poor?” 6 Now he
said this, not because he cared for the
poor, but because he was a thief, and
having the money box, used to steal
what was put into it.

7 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone.
She has kept this for the day of my
burial. 8 For you always have the
poor with you, but you don’t always
have me.”

9 A large crowd therefore of the
Jews learned that he was there; and
they came, not for Jesus’ sake only,

but that they might see Lazarus also,
whom he had raised from the dead.
10 But the chief priests conspired to
put Lazarus to death also, 11 because
on account of him many of the Jews
went away and believed in Jesus.

12 On the next day a great multi-
tude had come to the feast. When
they heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem, 13 they took the branches
of the palm trees and went out to
meet him, and cried out, “Hosanna!‡
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord,✡ the King of Israel!”

14 Jesus, having found a young
donkey, sat on it. As it is writ-
ten, 15 “Don’t be afraid, daughter of
Zion. Behold, your King comes, sit-
ting on a donkey’s colt.”✡ 16 His dis-
ciples didn’t understand these things
at first, but when Jesus was glo-
rified, then they remembered that
these things were written about him,
and that they had done these things
to him. 17 The multitude therefore
that was with him when he called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised
him from the dead was testifying
about it. 18 For this cause also the
multitudewent andmet him, because
they heard that he had done this sign.
19ThePharisees therefore said among
themselves, “See howyou accomplish
nothing. Behold, the world has gone
after him.”

20 Now there were certain Greeks
among those whowent up to worship
at the feast. 21 Therefore, these came
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of
Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir,
we want to see Jesus.” 22 Philip came
and told Andrew, and in turn, Andrew
came with Philip, and they told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, “The time
has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 24 Most certainly I tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains by itself
alone. But if it dies, it bears much

* 12:3 a Roman pound of 12 ounces, or about 340 grams † 12:5 300 denarii was about a year’s wages
for an agricultural laborer. ‡ 12:13 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 12:13
Psalm 118:25-26 ✡ 12:15 Zechariah 9:9
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fruit. 25 He who loves his life will
lose it. He who hates his life in this
world will keep it to eternal life. 26 If
anyone serves me, let him follow me.
Where I am, there my servant will
also be. If anyone serves me, the
Father will honor him.

27 “Now my soul is troubled. What
shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
time?’ But I came to this time for this
cause. 28 Father, glorify your name!”

Then a voice came out of the sky,
saying, “I have both glorified it and
will glorify it again.”

29 Therefore the multitude who
stood by and heard it said that it had
thundered. Others said, “An angel
has spoken to him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice
hasn’t come for my sake, but for your
sakes. 31Now is the judgment of this
world. Now the prince of this world
will be cast out. 32 And I, if I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” 33 But he said this,
signifying by what kind of death he
should die.

34 The multitude answered him,
“We have heard out of the law that
the Christ remains forever.✡ How
do you say, ‘The Son of Man must be
lifted up?’ Who is this Son of Man?”

35 Jesus therefore said to them, “Yet
a little while the light is with you.
Walk while you have the light, that
darkness doesn’t overtake you. He
who walks in the darkness doesn’t
know where he is going. 36 While
you have the light, believe in the
light, that you may become children
of light.” Jesus said these things,
and he departed and hid himself from
them. 37 But though he had done
so many signs before them, yet they
didn’t believe in him, 38 that the word
of Isaiah the prophet might be ful-
filled, which he spoke:
“Lord, who has believed our report?

Towhomhas the armof the Lord
been revealed?”✡

39 For this cause they couldn’t be-
lieve, for Isaiah said again:
40 “He has blinded their eyes and he

hardened their heart,
lest they should see with their

eyes,
and perceive with their heart,
and would turn,
and I would heal them.”✡

41 Isaiah said these things when
he saw his glory, and spoke of him.
✡ 42 Nevertheless, even many of the
rulers believed in him, but because
of the Pharisees they didn’t confess
it, so that they wouldn’t be put out
of the synagogue, 43 for they loved
men’s praise more than God’s praise.

44 Jesus cried out and said, “Who-
ever believes in me, believes not in
me, but in him who sent me. 45 He
who sees me sees him who sent me.
46 I have come as a light into the
world, that whoever believes in me
may not remain in the darkness. 47 If
anyone listens to my sayings and
doesn’t believe, I don’t judge him. For
I came not to judge the world, but to
save the world. 48 He who rejects
me, and doesn’t receive my sayings,
has one who judges him. The word
that I spoke will judge him in the last
day. 49 For I spoke not from myself,
but the Father who sent me gave me
a commandment, what I should say
and what I should speak. 50 I know
that his commandment is eternal life.
The things therefore which I speak,
even as the Father has said to me, so I
speak.”

13
1 Now before the feast of the

Passover, Jesus, knowing that his time
had come that he would depart from
this world to the Father, having loved
his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. 2 During
supper, the devil having already put
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Si-
mon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus,

✡ 12:34 Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; See Isaiah 53:8 ✡ 12:38 Isaiah 53:1 ✡ 12:40 Isaiah 6:10 ✡ 12:41
Isaiah 6:1
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knowing that the Father had given
all things into his hands, and that he
came from God and was going to God,
4 arose from supper, and laid aside his
outer garments. He took a towel and
wrapped a towel around his waist.
5Thenhepouredwater into the basin,
and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that
was wrapped around him. 6 Then he
came to Simon Peter. He said to him,
“Lord, do you wash my feet?”

7 Jesus answered him, “You don’t
know what I am doing now, but you
will understand later.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will never
wash my feet!”

Jesus answered him, “If I don’t
wash you, youhavenopartwithme.”

9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
not my feet only, but also my hands
and my head!”

10 Jesus said to him, “Someone who
has bathed only needs to have his feet
washed, but is completely clean. You
are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For
he knew him who would betray him;
therefore he said, “You are not all
clean.” 12 So when he had washed
their feet, put his outer garment back
on, and sat down again, he said to
them, “Do you knowwhat I have done
to you? 13 You call me, ‘Teacher’
and ‘Lord.’ You say so correctly, for
so I am. 14 If I then, the Lord and
the Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. 15 For I have given you an
example, that you should also do as I
have done to you. 16 Most certainly
I tell you, a servant is not greater
than his lord, neither is one who is
sent greater than he who sent him.
17 If you know these things, blessed
are you if you do them. 18 I don’t
speak concerning all of you. I know
whom I have chosen; but that the
Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who
eats bread with me has lifted up his
heel against me.’✡ 19 From now on, I
tell you before it happens, that when

it happens, you may believe that I
am he. 20 Most certainly I tell you,
he who receives whomever I send,
receives me; and he who receives me,
receives him who sent me.”

21When Jesus had said this, he was
troubled in spirit, and testified, “Most
certainly I tell you that one of youwill
betray me.”

22 The disciples looked at one an-
other, perplexed about whom he
spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom
Jesus loved, was at the table, leaning
against Jesus’ breast. 24 Simon Peter
therefore beckoned to him, and said
to him, “Tell us who it is of whom he
speaks.”

25 He, leaning back, as he was, on
Jesus’ breast, asked him, “Lord, who
is it?”

26 Jesus therefore answered, “It is
he to whom I will give this piece of
bread when I have dipped it.” So
when he had dipped the piece of
bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of
Simon Iscariot. 27 After the piece of
bread, then Satan entered into him.

Then Jesus said to him, “What you
do, do quickly.”

28 Now nobody at the table knew
why he said this to him. 29 For
some thought, because Judas had the
money box, that Jesus said to him,
“Buy what things we need for the
feast,” or that he should give some-
thing to the poor. 30Therefore having
received that morsel, he went out
immediately. It was night.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus
said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified
in him. 32 If God has been glori-
fied in him, God will also glorify him
in himself, and he will glorify him
immediately. 33 Little children, I
will be with you a little while longer.
You will seek me, and as I said to the
Jews, ‘Where I am going, you can’t
come,’ so now I tell you. 34 A new
commandment I give to you, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved

✡ 13:18 Psalm 41:9



John 13:35 124 John 14:27
you, you also love one another. 35 By
this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
where are you going?”

Jesus answered, “Where I amgoing,
you can’t follow now, but you will
follow afterwards.”

37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why
can’t I followyounow? Iwill lay down
my life for you.”

38 Jesus answered him, “Will you
lay down your life for me? Most
certainly I tell you, the rooster won’t
crow until you have denied me three
times.

14
1 “Don’t let your heart be trou-

bled. Believe in God. Believe also
in me. 2 In my Father’s house are
many homes. If it weren’t so, I would
have told you. I am going to prepare
a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again and
will receive you to myself; that where
I am, you may be there also. 4 You
know where I go, and you know the
way.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
don’t knowwhere you are going. How
can we know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father, except throughme. 7 If
you had known me, you would have
known my Father also. From now on,
you know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us
the Father, and that will be enough
for us.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you such a long time, and do you
not know me, Philip? He who has
seen me has seen the Father. How
do you say, ‘Show us the Father?’
10 Don’t you believe that I am in the
Father, and the Father in me? The
words that I tell you, I speak not from
myself; but the Fatherwho lives inme

does his works. 11 Believe me that
I am in the Father, and the Father in
me; or else believe me for the very
works’ sake. 12 Most certainly I tell
you, he who believes inme, the works
that I do, he will do also; and he will
do greater works than these, because
I am going to my Father. 13Whatever
you will ask in my name, I will do it,
that the Fathermay be glorified in the
Son. 14 If you will ask anything in
my name, I will do it. 15 If you love
me, keep my commandments. 16 I
will pray to the Father, and he will
give you another Counselor, * that
he may be with you forever: 17 the
Spirit of truth, whom the world can’t
receive, for it doesn’t see him and
doesn’t know him. You know him,
for he lives with you and will be in
you. 18 I will not leave you orphans.
I will come to you. 19 Yet a little
while, and the world will see me no
more; but you will see me. Because
I live, you will live also. 20 In that
day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you.
21 One who has my commandments
and keeps them, that person is one
who loves me. One who loves me will
be loved by my Father, and I will love
him, and will reveal myself to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him,
“Lord, what has happened that you
are about to reveal yourself to us, and
not to the world?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If a man
loves me, he will keep my word. My
Fatherwill love him, andwewill come
to him and make our home with him.
24 He who doesn’t love me doesn’t
keep my words. The word which you
hear isn’t mine, but the Father’s who
sent me.

25 “I have said these things to you
while still living with you. 26 But
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will
teach you all things, and will remind
you of all that I said to you. 27 Peace

* 14:16 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and Comforter.
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I leave with you. My peace I give to
you; not as the world gives, I give to
you. Don’t let your heart be troubled,
neither let it be fearful. 28You heard
how I told you, ‘I am going away, and
I will come back to you.’ If you loved
me, youwouldhave rejoiced because I
said ‘I am going to my Father;’ for the
Father is greater than I. 29Now I have
told you before it happens so that
when it happens, you may believe.
30 I will nomore speakmuchwith you,
for the prince of theworld comes, and
he has nothing in me. 31 But that
the world may know that I love the
Father, and as the Father commanded
me, even so I do. Arise, let’s go from
here.

15
1“I am the true vine, andmy Father

is the farmer. 2 Every branch in
me that doesn’t bear fruit, he takes
away. Every branch that bears fruit,
he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. 3 You are already pruned
clean because of the word which I
have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me,
and I in you. As the branch can’t bear
fruit by itself unless it remains in the
vine, so neither can you, unless you
remain in me. 5 I am the vine. You
are the branches. He who remains
in me and I in him bears much fruit,
for apart from me you can do noth-
ing. 6 If a man doesn’t remain in
me, he is thrown out as a branch and
is withered; and they gather them,
throw them into the fire, and they
are burned. 7 If you remain in me,
andmy words remain in you, you will
askwhatever you desire, and it will be
done for you.

8 “In this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit; and so you
will be my disciples. 9 Even as the
Father has loved me, I also have loved
you. Remain in my love. 10 If you
keep my commandments, you will
remain in my love, even as I have

keptmy Father’s commandments and
remain in his love. 11 I have spoken
these things to you, that my joy may
remain in you, and that your joy may
be made full.

12 “This is my commandment, that
you love one another, even as I have
loved you. 13 Greater love has no
one than this, that someone lay down
his life for his friends. 14 You
are my friends if you do whatever
I command you. 15 No longer do
I call you servants, for the servant
doesn’t know what his lord does. But
I have called you friends, for every-
thing that I heard from my Father, I
have made known to you. 16 You
didn’t choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you, that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit
should remain; that whatever you
will ask of the Father in my name, he
may give it to you.

17 “I command these things to you,
that you may love one another. 18 If
the world hates you, you know that
it has hated me before it hated you.
19 If you were of the world, the world
would love its own. But because you
are not of the world, since I chose you
out of the world, therefore the world
hates you. 20 Remember the word
that I said to you: ‘A servant is not
greater than his lord.’✡ If they per-
secuted me, they will also persecute
you. If they kept my word, they will
also keep yours. 21 But they will do
all these things to you for my name’s
sake, because they don’t know him
who sentme. 22 If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would not have
had sin; but now they have no excuse
for their sin. 23 He who hates me,
hates my Father also. 24 If I hadn’t
done among them the works which
no one else did, they wouldn’t have
had sin. But now they have seen and
also hated both me and my Father.
25But this happened so that the word
may be fulfilled which was written in

✡ 15:20 John 13:16 ✡ 15:25 Psalm 35:19; 69:4
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their law, ‘They hated me without a
cause.’✡

26 “When the Counselor* has come,
whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who pro-
ceeds from the Father, he will testify
about me. 27 You will also testify,
because you have been with me from
the beginning.

16
1 “I have said these things to you

so that you wouldn’t be caused to
stumble. 2 They will put you out
of the synagogues. Yes, the time is
coming that whoever kills you will
think that he offers service to God.
3 They will do these things* because
they have not known the Father nor
me. 4 But I have told you these
things so that when the time comes,
you may remember that I told you
about them. I didn’t tell you these
things from the beginning, because I
was with you. 5 But now I am going
to him who sent me, and none of
you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’
6 But because I have told you these
things, sorrow has filled your heart.
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It
is to your advantage that I go away;
for if I don’t go away, the Counselor
won’t come to you. But if I go, I
will send him to you. 8 When he
has come, he will convict the world
about sin, about righteousness, and
about judgment; 9 about sin, because
they don’t believe in me; 10 about
righteousness, because I am going to
my Father, and you won’t see me any
more; 11about judgment, because the
prince of this world has been judged.

12 “I still have many things to tell
you, but you can’t bear them now.
13 However, when he, the Spirit of
truth, has come, he will guide you
into all truth, for he will not speak
from himself; but whatever he hears,
he will speak. He will declare to you

things that are coming. 14 He will
glorify me, for he will take from what
is mine and will declare it to you.
15 All things that the Father has are
mine; therefore I said that he takes†
of mine and will declare it to you.

16 “A little while, and you will not
see me. Again a little while, and you
will see me.”

17 Some of his disciples therefore
said to one another, “What is this that
he says to us, ‘A little while, and you
won’t see me, and again a little while,
and you will see me;’ and, ‘Because
I go to the Father’?” 18 They said
therefore, “What is this that he says,
‘A little while’? We don’t know what
he is saying.”

19 Therefore Jesus perceived that
they wanted to ask him, and he said
to them, “Doyou inquire amongyour-
selves concerning this, that I said, ‘A
little while, and you won’t see me,
and again a little while, and you will
see me?’ 20 Most certainly I tell
you that you will weep and lament,
but the world will rejoice. You will
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be
turned into joy. 21 A woman, when
she gives birth, has sorrow because
her time has come. But when she
has delivered the child, she doesn’t
remember the anguish any more, for
the joy that a human being is born
into the world. 22Therefore you now
have sorrow, but I will see you again,
and your heart will rejoice, and no
one will take your joy away from you.

23 “In that day you will ask me no
questions. Most certainly I tell you,
whatever you may ask of the Father
in my name, he will give it to you.
24 Until now, you have asked nothing
in my name. Ask, and you will re-
ceive, that your joymay bemade full.

25 “I have spoken these things to
you in figures of speech. But the
time is coming when I will no more

* 15:26 Greek Parakletos: Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, and Comforter. * 16:3 TR adds
“to you” † 16:15 TR reads “will take” instead of “takes”
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speak to you in figures of speech, but
will tell you plainly about the Father.
26 In that day youwill ask inmy name;
and I don’t say to you that I will pray
to the Father for you, 27 for the Father
himself loves you, because you have
loved me, and have believed that I
came from God. 28 I came from the
Father and have come into the world.
Again, I leave the world and go to the
Father.”

29 His disciples said to him, “Be-
hold, now you are speaking plainly,
andusingnofigures of speech. 30Now
we know that you know all things,
anddon’t need for anyone to question
you. By this we believe that you came
from God.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you
now believe? 32 Behold, the time
is coming, yes, and has now come,
that you will be scattered, everyone
to his own place, and you will leave
me alone. Yet I am not alone, because
the Father is with me. 33 I have
told you these things, that in me you
may have peace. In the world you
have trouble; but cheer up! I have
overcome the world.”

17
1 Jesus said these things, then lift-

ing up his eyes to heaven, he said,
“Father, the time has come. Glorify
your Son, that your Son may also
glorify you; 2 even as you gave him
authority over all flesh, so he will
give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. 3 This is eternal life, that
they should know you, the only true
God, and him whom you sent, Jesus
Christ. 4 I glorified you on the earth.
I have accomplished the work which
you have given me to do. 5 Now,
Father, glorify me with your own self
with the glory which I had with you
before the world existed.

6 “I revealed your name to the peo-
ple whom you have given me out of
the world. They were yours, and you
have given them to me. They have

kept your word. 7 Now they have
known that all things whatever you
have given me are from you, 8 for
the words which you have given me I
have given to them; and they received
them, and knew for sure that I came
from you. They have believed that
you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I
don’t pray for theworld, but for those
whom you have given me, for they
are yours. 10 All things that are
mine are yours, and yours are mine,
and I am glorified in them. 11 I
am no more in the world, but these
are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them through
your name which you have given me,
that they may be one, even as we are.
12While I was with them in the world,
I kept them in your name. I have
kept those whom you have given me.
None of them is lost except the son of
destruction, that the Scripture might
be fulfilled. 13But now I come to you,
and I say these things in the world,
that they may have my joy made full
in themselves. 14 I have given them
your word. The world hated them
because they are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world. 15 I
pray not that you would take them
from the world, but that you would
keep them from the evil one. 16They
are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world. 17 Sanctify them in
your truth. Your word is truth.✡ 18As
you sent me into the world, even so I
have sent them into the world. 19 For
their sakes I sanctifymyself, that they
themselves also may be sanctified in
truth.

20 “Not for these only do I pray, but
for those also who will believe in me
through their word, 21 that they may
all be one; even as you, Father, are
in me, and I in you, that they also
may be one in us; that the world may
believe that you sent me. 22 The
glorywhich you have givenme, I have
given to them, that they may be one,

✡ 17:17 Psalm 119:142
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even as we are one, 23 I in them, and
you inme, that theymay be perfected
into one, that the world may know
that you sent me and loved them,
even as you loved me. 24 Father, I
desire that they also whom you have
given me be with me where I am,
that they may see my glory which
you have given me, for you loved me
before the foundation of the world.
25 Righteous Father, the world hasn’t
known you, but I knew you; and these
knew that you sent me. 26 I made
known to them your name, and will
make it known; that the love with
which you loved me may be in them,
and I in them.”

18
1 When Jesus had spoken these

words, he went out with his disciples
over the brook Kidron, where there
was a garden, into which he and his
disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who
betrayed him, also knew the place,
for Jesus often met there with his
disciples. 3 Judas then, having taken
a detachment of soldiers and offi-
cers from the chief priests and the
Pharisees, came there with lanterns,
torches, and weapons. 4 Jesus there-
fore, knowing all the things that were
happening to him, went out and said
to them, “Who are you looking for?”

5 They answered him, “Jesus of
Nazareth.”

Jesus said to them, “I am he.”
Judas also, who betrayed him, was

standing with them. 6 When there-
fore he said to them, “I am he,” they
went backward and fell to the ground.

7 Again therefore he asked them,
“Who are you looking for?”

They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I

am he. If therefore you seek me, let
these go their way,” 9 that the word
might be fulfilled which he spoke, “Of
those whom you have given me, I
have lost none.”✡

10 Simon Peter therefore, having
a sword, drew it, struck the high
priest’s servant, and cut off his right
ear. The servant’s namewasMalchus.
11 Jesus therefore said to Peter, “Put
the sword into its sheath. The cup
which the Father has given me, shall
I not surely drink it?”

12 So the detachment, the com-
manding officer, and the officers of
the Jews seized Jesus and bound him,
13 and led him to Annas first, for he
was father-in-law to Caiaphas, who
was high priest that year. 14 Now it
was Caiaphas who advised the Jews
that it was expedient that one man
should perish for the people.

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as
did another disciple. Now that disci-
ple was known to the high priest, and
entered in with Jesus into the court
of the high priest; 16 but Peter was
standing at the door outside. So the
other disciple, who was known to the
high priest, went out and spoke to her
who kept the door, and brought in
Peter. 17 Then the maid who kept the
door said to Peter, “Are you also one
of this man’s disciples?”

He said, “I am not.”
18Now the servants and the officers

were standing there, having made a
fire of coals, for it was cold. They
were warming themselves. Peter was
with them, standing and warming
himself.

19 The high priest therefore asked
Jesus about his disciples and about his
teaching.

20 Jesus answered him, “I spoke
openly to the world. I always taught
in synagogues and in the temple,
where the Jews always meet. I said
nothing in secret. 21 Why do you
ask me? Ask those who have heard
me what I said to them. Behold, they
know the things which I said.”

22 When he had said this, one of
the officers standing by slapped Jesus
with his hand, saying, “Do you answer
the high priest like that?”

✡ 18:9 John 6:39
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23 Jesus answered him, “If I have

spoken evil, testify of the evil; but if
well, why do you beat me?”

24 Annas sent him bound to Ca-
iaphas, the high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was standing
and warming himself. They said
therefore to him, “You aren’t also one
of his disciples, are you?”

He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26 One of the servants of the high

priest, being a relative of him whose
ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I
see you in the garden with him?”

27 Peter therefore denied it again,
and immediately the rooster crowed.

28 They led Jesus therefore from
Caiaphas into the Praetorium. It was
early, and they themselves didn’t en-
ter into the Praetorium, that they
might not be defiled, but might eat
the Passover. 29 Pilate therefore went
out to them and said, “What accusa-
tion do you bring against this man?”

30 They answered him, “If this
manweren’t an evildoer, we wouldn’t
have delivered him up to you.”

31 Pilate therefore said to them,
“Take him yourselves, and judge him
according to your law.”

Therefore the Jews said to him,
“It is illegal for us to put anyone
to death,” 32 that the word of Jesus
might be fulfilled, which he spoke,
signifying by what kind of death he
should die.

33 Pilate therefore entered again
into the Praetorium, called Jesus, and
said to him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?”

34 Jesus answered him, “Do you say
this by yourself, or did others tell you
about me?”

35 Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew,
am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests delivered you to me. What
have you done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is
not of thisworld. IfmyKingdomwere
of this world, thenmy servants would
fight, that I wouldn’t be delivered to

the Jews. But nowmy Kingdom is not
from here.”

37Pilate therefore said to him, “Are
you a king then?”

Jesus answered, “You say that I am
a king. For this reason I have been
born, and for this reason I have come
into the world, that I should testify
to the truth. Everyone who is of the
truth listens to my voice.”

38 Pilate said to him, “What is
truth?”

When he had said this, he went out
again to the Jews, and said to them,
“I find no basis for a charge against
him. 39 But you have a custom that
I should release someone to you at
the Passover. Therefore, do you want
me to release to you the King of the
Jews?”

40Then they all shouted again, say-
ing, “Not this man, but Barabbas!”
Now Barabbas was a robber.

19
1 So Pilate then took Jesus and

flogged him. 2 The soldiers twisted
thorns into a crown and put it on his
head, and dressed him in a purple
garment. 3 They kept saying, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” and they kept
slapping him.

4 Then Pilate went out again, and
said to them, “Behold, I bring him out
to you, that you may know that I find
no basis for a charge against him.”

5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing
the crown of thorns and the purple
garment. Pilate said to them, “Be-
hold, the man!”

6 When therefore the chief priests
and the officers saw him, they
shouted, saying, “Crucify! Crucify!”

Pilate said to them, “Take him
yourselves and crucify him, for I find
no basis for a charge against him.”

7The Jews answered him, “We have
a law, and by our law he ought to die,
because he made himself the Son of
God.”

8 When therefore Pilate heard this
saying, he was more afraid. 9 He
entered into the Praetorium again,
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and said to Jesus, “Where are you
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.
10Pilate therefore said to him, “Aren’t
you speaking to me? Don’t you know
that I have power to release you and
have power to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered, “Youwould have
no power at all against me, unless it
were given to you from above. There-
fore he who delivered me to you has
greater sin.”

12 At this, Pilate was seeking to
release him, but the Jews cried out,
saying, “If you release this man, you
aren’t Caesar’s friend! Everyone who
makes himself a king speaks against
Caesar!”

13 When Pilate therefore heard
thesewords, he brought Jesus out and
sat down on the judgment seat at a
place called “The Pavement”, but in
Hebrew, “Gabbatha.” 14 Now it was
the Preparation Day of the Passover,
at about the sixth hour.* He said to
the Jews, “Behold, your King!”

15 They cried out, “Away with him!
Away with him! Crucify him!”

Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify
your King?”

The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but Caesar!”

16So then he delivered him to them
to be crucified. So they took Jesus
and led him away. 17 He went out,
bearing his cross, to the place called
“The Place of a Skull”, which is called
in Hebrew, “Golgotha”, 18where they
crucified him, and with him two oth-
ers, on either side one, and Jesus in
the middle. 19 Pilate wrote a title
also, and put it on the cross. There
was written, “JESUS OF NAZARETH,
THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 20Therefore
many of the Jews read this title, for
the place where Jesus was crucified
was near the city; and it was written
in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.
21 The chief priests of the Jews there-
fore said to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The

King of the Jews,’ but, ‘he said, “I am
King of the Jews.” ’ ”

22 Pilate answered, “What I have
written, I have written.”

23Then the soldiers, when they had
crucified Jesus, took his garments and
made four parts, to every soldier a
part; and also the tunic. Now the
tunic was without seam, woven from
the top throughout. 24 Then they
said to one another, “Let’s not tear it,
but cast lots for it to decide whose it
will be,” that the Scripture might be
fulfilled, which says,
“They parted my garments among

them.
They cast lots formy clothing.”✡

Therefore the soldiers did these
things.

25But standing by Jesus’ cross were
his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag-
dalene. 26 Therefore when Jesus saw
his mother, and the disciple whom
he loved standing there, he said to
his mother, “Woman, behold, your
son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple,
“Behold, your mother!” From that
hour, the disciple took her to his own
home.

28 After this, Jesus, seeing† that all
things were now finished, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I
am thirsty!” 29 Now a vessel full of
vinegar was set there; so they put a
sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop,
and held it at his mouth. 30 When
Jesus therefore had received the vine-
gar, he said, “It is finished!” Then he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Therefore the Jews, because it
was the Preparation Day, so that
the bodies wouldn’t remain on the
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sab-
bath was a special one), asked of Pi-
late that their legs might be broken
and that they might be taken away.
32 Therefore the soldiers came and
broke the legs of the first and of the

* 19:14 “the sixth hour” would have been 6:00 a.m. according to the Roman timekeeping system, or
noon for the Jewish timekeeping system in use, then. ✡ 19:24 Psalm 22:18 † 19:28 NU, TR read
“knowing” instead of “seeing”
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other who was crucified with him;
33 but when they came to Jesus and
saw that he was already dead, they
didn’t break his legs. 34However, one
of the soldiers pierced his side with
a spear, and immediately blood and
water came out. 35 He who has seen
has testified, and his testimony is
true. He knows that he tells the truth,
that you may believe. 36 For these
things happened that the Scripture
might be fulfilled, “A bone of him will
not be broken.”✡ 37 Again another
Scripture says, “Theywill look onhim
whom they pierced.”✡

38After these things, Joseph of Ari-
mathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly for fear of the Jews, asked of
Pilate that he might take away Jesus’
body. Pilate gave him permission.
He came therefore and took away his
body. 39Nicodemus, who at first came
to Jesus by night, also came bringing
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a
hundred Roman pounds.‡ 40 So they
took Jesus’ body, and bound it in linen
cloths with the spices, as the custom
of the Jews is to bury. 41 Now in the
place where he was crucified there
was a garden. In the garden was a
new tomb in which no man had ever
yet been laid. 42 Then, because of the
Jews’ Preparation Day (for the tomb
was near at hand), they laid Jesus
there.

20
1Now on the first day of the week,

Mary Magdalene went early, while it
was still dark, to the tomb, and saw
that the stone had been taken away
from the tomb. 2 Therefore she ran
and came to Simon Peter and to the
other disciple whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken away
the Lordout of the tomb, andwedon’t
know where they have laid him!”

3Therefore Peter and the other dis-
ciple went out, and they went toward
the tomb. 4 They both ran together.
The other disciple outran Peter and
came to the tomb first. 5 Stooping
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths
lying there; yet he didn’t enter in.
6 Then Simon Peter came, following
him, and entered into the tomb. He
saw the linen cloths lying, 7 and the
cloth that had been on his head, not
lying with the linen cloths, but rolled
up in a place by itself. 8 So then the
other disciple who came first to the
tomb also entered in, and he saw and
believed. 9For as yet they didn’t know
the Scripture, that he must rise from
the dead. 10 So the disciples went
away again to their own homes.

11 But Mary was standing outside
at the tomb weeping. So as she
wept, she stooped and looked into the
tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in
white sitting, one at the head and one
at the feet, where the body of Jesus
had lain. 13 They asked her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?”

She said to them, “Because they
have taken away my Lord, and I don’t
know where they have laid him.”
14When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing, and
didn’t know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping? Who are you look-
ing for?”

She, supposing him to be the gar-
dener, said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and I will take him
away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to him, “Rab-

boni!”* which is to say, “Teacher!”†
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold

me, for I haven’t yet ascended to my
Father; but go to my brothers and tell
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father

✡ 19:36 Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalm 34:20 ✡ 19:37 Zechariah 12:10 ‡ 19:39 100 Roman
pounds of 12 ounces each, or about 72 pounds, or 33 Kilograms. * 20:16 Rabboni is a transliteration
of the Hebrew word for “great teacher.” † 20:16 or, Master
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and your Father, to my God and your
God.’ ”

18 Mary Magdalene came and told
the disciples that she had seen the
Lord, and that he had said these
things to her. 19 When therefore it
was evening on that day, the first
day of the week, and when the doors
were locked where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood in themiddle and said
to them, “Peace be to you.”

20Whenhehad said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. The dis-
ciples therefore were glad when they
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus therefore said
to them again, “Peace be to you. As
the Father has sent me, even so I send
you.” 22 When he had said this, he
breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit! 23 If you
forgive anyone’s sins, they have been
forgiven them. If you retain anyone’s
sins, they have been retained.”

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve,
called Didymus,‡ wasn’t with them
when Jesus came. 25 The other disci-
ples therefore said to him, “We have
seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see
in his hands the print of the nails, put
my finger into the print of the nails,
and put my hand into his side, I will
not believe.”

26 After eight days, again his dis-
ciples were inside and Thomas was
with them. Jesus came, the doors
being locked, and stood in themiddle,
and said, “Peace be to you.” 27 Then
he said to Thomas, “Reach here your
finger, and see my hands. Reach here
your hand, and put it into my side.
Don’t be unbelieving, but believing.”

28Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!”

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you
have seen me,§ you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen
and have believed.”

30 Therefore Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book;
31 but these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in his name.

21
1 After these things, Jesus revealed

himself again to the disciples at the
sea of Tiberias. He revealed himself
this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas
called Didymus,* Nathanael of Cana
in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee,
and two others of his disciples were
together. 3 Simon Peter said to them,
“I’m going fishing.”

They told him, “We are also coming
with you.” They immediately went
out and entered into the boat. That
night, they caught nothing. 4 But
when day had already come, Jesus
stood on the beach; yet the disciples
didn’t know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus
therefore said to them, “Children,
have you anything to eat?”

They answered him, “No.”
6He said to them, “Cast the net on

the right side of the boat, and youwill
find some.”

They cast it therefore, and now
they weren’t able to draw it in for
the multitude of fish. 7 That disciple
therefore whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, “It’s the Lord!”

So when Simon Peter heard that
it was the Lord, he wrapped his coat
around himself (for he was naked),
and threw himself into the sea. 8 But
the other disciples came in the little
boat (for they were not far from the
land, but about two hundred cubits†
away), dragging the net full of fish.
9 So when they got out on the land,
they sawafire of coals there, withfish
and bread laid on it. 10 Jesus said to
them, “Bring some of the fish which
you have just caught.”

‡ 20:24 or, Twin § 20:29 TR adds “Thomas,” * 21:2 or, Twin † 21:8 200 cubits is about 100
yards or about 91 meters
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11 Simon Peter went up, and drew

the net to land, full of one hundred
fifty-three great fish. Even though
there were so many, the net wasn’t
torn.

12 Jesus said to them, “Comeandeat
breakfast!”

None of the disciples dared inquire
of him, “Who are you?” knowing that
it was the Lord.

13 Then Jesus came and took the
bread, gave it to them, and the fish
likewise. 14 This is now the third
time that Jesus was revealed to his
disciples after he had risen from the
dead. 15So when they had eaten their
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me
more than these?”

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that I have affection for you.”

He said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
16He said to him again a second time,
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
me?”

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that I have affection for you.”

He said to him, “Tend my sheep.”
17 He said to him the third time,
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you have
affection for me?”

Peter was grieved because he asked
him the third time, “Do you have
affection for me?” He said to him,
“Lord, you know everything. You
know that I have affection for you.”

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.
18Most certainly I tell you, when you
were young, you dressed yourself and
walked where you wanted to. But
when you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will dress
you and carry you where you don’t
want to go.”

19 Now he said this, signifying by
what kind of death he would glorify
God. When he had said this, he said
to him, “Follow me.”

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw
a disciple following. This was the
disciple whom Jesus loved, the one

who had also leaned on Jesus’ breast
at the supper and asked, “Lord, who is
going to betray you?” 21 Peter, seeing
him, said to Jesus, “Lord, what about
this man?”

22 Jesus said to him, “If I desire
that he stay until I come, what is
that to you? You follow me.” 23 This
saying therefore went out among the
brothers‡ that this disciple wouldn’t
die. Yet Jesus didn’t say to him that
he wouldn’t die, but, “If I desire that
he stay until I come, what is that to
you?”

24 This is the disciple who testifies
about these things, and wrote these
things. We know that his witness is
true. 25 There are also many other
things which Jesus did, which if they
would all be written, I suppose that
even the world itself wouldn’t have
room for the books that would be
written.

‡ 21:23 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.”
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The Acts of the Apostles
1 The first book I wrote,

Theophilus, concerned all that Jesus
began both to do and to teach, 2 until
the day in which he was received up,
after he had given commandment
through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 To
these he also showed himself alive
after he suffered, by many proofs,
appearing to them over a period of
forty days and speaking about God’s
Kingdom. 4Being assembled together
with them, he commanded them,
“Don’t depart from Jerusalem, but
wait for the promise of the Father,
which you heard from me. 5 For
John indeed baptized in water, but
you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit
not many days from now.”

6 Therefore, when they had come
together, they asked him, “Lord, are
you now restoring the kingdom to
Israel?”

7He said to them, “It isn’t for you to
know times or seasons which the Fa-
ther has set within his own authority.
8But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you. You
will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem,
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
uttermost parts of the earth.”

9When he had said these things, as
they were looking, he was taken up,
and a cloud received him out of their
sight. 10 While they were looking
steadfastly into the sky as he went,
behold,* two men stood by them in
white clothing, 11who also said, “You
men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who
was received up from you into the
sky, will come back in the same way
as you saw him going into the sky.”

12Then they returned to Jerusalem
from the mountain called Olivet,

which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day’s journey away. 13 When they
had come in, they went up into the
upper room where they were stay-
ing, that is Peter, John, James, An-
drew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew,
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus,
Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son
of James. 14All these with one accord
continued steadfastly in prayer and
supplication, along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brothers.

15 In these days, Peter stood up in
the middle of the disciples (and the
number of names was about one hun-
dred twenty), and said, 16 “Brothers,
it was necessary that this Scripture
should be fulfilled, which the Holy
Spirit spoke before by the mouth
of David concerning Judas, who was
guide to those who took Jesus. 17 For
he was counted with us, and received
his portion in this ministry. 18 Now
this man obtained a field with the
reward for his wickedness; and falling
headlong, his body burst open and
all his intestines gushed out. 19 It
became known to everyonewho lived
in Jerusalem that in their language
that field was called ‘Akeldama,’ that
is, ‘The field of blood.’ 20 For it is
written in the book of Psalms,
‘Let his habitation be made desolate.

Let no one dwell in it;’✡
and,

‘Let another take his office.’✡
21 “Of the men therefore who have

accompanied us all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22beginning from the baptism of John
to the day that he was received up
from us, of these one must become a
witness with us of his resurrection.”

23 They put forward two: Joseph
called Barsabbas, who was also called
Justus, and Matthias. 24 They prayed
and said, “You, Lord, who know the
hearts of all men, show which one of
these two you have chosen 25 to take

* 1:10 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. ✡ 1:20 Psalm 69:25 ✡ 1:20 Psalm 109:8
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part in this ministry and apostleship
from which Judas fell away, that he
might go to his own place.” 26 They
drew lots for them, and the lot fell
onMatthias; and hewas countedwith
the eleven apostles.

2
1 Now when the day of Pentecost

had come, they were all with one
accord in one place. 2 Suddenly there
came from the sky a sound like the
rushing of amighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting.
3Tongues like fire appeared and were
distributed to them, and one sat on
each of them. 4 They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other languages, as the
Spirit gave them the ability to speak.

5 Now there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from
every nation under the sky. 6 When
this sound was heard, the multitude
came together and were bewildered,
because everyone heard them
speaking in his own language. 7 They
were all amazed and marveled,
saying to one another, “Behold,
aren’t all these who speak Galileans?
8 How do we hear, everyone in our
own native language? 9 Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and people from
Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia,
Pontus, Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia,
Egypt, the parts of Libya around
Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both
Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and
Arabians —we hear them speaking
in our languages the mighty works
of God!” 12 They were all amazed
and were perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?”
13 Others, mocking, said, “They are
filled with new wine.”

14 But Peter, standing up with the
eleven, lifted up his voice and spoke
out to them, “You men of Judea and
all you who dwell at Jerusalem, let
this be known to you, and listen tomy

words. 15 For these aren’t drunken,
as you suppose, seeing it is only the
third hour of the day.* 16 But this
is what has been spoken through the
prophet Joel:
17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God,

that I will pour out my Spirit on
all flesh.

Your sons and your daughters will
prophesy.

Your youngmen will see visions.
Your oldmenwill dreamdreams.

18Yes, and on my servants and on my
handmaidens in those days,

I will pour out my Spirit, and
they will prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in the sky
above,

and signs on the earth beneath:
blood, and fire, and billows of

smoke.
20 The sun will be turned into dark-

ness,
and the moon into blood,
before the great and glorious

day of the Lord comes.
21 It will be that whoever will call on

the name of the Lord will be
saved.’✡

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words!
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved by
God to you bymightyworks andwon-
ders and signs which God did by him
among you, even as you yourselves
know, 23 him, being delivered up
by the determined counsel and fore-
knowledge of God, you have taken by
the hand of lawless men, crucified
and killed; 24 whom God raised up,
having freed him from the agony of
death, because it was not possible
that he should be held by it. 25 For
David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always beforemy face,

for he is on my right hand, that I
should not be moved.

26 Therefore my heart was glad, and
my tongue rejoiced.

Moreover my flesh also will
dwell in hope,

* 2:15 about 9:00 a.m. ✡ 2:21 Joel 2:28-32 † 2:27 or, Hell
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27 because you will not leave my soul

in Hades,†
neither will you allow your Holy

One to see decay.
28You made known to me the ways of

life.
Youwillmakeme full of gladness

with your presence.’✡
29“Brothers, I may tell you freely of

the patriarch David, that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with
us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a
prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that of
the fruit of his body, according to the
flesh, he would raise up the Christ‡
to sit on his throne, 31 he foreseeing
this, spoke about the resurrection of
the Christ, that his soul wasn’t left
in Hades,§ and his flesh didn’t see
decay. 32 This Jesus God raised up, to
which we all are witnesses. 33 Being
therefore exalted by the right hand
of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,
he has poured out this which you
now see and hear. 34 For David didn’t
ascend into the heavens, but he says
himself,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by my

right hand
35 until I make your enemies a

footstool for your feet.” ’✡
36 “Let all the house of Israel there-

fore know certainly that God has
made him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this, they
were cut to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent and
be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the for-
giveness of sins, and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For
the promise is to you and to your
children, and to all who are far off,
even as many as the Lord our God

will call to himself.” 40 With many
otherwords he testified and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves from
this crooked generation!”

41 Then those who gladly received
his word were baptized. There were
added that day about three thousand
souls. 42 They continued steadfastly
in the apostles’ teaching and fellow-
ship, in the breaking of bread, and
prayer. 43 Fear came on every soul,
and many wonders and signs were
done through the apostles. 44 All
who believed were together, and had
all things in common. 45 They sold
their possessions and goods, and dis-
tributed them to all, according as
anyone had need. 46 Day by day,
continuing steadfastly with one ac-
cord in the temple, and breaking
bread at home, they took their food
with gladness and singleness of heart,
47praising God and having favor with
all the people. The Lord added to the
assembly day by day those who were
being saved.

3
1Peter and Johnwere going up into

the temple at the hour of prayer, the
ninth hour.* 2A certainmanwhowas
lame from his mother’s womb was
being carried, whom they laid daily
at the door of the temple which is
called Beautiful, to ask gifts for the
needy of those who entered into the
temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about
to go into the temple, he asked to
receive gifts for the needy. 4 Peter,
fastening his eyes on him, with John,
said, “Look at us.” 5 He listened to
them, expecting to receive something
from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have
no silver or gold, but what I have,
that I give you. In the name of Je-
sus Christ of Nazareth, get up and
walk!” 7 He took him by the right
hand and raised him up. Immedi-
ately his feet and his ankle bones

✡ 2:28 Psalm 16:8-11 ‡ 2:30 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. § 2:31 or, Hell ✡ 2:35 Psalm
110:1 * 3:1 3:00 p.m.
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received strength. 8 Leaping up, he
stood and began to walk. He entered
with them into the temple, walking,
leaping, and praising God. 9 All the
people saw him walking and praising
God. 10 They recognized him, that it
was he who used to sit begging for
gifts for the needy at the Beautiful
Gate of the temple. They were filled
with wonder and amazement at what
had happened to him. 11 As the lame
man who was healed held on to Peter
and John, all the people ran together
to them in the porch that is called
Solomon’s, greatly wondering.

12When Peter saw it, he responded
to the people, “Youmenof Israel, why
do you marvel at this man? Why do
you fasten your eyes on us, as though
by our own power or godliness we
had made him walk? 13 The God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of
our fathers, has glorified his Servant
Jesus, whom you delivered up and
denied in thepresence of Pilate, when
he had determined to release him.
14 But you denied the Holy and Righ-
teous One and asked for a murderer
to be granted to you, 15 and killed the
Prince of life, whom God raised from
the dead, to which we are witnesses.
16 By faith in his name, his name
has made this man strong, whom you
see and know. Yes, the faith which
is through him has given him this
perfect soundness in the presence of
you all.

17 “Now, brothers,† I know that you
did this in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. 18 But the things which God
announced by the mouth of all his
prophets, that Christ should suffer,
he thus fulfilled.

19 “Repent therefore, and turn
again, that your sins may be blotted
out, so that there may come times of
refreshing from the presence of the
Lord, 20 and that he may send Christ
Jesus, who was ordained for you be-

fore, 21 whom heaven must receive
until the times of restoration of all
things, which God spoke long ago by
themouth of his holy prophets. 22For
Moses indeed said to the fathers, ‘The
Lord God will raise up a prophet for
you from among your brothers, like
me. You shall listen to him in all
things whatever he says to you. 23 It
will be that every soul that will not
listen to that prophet will be utterly
destroyed from among the people.’✡
24 Yes, and all the prophets from
Samuel and those who followed after,
as many as have spoken, also told of
these days. 25 You are the children
of the prophets, and of the covenant
which God made with our fathers,
saying to Abraham, ‘All the families of
the earthwill be blessed throughyour
offspring.’‡✡ 26God, having raised up
his servant Jesus, sent him to you first
to bless you, in turning away every
one of you from your wickedness.”

4
1 As they spoke to the people, the

priests and the captain of the tem-
ple and the Sadducees came to them,
2being upset because they taught the
people and proclaimed in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. 3 They
laid hands on them, and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was
now evening. 4 But many of those
who heard theword believed, and the
number of the men came to be about
five thousand.

5 In the morning, their rulers, el-
ders, and scribes were gathered to-
gether in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the
high priest was there, with Caiaphas,
John, Alexander, and as many as were
relatives of the high priest. 7 When
they had stood Peter and John in the
middle of them, they inquired, “By
what power, or in what name, have
you done this?”

† 3:17 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ✡ 3:23 Deuteronomy 18:15,18-19 ‡ 3:25 or, seed ✡ 3:25 Genesis 22:18; 26:4



Acts 4:8 138 Acts 4:33
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy

Spirit, said to them, “You rulers of
the people and elders of Israel, 9 if
we are examined today concerning a
good deed done to a crippled man,
by what means this man has been
healed, 10 may it be known to you
all, and to all the people of Israel,
that in the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead, this man
stands here before you whole in him.
11He is ‘the stonewhichwas regarded
as worthless by you, the builders,
which has become the head of the
corner.’✡ 12 There is salvation in no
one else, for there is no other name
under heaven that is given among
men, by which we must be saved!”

13 Now when they saw the bold-
ness of Peter and John, and had
perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marveled.
They recognized that they had been
with Jesus. 14 Seeing the man who
was healed standing with them, they
could say nothing against it. 15 But
when they had commanded them to
go aside out of the council, they con-
ferred among themselves, 16 saying,
“What shall we do to these men? Be-
cause indeed a notable miracle has
been done through them, as can
be plainly seen by all who dwell in
Jerusalem, andwe can’t deny it. 17But
so that this spreads no further among
the people, let’s threaten them, that
from now on they don’t speak to any-
one in this name.” 18 They called
them, and commanded them not to
speak at all nor teach in the name of
Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered
them, “Whether it is right in the sight
of God to listen to you rather than to
God, judge for yourselves, 20 for we
can’t help telling the things which we
saw and heard.”

21 When they had further threat-
ened them, they let them go, find-

ing no way to punish them, because
of the people; for everyone glori-
fied God for that which was done.
22 For the man on whom this miracle
of healing was performed was more
than forty years old.

23 Being let go, they came to their
own company and reported all that
the chief priests and the elders had
said to them. 24 When they heard it,
they lifted up their voice to God with
one accord and said, “O Lord, you are
God, whomade the heaven, the earth,
the sea, and all that is in them; 25who
by the mouth of your servant David,
said,
‘Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain
thing?

26The kings of the earth take a stand,
and the rulers plot together,
against the Lord, and against his

Christ.’*✡
27 “For truly,† both Herod and Pon-

tius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
people of Israel, were gathered to-
gether against your holy servant Je-
sus, whom you anointed, 28 to do
whatever your hand and your coun-
sel foreordained to happen. 29 Now,
Lord, look at their threats, and grant
to your servants to speak your word
with all boldness, 30while you stretch
out your hand to heal; and that signs
and wonders may be done through
the name of your holy Servant Jesus.”

31When they had prayed, the place
was shaken where they were gath-
ered together. They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke
the word of God with boldness.

32 The multitude of those who be-
lievedwere of one heart and soul. Not
one of them claimed that anything
of the things which he possessed was
his own, but they had all things in
common. 33 With great power, the
apostles gave their testimony of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Great

✡ 4:11 Psalm118:22 * 4:26 Christ (Greek) andMessiah (Hebrew) bothmeanAnointedOne. ✡ 4:26
Psalm 2:1-2 † 4:27 nu adds “in this city,”
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grace was on them all. 34 For nei-
ther was there among them any who
lacked, for as many as were owners
of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the proceeds of the things
that were sold, 35 and laid them at the
apostles’ feet; and distribution was
made to each, according as anyone
had need.

36 Joses, who by the apostles was
also called Barnabas (which is, being
interpreted, Son of Encouragement),
a Levite, a man of Cyprus by race,
37 having a field, sold it and brought
the money and laid it at the apostles’
feet.

5
1But a certainmannamedAnanias,

with Sapphira his wife, sold a pos-
session, 2 and kept back part of the
price, his wife also being aware of it,
then brought a certain part and laid
it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter
said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to theHoly Spirit and
to keep back part of the price of the
land? 4 While you kept it, didn’t it
remain your own? After it was sold,
wasn’t it in your power? How is it that
you have conceived this thing in your
heart? You haven’t lied tomen, but to
God.”

5Ananias, hearing these words, fell
down and died. Great fear came on all
who heard these things. 6 The young
men arose and wrapped him up, and
they carried him out and buried him.
7About three hours later, his wife, not
knowing what had happened, came
in. 8 Peter answered her, “Tell me
whether you sold the land for so
much.”

She said, “Yes, for so much.”
9 But Peter asked her, “How is

it that you have agreed together to
tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold,
the feet of those who have buried
your husband are at the door, and
they will carry you out.”

10 She fell down immediately at his
feet anddied. The youngmen came in
and found her dead, and they carried

her out and buried her by her hus-
band. 11Great fear came on thewhole
assembly, and on all who heard these
things.

12 By the hands of the apostles
many signs and wonders were done
among the people. They were all
with one accord in Solomon’s porch.
13None of the rest dared to join them;
however, the people honored them.
14 More believers were added to the
Lord, multitudes of both men and
women. 15 They even carried out the
sick into the streets and laid them on
cots and mattresses, so that as Peter
came by, at least his shadow might
overshadow some of them. 16 The
multitude also came together from
the cities around Jerusalem, bringing
sick people and those who were tor-
mented by unclean spirits; and they
were all healed.

17 But the high priest rose up, and
all those whowerewith him (which is
the sect of the Sadducees), and they
were filled with jealousy 18 and laid
hands on the apostles, then put them
in public custody. 19 But an angel of
the Lord opened the prison doors by
night, and brought themout and said,
20 “Go stand and speak in the temple
to the people all the words of this
life.”

21 When they heard this, they en-
tered into the temple about daybreak
and taught. But the high priest and
those who were with him came and
called the council together, with all
the senate of the children of Israel,
and sent to the prison to have them
brought. 22But the officers who came
didn’t find them in the prison. They
returned and reported, 23 “We found
the prison shut and locked, and the
guards standing before the doors, but
when we opened them, we found no
one inside!”

24 Now when the high priest, the
captain of the temple, and the chief
priests heard these words, they were
very perplexed about them and what
might become of this. 25 One came
and told them, “Behold, the men
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whom you put in prison are in the
temple, standing and teaching the
people.” 26 Then the captain went
with the officers, and brought them
without violence, for theywere afraid
that the people might stone them.

27 When they had brought them,
they set them before the council.
The high priest questioned them,
28 saying, “Didn’t we strictly com-
mand you not to teach in this name?
Behold, you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching, and intend to
bring this man’s blood on us.”

29 But Peter and the apostles an-
swered, “We must obey God rather
than men. 30 The God of our fathers
raised up Jesus, whom you killed,
hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted
himwith his right hand to be a Prince
and a Savior, to give repentance to
Israel, and remission of sins. 32Weare
his witnesses of these things; and so
also is the Holy Spirit, whom God has
given to those who obey him.”

33 But they, when they heard this,
were cut to the heart, and were de-
termined to kill them. 34 But one
stood up in the council, a Pharisee
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law,
honored by all the people, and com-
manded to put the apostles out for a
little while. 35 He said to them, “You
men of Israel, be careful concerning
these men, what you are about to do.
36 For before these days Theudas rose
up, making himself out to be some-
body; to whom a number of men,
about four hundred, joined them-
selves. He was slain; and all, as many
as obeyed him, were dispersed and
came to nothing. 37 After this man,
Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of
the enrollment, and drew away some
people after him. He also perished,
and all, as many as obeyed him, were
scattered abroad. 38 Now I tell you,
withdraw from these men and leave
them alone. For if this counsel or this
work is of men, it will be overthrown.

39 But if it is of God, you will not be
able to overthrow it, and you would
be found even to be fighting against
God!”

40 They agreed with him. Sum-
moning the apostles, they beat them
and commanded themnot to speak in
the name of Jesus, and let them go.
41 They therefore departed from the
presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for Jesus’ name.

42 Every day, in the temple and at
home, they never stopped teaching
and preaching Jesus, the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the

number of the disciples was multi-
plying, a complaint arose from the
Hellenists* against the Hebrews, be-
cause their widows were neglected in
the daily service. 2 The twelve sum-
moned the multitude of the disciples
and said, “It is not appropriate for
us to forsake the word of God and
serve tables. 3 Therefore, select from
among you, brothers, seven men of
good report, full of theHoly Spirit and
of wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business. 4 But we will con-
tinue steadfastly in prayer and in the
ministry of the word.”

5 These words pleased the whole
multitude. They chose Stephen, a
man full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch, 6 whom they
set before the apostles. When they
had prayed, they laid their hands on
them.

7 The word of God increased and
the number of the disciples greatly
multiplied in Jerusalem. A great com-
pany of the priests were obedient to
the faith.

8 Stephen, full of faith and power,
performed great wonders and signs
among the people. 9 But some of

* 6:1 The Hellenists used Greek language and culture, even though they were also of Hebrew descent.
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those who were of the synagogue
called “The Libertines”, and of the
Cyrenians, of the Alexandrians, and
of those of Cilicia and Asia arose, dis-
puting with Stephen. 10 They weren’t
able to withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit by which he spoke. 11 Then
they secretly induced men to say,
“We have heard him speak blasphe-
mous words against Moses and God.”
12 They stirred up the people, the
elders, and the scribes, and came
against him and seized him, then
brought him in to the council, 13 and
set up false witnesses who said, “This
man never stops speaking blasphe-
mous words against this holy place
and the law. 14 For we have heard him
say that this Jesus of Nazareth will
destroy this place, and will change
the customs which Moses delivered
to us.” 15 All who sat in the council,
fastening their eyes on him, saw his
face like it was the face of an angel.

7
1 The high priest said, “Are these

things so?”
2 He said, “Brothers and fathers,

listen. The God of glory appeared
to our father Abraham when he was
in Mesopotamia, before he lived in
Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Get out of
your land and away from your rel-
atives, and come into a land which
I will show you.’✡ 4 Then he came
out of the land of the Chaldaeans and
lived in Haran. From there, when his
father was dead, God moved him into
this land where you are now living.
5 He gave him no inheritance in it,
no, not so much as to set his foot
on. He promised that he would give
it to him for a possession, and to his
offspring after him, when he still had
no child. 6God spoke in this way: that
his offspring would live as aliens in a
strange land, and that they would be
enslaved andmistreated for four hun-
dred years. 7 ‘I will judge the nation to
which they will be in bondage,’ said

God, ‘and after that they will come
out and serve me in this place.’✡ 8He
gave him the covenant of circumci-
sion. So Abraham became the father
of Isaac, and circumcised him the
eighth day. Isaac became the father
of Jacob, and Jacob became the father
of the twelve patriarchs.

9 “The patriarchs, moved with jeal-
ousy against Joseph, sold him into
Egypt. God was with him 10 and deliv-
ered him out of all his afflictions, and
gave him favor and wisdom before
Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He made
him governor over Egypt and all his
house. 11 Now a famine came over
all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and
great affliction. Our fathers found no
food. 12 But when Jacob heard that
there was grain in Egypt, he sent out
our fathers the first time. 13 On the
second time Joseph was made known
to his brothers, and Joseph’s family
was revealed to Pharaoh. 14 Joseph
sent and summoned Jacob his fa-
ther and all his relatives, seventy-
five souls. 15 Jacob went down into
Egypt and he died, himself and our
fathers; 16 and they were brought
back to Shechem and laid in the tomb
that Abraham bought for a price in
silver from the children of Hamor of
Shechem.

17 “But as the time of the promise
came close which God had sworn to
Abraham, the people grew and mul-
tiplied in Egypt, 18 until there arose
a different king who didn’t know
Joseph. 19The same took advantage of
our race and mistreated our fathers,
and forced them to abandon their ba-
bies, so that they wouldn’t stay alive.
20 At that time Moses was born, and
was exceedingly handsome to God.
He was nourished three months in
his father’s house. 21 When he was
abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter took
him up and reared him as her own
son. 22 Moses was instructed in all
the wisdom of the Egyptians. He was
mighty in his words and works. 23But

✡ 7:3 Genesis 12:1 ✡ 7:7 Genesis 15:13-14
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when he was forty years old, it came
into his heart to visit his brothers,*
the children of Israel. 24Seeing one of
them suffer wrong, he defended him
and avenged himwho was oppressed,
striking the Egyptian. 25 He sup-
posed that his brothers understood
that God, by his hand, was giving
them deliverance; but they didn’t un-
derstand.

26 “The day following, he appeared
to them as they fought, and urged
them to be at peace again, saying,
‘Sirs, you are brothers. Why do you
wrong one another?’ 27 But he who
did his neighbor wrong pushed him
away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler
and a judge over us? 28 Do you want
to kill me as you killed the Egyptian
yesterday?’✡ 29 Moses fled at this
saying, and became a stranger in the
land of Midian, where he became the
father of two sons.

30 “When forty years were fulfilled,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in
a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When
Moses saw it, he wondered at the
sight. As he came close to see, the
voice of the Lord came to him, 32 ‘I
am the God of your fathers: the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.’✡ Moses trembled and
dared not look. 33 The Lord said to
him, ‘Take off your sandals, for the
placewhere you stand is holy ground.
34 I have surely seen the affliction of
my people who are in Egypt, and have
heard their groaning. I have come
down to deliver them. Now come, I
will send you into Egypt.’✡

35 “This Moses whom they refused,
saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and
a judge?’—God has sent him as both
a ruler and a deliverer by the hand
of the angel who appeared to him in

the bush. 36 This man led them out,
having worked wonders and signs in
Egypt, in the Red Sea, and in the
wilderness for forty years. 37 This is
that Moses who said to the children
of Israel, ‘The Lord our God will raise
up a prophet for you from among
your brothers, like me.’†✡ 38 This
is he who was in the assembly in
the wilderness with the angel that
spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and
with our fathers, who received living
revelations to give to us, 39 to whom
our fathers wouldn’t be obedient, but
rejected him and turned back in their
hearts to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron,
‘Make us gods that will go before us,
for as for this Moses who led us out of
the landof Egypt, wedon’t knowwhat
has become of him.’✡ 41 They made
a calf in those days, and brought a
sacrifice to the idol, and rejoiced in
the works of their hands. 42 But God
turned away and gave them up to
serve the army of the sky,‡ as it is
written in the book of the prophets,
‘Did you offer tome slain animals and

sacrifices
forty years in the wilderness, O

house of Israel?
43 You took up the tabernacle of

Moloch,
the star of your god Rephan,

the figures which you made to wor-
ship,

so I will carry you away✡ beyond
Babylon.’

44 “Our fathers had the taberna-
cle of the testimony in the wilder-
ness, even as he who spoke to Moses
commanded him to make it accord-
ing to the pattern that he had seen;
45 which also our fathers, in their
turn, brought in with Joshua when
they entered into the possession of

* 7:23 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may be also correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 7:28 Exodus 2:14 ✡ 7:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 7:34 Exodus
3:5,7-8,10 † 7:37 TR adds “You shall listen to him.” ✡ 7:37 Deuteronomy 18:15 ✡ 7:40 Exodus
32:1 ‡ 7:42 This idiom could also be translated “host of heaven”, or “angelic beings”, or “heavenly
bodies.” ✡ 7:43 Amos 5:25-27
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the nations whom God drove out be-
fore the face of our fathers to the
days of David, 46 who found favor in
the sight of God, and asked to find
a habitation for the God of Jacob.
47 But Solomon built him a house.
48 However, the Most High doesn’t
dwell in temples made with hands, as
the prophet says,
49 ‘heaven is my throne,

and the earth a footstool for my
feet.

What kind of house will you build
me?’ says the Lord.

‘Or what is the place of my rest?
50 Didn’t my hand make all these

things?’✡
51 “You stiff-necked and uncircum-

cised in heart and ears, you always
resist the Holy Spirit! As your fa-
thers did, so you do. 52 Which of the
prophets didn’t your fathers perse-
cute? They killed those who foretold
the coming of the Righteous One, of
whom you have now become betray-
ers and murderers. 53 You received
the law as it was ordained by angels,
and didn’t keep it!”

54 Now when they heard these
things, they were cut to the heart,
and they gnashed at him with their
teeth. 55 But he, being full of the
Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing on the right hand of
God, 56 and said, “Behold, I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!”

57 But they cried out with a loud
voice and stopped their ears, then
rushed at him with one accord.
58 They threw him out of the city and
stoned him. The witnesses placed
their garments at the feet of a young
man named Saul. 59 They stoned
Stephen as he called out, saying,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60He
kneeled down and cried with a loud
voice, “Lord, don’t hold this sin
against them!” When he had said
this, he fell asleep.

8
1 Saul was consenting to his death.

A great persecution arose against
the assembly which was in Jerusalem
in that day. They were all scat-
tered abroad throughout the regions
of Judea and Samaria, except for
the apostles. 2 Devout men buried
Stephen and lamented greatly over
him. 3 But Saul ravaged the assem-
bly, entering into every house and
dragged both men and women off
to prison. 4 Therefore those who
were scattered abroad went around
preaching the word. 5 Philip went
down to the city of Samaria and pro-
claimed to them the Christ. 6 The
multitudes listened with one accord
to the things that were spoken by
Philip when they heard and saw the
signswhich he did. 7For unclean spir-
its cameout ofmanyof thosewhohad
them. They came out, crying with a
loud voice. Many who had been par-
alyzed and lame were healed. 8There
was great joy in that city.

9 But there was a certain man, Si-
mon by name, who used to practice
sorcery in the city and amazed the
people of Samaria, making himself
out to be some great one, 10 to whom
they all listened, from the least to
the greatest, saying, “This man is
that great power of God.” 11 They
listened to him because for a long
time he had amazed them with his
sorceries. 12 But when they believed
Philip preaching good news concern-
ing God’s Kingdom and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both
men and women. 13 Simon himself
also believed. Being baptized, he
continued with Philip. Seeing signs
and great miracles occurring, he was
amazed.

14Nowwhen the apostleswhowere
at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them, 15who, when
they had come down, prayed for
them, that they might receive the

✡ 7:50 Isaiah 66:1-2
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Holy Spirit; 16 for as yet he had fallen
on none of them. They had only
been baptized in the name of Christ
Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands
on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that
the Holy Spirit was given through the
laying on of the apostles’ hands, he
offered them money, 19 saying, “Give
me also this power, that whomever
I lay my hands on may receive the
Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to
him, “May your silver perish with
you, because you thought you could
obtain the gift of God with money!
21 You have neither part nor lot in
this matter, for your heart isn’t right
before God. 22 Repent therefore of
this, your wickedness, and ask God
if perhaps the thought of your heart
may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that
you are in the poison of bitterness
and in the bondage of iniquity.”

24 Simon answered, “Pray for me
to the Lord, that none of the things
which you have spoken happen to
me.”

25 They therefore, when they had
testified and spoken the word of
the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and
preached the Good News to many
villages of the Samaritans.

26 Then an angel of the Lord spoke
to Philip, saying, “Arise, and go to-
ward the south to the way that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza. This is
a desert.”

27 He arose and went; and behold,
therewas aman of Ethiopia, a eunuch
of great authority under Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, who was
over all her treasure, who had come
to Jerusalem to worship. 28 He was
returning and sitting in his chariot,
and was reading the prophet Isaiah.

29 The Spirit said to Philip, “Go
near, and join yourself to this char-
iot.”

30 Philip ran to him, and heard him
reading Isaiah the prophet, and said,

“Do you understand what you are
reading?”

31He said, “How can I, unless some-
one explains it to me?” He begged
Philip to come up and sit with him.
32 Now the passage of the Scripture
which he was reading was this,
“He was led as a sheep to the slaugh-

ter.
As a lamb before his shearer is

silent,
so he doesn’t open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation, his judgment
was taken away.

Who will declare His genera-
tion?

For his life is taken from the
earth.”✡

34 The eunuch answered Philip,
“Who is the prophet talking about?
About himself, or about someone
else?”

35Philip opened hismouth, and be-
ginning from this Scripture, preached
to him about Jesus. 36 As they went
on the way, they came to some water;
and the eunuch said, “Behold, here
is water. What is keeping me from
being baptized?”

37* 38He commanded the chariot to
stand still, and they both went down
into the water, both Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him.

39 When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
Philip away, and the eunuch didn’t
see him any more, for he went on
his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was
found at Azotus. Passing through, he
preached the Good News to all the
cities until he came to Caesarea.

9
1 But Saul, still breathing threats

and slaughter against the disciples
of the Lord, went to the high priest
2 and asked for letters from him to
the synagogues of Damascus, that if
he found any who were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might

✡ 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8 * 8:37 TR adds Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” He
answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
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bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As
he traveled, he got close to Damascus,
and suddenly a light from the sky
shone around him. 4 He fell on the
earth, and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you perse-
cute me?”

5He said, “Who are you, Lord?”
The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom

you are persecuting.* 6 But† rise up
and enter into the city, then you will
be told what you must do.”

7 The men who traveled with him
stood speechless, hearing the sound,
but seeing no one. 8 Saul arose from
the ground, and when his eyes were
opened, he saw no one. They led him
by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. 9He was without sight for
three days, and neither ate nor drank.

10Now there was a certain disciple
at Damascus named Ananias. The
Lord said to him in a vision, “Ana-
nias!”

He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.”
11 The Lord said to him, “Arise

and go to the street which is called
Straight, and inquire in the house of
Judah‡ for one named Saul, a man
of Tarsus. For behold, he is praying,
12 and in a vision he has seen a man
named Ananias coming in and laying
his hands on him, that he might re-
ceive his sight.”

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I
have heard from many about this
man, how much evil he did to your
saints at Jerusalem. 14 Here he has
authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on your name.”

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go
your way, for he is my chosen vessel
to bear my name before the nations
and kings, and the children of Israel.
16 For I will show him how many
things he must suffer for my name’s
sake.”

17 Ananias departed and entered
into the house. Laying his hands on
him, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord,
who appeared to you on the road by
which you came, has sentme that you
may receive your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately
something like scales fell from his
eyes, and he received his sight. He
arose and was baptized. 19 He took
food and was strengthened.

Saul stayed several days with the
disciples who were at Damascus.
20 Immediately in the synagogues he
proclaimed the Christ, that he is the
Son of God. 21All who heard himwere
amazed, and said, “Isn’t this he who
in Jerusalem made havoc of those
who called on this name? And he had
come here intending to bring them
bound before the chief priests!”

22 But Saul increased more in
strength, and confounded the Jews
who lived at Damascus, proving that
this is the Christ. 23When many days
were fulfilled, the Jews conspired
together to kill him, 24 but their plot
became known to Saul. Theywatched
the gates bothday andnight that they
might kill him, 25 but his disciples
took him by night and let him down
through the wall, lowering him in a
basket.

26 When Saul had come to
Jerusalem, he tried to join himself
to the disciples; but they were all
afraid of him, not believing that he
was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took
him and brought him to the apostles,
and declared to them how he had
seen the Lord on the way, and that
he had spoken to him, and how at
Damascus he had preached boldly
in the name of Jesus. 28 He was
with them entering into§ Jerusalem,
29preaching boldly in the name of the
Lord Jesus.* He spoke and disputed
against the Hellenists,† but theywere

* 9:5 TR adds “It’s hard for you to kick against the cattle prods.” † 9:6 TR omits “But” ‡ 9:11
or, Judas § 9:28 TR and NU add “and going out” * 9:29 TR and NU omit “Jesus” and reverse the
order of verses 28 & 29. † 9:29 The Hellenists were Hebrews who used Greek language and culture.
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seeking to kill him. 30 When the
brothers‡ knew it, they brought him
down to Caesarea and sent him off to
Tarsus.

31 So the assemblies throughout all
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace
and were built up. They were multi-
plied, walking in the fear of the Lord
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

32 As Peter went throughout all
those parts, he came down also to the
saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There
he found a certain man named Ae-
neas, who had been bedridden for
eight years because hewas paralyzed.
34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus
Christ heals you. Get up and make
your bed!” Immediately he arose.
35 All who lived at Lydda and in
Sharon saw him, and they turned to
the Lord.

36 Now there was at Joppa a cer-
tain disciple named Tabitha, which
when translated means Dorcas.§ This
woman was full of good works and
acts of mercy which she did. 37 In
those days, she became sick and died.
When they had washed her, they laid
her in an upper room. 38 As Lydda
was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing
that Peter was there, sent two men*
to him, imploring him not to delay
in coming to them. 39 Peter got up
and went with them. When he had
come, they brought him into the up-
per room. All the widows stood by
him weeping, and showing the tunics
and other garments which Dorcas
had made while she was with them.
40 Peter sent them all out, and knelt
down and prayed. Turning to the
body, he said, “Tabitha, get up!” She
opened her eyes, and when she saw
Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his
hand and raised her up. Calling the
saints and widows, he presented her
alive. 42This became known through-

out all Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. 43 He stayed many days in
Joppa with a tanner named Simon.

10
1 Now there was a certain man in

Caesarea, Cornelius by name, a cen-
turion of what was called the Italian
Regiment, 2 a devout man, and one
who feared God with all his house,
who gave gifts for the needy gen-
erously to the people, and always
prayed to God. 3 At about the ninth
hour of the day,* he clearly saw in a
vision an angel of God coming to him
and saying to him, “Cornelius!”

4He, fastening his eyes on him and
being frightened, said, “What is it,
Lord?”

He said to him, “Your prayers and
your gifts to the needy have gone up
for a memorial before God. 5 Now
send men to Joppa, and get Simon,
who is also called Peter. 6 He is
staying with a tanner named Simon,
whose house is by the seaside.†

7 When the angel who spoke to
him had departed, Cornelius called
two of his household servants and a
devout soldier of thosewhowaited on
him continually. 8 Having explained
everything to them, he sent them to
Joppa.

9Now on the next day as they were
on their journey and got close to the
city, Peter went up on the housetop
to pray at about noon. 10 He became
hungry and desired to eat, but while
they were preparing, he fell into a
trance. 11 He saw heaven opened
and a certain container descending to
him, like a great sheet let down by
four corners on the earth, 12 in which
were all kinds of four-footed animals
of the earth, wild animals, reptiles,
and birds of the sky. 13 A voice came
to him, “Rise, Peter, kill and eat!”

‡ 9:30 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 9:36 “Dorcas” is Greek for “Gazelle.” * 9:38 Reading from
NU, TR; MT omits “two men” * 10:3 3:00 p.m. † 10:6 TR adds “This one will tell you what it is
necessary for you to do.”
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14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for

I have never eaten anything that is
common or unclean.”

15 A voice came to him again the
second time, “What God has cleansed,
you must not call unclean.” 16 This
was done three times, and immedi-
ately the thing was received up into
heaven.

17 Now while Peter was very per-
plexed in himself what the vision
which he had seen might mean, be-
hold, the men who were sent by Cor-
nelius, having made inquiry for Si-
mon’s house, stood before the gate,
18 and called and asked whether Si-
mon, who was also called Peter, was
lodging there. 19 While Peter was
pondering the vision, the Spirit said
to him, “Behold, three‡men seek you.
20 But arise, get down, and go with
them, doubting nothing; for I have
sent them.”

21Peter went down to themen, and
said, “Behold, I amhewhomyou seek.
Why have you come?”

22 They said, “Cornelius, a centu-
rion, a righteous man and one who
fears God, and well spoken of by all
the nation of the Jews, was directed
by a holy angel to invite you to his
house, and to listen to what you say.”
23So he called them in and provided a
place to stay.

On the next day Peter arose and
went out with them, and some of
the brothers from Joppa accompa-
nied him. 24 On the next day they
entered into Caesarea. Cornelius
was waiting for them, having called
together his relatives and his near
friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cor-
nelius met him, fell down at his feet,
and worshiped him. 26 But Peter
raised him up, saying, “Stand up! I
myself am also a man.” 27 As he
talkedwith him, hewent in and found
many gathered together. 28 He said
to them, “You yourselves know how
it is an unlawful thing for a man who

is a Jew to join himself or come to
one of another nation, but God has
shown me that I shouldn’t call any
man unholy or unclean. 29 Therefore
I also came without complaint when I
was sent for. I ask therefore, why did
you send for me?”

30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago, I
was fasting until this hour; and at the
ninth hour,§ I prayed in my house,
and behold, a man stood before me in
bright clothing 31and said, ‘Cornelius,
your prayer is heard, and your gifts
to the needy are remembered in the
sight of God. 32 Send therefore to
Joppa and summon Simon, who is
also called Peter. He is staying in the
house of a tanner named Simon, by
the seaside. When he comes, he will
speak to you.’ 33 Therefore I sent to
you at once, and it was good of you to
come. Now therefore we are all here
present in the sight of God to hear
all things that have been commanded
you by God.”

34Peter opened hismouth and said,
“Truly I perceive that God doesn’t
show favoritism; 35 but in every na-
tion he who fears him and works
righteousness is acceptable to him.
36 The word which he sent to the
children of Israel, preaching good
news of peace by Jesus Christ —he
is Lord of all — 37 you yourselves
knowwhat happened, whichwas pro-
claimed throughout all Judea, begin-
ning from Galilee, after the baptism
which John preached; 38 how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit andwith power, whowent
about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. 39 We are witnesses of
everything he did both in the country
of the Jews and in Jerusalem; whom
they also* killed, hanging him on
a tree. 40 God raised him up the
third day and gave him to be re-
vealed, 41 not to all the people, but
to witnesses who were chosen before

‡ 10:19 Reading from TR and NU. MT omits “three” § 10:30 3:00 p.m. * 10:39 TR omits “also”
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by God, to us, who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead.
42He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that this is he
who is appointed by God as the Judge
of the living and the dead. 43 All
the prophets testify about him, that
through his name everyone who be-
lieves in himwill receive remission of
sins.”

44 While Peter was still speaking
these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all
those who heard the word. 45They of
the circumcision who believed were
amazed, as many as came with Peter,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was
also poured out on the Gentiles. 46For
they heard them speaking in other
languages and magnifying God.

Then Peter answered, 47 “Can any-
one forbid these people from being
baptized with water? They have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit just like us.”
48 He commanded them to be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked him to stay some
days.

11
1 Now the apostles and the broth-

ers* who were in Judea heard that
the Gentiles had also received the
word of God. 2When Peter had come
up to Jerusalem, those who were
of the circumcision contended with
him, 3 saying, “You went in to uncir-
cumcised men and ate with them!”

4 But Peter began, and explained
to them in order, saying, 5 “I was
in the city of Joppa praying, and in
a trance I saw a vision: a certain
container descending, like it was a
great sheet let down from heaven by
four corners. It came as far as me.
6 When I had looked intently at it, I
considered, and saw the four-footed
animals of the earth, wild animals,
creeping things, and birds of the sky.
7 I also heard a voice saying to me,
‘Rise, Peter, kill and eat!’ 8 But I

said, ‘Not so, Lord, for nothing unholy
or unclean has ever entered into my
mouth.’ 9 But a voice answered me
the second time out of heaven, ‘What
God has cleansed, don’t you call un-
clean.’ 10 This was done three times,
and all were drawn up again into
heaven. 11Behold, immediately three
men stood before the house where I
was, having been sent from Caesarea
tome. 12The Spirit toldme to go with
them without discriminating. These
six brothers also accompanied me,
and we entered into the man’s house.
13He told us how he had seen the an-
gel standing in his house and saying
to him, ‘Send to Joppa and get Simon,
who is called Peter, 14who will speak
to you words by which you will be
saved, you and all your house.’ 15As I
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on
them, even as on us at the beginning.
16 I remembered the word of the Lord,
how he said, ‘John indeed baptized
in water, but you will be baptized in
the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave
to them the same gift as us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who
was I, that I could withstand God?”

18 When they heard these things,
they held their peace and glorified
God, saying, “Then God has also
granted to the Gentiles repentance to
life!”

19 They therefore who were scat-
tered abroad by the oppression that
arose about Stephen traveled as far
as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except
to Jews only. 20 But there were some
of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
who, when they had come to Antioch,
spoke to the Hellenists,† preaching
the Lord Jesus. 21 The hand of the
Lordwaswith them, and a great num-
ber believed and turned to the Lord.
22 The report concerning them came
to the ears of the assembly which was
in Jerusalem. They sent out Barnabas

* 11:1 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 11:20 A Hellenist is someone who keeps Greek customs and
culture.
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to go as far as Antioch, 23 who, when
he had come, and had seen the grace
of God, was glad. He exhorted them
all, that with purpose of heart they
should remain near to the Lord. 24For
he was a good man, and full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith, and many
people were added to the Lord.

25 Barnabas went out to Tarsus to
look for Saul. 26 When he had found
him, he brought him to Antioch. For
a whole year they were gathered to-
gether with the assembly, and taught
many people. The disciples were first
called Christians in Antioch.

27 Now in these days, prophets
came down from Jerusalem to Anti-
och. 28 One of them named Agabus
stood up and indicated by the Spirit
that there should be a great famine all
over the world, which also happened
in the days of Claudius. 29 As any of
the disciples had plenty, each deter-
mined to send relief to the brothers
who lived in Judea; 30which they also
did, sending it to the elders by the
hands of Barnabas and Saul.

12
1Now about that time, King Herod

stretched out his hands to oppress
some of the assembly. 2 He killed
James, the brother of John, with the
sword. 3When he saw that it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter
also. This was during the days of
unleavened bread. 4When he had ar-
rested him, he put him in prison and
delivered him to four squads of four
soldiers each to guard him, intend-
ing to bring him out to the people
after the Passover. 5 Peter therefore
was kept in the prison, but constant
prayer was made by the assembly to
God for him. 6 The same night when
Herod was about to bring him out,
Peter was sleeping between two sol-
diers, bound with two chains. Guards
in front of the door kept the prison.

7 And behold, an angel of the Lord
stood by him, and a light shone in
the cell. He struck Peter on the side
and woke him up, saying, “Stand up

quickly!” His chains fell off his hands.
8 The angel said to him, “Get dressed
and put on your sandals.” He did so.
He said to him, “Put on your cloak and
follow me.” 9 And he went out and
followed him. He didn’t know that
what was being done by the angel
was real, but thought he saw a vision.
10 When they were past the first and
the second guard, they came to the
iron gate that leads into the city,
which opened to them by itself. They
went out and went down one street,
and immediately the angel departed
from him.

11When Peter had come to himself,
he said, “Now I truly know that the
Lord has sent out his angel and deliv-
eredme out of the hand of Herod, and
from everything the Jewish people
were expecting.” 12 Thinking about
that, he came to the house of Mary,
the mother of John who was called
Mark, where many were gathered to-
gether and were praying. 13 When
Peter knocked at the door of the gate,
a servant girl named Rhoda came to
answer. 14 When she recognized Pe-
ter’s voice, she didn’t open the gate
for joy, but ran in and reported that
Peter was standing in front of the
gate.

15They said to her, “You are crazy!”
But she insisted that it was so. They
said, “It is his angel.” 16 But Pe-
ter continued knocking. When they
had opened, they saw him and were
amazed. 17But he, beckoning to them
with his hand to be silent, declared to
them how the Lord had brought him
out of the prison. He said, “Tell these
things to James and to the brothers.”
Then he departed and went to an-
other place.

18 Now as soon as it was day, there
was no small stir among the soldiers
about what had become of Peter.
19 When Herod had sought for him
and didn’t find him, he examined the
guards, then commanded that they
should be put to death. Hewent down



Acts 12:20 150 Acts 13:21
from Judea to Caesarea, and stayed
there.

20 Now Herod was very angry with
the people of Tyre and Sidon. They
came with one accord to him and,
having made Blastus, the king’s per-
sonal aide, their friend, they asked
for peace, because their country de-
pended on the king’s country for
food. 21 On an appointed day, Herod
dressed himself in royal clothing, sat
on the throne, and gave a speech to
them. 22 The people shouted, “The
voice of a god, and not of a man!”
23 Immediately an angel of the Lord
struck him, because he didn’t give
God the glory. Then he was eaten by
worms and died.

24 But the word of God grew and
multiplied. 25 Barnabas and Saul
returned to* Jerusalem when they
had fulfilled their service, also taking
with them John who was called Mark.

13
1 Now in the assembly that was at

Antioch there were some prophets
and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who
was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manaen the foster brother of Herod
the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they
served the Lord and fasted, the Holy
Spirit said, “Separate Barnabas and
Saul for me, for the work to which I
have called them.”

3 Then, when they had fasted and
prayed and laid their hands on them,
they sent them away. 4 So, being
sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went
down to Seleucia. From there they
sailed to Cyprus. 5When they were at
Salamis, they proclaimed God’s word
in the Jewish synagogues. They also
had John as their attendant. 6 When
they had gone through the island
to Paphos, they found a certain sor-
cerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose
name was Bar Jesus, 7 who was with
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man

of understanding. This man sum-
monedBarnabas and Saul, and sought
to hear the word of God. 8 But Ely-
mas the sorcerer (for so is his name
by interpretation) withstood them,
seeking to turn the proconsul away
from the faith. 9 But Saul, who is
also called Paul, filled with the Holy
Spirit, fastened his eyes on him 10 and
said, “You son of the devil, full of all
deceit and all cunning, you enemy of
all righteousness, will you not cease
to pervert the right ways of the Lord?
11 Now, behold, the hand of the Lord
is on you, and you will be blind, not
seeing the sun for a season!”

Immediately a mist and darkness
fell on him. He went around seeking
someone to lead him by the hand.
12 Then the proconsul, when he saw
whatwas done, believed, being aston-
ished at the teaching of the Lord.

13 Now Paul and his company set
sail fromPaphos and came to Perga in
Pamphylia. John departed from them
and returned to Jerusalem. 14 But
they, passing on from Perga, came to
Antioch of Pisidia. Theywent into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day and
sat down. 15 After the reading of the
law and the prophets, the rulers of
the synagogue sent to them, saying,
“Brothers, if you have any word of
exhortation for the people, speak.”

16 Paul stood up, and gesturing
withhis hand said, “Menof Israel, and
you who fear God, listen. 17 The God
of this people* chose our fathers, and
exalted the people when they stayed
as aliens in the land of Egypt, and
with an uplifted arm, he led them
out of it. 18 For a period of about
forty years he put up with them in
the wilderness. 19 When he had de-
stroyed seven nations in the land of
Canaan, he gave them their land for
an inheritance for about four hun-
dred fifty years. 20After these things,
he gave them judges until Samuel the
prophet. 21 Afterward they asked for

* 12:25 TR reads “from” instead of “to” * 13:17 TR, NU add “Israel”
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a king, and God gave to them Saul
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of
Benjamin, for forty years. 22When he
had removed him, he raised up David
to be their king, to whom he also
testified, ‘I have found David the son
of Jesse, a man after my heart, who
will do all my will.’ 23From this man’s
offspring, God has brought salvation†
to Israel according to his promise,
24 before his coming, when John had
first preached the baptism of repen-
tance to Israel.‡ 25 As John was ful-
filling his course, he said, ‘What do
you suppose that I am? I am not he.
But behold, one comes after me, the
sandals of whose feet I am not worthy
to untie.’

26 “Brothers, children of the stock
of Abraham, and those among you
who fear God, the word of this salva-
tion is sent out to you. 27 For those
who dwell in Jerusalem, and their
rulers, because they didn’t know him,
nor the voices of the prophets which
are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them
by condemning him. 28 Though
they found no cause for death, they
still asked Pilate to have him killed.
29 When they had fulfilled all things
that were written about him, they
took him down from the tree and laid
him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him
from the dead, 31 and he was seen
for many days by those who came up
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem,
who are his witnesses to the people.
32 We bring you good news of the
promise made to the fathers, 33 that
God has fulfilled this to us, their chil-
dren, in that he raised up Jesus. As it
is also written in the second psalm,
‘You are my Son.

Today I have become your fa-
ther.’✡

34 “Concerning that he raised him
up from the dead, now no more to
return to corruption, he has spoken

thus: ‘I will give you the holy and sure
blessings of David.’✡ 35 Therefore he
says also in another psalm, ‘You will
not allow your Holy One to see de-
cay.’✡ 36 For David, after he had in his
own generation served the counsel of
God, fell asleep, was laid with his fa-
thers, and saw decay. 37But he whom
God raised up saw no decay. 38 Be
it known to you therefore, brothers,§
that through this man is proclaimed
to you remission of sins; 39 and by
him everyone who believes is justi-
fied from all things, from which you
could not be justified by the law of
Moses. 40 Beware therefore, lest that
come on you which is spoken in the
prophets:
41 ‘Behold, you scoffers!

Wonder and perish,
for I work a work in your days,
a work which you will in no way

believe, if one declares it to
you.’ ” ✡

42 So when the Jews went out of
the synagogue, the Gentiles begged
that these words might be preached
to them the next Sabbath. 43 Now
when the synagogue broke up, many
of the Jews and of the devout pros-
elytes followed Paul and Barnabas;
who, speaking to them, urged them to
continue in the grace of God.

44 The next Sabbath, almost the
whole city was gathered together to
hear the word of God. 45 But when
the Jews saw the multitudes, they
were filled with jealousy, and contra-
dicted the things which were spoken
by Paul, and blasphemed.

46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out
boldly, and said, “It was necessary
that God’s word should be spoken to
you first. Since indeed you thrust
it from yourselves, and judge your-
selves unworthy of eternal life, be-

† 13:23 TR, NU read “a Savior, Jesus” instead of “salvation” ‡ 13:24 TR, NU read “to all the people
of Israel” instead of “to Israel” ✡ 13:33 Psalm 2:7 ✡ 13:34 Isaiah 55:3 ✡ 13:35 Psalm 16:10
§ 13:38 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 13:41 Habakkuk 1:5
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hold, we turn to the Gentiles. 47For so
has the Lord commanded us, saying,
‘I have set you as a light for the Gen-

tiles,
that you should bring salvation

to the uttermost parts of the
earth.’ ” ✡

48 As the Gentiles heard this, they
were glad and glorified the word of
God. As many as were appointed to
eternal life believed. 49 The Lord’s
word was spread abroad throughout
all the region. 50 But the Jews stirred
up the devout and prominent women
and the chief men of the city, and
stirred up a persecution against Paul
and Barnabas, and threw them out of
their borders. 51 But they shook off
the dust of their feet against them,
and came to Iconium. 52The disciples
were filled with joy and with the Holy
Spirit.

14
1 In Iconium, they entered together

into the synagogue of the Jews, and
so spoke that a great multitude both
of Jews and of Greeks believed. 2 But
the disbelieving* Jews stirred up and
embittered the souls of the Gentiles
against the brothers. 3Therefore they
stayed there a long time, speaking
boldly in the Lord, who testified to
the word of his grace, granting signs
and wonders to be done by their
hands. 4 But the multitude of the city
was divided. Part sided with the Jews
and part with the apostles. 5 When
some of both the Gentiles and the
Jews, with their rulers,made a violent
attempt to mistreat and stone them,
6 they became aware of it and fled to
the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra, Derbe,
and the surrounding region. 7 There
they preached the Good News.

8 At Lystra a certain man sat, im-
potent in his feet, a cripple from
his mother’s womb, who never had
walked. 9 He was listening to Paul
speaking, who, fastening eyes on him

and seeing that he had faith to be
made whole, 10 said with a loud voice,
“Stand upright on your feet!” He
leaped up and walked. 11 When the
multitude saw what Paul had done,
they lifted up their voice, saying in
the language of Lycaonia, “The gods
have come down to us in the likeness
of men!” 12 They called Barnabas
“Jupiter”, and Paul “Mercury”, be-
cause he was the chief speaker. 13The
priest of Jupiter, whose temple was
in front of their city, brought oxen
and garlands to the gates, and would
have made a sacrifice along with the
multitudes.

14 But when the apostles, Barnabas
and Paul, heard of it, they tore their
clothes and sprang into the multi-
tude, crying out, 15“Men, why are you
doing these things? We also are men
of the same nature as you, and bring
you good news, that you should turn
from these vain things to the living
God, whomade the sky, the earth, the
sea, and all that is in them; 16 who in
the generations gone by allowed all
the nations towalk in their ownways.
17Yet he didn’t leave himself without
witness, in that he did good and gave
you† rains from the sky and fruitful
seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness.”

18 Even saying these things, they
hardly stopped the multitudes from
making a sacrifice to them. 19 But
some Jews from Antioch and Iconium
came there, and having persuaded
the multitudes, they stoned Paul and
dragged him out of the city, suppos-
ing that he was dead.

20But as the disciples stood around
him, he rose up, and entered into the
city. On the next day he went out
with Barnabas to Derbe.

21 When they had preached the
Good News to that city and had
made many disciples, they returned
to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

✡ 13:47 Isaiah 49:6 * 14:2 or, disobedient † 14:17 TR reads “us” instead of “you”
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22 strengthening the souls of the dis-
ciples, exhorting them to continue
in the faith, and that through many
afflictions we must enter into God’s
Kingdom. 23 When they had ap-
pointed elders for them in every as-
sembly, and had prayed with fasting,
they commended them to the Lord on
whom they had believed.

24 They passed through Pisidia and
came to Pamphylia. 25 When they
had spoken the word in Perga, they
went down to Attalia. 26 From there
they sailed to Antioch, from where
theyhadbeen committed to the grace
of God for the work which they had
fulfilled. 27 When they had arrived
and had gathered the assembly to-
gether, they reported all the things
that God had done with them, and
that he had opened a door of faith to
the nations. 28They stayed therewith
the disciples for a long time.

15
1Somemen came down from Judea

and taught the brothers,* “Unless
you are circumcised after the cus-
tom of Moses, you can’t be saved.”
2 Therefore when Paul and Barnabas
had no small discord and discus-
sion with them, they appointed Paul,
Barnabas, and some others of them
to go up to Jerusalem to the apos-
tles and elders about this question.
3 They, being sent on their way by
the assembly, passed through both
Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring the
conversion of the Gentiles. They
caused great joy to all the brothers.
4 When they had come to Jerusalem,
they were received by the assembly
and the apostles and the elders, and
they reported everything that God
had done with them.

5 But some of the sect of the Phar-
isees who believed rose up, saying, “It
is necessary to circumcise them, and

to command them to keep the law of
Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders were
gathered together to see about this
matter. 7 When there had been
much discussion, Peter rose up and
said to them, “Brothers, you know
that a good while ago God made a
choice among you that by my mouth
the nations should hear the word of
the Good News and believe. 8 God,
who knows the heart, testified about
them, giving them the Holy Spirit,
just like he did to us. 9 He made
no distinction between us and them,
cleansing their hearts by faith. 10Now
thereforewhy do you tempt God, that
you should put a yoke on the neck
of the disciples which neither our fa-
thers nor we were able to bear? 11But
we believe that we are saved through
the grace of the Lord Jesus,† just as
they are.”

12 All the multitude kept silence,
and they listened to Barnabas and
Paul reporting what signs and won-
ders God had done among the nations
through them. 13 After they were
silent, James answered, “Brothers,
listen to me. 14 Simeon has reported
how God first visited the nations to
take out of them a people for his
name. 15 This agrees with the words
of the prophets. As it is written,
16 ‘After these things I will return.
I will again build the tabernacle of

David, which has fallen.
I will again build its ruins.
I will set it up 17 that the rest of men

may seek after the Lord:
all the Gentiles who are called by my

name,
says the Lord, who does all these

things.’✡
18 “All of God’s works are known

to him from eternity. 19 Therefore
my judgment is that we don’t trouble
those from among the Gentiles who
turn to God, 20 but that we write to

* 15:1 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 15:11 TR adds “Christ” ✡ 15:17 Amos 9:11-12



Acts 15:21 154 Acts 16:6
them that they abstain from the pol-
lution of idols, from sexual immoral-
ity, from what is strangled, and from
blood. 21 For Moses from generations
of old has in every city those who
preach him, being read in the syna-
gogues every Sabbath.”

22Then it seemed good to the apos-
tles and the elders, with the whole
assembly, to choose men out of their
company, and send them to Anti-
och with Paul and Barnabas: Judas
called Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men
among the brothers.‡ 23 They wrote
these things by their hand:

“The apostles, the elders, and the
brothers, to the brothers who are of
the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and
Cilicia: greetings. 24 Because we have
heard that some who went out from
us have troubled you with words, un-
settling your souls, saying, ‘You must
be circumcised and keep the law,’
to whom we gave no commandment;
25 it seemed good to us, having come
to one accord, to choose out men and
send them to you with our beloved
Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have
risked their lives for the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have
sent therefore Judas and Silas, who
themselves will also tell you the same
things by word of mouth. 28 For it
seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and
to us, to lay no greater burden on you
than these necessary things: 29 that
you abstain from things sacrificed to
idols, from blood, from things stran-
gled, and from sexual immorality,
from which if you keep yourselves, it
will be well with you. Farewell.”

30So, when theywere sent off, they
came to Antioch. Having gathered
the multitude together, they deliv-
ered the letter. 31 When they had
read it, they rejoiced over the en-
couragement. 32 Judas and Silas, also
being prophets themselves, encour-
aged the brothers with many words

and strengthened them. 33After they
had spent some time there, they were
dismissed in peace from the brothers
to the apostles. 34 § 35 But Paul and
Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching
and preaching the word of the Lord,
with many others also.

36 After some days Paul said to
Barnabas, “Let’s return now and visit
our brothers in every city inwhichwe
proclaimed the word of the Lord, to
see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas
planned to take John, who was called
Mark, with them also. 38 But Paul
didn’t think that it was a good idea
to take with them someone who had
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia,
and didn’t go with them to do the
work. 39 Then the contention grew
so sharp that they separated from
each other. Barnabas took Mark with
him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but
Paul chose Silas and went out, being
commended by the brothers to the
grace of God. 41 He went through
Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the
assemblies.

16
1He came to Derbe and Lystra; and

behold, a certain disciple was there,
named Timothy, the son of a Jewess
who believed, but his father was a
Greek. 2 The brothers who were at
Lystra and Iconium gave a good tes-
timony about him. 3 Paul wanted to
have him go out with him, and he
took and circumcised him because of
the Jews who were in those parts, for
they all knew that his father was a
Greek. 4 As they went on their way
through the cities, they delivered the
decrees to them to keep which had
been ordained by the apostles and
elderswhowere at Jerusalem. 5So the
assemblies were strengthened in the
faith, and increased in number daily.

6When they had gone through the
region of Phrygia and Galatia, they

‡ 15:22 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 15:34 Some manuscripts add: But it seemed good to Silas to
stay there.
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were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia. 7 When they
had come opposite Mysia, they tried
to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit
didn’t allow them. 8Passing byMysia,
they came down to Troas. 9 A vision
appeared to Paul in the night. There
was a man of Macedonia standing,
begging him and saying, “Come over
intoMacedonia andhelp us.” 10When
he had seen the vision, immediately
we sought to go out to Macedonia,
concluding that the Lord had called
us to preach the Good News to them.
11 Setting sail therefore from Troas,
wemade a straight course to Samoth-
race, and the day following to Neapo-
lis; 12 and from there to Philippi,
which is a city ofMacedonia, the fore-
most of the district, a Roman colony.
We were staying some days in this
city.

13On the Sabbath day we went out-
side of the city by a riverside, where
we supposed there was a place of
prayer, and we sat down and spoke to
the women who had come together.
14 A certain woman named Lydia, a
seller of purple, of the city of Thy-
atira, one who worshiped God, heard
us. The Lord opened her heart to
listen to the things which were spo-
ken by Paul. 15 When she and her
household were baptized, she begged
us, saying, “If you have judged me to
be faithful to the Lord, come into my
house and stay.” So she persuaded us.

16 As we were going to prayer, a
certain girl having a spirit of divina-
tion met us, who brought her mas-
ters much gain by fortune telling.
17 Following Paul and us, she cried
out, “These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to us a
way of salvation!” 18 She was doing
this for many days.

But Paul, becoming greatly an-
noyed, turned and said to the spirit,
“I command you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her!” It came
out that very hour. 19 But when her

masters saw that the hope of their
gain was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the mar-
ketplace before the rulers. 20 When
they had brought them to the magis-
trates, they said, “These men, being
Jews, are agitating our city 21 and ad-
vocate customs which it is not lawful
for us to accept or to observe, being
Romans.”

22 The multitude rose up together
against them and the magistrates
tore their clothes from them, then
commanded them to be beaten with
rods. 23 When they had laid many
stripes on them, they threw them
into prison, charging the jailer to
keep them safely. 24 Having received
such a command, he threw them into
the inner prison and secured their
feet in the stocks.

25 But about midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God, and the prisoners were listen-
ing to them. 26 Suddenly there was
a great earthquake, so that the foun-
dations of the prison were shaken;
and immediately all the doors were
opened, and everyone’s bonds were
loosened. 27 The jailer, being roused
out of sleep and seeing the prison
doors open, drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, supposing that
the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul
criedwith a loud voice, saying, “Don’t
harm yourself, for we are all here!”

29He called for lights, sprang in, fell
down trembling before Paul and Silas,
30 brought them out, and said, “Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?”

31 They said, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved,
you and your household.” 32 They
spoke the word of the Lord to him,
and to all who were in his house.

33 He took them the same hour of
the night and washed their stripes,
and was immediately baptized, he
and all his household. 34 He brought
them up into his house and set food
before them, and rejoiced greatly
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with all his household, having be-
lieved in God.

35 But when it was day, the magis-
trates sent the sergeants, saying, “Let
those men go.”

36 The jailer reported these words
to Paul, saying, “The magistrates
have sent to let you go; now therefore
come out and go in peace.”

37 But Paul said to them, “They
have beaten us publicly without a
trial, men who are Romans, and have
cast us into prison! Do they now re-
lease us secretly? No, most certainly,
but let them come themselves and
bring us out!”

38 The sergeants reported these
words to the magistrates, and they
were afraid when they heard that
they were Romans, 39 and they came
and begged them. When they had
brought them out, they asked them
to depart from the city. 40 They went
out of the prison and entered into
Lydia’s house. When they had seen
the brothers, they encouraged them,
then departed.

17
1 Now when they had passed

through Amphipolis and Apollonia,
they came to Thessalonica, where
there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 Paul,
as was his custom, went in to them;
and for three Sabbath days reasoned
with them from the Scriptures,
3 explaining and demonstrating that
the Christ had to suffer and rise again
from the dead, and saying, “This
Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the
Christ.”

4 Some of them were persuaded
and joined Paul and Silas: of the de-
vout Greeks a great multitude, and
not a few of the chief women. 5 But
the unpersuaded Jews took along*
some wicked men from the market-
place and gathering a crowd, set the

city in an uproar. Assaulting the
house of Jason, they sought to bring
them out to the people. 6When they
didn’t find them, they dragged Ja-
son and certain brothers† before the
rulers of the city, crying, “These who
have turned the world upside down
have come here also, 7 whom Jason
has received. These all act contrary
to the decrees of Caesar, saying that
there is another king, Jesus!” 8 The
multitude and the rulers of the city
were troubled when they heard these
things. 9 When they had taken secu-
rity from Jason and the rest, they let
them go.

10 The brothers immediately sent
Paul and Silas away by night to
Beroea. When they arrived, they
went into the Jewish synagogue.

11Now these were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness
of mind, examining the Scriptures
daily to see whether these things
were so. 12 Many of them therefore
believed; also of the prominent Greek
women, and not a few men. 13 But
when the Jews of Thessalonica had
knowledge that the word of God was
proclaimed by Paul at Beroea also,
they came there likewise, agitating
the multitudes. 14 Then the brothers
immediately sent out Paul to go as far
as to the sea, and Silas and Timothy
still stayed there. 15 But those who
escorted Paul brought him as far as
Athens. Receiving a commandment
to Silas and Timothy that they should
come to him very quickly, they de-
parted.

16 Now while Paul waited for them
at Athens, his spirit was provoked
within him as he saw the city full
of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the
synagogue with the Jews and the de-
vout persons, and in the marketplace
every day with those who met him.

* 17:5 TR reads “And the Jews who were unpersuaded, becoming envious and taking along” instead of
“But the unpersuaded Jews took along” † 17:6 The word for “brothers” here and where the context
allows may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 17:18 TR omits “also”
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18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers also‡ were conversing
with him. Some said, “What does this
babbler want to say?”

Others said, “He seems to be ad-
vocating foreign deities,” because he
preached Jesus and the resurrection.

19 They took hold of him and
brought him to the Areopagus, say-
ing, “May we know what this new
teaching is, which you are speak-
ing about? 20 For you bring certain
strange things to our ears. We want
to know therefore what these things
mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and
the strangers living there spent their
time in nothing else, but either to tell
or to hear some new thing.

22 Paul stood in the middle of the
Areopagus and said, “You men of
Athens, I perceive that you are very
religious in all things. 23 For as I
passed along and observed the ob-
jects of your worship, I also found an
altar with this inscription: ‘TO AN
UNKNOWN GOD.’ What therefore you
worship in ignorance, I announce to
you. 24 The God who made the world
and all things in it, he, being Lord
of heaven and earth, doesn’t dwell in
temples made with hands. 25He isn’t
served by men’s hands, as though he
needed anything, seeing he himself
gives to all life and breath and all
things. 26 He made from one blood
every nation of men to dwell on all
the surface of the earth, having de-
termined appointed seasons and the
boundaries of their dwellings, 27 that
they should seek the Lord, if perhaps
theymight reach out for him and find
him, though he is not far from each
one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live,
move, and have our being.’ As some
of your own poets have said, ‘For we
are also his offspring.’ 29 Being then
the offspring of God, we ought not to
think that the Divine Nature is like
gold, or silver, or stone, engraved by
art and design of man. 30The times of
ignorance therefore God overlooked.

But now he commands that all people
everywhere should repent, 31because
he has appointed a day in which he
will judge the world in righteousness
by theman whom he has ordained; of
which he has given assurance to all
men, in that he has raised him from
the dead.”

32Now when they heard of the res-
urrection of the dead, some mocked;
but others said, “We want to hear you
again concerning this.”

33 Thus Paul went out from among
them. 34 But certain men joined with
him and believed, including Diony-
sius the Areopagite, and a woman
named Damaris, and others with
them.

18
1 After these things Paul departed

from Athens and came to Corinth.
2 He found a certain Jew named
Aquila, a man of Pontus by race, who
had recently come from Italy with his
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had
commanded all the Jews to depart
from Rome. He came to them, 3 and
because he practiced the same trade,
he lived with them and worked, for
by trade they were tent makers. 4He
reasoned in the synagogue every Sab-
bath and persuaded Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came
down fromMacedonia, Paul was com-
pelled by the Spirit, testifying to the
Jews that Jesuswas the Christ. 6When
they opposed him and blasphemed,
he shook out his clothing and said to
them, “Your blood be on your own
heads! I am clean. Fromnowon, I will
go to the Gentiles!”

7 He departed there and went into
thehouse of a certainmannamed Jus-
tus, one who worshiped God, whose
house was next door to the syna-
gogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler of the syn-
agogue, believed in the Lord with all
his house. Many of the Corinthians,
when they heard, believed and were
baptized. 9 The Lord said to Paul in
the night by a vision, “Don’t be afraid,
but speak and don’t be silent; 10 for I
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am with you, and no one will attack
you to harm you, for I have many
people in this city.”

11 He lived there a year and six
months, teaching the word of God
among them. 12 But when Gallio
was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews
with one accord rose up against Paul
and brought himbefore the judgment
seat, 13 saying, “This man persuades
men to worship God contrary to the
law.”

14But when Paul was about to open
his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If
indeed it were a matter of wrong or
of wicked crime, you Jews, it would
be reasonable that I should bear with
you; 15but if they are questions about
words and names and your own law,
look to it yourselves. For I don’t want
to be a judge of these matters.” 16 So
he drove them from the judgment
seat.

17 Then all the Greeks seized Sos-
thenes, the ruler of the synagogue,
and beat him before the judgment
seat. Gallio didn’t care about any of
these things.

18 Paul, having stayed after this
many more days, took his leave of
the brothers,* and sailed from there
for Syria, together with Priscilla and
Aquila. He shaved his head in
Cenchreae, for he had a vow. 19 He
came to Ephesus, and he left them
there; but he himself entered into
the synagogue and reasoned with the
Jews. 20When they asked him to stay
with them a longer time, he declined;
21 but taking his leave of them, he
said, “I must by all means keep this
coming feast in Jerusalem, but I will
return again to you if God wills.”
Then he set sail from Ephesus.

22When he had landed at Caesarea,
he went up and greeted the assembly,
and went down to Antioch. 23Having
spent some time there, he departed

and went through the region of Gala-
tia and Phrygia, in order, establish-
ing all the disciples. 24 Now a cer-
tain Jew named Apollos, an Alexan-
drian by race, an eloquent man, came
to Ephesus. He was mighty in the
Scriptures. 25 This man had been
instructed in the way of the Lord;
and being fervent in spirit, he spoke
and taught accurately the things con-
cerning Jesus, although he knew only
the baptism of John. 26 He began to
speak boldly in the synagogue. But
when Priscilla and Aquila heard him,
they took him aside, and explained to
him the way of God more accurately.

27When he had determined to pass
over into Achaia, the brothers en-
couraged him; and wrote to the dis-
ciples to receive him. When he had
come, he greatly helped those who
had believed through grace; 28 for he
powerfully refuted the Jews, publicly
showing by the Scriptures that Jesus
was the Christ.

19
1 While Apollos was at Corinth,

Paul, having passed through the up-
per country, came to Ephesus and
found certain disciples. 2 He said to
them, “Did you receive theHoly Spirit
when you believed?”

They said to him, “No, we haven’t
even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.”

3He said, “Into what then were you
baptized?”

They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4 Paul said, “John indeed baptized

with the baptism of repentance, say-
ing to the people that they should
believe in the one who would come
after him, that is, in Christ Jesus.”*

5 When they heard this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Je-
sus. 6WhenPaul had laid his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came on them
and they spoke with other languages

* 18:18 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 19:4 NU omits Christ.
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and prophesied. 7 They were about
twelve men in all.

8 He entered into the synagogue
and spoke boldly for a period of three
months, reasoning and persuading
about the things concerning God’s
Kingdom.

9 But when some were hardened
and disobedient, speaking evil of
the Way before the multitude, he
departed from them and separated
the disciples, reasoning daily in the
school of Tyrannus. 10This continued
for two years, so that all those who
lived in Asia heard the word of the
Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.

11 God worked special miracles by
the hands of Paul, 12 so that even
handkerchiefs or aprons were carried
away from his body to the sick, and
the diseases departed from them, and
the evil spirits went out. 13 But some
of the itinerant Jews, exorcists, took
on themselves to invoke over those
who had the evil spirits the name of
the Lord Jesus, saying, “We adjure
you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.”
14Therewere seven sons of one Sceva,
a Jewish chief priest, who did this.

15 The evil spirit answered, “Jesus
I know, and Paul I know, but who
are you?” 16 The man in whom the
evil spirit was leaped on them, over-
powered them, and prevailed against
them, so that they fled out of that
house naked and wounded. 17 This
became known to all, both Jews and
Greeks, who lived at Ephesus. Fear
fell on them all, and the name of the
Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 Many
also of those who had believed came,
confessing and declaring their deeds.
19Many of those who practiced magi-
cal arts brought their books together
and burned them in the sight of all.
They counted their price, and found
it to be fifty thousand pieces of sil-
ver.† 20 So the word of the Lord was
growing and becoming mighty.

21 Now after these things had
ended, Paul determined in the
Spirit, when he had passed through
Macedonia and Achaia, to go to
Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been
there, I must also see Rome.”

22Having sent into Macedonia two
of those who served him, Timothy
and Erastus, he himself stayed in
Asia for a while. 23 About that
time there arose no small disturbance
concerning the Way. 24 For a cer-
tain man named Demetrius, a sil-
versmith who made silver shrines of
Artemis, brought no little business to
the craftsmen, 25 whom he gathered
together with the workmen of like
occupation, and said, “Sirs, you know
that by this business we have our
wealth. 26You see andhear that not at
Ephesus alone, but almost through-
out all Asia, this Paul has persuaded
and turned away many people, say-
ing that they are no gods that are
made with hands. 27Not only is there
danger that this our trade come into
disrepute, but also that the temple
of the great goddess Artemis will be
counted as nothing and her majesty
destroyed, whom all Asia and the
world worships.”

28When they heard this they were
filled with anger, and cried out, say-
ing, “Great is Artemis of the Eph-
esians!” 29 The whole city was filled
with confusion, and they rushed with
one accord into the theater, having
seized Gaius and Aristarchus, men
of Macedonia, Paul’s companions in
travel. 30When Paul wanted to enter
in to the people, the disciples didn’t
allow him. 31 Certain also of the
Asiarchs, being his friends, sent to
him and begged him not to venture
into the theater. 32 Some therefore
cried one thing, and some another,
for the assembly was in confusion.
Most of them didn’t know why they
had come together. 33 They brought

† 19:19 The 50,000 pieces of silver here probably referred to 50,000 drachmas. If so, the value of the
burned books was equivalent to about 160 man-years of wages for agricultural laborers
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Alexander out of the multitude, the
Jews putting him forward. Alexander
beckoned with his hand, and would
have made a defense to the people.
34 But when they perceived that he
was a Jew, all with one voice for a time
of about twohours cried out, “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!”

35 When the town clerk had qui-
eted themultitude, he said, “Youmen
of Ephesus, what man is there who
doesn’t know that the city of the Eph-
esians is temple keeper of the great
goddess Artemis, and of the image
which fell down from Zeus? 36 Seeing
then that these things can’t be de-
nied, you ought to be quiet and to
do nothing rash. 37 For you have
brought thesemen here, who are nei-
ther robbers of temples nor blasphe-
mers of your goddess. 38 If therefore
Demetrius and the craftsmenwho are
with him have a matter against any-
one, the courts are open and there are
proconsuls. Let them press charges
against one another. 39But if you seek
anything about other matters, it will
be settled in the regular assembly.
40 For indeed we are in danger of be-
ing accused concerning today’s riot,
there being no cause. Concerning
it, we wouldn’t be able to give an
account of this commotion.” 41When
he had thus spoken, he dismissed the
assembly.

20
1After the uproar had ceased, Paul

sent for the disciples, took leave
of them, and departed to go into
Macedonia. 2 When he had gone
through those parts and had encour-
aged themwithmanywords, he came
into Greece. 3 When he had spent
three months there, and a plot was
made against him by Jews as he was
about to set sail for Syria, he deter-
mined to return through Macedonia.
4 These accompanied him as far as
Asia: Sopater of Beroea, Aristarchus
and Secundus of the Thessalonians,

Gaius of Derbe, Timothy, and Tychi-
cus and Trophimus of Asia. 5 But
these had gone ahead, and were wait-
ing for us at Troas. 6 We sailed away
from Philippi after the days of Un-
leavened Bread, and came to them at
Troas in five days, where we stayed
seven days.

7On the first day of the week, when
the disciples were gathered together
to break bread, Paul talkedwith them,
intending to depart on the next day;
and continued his speech until mid-
night. 8Thereweremany lights in the
upper roomwherewe*were gathered
together. 9 A certain young man
named Eutychus sat in the window,
weighed down with deep sleep. As
Paul spoke still longer, being weighed
down by his sleep, he fell down from
the third floor andwas taken up dead.
10 Paul went down and fell upon him,
and embracing him said, “Don’t be
troubled, for his life is in him.”

11 When he had gone up, had bro-
ken bread and eaten, and had talked
with them a long while, even until
break of day, he departed. 12 They
brought the boy in alive, and were
greatly comforted.

13 But we, going ahead to the ship,
set sail for Assos, intending to take
Paul aboard there; for he had so ar-
ranged, intending himself to go by
land. 14When he met us at Assos, we
took him aboard and came to Mity-
lene. 15 Sailing from there, we came
the following day opposite Chios. The
next day we touched at Samos and
stayed at Trogyllium, and the day
after we came to Miletus. 16 For
Paul had determined to sail past Eph-
esus, that he might not have to spend
time in Asia; for he was hastening,
if it were possible for him, to be in
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.

17 From Miletus he sent to Eph-
esus and called to himself the elders
of the assembly. 18 When they had
come to him, he said to them, “You

* 20:8 TR reads “they” instead of “we”
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yourselves know, from the first day
that I set foot in Asia, how I was with
you all the time, 19 serving the Lord
with all humility, with many tears,
and with trials which happened to
me by the plots of the Jews; 20 how
I didn’t shrink from declaring to you
anything that was profitable, teach-
ing you publicly and from house to
house, 21 testifying both to Jews and
to Greeks repentance toward God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus.† 22Now,
behold, I go bound by the Spirit to
Jerusalem, not knowing what will
happen to me there; 23 except that
the Holy Spirit testifies in every city,
saying that bonds and afflictions wait
for me. 24 But these things don’t
count; nor do I hold my life dear to
myself, so that I may finish my race
with joy, and the ministry which I
received from the Lord Jesus, to fully
testify to the Good News of the grace
of God.

25“Now, behold, I know that you all,
among whom I went about preaching
God’s Kingdom, will see my face no
more. 26 Therefore I testify to you
today that I am clean from the blood
of all men, 27 for I didn’t shrink from
declaring to you the whole counsel
of God. 28 Take heed, therefore, to
yourselves and to all the flock, in
which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to shepherd the assembly
of the Lord and‡ God which he pur-
chased with his own blood. 29 For I
know that aftermydeparture, vicious
wolves will enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. 30 Men will arise
from among your own selves, speak-
ing perverse things, to draw away
the disciples after them. 31 Therefore
watch, remembering that for a pe-
riod of three years I didn’t cease to
admonish everyone night and day
with tears. 32 Now, brothers,§ I en-
trust you to God and to the word

of his grace, which is able to build
up and to give you the inheritance
among all those who are sanctified.
33 I coveted no one’s silver, gold, or
clothing. 34You yourselves know that
these hands served my necessities,
and those who were with me. 35 In all
things I gave you an example, that so
laboring you ought to help the weak,
and to remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, that he himself said, ‘It is
more blessed to give than to receive.’”

36 When he had spoken these
things, he knelt down and prayed
with them all. 37 They all wept freely,
and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him,
38 sorrowingmost of all because of the
word which he had spoken, that they
should see his face no more. Then
they accompanied him to the ship.

21
1Whenwehad departed from them

and had set sail, we came with a
straight course to Cos, and the next
day to Rhodes, and from there to
Patara. 2Having found a ship crossing
over to Phoenicia, we went aboard
and set sail. 3 When we had come in
sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left
hand, we sailed to Syria and landed at
Tyre, for the ship was there to unload
her cargo. 4 Having found disciples,
we stayed there seven days. These
said to Paul through the Spirit that
he should not go up to Jerusalem.
5 When those days were over, we
departed and went on our journey.
They all, with wives and children,
brought us on our way until we were
out of the city. Kneeling down on
the beach, we prayed. 6 After saying
goodbye to each other, we went on
board the ship, and they returned
home again.

7When we had finished the voyage
from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais.
We greeted the brothers and stayed
with them one day. 8 On the next

† 20:21 TR adds “Christ” ‡ 20:28 TR, NU omit “the Lord and” § 20:32 The word for “brothers”
here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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day, we who were Paul’s companions
departed and came to Caesarea.

We entered into the house of Philip
the evangelist, who was one of the
seven, and stayed with him. 9 Now
this man had four virgin daugh-
ters who prophesied. 10 As we
stayed there some days, a certain
prophet named Agabus came down
from Judea. 11 Coming to us and
taking Paul’s belt, he bound his own
feet and hands, and said, “The Holy
Spirit says: ‘So the Jews at Jerusalem
will bind the man who owns this belt,
and will deliver him into the hands of
the Gentiles.’ ”

12 When we heard these things,
both we and the people of that place
begged himnot to go up to Jerusalem.
13 Then Paul answered, “What are
you doing, weeping and breaking my
heart? For I am ready not only to be
bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus.”

14 When he would not be per-
suaded, we ceased, saying, “The
Lord’s will be done.”

15 After these days we took up our
baggage and went up to Jerusalem.
16Some of the disciples fromCaesarea
also went with us, bringing one Mna-
son of Cyprus, an early disciple, with
whom we would stay.

17Whenwe had come to Jerusalem,
the brothers received us gladly.
18 The day following, Paul went in
with us to James; and all the elders
were present. 19When he had greeted
them, he reported one by one the
things which God had worked among
the Gentiles through his ministry.
20 They, when they heard it, glorified
God. They said to him, “You see,
brother, how many thousands there
are among the Jews of thosewhohave
believed, and they are all zealous for
the law. 21 They have been informed
about you, that you teach all the
Jews who are among the Gentiles to
forsake Moses, telling them not to
circumcise their children and not to
walk after the customs. 22What then?

The assembly must certainly meet,
for theywill hear that you have come.
23 Therefore do what we tell you.
We have four men who have taken a
vow. 24Take them and purify yourself
with them, and pay their expenses
for them, that they may shave their
heads. Then allwill know that there is
no truth in the things that they have
been informed about you, but that
you yourself also walk keeping the
law. 25 But concerning the Gentiles
who believe, we have written our
decision that they should observe no
such thing, except that they should
keep themselves from food offered
to idols, from blood, from strangled
things, and from sexual immorality.”

26Then Paul took the men, and the
next day purified himself and went
with them into the temple, declaring
the fulfillment of the days of purifica-
tion, until the offeringwas offered for
every one of them. 27When the seven
dayswere almost completed, the Jews
from Asia, when they saw him in the
temple, stirred up all the multitude
and laid hands on him, 28 crying out,
“Men of Israel, help! This is the
manwho teaches all men everywhere
against the people, and the law, and
this place. Moreover, he also brought
Greeks into the temple and has de-
filed this holy place!” 29 For they had
seen Trophimus the Ephesian, with
him in the city, and they supposed
that Paul had brought him into the
temple.

30 All the city was moved and
the people ran together. They
seized Paul and dragged him out
of the temple. Immediately the
doors were shut. 31 As they were
trying to kill him, news came up
to the commanding officer of the
regiment that all Jerusalem was in
an uproar. 32 Immediately he took
soldiers and centurions and ran
down to them. They, when they saw
the chief captain and the soldiers,
stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the
commanding officer came near,
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arrested him, commanded him to be
bound with two chains, and inquired
who he was and what he had done.
34 Some shouted one thing and some
another, among the crowd. When he
couldn’t find out the truth because of
the noise, he commanded him to be
brought into the barracks.

35 When he came to the stairs, he
was carried by the soldiers because
of the violence of the crowd; 36 for
the multitude of the people followed
after, crying out, “Away with him!”
37 As Paul was about to be brought
into the barracks, he asked the com-
manding officer, “May I speak to
you?”

He said, “Do you know Greek?
38 Aren’t you then the Egyptian who
before these days stirred up to sedi-
tion and led out into the wilderness
the four thousand men of the Assas-
sins?”

39 But Paul said, “I am a Jew from
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no in-
significant city. I beg you, allow me
to speak to the people.”

40 When he had given him per-
mission, Paul, standing on the stairs,
beckonedwith his hand to the people.
When there was a great silence, he
spoke to them in the Hebrew lan-
guage, saying,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to

the defense which I now make to
you.”

2When they heard that he spoke to
them in the Hebrew language, they
were even more quiet.

He said, 3 “I am indeed a Jew, born
in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up
in this city at the feet of Gamaliel,
instructed according to the strict tra-
dition of the law of our fathers, being
zealous for God, even as you all are
today. 4 I persecuted this Way to the
death, binding and delivering into
prisons both men and women, 5 as
also the highpriest and all the council
of the elders testify, from whom also
I received letters to the brothers, and

traveled to Damascus to bring them
also who were there to Jerusalem in
bonds to be punished.

6 “As I made my journey and came
close to Damascus, about noon sud-
denly a great light shone around me
from the sky. 7 I fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul,
Saul, why are you persecutingme?’ 8 I
answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ He
said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth,
whom you persecute.’

9 “Those who were with me indeed
saw the light and were afraid, but
they didn’t understand the voice of
him who spoke to me. 10 I said, ‘What
shall I do, Lord?’ The Lord said to me,
‘Arise, and go into Damascus. There
youwill be told about all thingswhich
are appointed for you todo.’ 11When I
couldn’t see for the glory of that light,
being led by the hand of those who
were with me, I came into Damascus.

12 “One Ananias, a devout man ac-
cording to the law, well reported of
by all the Jewswho lived in Damascus,
13 came to me, and standing by me
said tome, ‘Brother Saul, receive your
sight!’ In that very hour I looked up
at him. 14 He said, ‘The God of our
fathers has appointed you to knowhis
will, and to see the Righteous One,
and to hear a voice from his mouth.
15 For you will be a witness for him
to all men of what you have seen
and heard. 16 Now why do you wait?
Arise, be baptized, and wash away
your sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.’

17 “When I had returned to
Jerusalem and while I prayed in the
temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw
him saying to me, ‘Hurry and get
out of Jerusalem quickly, because
they will not receive testimony
concerning me from you.’ 19 I said,
‘Lord, they themselves know that
I imprisoned and beat in every
synagogue those who believed in
you. 20 When the blood of Stephen,
your witness, was shed, I also was
standing by, consenting to his death,
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and guarding the cloaks of those who
killed him.’

21 “He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will
send you out far from here to the
Gentiles.’”

22They listened to himuntil he said
that; then they lifted up their voice
and said, “Rid the earth of this fellow,
for he isn’t fit to live!”

23 As they cried out, threw off
their cloaks, and threw dust into
the air, 24 the commanding officer
commanded him to be brought into
the barracks, ordering him to be ex-
amined by scourging, that he might
know for what crime they shouted
against him like that. 25 When they
had tied him up with thongs, Paul
asked the centurion who stood by, “Is
it lawful for you to scourge amanwho
is a Roman, and not found guilty?”

26When the centurion heard it, he
went to the commanding officer and
told him, “Watch what you are about
to do, for this man is a Roman!”

27 The commanding officer came
and asked him, “Tell me, are you a
Roman?”

He said, “Yes.”
28 The commanding officer an-

swered, “I bought my citizenship for
a great price.”

Paul said, “But I was born a Ro-
man.”

29 Immediately those who were
about to examine him departed from
him, and the commandingofficer also
was afraid when he realized that he
was a Roman, because he had bound
him. 30 But on the next day, desir-
ing to know the truth about why he
was accused by the Jews, he freed
him from the bonds and commanded
the chief priests and all the council
to come together, and brought Paul
down and set him before them.

23
1 Paul, looking steadfastly at the

council, said, “Brothers, I have lived
before God in all good conscience un-
til today.”

2 The high priest, Ananias, com-
manded those who stood by him to
strike him on the mouth.

3 Then Paul said to him, “God will
strike you, you whitewashed wall! Do
you sit to judge me according to the
law, and command me to be struck
contrary to the law?”

4Those who stood by said, “Do you
malign God’s high priest?”

5 Paul said, “I didn’t know, broth-
ers, that he was high priest. For it is
written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a
ruler of your people.’ ”✡

6 But when Paul perceived that
the one part were Sadducees and the
other Pharisees, he cried out in the
council, “Men and brothers, I am a
Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. Con-
cerning the hope and resurrection of
the dead I am being judged!”

7 When he had said this, an ar-
gument arose between the Pharisees
and Sadducees, and the crowd was
divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that
there is no resurrection, nor angel,
nor spirit; but the Pharisees confess
all of these. 9 A great clamor arose,
and some of the scribes of the Phar-
isees’ part stood up, and contended,
saying, “We find no evil in this man.
But if a spirit or angel has spoken to
him, let’s not fight against God!”

10 When a great argument arose,
the commanding officer, fearing that
Paul would be torn in pieces by them,
commanded the soldiers to go down
and take him by force from among
themandbringhim into the barracks.

11 The following night, the Lord
stood by him and said, “Cheer up,
Paul, for as you have testified about
me at Jerusalem, so you must testify
also at Rome.”

12 When it was day, some of the
Jews banded together and bound
themselves under a curse, saying that
they would neither eat nor drink un-
til they had killed Paul. 13 There
weremore than forty people who had
made this conspiracy. 14 They came

✡ 23:5 Exodus 22:28



Acts 23:15 165 Acts 24:5
to the chief priests and the elders, and
said, “Wehave boundourselves under
a great curse to taste nothing until
we have killed Paul. 15 Now there-
fore, you with the council inform the
commanding officer that he should
bring him down to you tomorrow, as
though you were going to judge his
case more exactly. We are ready to
kill him before he comes near.”

16But Paul’s sister’s son heard they
were lying in wait, and he came
and entered into the barracks and
told Paul. 17 Paul summoned one of
the centurions and said, “Bring this
young man to the commanding offi-
cer, for he has something to tell him.”

18 So he took him and brought him
to the commanding officer and said,
“Paul, the prisoner, summoned me
and askedme to bring this youngman
to you. He has something to tell you.”

19 The commanding officer took
him by the hand, and going aside,
asked him privately, “What is it that
you have to tell me?”

20 He said, “The Jews have agreed
to ask you to bring Paul down to the
council tomorrow, as though intend-
ing to inquire somewhat more accu-
rately concerning him. 21 Therefore
don’t yield to them, for more than
forty men lie in wait for him, who
have bound themselves under a curse
to neither eat nor drink until they
have killed him. Now they are ready,
looking for the promise from you.”

22 So the commanding officer let
the young man go, charging him,
“Tell no one that you have revealed
these things to me.”

23 He called to himself two of the
centurions, and said, “Prepare two
hundred soldiers to go as far as Cae-
sarea, with seventy horsemen and
two hundredmen armed with spears,
at the third hour of the night.”* 24He
asked them to provide mounts, that
they might set Paul on one, and bring

him safely to Felix the governor. 25He
wrote a letter like this:

26 “Claudius Lysias to the most ex-
cellent governor Felix: Greetings.

27 “This man was seized by the
Jews, and was about to be killed by
them when I came with the soldiers
and rescued him, having learned that
he was a Roman. 28 Desiring to know
the cause why they accused him, I
brought him down to their council.
29 I found him to be accused about
questions of their law, but not to
be charged with anything worthy of
death or of imprisonment. 30 When
I was told that the Jews lay in wait
for the man, I sent him to you im-
mediately, charging his accusers also
to bring their accusations against him
before you. Farewell.”

31 So the soldiers, carrying out
their orders, took Paul and brought
him by night to Antipatris. 32 But on
the next day they left the horsemen
to go with him, and returned to the
barracks. 33 When they came to Cae-
sarea and delivered the letter to the
governor, they also presented Paul
to him. 34 When the governor had
read it, he asked what province he
was from. When he understood that
he was from Cilicia, he said, 35 “I will
hear you fully when your accusers
also arrive.” He commanded that he
be kept in Herod’s palace.

24
1 After five days, the high priest,

Ananias, came down with certain el-
ders and an orator, one Tertullus.
They informed the governor against
Paul. 2When he was called, Tertullus
began to accuse him, saying, “Seeing
that by you we enjoy much peace,
and that prosperity is coming to this
nation by your foresight, 3 we accept
it in all ways and in all places, most
excellent Felix, with all thankfulness.
4 But that I don’t delay you, I entreat
you to bear with us and hear a few
words. 5 For we have found this man

* 23:23 about 9:00 p.m.
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to be a plague, an instigator of insur-
rections among all the Jews through-
out the world, and a ringleader of
the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He even
tried to profane the temple, and we
arrested him.* 7 † 8 ‡By examining
him yourself you may ascertain all
these things ofwhichwe accuse him.”

9The Jews also joined in the attack,
affirming that these things were so.

10 When the governor had beck-
oned to him to speak, Paul answered,
“Because I know that you have been a
judge of this nation for many years, I
cheerfullymakemy defense, 11 seeing
that you can verify that it is not
more than twelve days since I went
up to worship at Jerusalem. 12 In
the temple they didn’t find me dis-
puting with anyone or stirring up a
crowd, either in the synagogues or
in the city. 13 Nor can they prove
to you the things of which they now
accuse me. 14 But this I confess to
you, that according to theWay, which
they call a sect, so I serve the God of
our fathers, believing all thingswhich
are according to the law, and which
are written in the prophets; 15having
hope toward God, which these also
themselves look for, that there will
be a resurrection of the dead, both
of the just and unjust. 16 In this I
also practice always having a con-
science void of offense toward God
and men. 17 Now after some years,
I came to bring gifts for the needy
to my nation, and offerings; 18 amid
which certain Jews from Asia found
me purified in the temple, not with a
mob, nor with turmoil. 19They ought
to have been here before you and to
make accusation if they had anything
against me. 20 Or else let these men
themselves say what injustice they
found in me when I stood before the
council, 21 unless it is for this one
thing that I cried standing among

them, ‘Concerning the resurrection
of the dead I am being judged before
you today!’ ”

22 But Felix, having more exact
knowledge concerning the Way,
deferred them, saying, “When Lysias,
the commanding officer, comes
down, I will decide your case.” 23 He
ordered the centurion that Paul
should be kept in custody and should
have some privileges, and not to
forbid any of his friends to serve him
or to visit him.

24After some days, Felix came with
Drusilla his wife, who was a Jew-
ess, and sent for Paul and heard him
concerning the faith in Christ Jesus.
25 As he reasoned about righteous-
ness, self-control, and the judgment
to come, Felix was terrified, and an-
swered, “Go your way for this time,
and when it is convenient for me,
I will summon you.” 26 Meanwhile,
he also hoped that money would be
given to him by Paul, that he might
release him. Therefore also he sent
for him more often and talked with
him.

27 But when two years were ful-
filled, Felix was succeeded by Porcius
Festus, anddesiring to gain favorwith
the Jews, Felix left Paul in bonds.

25
1 Festus therefore, having come

into the province, after three days
went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea.
2 Then the high priest and the prin-
cipal men of the Jews informed him
against Paul, and they begged him,
3 asking a favor against him, that
he would summon him to Jerusalem,
plotting to kill him on the way.
4 However Festus answered that Paul
should be kept in custody at Caesarea,
and that he himself was about to de-
part shortly. 5 “Let them therefore”,
he said, “that are in power among
you go down with me, and if there is

* 24:6 TR adds “Wewanted to judge him according to our law,” † 24:7 TR adds “but the commanding
officer, Lysias, came by and with great violence took him out of our hands,” ‡ 24:8 TR adds
“commanding his accusers to come to you.”
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anything wrong in the man, let them
accuse him.”

6When he had stayed among them
more than ten days, he went down
to Caesarea, and on the next day he
sat on the judgment seat, and com-
manded Paul to be brought. 7 When
he had come, the Jews who had come
down from Jerusalem stood around
him, bringing against him many and
grievous charges which they could
not prove, 8 while he said in his de-
fense, “Neither against the law of
the Jews, nor against the temple, nor
against Caesar, have I sinned at all.”

9 But Festus, desiring to gain favor
with the Jews, answered Paul and
said, “Are you willing to go up to
Jerusalem and be judged by me there
concerning these things?”

10 But Paul said, “I am standing
before Caesar’s judgment seat, where
I ought to be tried. I have done
no wrong to the Jews, as you also
know very well. 11 For if I have done
wrong and have committed anything
worthy of death, I don’t refuse to die;
but if none of those things is true that
they accuseme of, no one can giveme
up to them. I appeal to Caesar!”

12 Then Festus, when he had con-
ferred with the council, answered,
“You have appealed to Caesar. To
Caesar you shall go.”

13Nowwhen somedays hadpassed,
King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at
Caesarea and greeted Festus. 14As he
stayed there many days, Festus laid
Paul’s case before the king, saying,
“There is a certainman left a prisoner
by Felix; 15 about whom, when I was
at Jerusalem, the chief priests and
the elders of the Jews informed me,
asking for a sentence against him.
16 I answered them that it is not the
custom of the Romans to give up
any man to destruction before the
accused has met the accusers face to
face and has had opportunity tomake
his defense concerning the matter
laid against him. 17 When therefore
they had come together here, I didn’t

delay, but on the next day sat on
the judgment seat and commanded
the man to be brought. 18 When the
accusers stood up, they brought no
charges against him of such things as
I supposed; 19 but had certain ques-
tions against him about their own
religion and about one Jesus, who
was dead, whom Paul affirmed to
be alive. 20 Being perplexed how
to inquire concerning these things,
I asked whether he was willing to
go to Jerusalem and there be judged
concerning these matters. 21 But
when Paul had appealed to be kept
for the decision of the emperor, I
commanded him to be kept until I
could send him to Caesar.”

22 Agrippa said to Festus, “I also
would like to hear the man myself.”

“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall
hear him.”

23So on the next day, whenAgrippa
and Bernice had come with great
pomp, and they had entered into the
place of hearing with the command-
ing officers and the principal men of
the city, at the command of Festus,
Paul was brought in. 24 Festus said,
“King Agrippa, and all men who are
here present with us, you see this
man about whom all the multitude
of the Jews petitioned me, both at
Jerusalem and here, crying that he
ought not to live any longer. 25 But
when I found that he had committed
nothing worthy of death, and as he
himself appealed to the emperor, I
determined to send him, 26 of whom
I have no certain thing to write to my
lord. Therefore I have brought him
out before you, and especially before
you, King Agrippa, that, after exami-
nation Imayhave something towrite.
27 For it seems to me unreasonable, in
sending a prisoner, not to also specify
the charges against him.”

26
1 Agrippa said to Paul, “You may

speak for yourself.”
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Then Paul stretched out his hand,

and made his defense. 2 “I think
myself happy, King Agrippa, that I
am to make my defense before you
today concerning all the things that
I am accused by the Jews, 3 especially
because you are expert in all customs
and questions which are among the
Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me
patiently.

4 “Indeed, all the Jews know my
way of life from my youth up, which
was from the beginning among my
ownnation and at Jerusalem; 5having
known me from the first, if they
are willing to testify, that after the
strictest sect of our religion I lived a
Pharisee. 6 Now I stand here to be
judged for the hope of the promise
made by God to our fathers, 7 which
our twelve tribes, earnestly serving
night and day, hope to attain. Con-
cerning this hope I am accused by the
Jews, King Agrippa! 8Why is it judged
incredible with you if God does raise
the dead?

9 “I myself most certainly thought
that I ought to do many things
contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. 10 I also did this in
Jerusalem. I both shut up many of
the saints in prisons, having received
authority from the chief priests; and
when they were put to death I gave
my vote against them. 11 Punishing
them often in all the synagogues, I
tried tomake them blaspheme. Being
exceedingly enraged against them,
I persecuted them even to foreign
cities.

12 “Whereupon as I traveled to
Damascus with the authority and
commission from the chief priests,
13 at noon, O king, I saw on the way
a light from the sky, brighter than
the sun, shining aroundme and those
who traveled with me. 14 When we
had all fallen to the earth, I heard
a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me? It is hard for you to

kick against the goads.’
15 “I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
“He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are

persecuting. 16 But arise, and stand
on your feet, for I have appeared to
you for this purpose: to appoint you
a servant and a witness both of the
things which you have seen and of
the things which I will reveal to you;
17delivering you from the people and
from the Gentiles, to whom I send
you, 18 to open their eyes, that they
may turn from darkness to light and
from the power of Satan to God, that
they may receive remission of sins
and an inheritance among those who
are sanctified by faith in me.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was
not disobedient to the heavenly
vision, 20 but declared first to them
of Damascus, at Jerusalem, and
throughout all the country of Judea,
and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, doing
works worthy of repentance. 21 For
this reason the Jews seized me in
the temple and tried to kill me.
22Having therefore obtained the help
that is from God, I stand to this day
testifying both to small and great,
saying nothing butwhat the prophets
and Moses said would happen, 23how
the Christ must suffer, and how,
by the resurrection of the dead, he
would be first to proclaim light both
to these people and to the Gentiles.”

24 As he thus made his defense,
Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul,
you are crazy! Your great learning is
driving you insane!”

25But he said, “I am not crazy, most
excellent Festus, but boldly declare
words of truth and reasonableness.
26 For the king knows of these things,
to whom also I speak freely. For
I am persuaded that none of these
things is hidden fromhim, for this has
not been done in a corner. 27 King
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?
I know that you believe.”
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28Agrippa said to Paul, “With a lit-

tle persuasion are you trying to make
me a Christian?”

29 Paul said, “I pray to God, that
whether with little or with much, not
only you, but also all that hear me
today, might become such as I am,
except for these bonds.”

30The king rose up with the gover-
nor and Bernice, and those who sat
with them. 31 When they had with-
drawn, they spoke to one another,
saying, “This man does nothing wor-
thy of death or of bonds.” 32 Agrippa
said to Festus, “This man might have
been set free if he had not appealed to
Caesar.”

27
1 When it was determined that we

should sail for Italy, they delivered
Paul and certain other prisoners to
a centurion named Julius, of the Au-
gustan band. 2 Embarking in a ship
of Adramyttium, which was about to
sail to places on the coast of Asia,
we put to sea, Aristarchus, a Mace-
donian of Thessalonica being with us.
3 The next day, we touched at Sidon.
Julius treated Paul kindly and gave
him permission to go to his friends
and refresh himself. 4 Putting to sea
from there, we sailed under the lee
of Cyprus, because the winds were
contrary. 5Whenwe had sailed across
the sea which is off Cilicia and Pam-
phylia, we came to Myra, a city of
Lycia. 6 There the centurion found
a ship of Alexandria sailing for Italy,
and he put us on board. 7 When we
had sailed slowly many days, and had
come with difficulty opposite Cnidus,
the wind not allowing us further, we
sailed under the lee of Crete, opposite
Salmone. 8 With difficulty sailing
along it we came to a certain place
called Fair Havens, near the city of
Lasea.

9When much time had passed and
the voyage was now dangerous be-
cause the Fast had now already gone

by, Paul admonished them 10 and said
to them, “Sirs, I perceive that the voy-
age will be with injury andmuch loss,
not only of the cargo and the ship, but
also of our lives.” 11But the centurion
gave more heed to the master and to
the owner of the ship than to those
things which were spoken by Paul.
12Because the haven was not suitable
to winter in, the majority advised
going to sea from there, if by any
means they could reach Phoenix and
winter there, which is a port of Crete,
looking southwest and northwest.

13When the southwind blew softly,
supposing that they had obtained
their purpose, they weighed anchor
and sailed along Crete, close to shore.
14 But before long, a stormy wind
beat down from shore, which is called
Euroclydon.* 15 When the ship was
caught and couldn’t face thewind, we
gave way to it and were driven along.
16 Running under the lee of a small
island called Clauda, we were able,
with difficulty, to secure the boat.
17 After they had hoisted it up, they
used cables to help reinforce the ship.
Fearing that they would run aground
on the Syrtis sand bars, they lowered
the sea anchor, and so were driven
along. 18 As we labored exceedingly
with the storm, the next day they be-
gan to throw things overboard. 19 On
the third day, they threw out the
ship’s tackle with their own hands.
20 When neither sun nor stars shone
on us for many days, and no small
storm pressed on us, all hope that we
would be saved was now taken away.

21 When they had been long with-
out food, Paul stood up in the middle
of them and said, “Sirs, you should
have listened to me, and not have
set sail from Crete and have gotten
this injury and loss. 22 Now I exhort
you to cheer up, for there will be no
loss of life among you, but only of
the ship. 23 For there stood by me
this night an angel, belonging to the

* 27:14 Or, “a northeaster”.
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God whose I am and whom I serve,
24 saying, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul. You
must stand before Caesar. Behold,
Godhas granted you all thosewho sail
with you.’ 25Therefore, sirs, cheer up!
For I believe God, that it will be just
as it has been spoken to me. 26 But
we must run aground on a certain
island.”

27 But when the fourteenth night
had come, as we were driven back
and forth in the Adriatic Sea, about
midnight the sailors surmised that
they were drawing near to some land.
28 They took soundings and found
twenty fathoms.† After a little while,
they took soundings again, and found
fifteen fathoms.‡ 29 Fearing that we
would run aground on rocky ground,
they let go four anchors from the
stern, and wished for daylight. 30 As
the sailors were trying to flee out of
the ship and had lowered the boat
into the sea, pretending that they
would lay out anchors from the bow,
31 Paul said to the centurion and to
the soldiers, “Unless these stay in the
ship, you can’t be saved.” 32 Then
the soldiers cut away the ropes of the
boat and let it fall off.

33 While the day was coming on,
Paul begged them all to take some
food, saying, “Today is the four-
teenth day that you wait and con-
tinue fasting, having taken nothing.
34 Therefore I beg you to take some
food, for this is for your safety; for
not a hair will perish from any of
your heads.” 35 When he had said
this and had taken bread, he gave
thanks to God in the presence of all;
then he broke it and began to eat.
36 Then they all cheered up, and they
also took food. 37 In all, we were
two hundred seventy-six souls on the
ship. 38When they had eaten enough,
they lightened the ship, throwing out
the wheat into the sea. 39When it was
day, they didn’t recognize the land,

but they noticed a certain bay with
a beach, and they decided to try to
drive the ship onto it. 40 Casting off
the anchors, they left them in the sea,
at the same time untying the rudder
ropes. Hoisting up the foresail to the
wind, they made for the beach. 41But
coming to a placewhere two seasmet,
they ran the vessel aground. The bow
struck and remained immovable, but
the stern began to break up by the
violence of the waves.

42 The soldiers’ counsel was to
kill the prisoners, so that none of
them would swim out and escape.
43 But the centurion, desiring to save
Paul, stopped them from their pur-
pose, and commanded that thosewho
could swim should throw themselves
overboard first to go toward the land;
44 and the rest should follow, some on
planks and someonother things from
the ship. So they all escaped safely to
the land.

28
1Whenwe had escaped, then they*

learned that the island was called
Malta. 2 The natives showed us un-
common kindness; for they kindled
a fire and received us all, because of
the present rain and because of the
cold. 3 But when Paul had gathered
a bundle of sticks and laid them on
the fire, a viper came out because of
the heat and fastened on his hand.
4 When the natives saw the creature
hanging from his hand, they said to
one another, “No doubt this man is
a murderer, whom, though he has
escaped from the sea, yet Justice has
not allowed to live.” 5 However he
shook off the creature into the fire,
and wasn’t harmed. 6 But they ex-
pected that he would have swollen
or fallen down dead suddenly, but
when they watched for a long time
and saw nothing bad happen to him,
they changed their minds and said
that he was a god.

† 27:28 20 fathoms = 120 feet = 36.6 meters ‡ 27:28 15 fathoms = 90 feet = 27.4 meters * 28:1
NU reads “we”
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7 Now in the neighborhood of that

place were lands belonging to the
chief man of the island, named Pub-
lius, who received us and courteously
entertained us for three days. 8 The
father of Publius lay sick of fever and
dysentery. Paul entered in to him,
prayed, and laying his hands on him,
healed him. 9 Then when this was
done, the rest also who had diseases
in the island came and were cured.
10 They also honored us with many
honors; and when we sailed, they put
on board the things that we needed.

11 After three months, we set sail
in a ship of Alexandria which had
wintered in the island, whose fig-
urehead was “The Twin Brothers.”
12 Touching at Syracuse, we stayed
there three days. 13 From there
we circled around and arrived at
Rhegium. After one day, a south wind
sprang up, and on the second day we
came to Puteoli, 14 where we found
brothers,† and were entreated to stay
with them for seven days. Sowe came
to Rome. 15 From there the broth-
ers, when they heard of us, came
to meet us as far as The Market of
Appius and The Three Taverns. When
Paul saw them, he thanked God and
took courage. 16 When we entered
into Rome, the centurion delivered
the prisoners to the captain of the
guard, but Paul was allowed to stay by
himself with the soldier who guarded
him.

17 After three days Paul called to-
gether those who were the leaders of
the Jews. When they had come to-
gether, he said to them, “I, brothers,
though I had done nothing against
the people or the customs of our
fathers, still was delivered prisoner
from Jerusalem into the hands of the
Romans, 18 who, when they had ex-
amined me, desired to set me free,
because there was no cause of death
in me. 19 But when the Jews spoke
against it, I was constrained to appeal

to Caesar, not that I had anything
about which to accuse my nation.
20 For this cause therefore I asked to
see you and to speak with you. For
because of the hope of Israel I am
bound with this chain.”

21 They said to him, “We neither
received letters from Judea concern-
ing you, nor did any of the brothers
come here and report or speak any
evil of you. 22 But we desire to hear
from you what you think. For, as
concerning this sect, it is known to us
that everywhere it is spoken against.”

23 When they had appointed him
a day, many people came to him at
his lodging. He explained to them,
testifying about God’s Kingdom, and
persuading them concerning Jesus,
both from the law of Moses and
from the prophets, frommorning un-
til evening. 24 Some believed the
things which were spoken, and some
disbelieved. 25 When they didn’t
agree among themselves, they de-
parted after Paul had spoken one
message: “The Holy Spirit spoke
rightly through Isaiah the prophet to
our fathers, 26 saying,
‘Go to this people and say,
in hearing, you will hear,

but will in no way understand.
In seeing, you will see,

but will in no way perceive.
27 For this people’s heart has grown

callous.
Their ears are dull of hearing.
Their eyes they have closed.

Lest they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and would turn again,
then I would heal them.’✡

28 “Be it known therefore to you
that the salvation of God is sent to the
nations, and they will listen.”

† 28:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 28:27 Isaiah 6:9-10 ‡ 28:29 NU omits verse 29.
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29 When he had said these words,

the Jews departed, having a great
dispute among themselves.‡

30 Paul stayed two whole years in
his own rented house and received all
whowere coming tohim, 31preaching
God’s Kingdom and teaching the
things concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ with all boldness, without
hindrance.
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Paul’s Letter to theRomans
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,*

called to be an apostle, set apart
for the Good News of God, 2 which
he promised before through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3 concerning his Son, who was born
of the offspring† of David according
to the flesh, 4 who was declared
to be the Son of God with power
according to the Spirit of holiness, by
the resurrection from the dead, Jesus
Christ our Lord, 5 through whom
we received grace and apostleship
for obedience of faith among all the
nations for his name’s sake; 6 among
whom you are also called to belong to
Jesus Christ; 7 to all who are in Rome,
beloved of God, called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you, that your
faith is proclaimed throughout the
whole world. 9 For God is my wit-
ness, whom I serve in my spirit in the
Good News of his Son, how unceas-
ingly I make mention of you always
in my prayers, 10 requesting, if by any
means now at last I may be prospered
by the will of God to come to you.
11 For I long to see you, that I may
impart to you some spiritual gift, to
the end that you may be established;
12 that is, that I with you may be
encouraged in you, each of us by the
other’s faith, both yours and mine.

13 Now I don’t desire to have
you unaware, brothers, that I often
planned to come to you (and was hin-
dered so far), that I might have some
fruit among you also, even as among
the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am debtor
both to Greeks and to foreigners, both
to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So as
much as is inme, I am eager to preach

the Good News to you also who are in
Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the
Good News of Christ, because it is
the power of God for salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew
first, and also for theGreek. 17For in it
is revealed God’s righteousness from
faith to faith. As it is written, “But the
righteous shall live by faith.”✡

18 For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men who
suppress the truth in unrighteous-
ness, 19 because that which is known
of God is revealed in them, for God
revealed it to them. 20 For the invis-
ible things of him since the creation
of the world are clearly seen, being
perceived through the things that are
made, even his everlasting power and
divinity, that they may be without
excuse. 21Because knowing God, they
didn’t glorify him as God, and didn’t
give thanks, but became vain in their
reasoning, and their senseless heart
was darkened.

22Professing themselves to bewise,
they became fools, 23 and traded
the glory of the incorruptible God
for the likeness of an image of cor-
ruptible man, and of birds, four-
footed animals, and creeping things.
24Therefore God also gave them up in
the lusts of their hearts to unclean-
ness, that their bodies should be dis-
honored among themselves; 25 who
exchanged the truth of God for a lie,
and worshiped and served the crea-
ture rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen.

26 For this reason, God gave
them up to vile passions. For
their women changed the natural
function into that which is against
nature. 27 Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural function of
the woman, burned in their lust
toward one another, men doing
what is inappropriate with men,
and receiving in themselves the due

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:3 or, seed ✡ 1:17 Habakkuk 2:4
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penalty of their error. 28 Even as
they refused to have God in their
knowledge, God gave them up to a
reprobate mind, to do those things
which are not fitting; 29 being filled
with all unrighteousness, sexual
immorality, wickedness, covetous-
ness, malice; full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit, evil habits, secret
slanderers, 30 backbiters, hateful to
God, insolent, arrogant, boastful,
inventors of evil things, disobedient
to parents, 31without understanding,
covenant breakers, without natural
affection, unforgiving, unmerciful;
32 who, knowing the ordinance of
God, that those who practice such
things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but also approve of those
who practice them.

2
1Therefore you arewithout excuse,

O man, whoever you are who judge.
For in that which you judge another,
you condemn yourself. For you who
judge practice the same things. 2 We
know that the judgment of God is
according to truth against those who
practice such things. 3 Do you think
this, O man who judges those who
practice such things, anddo the same,
that you will escape the judgment
of God? 4 Or do you despise the
riches of his goodness, forbearance,
and patience, not knowing that the
goodness of God leads you to repen-
tance? 5 But according to your hard-
ness and unrepentant heart you are
treasuring up for yourself wrath in
the day of wrath, revelation, and of
the righteous judgment of God, 6who
“will pay back to everyone according
to their works:”✡ 7 to those who
by perseverance in well-doing seek
for glory, honor, and incorruptibil-
ity, eternal life; 8 but to those who
are self-seeking and don’t obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness, will
be wrath, indignation, 9 oppression,

and anguish on every soul of man
who does evil, to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.

10 But glory, honor, and peace go
to every man who does good, to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek. 11 For
there is no partiality with God. 12 For
as many as have sinned without the
law will also perish without the law.
Asmany as have sinned under the law
will be judged by the law. 13 For it
isn’t the hearers of the law who are
righteous before God, but the doers
of the law will be justified 14 (for
when Gentiles who don’t have the
law do by nature the things of the
law, these, not having the law, are
a law to themselves, 15 in that they
show the work of the law written in
their hearts, their conscience testi-
fying with them, and their thoughts
among themselves accusing or else
excusing them) 16 in the day when
God will judge the secrets of men,
according to my Good News, by Jesus
Christ.

17 Indeed you bear the name of a
Jew, rest on the law, glory in God,
18 know his will, and approve the
things that are excellent, being in-
structed out of the law, 19and are con-
fident that you yourself are a guide
of the blind, a light to those who
are in darkness, 20 a corrector of the
foolish, a teacher of babies, having in
the law the form of knowledge and of
the truth. 21You therefore who teach
another, don’t you teach yourself?
You who preach that a man shouldn’t
steal, do you steal? 22 You who say
a man shouldn’t commit adultery, do
you commit adultery? Youwho abhor
idols, do you rob temples? 23You who
glory in the law, do you dishonor God
by disobeying the law? 24 For “the
name of God is blasphemed among
the Gentiles because of you,” ✡ just
as it is written. 25 For circumcision
indeed profits, if you are a doer of
the law, but if you are a transgres-

✡ 2:6 Psalm 62:12; Proverbs 24:12 ✡ 2:24 Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22
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sor of the law, your circumcision has
become uncircumcision. 26 If there-
fore the uncircumcised keep the or-
dinances of the law, won’t his uncir-
cumcision be accounted as circumci-
sion? 27 Won’t those who are phys-
ically uncircumcised, but fulfill the
law, judge you, who with the letter
and circumcision are a transgressor
of the law? 28 For he is not a Jew
who is one outwardly, neither is that
circumcision which is outward in the
flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one
inwardly, and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the spirit, not in the
letter; whose praise is not from men,
but from God.

3
1 Then what advantage does the

Jew have? Or what is the profit of
circumcision? 2 Much in every way!
Because first of all, they were en-
trusted with the revelations of God.
3Forwhat if somewerewithout faith?
Will their lack of faith nullify the
faithfulness of God? 4May it never be!
Yes, let God be found true, but every
man a liar. As it is written,
“that you might be justified in your

words,
and might prevail when you

come into judgment.”✡
5 But if our unrighteousness com-

mends the righteousness of God,
what will we say? Is God unrighteous
who inflicts wrath? I speak like men
do. 6 May it never be! For then how
will God judge the world? 7 For if the
truth of God throughmy lie abounded
to his glory, why am I also still judged
as a sinner? 8 Why not (as we are
slanderously reported, and as some
affirm thatwe say), “Let’s do evil, that
good may come?” Those who say so
are justly condemned.

9 What then? Are we better than
they? No, in no way. For we previ-
ously warned both Jews and Greeks

that they are all under sin. 10 As it is
written,
“There is no one righteous;

no, not one.
11 There is no one who understands.

There is no one who seeks after
God.

12 They have all turned away.
They have together become un-

profitable.
There is no one who does good,

no, not so much as one.”✡
13 “Their throat is an open tomb.

With their tongues they have
used deceit.”✡

“The poison of vipers is under their
lips.”✡

14 “Their mouth is full of cursing
and bitterness.”✡

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood.
16 Destruction and misery are in

their ways.
17Theway of peace, they haven’t

known.”✡
18“There is no fear of God before their

eyes.”✡
19 Now we know that whatever

things the law says, it speaks to
those who are under the law, that
every mouth may be closed, and all
the world may be brought under the
judgment of God. 20 Because by the
works of the law, no flesh will be
justified in his sight; for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now apart from the law, a
righteousness of God has been re-
vealed, being testified by the law and
the prophets; 22 even the righteous-
ness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ to all and on all those who
believe. For there is no distinction,
23 for all have sinned, and fall short
of the glory of God; 24 being justi-
fied freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25 whom God sent to be an atoning
sacrifice* through faith in his blood,

✡ 3:4 Psalm 51:4 ✡ 3:12 Psalm 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ecclesiastes 7:20 ✡ 3:13 Psalm 5:9 ✡ 3:13
Psalm 140:3 ✡ 3:14 Psalm 10:7 ✡ 3:17 Isaiah 59:7-8 ✡ 3:18 Psalm 36:1 * 3:25 or, a
propitiation
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for a demonstration of his righteous-
ness through the passing over of
prior sins, in God’s forbearance; 26 to
demonstrate his righteousness at this
present time, that he might himself
be just and the justifier of him who
has faith in Jesus.

27 Where then is the boasting? It
is excluded. By what kind of law?
Of works? No, but by a law of faith.
28 We maintain therefore that a man
is justified by faith apart from the
works of the law. 29 Or is God the
God of Jews only? Isn’t he the God
of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also,
30 since indeed there is one God who
will justify the circumcised by faith
and the uncircumcised through faith.

31 Do we then nullify the law
through faith? May it never be! No,
we establish the law.

4
1 What then will we say that Abra-

ham, our forefather, has found ac-
cording to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham
was justified by works, he has some-
thing to boast about, but not toward
God. 3 For what does the Scripture
say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was accounted to him for righteous-
ness.”✡ 4 Now to him who works,
the reward is not counted as grace,
but as something owed. 5 But to him
who doesn’t work, but believes in him
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
accounted for righteousness. 6 Even
as David also pronounces blessing on
the man to whom God counts righ-
teousness apart from works:
7 “Blessed are they whose iniquities

are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.

8 Blessed is the man whom the Lord
will by no means charge with
sin.” ✡

9 Is this blessing then pronounced
only on the circumcised, or on the
uncircumcised also? For we say that
faith was accounted to Abraham for

righteousness. 10 How then was it
counted? When he was in circumci-
sion, or in uncircumcision? Not in
circumcision, but in uncircumcision.
11 He received the sign of circumci-
sion, a seal of the righteousness of
the faith which he had while he was
in uncircumcision, that he might be
the father of all those who believe,
though they might be in uncircum-
cision, that righteousness might also
be accounted to them. 12 He is the
father of circumcision to those who
not only are of the circumcision, but
who also walk in the steps of that
faith of our father Abraham, which he
had in uncircumcision.

13 For the promise to Abraham and
to his offspring that he would be
heir of the world wasn’t through the
law, but through the righteousness
of faith. 14 For if those who are of
the law are heirs, faith is made void,
and the promise is made of no effect.
15 For the law produces wrath; for
where there is no law, neither is there
disobedience.

16 For this cause it is of faith, that it
may be according to grace, to the end
that the promise may be sure to all
the offspring, not to that only which
is of the law, but to that also which
is of the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all. 17 As it is written,
“I have made you a father of many
nations.”✡ This is in the presence
of him whom he believed: God, who
gives life to the dead, and calls the
things that are not, as though they
were. 18 Against hope, Abraham in
hope believed, to the end that he
might become a father of many na-
tions, according to that which had
been spoken, “So will your offspring
be.”✡ 19 Without being weakened
in faith, he didn’t consider his own
body, already having been worn out,
(he being about a hundred years old),
and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.
20 Yet, looking to the promise of God,
he didn’t waver through unbelief,

✡ 4:3 Genesis 15:6 ✡ 4:8 Psalm 32:1-2 ✡ 4:17 Genesis 17:5 ✡ 4:18 Genesis 15:5
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but grew strong through faith, giving
glory to God, 21 and being fully as-
sured that what he had promised, he
was also able to perform. 22Therefore
it also was “credited to him for righ-
teousness.”✡ 23 Now it was not writ-
ten that it was accounted to him for
his sake alone, 24 but for our sake
also, to whom it will be accounted,
who believe in him who raised Jesus
our Lord from the dead, 25 who was
delivered up for our trespasses, and
was raised for our justification.

5
1 Being therefore justified by faith,

we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ; 2 through whomwe
also have our access by faith into this
grace in which we stand. We rejoice
in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only
this, but we also rejoice in our suf-
ferings, knowing that suffering pro-
duces perseverance; 4 and persever-
ance, proven character; and proven
character, hope; 5 and hope doesn’t
disappoint us, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

6 For while we were yet weak, at
the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die
for a righteous man. Yet perhaps for
a good person someone would even
dare to die. 8 But God commends his
own love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, being now jus-
tified by his blood, we will be saved
from God’s wrath through him. 10 For
if while we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God through the death
of his Son, much more, being recon-
ciled, we will be saved by his life.

11 Not only so, but we also rejoice
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whomwe have now received
the reconciliation. 12Therefore, as sin
entered into the world through one
man, and death through sin, so death
passed to all men because all sinned.

13 For until the law, sin was in the
world; but sin is not charged when
there is no law. 14Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam until Moses, even
over those whose sins weren’t like
Adam’s disobedience, who is a fore-
shadowing of him who was to come.

15 But the free gift isn’t like the
trespass. For if by the trespass of the
one the many died, much more did
the grace of God and the gift by the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abound to the many. 16The gift is not
as through one who sinned; for the
judgment came by one to condemna-
tion, but the free gift followed many
trespasses to justification. 17 For if by
the trespass of the one, death reigned
through the one; so much more will
those who receive the abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one, Jesus
Christ.

18 So then as through one trespass,
all men were condemned; even so
through one act of righteousness, all
men were justified to life. 19 For as
through the one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, even so
through the obedience of the one,
many will be made righteous. 20 The
law came in that the trespass might
abound; but where sin abounded,
grace abounded more exceedingly,
21 that as sin reigned in death, even
so grace might reign through righ-
teousness to eternal life through Je-
sus Christ our Lord.

6
1 What shall we say then? Shall

we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? 2 May it never be! We who
died to sin, how couldwe live in it any
longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all
of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death?
4 We were buried therefore with him
through baptism into death, that just
as Christ was raised from the dead

✡ 4:22 Genesis 15:6
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through the glory of the Father, so we
also might walk in newness of life.

5For if we have become unitedwith
him in the likeness of his death, we
will also be part of his resurrection;
6 knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with him, that the body of
sin might be done away with, so that
we would no longer be in bondage to
sin. 7 For he who has died has been
freed from sin. 8 But if we died with
Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him, 9 knowing that Christ,
being raised from the dead, dies no
more. Death no longer has dominion
over him! 10 For the death that he
died, he died to sin one time; but
the life that he lives, he lives to God.
11Thus consider yourselves also to be
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

12 Therefore don’t let sin reign in
your mortal body, that you should
obey it in its lusts. 13 Also, do not
present your members to sin as in-
struments of unrighteousness, but
present yourselves to God as alive
from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness to God.
14 For sin will not have dominion over
you, for you are not under law, but
under grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin be-
cause we are not under law but under
grace? May it never be! 16 Don’t you
know that when you present your-
selves as servants and obey someone,
you are the servants ofwhomever you
obey, whether of sin to death, or of
obedience to righteousness? 17 But
thanks be to God that, whereas you
were bondservants of sin, you became
obedient from the heart to that form
of teaching to which you were deliv-
ered. 18Beingmade free from sin, you
became bondservants of righteous-
ness.

19 I speak in human terms because
of the weakness of your flesh; for as

you presented your members as ser-
vants to uncleanness and to wicked-
ness upon wickedness, even so now
present your members as servants
to righteousness for sanctification.
20 For when you were servants of sin,
you were free from righteousness.
21 What fruit then did you have at
that time in the things of which you
are now ashamed? For the end of
those things is death. 22 But now,
being made free from sin and having
become servants of God, you have
your fruit of sanctification and the
result of eternal life. 23 For the wages
of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

7
1Or don’t you know, brothers* (for

I speak to men who know the law),
that the law has dominion over aman
for as long as he lives? 2 For the
woman that has a husband is bound
by law to the husband while he lives,
but if the husband dies, she is dis-
charged from the law of the husband.
3 So then if, while the husband lives,
she is joined to another man, she
would be called an adulteress. But
if the husband dies, she is free from
the law, so that she is no adulteress,
though she is joined to another man.
4 Therefore, my brothers, you also
were made dead to the law through
the body of Christ, that you would be
joined to another, to him who was
raised from the dead, that we might
produce fruit to God. 5 For when we
were in the flesh, the sinful passions
which were through the law worked
in our members to bring out fruit
to death. 6 But now we have been
discharged from the law, having died
to that in which we were held; so that
we serve in newness of the spirit, and
not in oldness of the letter.

7 What shall we say then? Is the
law sin? May it never be! However,
I wouldn’t have known sin except

* 7:1 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers
and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 7:7 Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21
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through the law. For I wouldn’t have
known coveting unless the law had
said, “You shall not covet.”✡ 8But sin,
finding occasion through the com-
mandment, produced in me all kinds
of coveting. For apart from the law,
sin is dead. 9 I was alive apart from the
law once, but when the command-
ment came, sin revived and I died.
10 The commandment which was for
life, this I found to be for death;
11 for sin, finding occasion through
the commandment, deceivedme, and
through it killed me. 12Therefore the
law indeed is holy, and the command-
ment holy, righteous, and good.

13 Did then that which is good
become death to me? May it never
be! But sin, that it might be shown
to be sin, was producing death in
me through that which is good;
that through the commandment sin
might become exceedingly sinful.
14 For we know that the law is
spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold under
sin. 15 For I don’t understand what I
am doing. For I don’t practice what
I desire to do; but what I hate, that
I do. 16 But if what I don’t desire,
that I do, I consent to the law that
it is good. 17 So now it is no more
I that do it, but sin which dwells in
me. 18 For I know that in me, that
is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing.
For desire is present with me, but I
don’t find it doing that which is good.
19 For the good which I desire, I don’t
do; but the evil which I don’t desire,
that I practice. 20 But if what I don’t
desire, that I do, it is no more I that
do it, but sin which dwells in me. 21 I
find then the law that, while I desire
to do good, evil is present. 22 For I
delight in God’s law after the inward
person, 23 but I see a different law
in my members, warring against the
law of mymind, and bringingme into
captivity under the law of sinwhich is
in my members. 24 What a wretched
man I am! Who will deliver me out
of the body of this death? 25 I thank

God through Jesus Christ, our Lord!
So then with the mind, I myself serve
God’s law, but with the flesh, sin’s
law.

8
1 There is therefore now no con-

demnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus, who don’t walk according to
the flesh, but according to the Spirit.*
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus made me free from the
law of sin and of death. 3For what the
law couldn’t do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God did, sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, 4 that the ordinance of the
law might be fulfilled in us who don’t
walk according to the flesh, but ac-
cording to the Spirit. 5 For those who
live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but
thosewho live according to the Spirit,
the things of the Spirit. 6For themind
of the flesh is death, but the mind of
the Spirit is life and peace; 7 because
themind of the flesh is hostile toward
God, for it is not subject to God’s law,
neither indeed can it be. 8Those who
are in the flesh can’t please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh but
in the Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit
of God dwells in you. But if any man
doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, he is
not his. 10 If Christ is in you, the body
is dead because of sin, but the spirit is
alive because of righteousness. 11 But
if the Spirit of him who raised up
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised up Christ Jesus from the
dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through his Spirit who dwells
in you.

12 So then, brothers, we are
debtors, not to the flesh, to live after
the flesh. 13 For if you live after the
flesh, youmust die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. 14 For as many
as are led by the Spirit of God, these

* 8:1 NU omits “who don’t walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit”
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are children of God. 15 For you didn’t
receive the spirit of bondage again
to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba!†
Father!”

16 The Spirit himself testifies with
our spirit that we are children of God;
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with him, that we
may also be glorified with him.

18 For I consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which
will be revealed toward us. 19 For the
creationwaitswith eager expectation
for the children of God to be revealed.
20 For the creation was subjected to
vanity, not of its own will, but be-
cause of him who subjected it, in
hope 21 that the creation itself also
will be delivered from the bondage of
decay into the liberty of the glory of
the children of God. 22 For we know
that the whole creation groans and
travails in pain together until now.
23Not only so, but ourselves also, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even
we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for adoption, the redemption
of our body. 24 For we were saved
in hope, but hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for that which
he sees? 25 But if we hope for that
whichwedon’t see, wewait for itwith
patience.

26 In the same way, the Spirit also
helps our weaknesses, for we don’t
know how to pray as we ought. But
the Spirit himself makes intercession
for us with groanings which can’t
be uttered. 27 He who searches the
hearts knows what is on the Spirit’s
mind, because he makes intercession
for the saints according to God.

28 We know that all things work
together for good for those who love
God, for those who are called accord-
ing to his purpose. 29 For whom he

foreknew, he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son,
that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers.‡ 30Whom he predes-
tined, those he also called. Whom he
called, those he also justified. Whom
he justified, those he also glorified.

31 What then shall we say about
these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us? 32He who didn’t spare
his own Son, but delivered him up for
us all, howwould henot alsowith him
freely give us all things? 33Who could
bring a charge against God’s chosen
ones? It is God who justifies. 34 Who
is he who condemns? It is Christ who
died, yes rather, who was raised from
the dead, who is at the right hand of
God, who also makes intercession for
us.

35 Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Could oppression, or
anguish, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36Even
as it is written,
“For your sake we are killed all day

long.
We were accounted as sheep for

the slaughter.”✡
37No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that
neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor
height, nor depth, nor any other cre-
ated thing will be able to separate
us from God’s love which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I tell the truth in Christ. I am not

lying, my conscience testifying with
me in the Holy Spirit 2 that I have
great sorrow and unceasing pain in
my heart. 3For I could wish that I my-
self were accursed from Christ for my

† 8:15 Abba is an Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy”, which can be used affectionately and
respectfully in prayer to our Father in heaven. ‡ 8:29 The word for “brothers” here and where
context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 8:36 Psalm
44:22
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brothers’ sake, my relatives accord-
ing to the flesh 4 who are Israelites;
whose is the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the
service, and the promises; 5 of whom
are the fathers, and from whom is
Christ as concerning the flesh, who is
over all, God, blessed forever. Amen.

6 But it is not as though the word
of God has come to nothing. For they
are not all Israel that are of Israel.
7Neither, because they are Abraham’s
offspring, are they all children. But,
“your offspring will be accounted as
from Isaac.”✡ 8 That is, it is not the
children of the flesh who are chil-
dren of God, but the children of the
promise are counted as heirs. 9 For
this is a word of promise: “At the
appointed time I will come, and Sarah
will have a son.”✡ 10Not only so, but
Rebekah also conceived by one, by
our father Isaac. 11 For being not yet
born, neither having done anything
good or bad, that the purpose of God
according to election might stand,
not of works, but of him who calls,*
12 it was said to her, “The elder will
serve the younger.”✡ 13 Even as it
is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I
hated.”✡

14What shall we say then? Is there
unrighteousness with God? May it
never be! 15 For he said to Moses,
“I will have mercy on whom I have
mercy, and I will have compassion on
whom I have compassion.”✡ 16 So
then it is not of him who wills, nor
of him who runs, but of God who
has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says
to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose
I caused you to be raised up, that I
might show in you my power, and
that my name might be proclaimed
in all the earth.”✡ 18 So then, he has
mercy on whom he desires, and he

hardens whom he desires.
19 You will say then to me, “Why

does he still find fault? For who with-
stands hiswill?” 20But indeed, Oman,
who are you to reply against God?
Will the thing formed ask him who
formed it, “Why did youmakeme like
this?”✡ 21Or hasn’t the potter a right
over the clay, from the same lump to
make one part a vessel for honor, and
another for dishonor? 22What if God,
willing to showhiswrath and tomake
his power known, enduredwithmuch
patience vessels of wrath prepared
for destruction, 23 and that he might
make known the riches of his glory on
vessels of mercy, which he prepared
beforehand for glory— 24 us, whom
he also called, not from the Jews only,
but also from the Gentiles? 25 As he
says also in Hosea,
“I will call them ‘my people,’ which

were not my people;
and her ‘beloved,’ who was not

beloved.”✡
26 “It will be that in the place where it

was said to them, ‘You are not
my people,’

there they will be called ‘chil-
dren of the living God.’ ”✡

27 Isaiah cries concerning Israel,
“If the number of the children of Is-

rael are as the sand of the sea,
it is the remnant who will be

saved;
28 for he will finish the work and cut

it short in righteousness,
because the Lord will make a

short work upon the earth.”✡
29As Isaiah has said before,

“Unless the Lord of Armies† had left
us a seed,

we would have become like
Sodom,

and would have been made like
Gomorrah.”✡

✡ 9:7 Genesis 21:12 ✡ 9:9 Genesis 18:10,14 * 9:11 NU puts the phrase “not of works, but of him
who calls” at the beginning of verse 12 instead of the end of verse 11. ✡ 9:12 Genesis 25:23 ✡ 9:13
Malachi 1:2-3 ✡ 9:15 Exodus 33:19 ✡ 9:17 Exodus 9:16 ✡ 9:20 Isaiah 29:16; 45:9 ✡ 9:25
Hosea 2:23 ✡ 9:26 Hosea 1:10 ✡ 9:28 Isaiah 10:22-23 † 9:29 Greek: Sabaoth (for Hebrew:
Tze’va’ot) ✡ 9:29 Isaiah 1:9
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30 What shall we say then? That

the Gentiles, who didn’t follow after
righteousness, attained to righteous-
ness, even the righteousness which is
of faith; 31 but Israel, following after
a law of righteousness, didn’t arrive
at the law of righteousness. 32 Why?
Because they didn’t seek it by faith,
but as it were by works of the law.
They stumbled over the stumbling
stone, 33 even as it is written,
“Behold,‡ I lay in Zion a stumbling

stone and a rock of offense;
and no one who believes in him

will be disappointed.”✡

10
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and

my prayer to God is for Israel, that
they may be saved. 2 For I testify
about them that they have a zeal for
God, but not according to knowledge.
3 For being ignorant of God’s righ-
teousness, and seeking to establish
their own righteousness, they didn’t
subject themselves to the righteous-
ness of God. 4 For Christ is the fulfill-
ment* of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes.

5 For Moses writes about the righ-
teousness of the law, “The one who
does them will live by them.”✡ 6 But
the righteousness which is of faith
says this, “Don’t say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’✡
(that is, to bring Christ down); 7 or,
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’✡
(that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead.)” 8 But what does it say? “The
word is near you, in your mouth and
in your heart;”✡ that is, the word
of faith which we preach: 9 that if
you will confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the

dead, you will be saved. 10 For with
the heart one believes resulting in
righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made resulting in sal-
vation. 11 For the Scripture says,
“Whoever believes in him will not be
disappointed.”✡

12 For there is no distinction be-
tween Jew and Greek; for the same
Lord is Lord of all, and is rich to all
who call on him. 13For, “Whoeverwill
call on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”✡ 14How thenwill they call on
him in whom they have not believed?
How will they believe in him whom
they have not heard? How will they
hear without a preacher? 15And how
will they preach unless they are sent?
As it is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of those

who preach the Good News of
peace,

who bring glad tidings of good
things!”✡

16 But they didn’t all listen to the
glad news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who
has believed our report?”✡ 17So faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God. 18 But I say, didn’t they
hear? Yes, most certainly,
“Their sound went out into all the

earth,
their words to the ends of the

world.”✡
19 But I ask, didn’t Israel know?

First Moses says,
“I will provoke you to jealousy with

that which is no nation.
I will make you angry with a na-

tion void of understanding.”✡
20 Isaiah is very bold and says,

“I was found by those who didn’t seek
me.

I was revealed to those who
didn’t ask for me.”✡

‡ 9:33 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. ✡ 9:33 Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 * 10:4 or, completion, or end ✡ 10:5 Leviticus 18:5
✡ 10:6 Deuteronomy 30:12 ✡ 10:7 Deuteronomy 30:13 ✡ 10:8 Deuteronomy 30:14 ✡ 10:11
Isaiah 28:16 ✡ 10:13 Joel 2:32 ✡ 10:15 Isaiah 52:7 ✡ 10:16 Isaiah 53:1 ✡ 10:18 Psalm 19:4
✡ 10:19 Deuteronomy 32:21 ✡ 10:20 Isaiah 65:1 ✡ 10:21 Isaiah 65:2
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21 But about Israel he says, “All day

long I stretched out my hands to a
disobedient and contrary people.”✡

11
1 I ask then, did God reject his peo-

ple? May it never be! For I also am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of
the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God didn’t
reject his people, whom he foreknew.
Or don’t you knowwhat the Scripture
says about Elijah? How he pleads
with God against Israel: 3 “Lord, they
have killed your prophets. They have
broken down your altars. I am left
alone, and they seek my life.”✡ 4 But
how does God answer him? “I have
reserved for myself seven thousand
men who have not bowed the knee to
Baal.”✡ 5 Even so too at this present
time also there is a remnant accord-
ing to the election of grace. 6 And if
by grace, then it is no longer ofworks;
otherwise grace is no longer grace.
But if it is of works, it is no longer
grace; otherwise work is no longer
work.

7 What then? That which Israel
seeks for, that he didn’t obtain, but
the chosen ones obtained it, and the
rest were hardened. 8 According as it
is written, “God gave them a spirit of
stupor, eyes that they should not see,
and ears that they should not hear, to
this very day.” ✡

9David says,
“Let their table be made a snare, a

trap,
a stumbling block, and a retribu-

tion to them.
10 Let their eyes be darkened, that

they may not see.
Always keep their backs bent.”✡

11 I ask then, did they stumble that
they might fall? May it never be! But
by their fall salvation has come to the
Gentiles, to provoke them to jealousy.
12 Now if their fall is the riches of

the world, and their loss the riches
of the Gentiles, howmuch more their
fullness!

13 For I speak to you who are Gen-
tiles. Since then as I am an apostle to
Gentiles, I glorify my ministry, 14 if by
any means I may provoke to jealousy
those who are my flesh, andmay save
some of them. 15For if the rejection of
them is the reconciling of the world,
what would their acceptance be, but
life from the dead?

16 If the first fruit is holy, so is
the lump. If the root is holy, so
are the branches. 17 But if some of
the branches were broken off, and
you, being a wild olive, were grafted
in among them and became partaker
with them of the root and of the
richness of the olive tree, 18 don’t
boast over the branches. But if you
boast, remember that it is not you
who support the root, but the root
supports you. 19 You will say then,
“Branches were broken off, that I
might be grafted in.” 20True; by their
unbelief they were broken off, and
you stand by your faith. Don’t be
conceited, but fear; 21 for if God didn’t
spare the natural branches, neither
will he spare you. 22 See then the
goodness and severity of God. Toward
those who fell, severity; but toward
you, goodness, if you continue in his
goodness; otherwise you also will be
cut off. 23They also, if they don’t con-
tinue in their unbelief, will be grafted
in, for God is able to graft them in
again. 24For if youwere cut out of that
which is by nature a wild olive tree,
and were grafted contrary to nature
into a good olive tree, how much
morewill these, which are thenatural
branches, be grafted into their own
olive tree?

25 For I don’t desire you to be ig-
norant, brothers,* of this mystery, so
that you won’t be wise in your own

✡ 11:3 1 Kings 19:10,14 ✡ 11:4 1 Kings 19:18 ✡ 11:8 Deuteronomy 29:4; Isaiah 29:10 ✡ 11:10
Psalm 69:22,23 * 11:25 The word for “brothers” here and where context allowsmay also be correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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conceits, that a partial hardening has
happened to Israel, until the fullness
of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and so
all Israel will be saved. Even as it is
written,
“There will come out of Zion the De-

liverer,
and he will turn away ungodli-

ness from Jacob.
27 This is my covenant with them,

when I will take away their
sins.”✡

28Concerning the Good News, they
are enemies for your sake. But con-
cerning the election, they are beloved
for the fathers’ sake. 29 For the gifts
and the calling of God are irrevocable.
30For as you in time past were disobe-
dient to God, but now have obtained
mercy by their disobedience, 31 even
so these also have now been disobedi-
ent, that by the mercy shown to you
they may also obtain mercy. 32 For
God has bound all to disobedience,
that he might have mercy on all.

33 Oh the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and the knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past tracing
out!
34 “For who has known the mind of

the Lord?
Or who has been his coun-

selor?”✡
35 “Or who has first given to him,

and it will be repaid to him
again?”✡

36 For of him and through him and
to him are all things. To him be the
glory for ever! Amen.

12
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers,

by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your spir-
itual service. 2 Don’t be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, so that

youmay prove what is the good, well-
pleasing, and perfect will of God.

3 For I say through the grace that
was given me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think;
but to think reasonably, as God has
apportioned to each person a mea-
sure of faith. 4 For even as we have
many members in one body, and all
the members don’t have the same
function, 5 so we, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually
members of one another, 6 having
gifts differing according to the grace
that was given to us: if prophecy, let’s
prophesy according to theproportion
of our faith; 7or service, let’s give our-
selves to service; or he who teaches,
to his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts,
to his exhorting; hewhogives, let him
do it with generosity; he who rules,
with diligence; he who shows mercy,
with cheerfulness.

9 Let love be without hypocrisy.
Abhor that which is evil. Cling to
that which is good. 10 In love of
the brothers be tenderly affectionate
to one another; in honor prefer one
another, 11 not lagging in diligence,
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord,
12 rejoicing in hope, enduring in trou-
bles, continuing steadfastly in prayer,
13 contributing to the needs of the
saints, and given to hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you;
bless, and don’t curse. 15Rejoice with
those who rejoice. Weep with those
whoweep. 16Be of the samemind one
toward another. Don’t set your mind
on high things, but associate with
the humble. Don’t be wise in your
own conceits. 17 Repay no one evil
for evil. Respect what is honorable
in the sight of all men. 18 If it is
possible, as much as it is up to you, be
at peace with all men. 19 Don’t seek
revenge yourselves, beloved, but give
place to God’s wrath. For it is written,

✡ 11:27 Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah 31:33-34 ✡ 11:34 Isaiah 40:13 ✡ 11:35 Job 41:11
✡ 12:19 Deuteronomy 32:35
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“Vengeance belongs to me; I will re-
pay, says the Lord.” ✡ 20 Therefore
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him.

If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
for in doing so, you will heap

coals of fire on his head.”✡
21 Don’t be overcome by evil, but

overcome evil with good.
13

1 Let every soul be in subjection
to the higher authorities, for there
is no authority except from God, and
those who exist are ordained by God.
2Therefore hewho resists the author-
ity withstands the ordinance of God;
and those who withstand will receive
to themselves judgment. 3 For rulers
are not a terror to the good work, but
to the evil. Do you desire to have no
fear of the authority? Do that which
is good, and you will have praise from
the authority, 4 for he is a servant of
God to you for good. But if you do that
which is evil, be afraid, for he doesn’t
bear the sword in vain; for he is a
servant of God, an avenger for wrath
to him who does evil. 5 Therefore
you need to be in subjection, not only
because of the wrath, but also for
conscience’ sake. 6For this reasonyou
also pay taxes, for they are servants of
God’s service, continually doing this
very thing. 7Therefore give everyone
what you owe: if you owe taxes, pay
taxes; if customs, then customs; if
respect, then respect; if honor, then
honor.

8 Owe no one anything, except to
love one another; for he who loves
his neighbor has fulfilled the law.
9 For the commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery,” “You shall
not murder,” “You shall not steal,”*
“You shall not covet,” ✡ and what-
ever other commandments there are,
are all summed up in this saying,
namely, “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.”✡ 10 Love doesn’t

harm a neighbor. Love therefore is
the fulfillment of the law.

11Do this, knowing the time, that it
is already time for you to awaken out
of sleep, for salvation is now nearer
to us than when we first believed.
12 The night is far gone, and the day
is near. Let’s therefore throw off the
deeds of darkness, and let’s put on the
armor of light. 13 Let’s walk properly,
as in the day; not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscu-
ity and lustful acts, and not in strife
and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, for its lusts.

14
1 Now accept one who is weak in

faith, but not for disputes over opin-
ions. 2 One man has faith to eat all
things, but he who is weak eats only
vegetables. 3 Don’t let him who eats
despise himwhodoesn’t eat. Don’t let
him who doesn’t eat judge him who
eats, for God has accepted him. 4Who
are you who judge another’s servant?
To his own lord he stands or falls. Yes,
he will be made to stand, for God has
power to make him stand.

5Oneman esteems one day asmore
important. Another esteems every
day alike. Let each man be fully
assured in his ownmind. 6Hewho ob-
serves the day, observes it to the Lord;
and he who does not observe the day,
to the Lord he does not observe it.
He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he
gives God thanks. Hewho doesn’t eat,
to the Lord he doesn’t eat, and gives
God thanks. 7 For none of us lives
to himself, and none dies to himself.
8 For if we live, we live to the Lord.
Or if we die, we die to the Lord. If
therefore we live or die, we are the
Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died,
rose, and lived again, that hemight be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

10 But you, why do you judge your
brother? Or you again, why do you
despise your brother? For we will

✡ 12:20 Proverbs 25:21-22 * 13:9 TR adds “You shall not give false testimony,” ✡ 13:9 Exodus
20:13-15,17; Deuteronomy 5:17-19,21 ✡ 13:9 Leviticus 19:18
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all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ. 11 For it is written,
“ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘tome every

knee will bow.
Every tongue will confess to

God.’ ”✡
12 So then each one of us will give

account of himself to God.
13Therefore let’s not judge one an-

other anymore, but judge this rather,
that no man put a stumbling block in
his brother’s way, or an occasion for
falling. 14 I know and am persuaded
in the Lord Jesus that nothing is un-
clean of itself; except that to himwho
considers anything to be unclean, to
him it is unclean. 15 Yet if because
of food your brother is grieved, you
walk no longer in love. Don’t destroy
with your food him for whom Christ
died. 16 Then don’t let your good be
slandered, 17 for God’s Kingdom is not
eating and drinking, but righteous-
ness, peace, and joy in theHoly Spirit.
18 For he who serves Christ in these
things is acceptable to God and ap-
proved bymen. 19So then, let’s follow
after things which make for peace,
and things by which we may build
one another up. 20 Don’t overthrow
God’s work for food’s sake. All things
indeed are clean, however it is evil
for that man who creates a stumbling
block by eating. 21 It is good to not
eatmeat, drinkwine, nor do anything
by which your brother stumbles, is
offended, or is made weak.

22 Do you have faith? Have it to
yourself before God. Happy is he who
doesn’t judge himself in that which
he approves. 23 But he who doubts is
condemned if he eats, because it isn’t
of faith; and whatever is not of faith
is sin.

24Now to him who is able to estab-
lish you according to my Good News
and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the

mystery which has been kept secret
through long ages, 25 but now is re-
vealed, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the command-
ment of the eternal God, is made
known for obedience of faith to all
the nations; 26 to the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever! Amen.*

15
1 Now we who are strong ought

to bear the weaknesses of the weak,
and not to please ourselves. 2 Let
each one of us please his neighbor
for that which is good, to be build-
ing him up. 3 For even Christ didn’t
please himself. But, as it is writ-
ten, “The reproaches of those who
reproached you fell on me.”✡ 4 For
whatever things were written before
were written for our learning, that
through perseverance and through
encouragement of the Scriptures we
might have hope. 5 Now the God of
perseverance and of encouragement
grant you to be of the same mind
with one another according to Christ
Jesus, 6 that with one accord you may
with one mouth glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore accept one another,
even as Christ also accepted you,* to
the glory of God. 8 Now I say that
Christ has been made a servant of
the circumcision for the truth of God,
that he might confirm the promises
given to the fathers, 9 and that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will give praise to you

among the Gentiles
and sing to your name.”✡

10Again he says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his peo-

ple.”✡
11Again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!
✡ 14:11 Isaiah 45:23 * 14:26 TR places verses 24-26 after Romans 16:24 as verses 25-27. ✡ 15:3
Psalm 69:9 * 15:7 TR reads “us” instead of “you” ✡ 15:9 2 Samuel 22:50; Psalm 18:49 ✡ 15:10
Deuteronomy 32:43 ✡ 15:11 Psalm 117:1
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Let all the peoples praise him.”✡

12Again, Isaiah says,
“There will be the root of Jesse,

he who arises to rule over the
Gentiles;

in him the Gentiles will hope.”✡
13Nowmay the God of hope fill you

with all joy and peace in believing,
that you may abound in hope in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

14 I myself am also persuaded about
you, my brothers,† that you your-
selves are full of goodness, filled with
all knowledge, able also to admonish
others. 15 But I write the more boldly
to you in part as reminding you, be-
cause of the grace that was given
to me by God, 16 that I should be a
servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles,
serving as a priest of the Good News
of God, that the offering up of the
Gentiles might be made acceptable,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17 I have
therefore my boasting in Christ Jesus
in things pertaining to God. 18 For I
will not dare to speak of any things
except those which Christ worked
through me for the obedience of the
Gentiles, by word and deed, 19 in the
power of signs and wonders, in the
power of God’s Spirit; so that from
Jerusalem and around as far as to
Illyricum, I have fully preached the
Good News of Christ; 20 yes, making
it my aim to preach the Good News,
not where Christ was already named,
that I might not build on another’s
foundation. 21 But, as it is written,
“They will see, to whom no news of

him came.
They who haven’t heard will un-

derstand.”✡
22 Therefore also I was hindered

these many times from coming to
you, 23 but now, no longer having any
place in these regions, and having
these many years a longing to come
to you, 24 whenever I travel to Spain,

I will come to you. For I hope to
see you on my journey, and to be
helped on my way there by you, if
first I may enjoy your company for a
while. 25 But now, I say, I am going to
Jerusalem, serving the saints. 26 For it
has been the good pleasure of Mace-
donia and Achaia to make a certain
contribution for the poor among the
saints who are at Jerusalem. 27 Yes,
it has been their good pleasure, and
they are their debtors. For if the
Gentiles have been made partakers of
their spiritual things, they owe it to
them also to serve them in material
things. 28 When therefore I have ac-
complished this, and have sealed to
them this fruit, I will go on by way
of you to Spain. 29 I know that when
I come to you, I will come in the
fullness of the blessing of the Good
News of Christ.

30 Now I beg you, brothers, by our
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of
the Spirit, that you strive together
with me in your prayers to God for
me, 31 that I may be delivered from
those who are disobedient in Judea,
and that my service which I have for
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the
saints, 32 that Imay come to you in joy
through the will of God, and together
with you, find rest. 33Now the God of
peace be with you all. Amen.

16
1 I commend to you Phoebe, our sis-

ter, who is a servant* of the assembly
that is at Cenchreae, 2 that you receive
her in the Lord in a way worthy of
the saints, and that you assist her in
whatever matter she may need from
you, for she herself also has been a
helper of many, and of my own self.

3Greet Prisca andAquila, my fellow
workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked
their own necks for my life, to whom
not only I give thanks, but also all

✡ 15:12 Isaiah 11:10 † 15:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 15:21 Isaiah 52:15 * 16:1 or, deacon
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the assemblies of the Gentiles. 5Greet
the assembly that is in their house.
Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is
the first fruits of Achaia to Christ.
6 Greet Mary, who labored much for
us. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia,
my relatives andmy fellow prisoners,
who are notable among the apostles,
who were also in Christ before me.
8 Greet Amplias, my beloved in the
Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow
worker in Christ, and Stachys, my
beloved. 10 Greet Apelles, the ap-
proved in Christ. Greet those who
are of the household of Aristobulus.
11Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet
them of the household of Narcis-
sus, who are in the Lord. 12 Greet
Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who la-
bor in the Lord. Greet Persis, the
beloved, who labored much in the
Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, the chosen in
the Lord, and his mother and mine.
14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes,
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers†
who are with them. 15 Greet Philolo-
gus and Julia, Nereus and his sister,
and Olympas, and all the saints who
are with them. 16 Greet one another
with a holy kiss. The assemblies of
Christ greet you.

17 Now I beg you, brothers, look
out for those who are causing the
divisions and occasions of stumbling,
contrary to the doctrine which you
learned, and turn away from them.
18 For those who are such don’t serve
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by their smooth and flat-
tering speech they deceive the hearts
of the innocent. 19For your obedience
has become known to all. I rejoice
therefore over you. But I desire to
have you wise in that which is good,
but innocent in that which is evil.
20 And the God of peace will quickly
crush Satan under your feet.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.

21 Timothy, my fellow worker,
greets you, as do Lucius, Jason, and
Sosipater, my relatives. 22 I, Tertius,
who write the letter, greet you in the
Lord. 23Gaius, myhost andhost of the
whole assembly, greets you. Erastus,
the treasurer of the city, greets you,
as does Quartus, the brother. 24 The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all! Amen. 25 ‡

† 16:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 16:25 TR places Romans 14:24-26 at the end of Romans instead
of at the end of chapter 14, and numbers these verses 16:25-27.
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Paul’s First Letter to theCorinthians
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of

Jesus Christ* through the will of God,
and our brother Sosthenes, 2 to the
assembly of God which is at Corinth
—those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called saints, with all who call
on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
in every place, both theirs and ours:
3Grace to you and peace fromGod our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God concern-
ing you for the grace of God which
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that
in everything you were enriched in
him, in all speech and all knowledge
— 6 even as the testimony of Christ
was confirmed in you — 7 so that
you come behind in no gift, waiting
for the revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 8 who will also confirm you
until the end, blameless in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful,
through whom you were called into
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

10 Now I beg you, brothers,†
through the name of our Lord, Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfected
together in the same mind and in
the same judgment. 11 For it has
been reported to me concerning you,
my brothers, by those who are from
Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now I
mean this, that each one of you says,
“I follow Paul,” “I follow Apollos,”
“I follow Cephas,” and, “I follow
Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was
Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I
thank God that I baptized none of you
except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that

no one should say that I had baptized
you into my own name. 16 (I also
baptized the household of Stephanas;
besides them, I don’t know whether I
baptized any other.) 17For Christ sent
me not to baptize, but to preach the
Good News—not in wisdom of words,
so that the cross of Christ wouldn’t
be made void. 18 For the word of the
cross is foolishness to those who are
dying, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God. 19 For it is
written,
“Iwill destroy thewisdomof thewise.

I will bring the discernment of
the discerning to nothing.”✡

20 Where is the wise? Where is
the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Hasn’t God made foolish
the wisdom of this world? 21 For
seeing that in the wisdom of God,
the world through its wisdom didn’t
know God, it was God’s good plea-
sure through the foolishness of the
preaching to save those who believe.
22 For Jews ask for signs, Greeks seek
after wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and foolishness to Greeks, 24 but to
those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ is the power of God
and thewisdomof God; 25because the
foolishness of God is wiser than men,
and the weakness of God is stronger
than men.

26 For you see your calling, broth-
ers, that not many are wise according
to the flesh, not many mighty, and
not many noble; 27 but God chose the
foolish things of the world that he
might put to shame those who are
wise. God chose the weak things of
the world that he might put to shame
the things that are strong. 28 God
chose the lowly things of the world,
and the things that are despised, and
the things that don’t exist, that he
might bring to nothing the things
that exist, 29 that no flesh should

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 The word for “brothers” here and where context
allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:19 Isaiah 29:14
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boast before God. 30 Because of him,
you are in Christ Jesus, who was
made to us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification, and
redemption, 31 that, as it is written,
“He who boasts, let him boast in the
Lord.”✡

2
1 When I came to you, brothers, I

didn’t comewith excellence of speech
or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the
testimony of God. 2 For I determined
not to know anything among you ex-
cept Jesus Christ and him crucified.
3 I was with you in weakness, in fear,
and in much trembling. 4 My speech
and my preaching were not in per-
suasive words of human wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, 5 that your faith wouldn’t
stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power of God.

6 We speak wisdom, however,
among those who are full grown, yet
a wisdom not of this world nor of the
rulers of this world who are coming
to nothing. 7 But we speak God’s
wisdom in a mystery, the wisdom
that has been hidden, which God
foreordained before the worlds for
our glory, 8 which none of the rulers
of this world has known. For had
they known it, they wouldn’t have
crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it
is written,
“Things which an eye didn’t see, and

an ear didn’t hear,
which didn’t enter into the heart

of man,
these God has prepared for those

who love him.”✡
10 But to us, God revealed them

through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep
things of God. 11 For who among
men knows the things of a man ex-
cept the spirit of the man which is
in him? Even so, no one knows
the things of God except God’s Spirit.
12Butwe received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is from

God, that we might know the things
that were freely given to us by God.
13 We also speak these things, not in
words which man’s wisdom teaches
but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spir-
itual things. 14 Now the natural man
doesn’t receive the things of God’s
Spirit, for they are foolishness to him;
andhe can’t know them, because they
are spiritually discerned. 15 But he
who is spiritual discerns all things,
and he himself is to be judged by no
one. 16 “For who has known the mind
of the Lord that he should instruct
him?” ✡ But we have Christ’s mind.

3
1 Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you

as to spiritual, but as to fleshly, as to
babies in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk,
not with solid food, for you weren’t
yet ready. Indeed, you aren’t ready
even now, 3 for you are still fleshly.
For insofar as there is jealousy, strife,
and factions among you, aren’t you
fleshly, and don’t you walk in the
ways of men? 4 For when one says,
“I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow
Apollos,” aren’t you fleshly?

5 Who then is Apollos, and who
is Paul, but servants through whom
you believed, and each as the Lord
gave to him? 6 I planted. Apollos
watered. But God gave the increase.
7 So then neither he who plants is
anything, nor hewhowaters, but God
who gives the increase. 8 Now he
who plants and hewhowaters are the
same, but each will receive his own
reward according to his own labor.
9Forwe are God’s fellowworkers. You
are God’s farming, God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God
which was given to me, as a wise
master builder I laid a foundation,
and another builds on it. But let
each man be careful how he builds on
it. 11 For no one can lay any other
foundation than that which has been
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 But if

✡ 1:31 Jeremiah 9:24 ✡ 2:9 Isaiah 64:4 ✡ 2:16 Isaiah 40:13
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anyone builds on the foundationwith
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay,
or straw, 13 each man’s work will be
revealed. For the Day will declare it,
because it is revealed in fire; and the
fire itself will test what sort of work
each man’s work is. 14 If any man’s
work remains which he built on it, he
will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s
work is burned, he will suffer loss,
but he himself will be saved, but as
through fire.

16 Don’t you know that you are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
lives in you? 17 If anyone destroys
God’s temple, God will destroy him;
for God’s temple is holy, which you
are.

18 Let no one deceive himself. If
anyone thinks that he is wise among
you in this world, let him become a
fool that he may become wise. 19 For
the wisdom of this world is foolish-
ness with God. For it is written, “He
has taken the wise in their crafti-
ness.”✡ 20 And again, “The Lord
knows the reasoning of the wise, that
it is worthless.”✡ 21 Therefore let no
one boast in men. For all things are
yours, 22whether Paul, or Apollos, or
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death,
or things present, or things to come.
All are yours, 23 and you are Christ’s,
and Christ is God’s.

4
1So let a man think of us as Christ’s

servants and stewards of God’s mys-
teries. 2 Here, moreover, it is re-
quired of stewards that they be found
faithful. 3 But with me it is a very
small thing that I should be judged
by you, or by a human court. Yes, I
don’t even judge my own self. 4 For
I know nothing against myself. Yet I
am not justified by this, but he who
judges me is the Lord. 5 Therefore
judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord comes, who will both bring
to light the hidden things of darkness
and reveal the counsels of the hearts.

Then each man will get his praise
from God.

6Now these things, brothers, I have
in a figure transferred to myself and
Apollos for your sakes, that in us you
might learn not to think beyond the
thingswhich arewritten, that none of
you be puffed up against one another.
7 For who makes you different? And
what do you have that you didn’t
receive? But if you did receive it,
why do you boast as if you had not
received it?

8 You are already filled. You have
already become rich. You have come
to reign without us. Yes, and I wish
that you did reign, that we also might
reign with you! 9 For I think that God
has displayed us, the apostles, last of
all, like men sentenced to death. For
we are made a spectacle to the world,
both to angels and men. 10 We are
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are
wise in Christ. We are weak, but you
are strong. You have honor, but we
have dishonor. 11 Even to this present
hour we hunger, thirst, are naked, are
beaten, and have no certain dwelling
place. 12 We toil, working with our
ownhands. Whenpeople curse us, we
bless. Being persecuted, we endure.
13 Being defamed, we entreat. We are
made as the filth of theworld, the dirt
wiped off by all, even until now.

14 I don’t write these things to
shame you, but to admonish you as
my beloved children. 15 For though
you have ten thousand tutors in
Christ, you don’t have many fathers.
For in Christ Jesus, I became your
father through the Good News. 16 I
beg you therefore, be imitators of me.
17Because of this I have sent Timothy
to you, who ismy beloved and faithful
child in the Lord, who will remind
you of my ways which are in Christ,
even as I teach everywhere in every
assembly. 18Now some are puffed up,
as though I were not coming to you.
19But I will come to you shortly, if the

✡ 3:19 Job 5:13 ✡ 3:20 Psalm 94:11
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Lord is willing. And I will know, not
the word of those who are puffed up,
but the power. 20 For God’s Kingdom
is not in word, but in power. 21 What
do you want? Shall I come to you
with a rod, or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that there

is sexual immorality among you, and
such sexual immorality as is not even
named among the Gentiles, that one
has his father’s wife. 2 You are arro-
gant, and didn’t mourn instead, that
he who had done this deed might
be removed from among you. 3 For
I most certainly, as being absent
in body but present in spirit, have
already, as though I were present,
judged him who has done this thing.
4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when you are gathered together with
my spirit with the power of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 5 you are to deliver such
a one to Satan for the destruction of
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus.

6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t
you know that a little yeast leavens
the whole lump? 7 Purge out the old
yeast, that you may be a new lump,
even as you are unleavened. For in-
deed Christ, our Passover, has been
sacrificed in our place. 8 Therefore
let’s keep the feast, notwith old yeast,
neither with the yeast of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my letter to
haveno companywith sexual sinners;
10yet not at all meaning with the sex-
ual sinners of this world, or with the
covetous and extortionists, or with
idolaters, for then you would have to
leave the world. 11But as it is, I wrote
to you not to associate with anyone
who is called a brotherwho is a sexual
sinner, or covetous, or an idolater,
or a slanderer, or a drunkard, or an
extortionist. Don’t even eatwith such

a person. 12 For what do I have to do
with also judging those who are out-
side? Don’t you judge those who are
within? 13 But those who are outside,
God judges. “Put away the wicked
man from among yourselves.”✡

6
1 Dare any of you, having a matter

against his neighbor, go to law before
the unrighteous, and not before the
saints? 2 Don’t you know that the
saintswill judge theworld? And if the
world is judged by you, are you un-
worthy to judge the smallestmatters?
3 Don’t you know that we will judge
angels? How much more, things that
pertain to this life? 4 If then you have
to judge things pertaining to this life,
do you set them to judge who are of
no account in the assembly? 5 I say
this tomove you to shame. Isn’t there
even one wise man among you who
would be able to decide between his
brothers? 6 But brother goes to law
with brother, and that before unbe-
lievers! 7 Therefore it is already alto-
gether a defect in you that you have
lawsuits one with another. Why not
rather be wronged? Why not rather
be defrauded? 8 No, but you your-
selves dowrong anddefraud, and that
against your brothers.

9 Or don’t you know that the un-
righteous will not inherit God’s King-
dom? Don’t be deceived. Neither
the sexually immoral, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor male prostitutes,
nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor slan-
derers, nor extortionists, will inherit
God’s Kingdom. 11 Some of you were
such, but you were washed. You were
sanctified. You were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and in the
Spirit of our God.

12 “All things are lawful for me,”
but not all things are expedient. “All
things are lawful for me,” but I will
not be brought under the power of

✡ 5:13 Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21; 24:7
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anything. 13 “Foods for the belly,
and the belly for foods,” but God will
bring to nothing both it and them.
But the body is not for sexual im-
morality, but for the Lord, and the
Lord for the body. 14 Now God raised
up the Lord, and will also raise us up
by his power. 15 Don’t you know that
your bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I then take the members of
Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or
don’t you know that he who is joined
to a prostitute is one body? For,
“The two”, he says, “will become one
flesh.”✡ 17 But he who is joined to
the Lord is one spirit. 18 Flee sexual
immorality! “Every sin that a man
does is outside the body,” but he
who commits sexual immorality sins
against his own body. 19 Or don’t you
know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom
you have from God? You are not your
own, 20 for you were bought with a
price. Therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.

7
1Now concerning the things about

which youwrote tome: it is good for a
man not to touch a woman. 2 But, be-
cause of sexual immoralities, let each
man have his own wife, and let each
woman have her own husband. 3 Let
the husband give his wife the affec-
tion owed her,* and likewise also the
wife her husband. 4 The wife doesn’t
have authority over her own body,
but the husband does. Likewise also
the husband doesn’t have authority
over his own body, but the wife does.
5 Don’t deprive one another, unless it
is by consent for a season, that you
may give yourselves to fasting and
prayer, and may be together again,
that Satan doesn’t tempt you because
of your lack of self-control.

6 But this I say by way of conces-
sion, not of commandment. 7 Yet I
wish that all men were like me. How-
ever, each man has his own gift from
God, one of this kind, and another of
that kind. 8But I say to the unmarried
and to widows, it is good for them if
they remain even as I am. 9 But if
they don’t have self-control, let them
marry. For it’s better tomarry than to
burn with passion. 10 But to the mar-
ried I command—not I, but the Lord
—that the wife not leave her husband
11 (but if she departs, let her remain
unmarried, or else be reconciled to
her husband), and that the husband
not leave his wife.

12 But to the rest I—not the Lord
—say, if any brother has an unbe-
lieving wife, and she is content to
live with him, let him not leave her.
13 The woman who has an unbeliev-
ing husband, and he is content to
live with her, let her not leave her
husband. 14 For the unbelieving hus-
band is sanctified in the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified in the
husband. Otherwise your children
would be unclean, but now they are
holy. 15 Yet if the unbeliever departs,
let there be separation. The brother
or the sister is not under bondage
in such cases, but God has called us
in peace. 16 For how do you know,
wife, whether you will save your hus-
band? Or how do you know, husband,
whether you will save your wife?

17 Only, as the Lord has distributed
to each man, as God has called each,
so let him walk. So I command in all
the assemblies.

18 Was anyone called having been
circumcised? Let himnot become un-
circumcised. Has anyone been called
in uncircumcision? Let him not be
circumcised. 19 Circumcision is noth-
ing, and uncircumcision is nothing,
but what matters is keeping God’s
commandments. 20Let eachman stay
in that calling in which he was called.

✡ 6:16 Genesis 2:24 * 7:3 NU and TR have “what is owed her” instead of “the affection owed her”.
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21 Were you called being a bondser-
vant? Don’t let that bother you, but
if you get an opportunity to become
free, use it. 22 For he who was called
in the Lord being a bondservant is the
Lord’s free man. Likewise he who was
called being free is Christ’s bondser-
vant. 23Youwere bought with a price.
Don’t become bondservants of men.
24Brothers, let eachman, inwhatever
condition he was called, stay in that
condition with God.

25 Now concerning virgins, I have
no commandment from the Lord, but
I give my judgment as one who has
obtained mercy from the Lord to be
trustworthy. 26Therefore I think that
because of the distress that is on us,
it’s good for a man to remain as he
is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Don’t
seek to be freed. Are you free from
a wife? Don’t seek a wife. 28 But if
you marry, you have not sinned. If
a virgin marries, she has not sinned.
Yet such will have oppression in the
flesh, and I want to spare you. 29But I
say this, brothers: the time is short.
From now on, both those who have
wives may be as though they had
none; 30 and those who weep, as
though they didn’t weep; and those
who rejoice, as though they didn’t
rejoice; and those who buy, as though
they didn’t possess; 31 and those who
use the world, as not using it to the
fullest. For the mode of this world
passes away.

32 But I desire to have you to be
free from cares. He who is unmarried
is concerned for the things of the
Lord, how he may please the Lord;
33 but he who is married is concerned
about the things of the world, how
he may please his wife. 34 There is
also a difference between a wife and a
virgin. The unmarried woman cares
about the things of the Lord, that
she may be holy both in body and
in spirit. But she who is married
cares about the things of the world
—how she may please her husband.
35 This I say for your own benefit,

not that I may ensnare you, but for
that which is appropriate, and that
you may attend to the Lord without
distraction.

36 But if any man thinks that he is
behaving inappropriately toward his
virgin, if she is past the flower of
her age, and if need so requires, let
him do what he desires. He doesn’t
sin. Let them marry. 37 But he who
stands steadfast in his heart, having
no urgency, but has power over his
own will, and has determined in his
own heart to keep his own virgin,
does well. 38 So then both he who
gives his own virgin in marriage does
well, and he who doesn’t give her in
marriage does better.

39Awife is bound by law for as long
as her husband lives; but if the hus-
band is dead, she is free to bemarried
to whomever she desires, only in the
Lord. 40But she is happier if she stays
as she is, in my judgment, and I think
that I also have God’s Spirit.

8
1Now concerning things sacrificed

to idols: We know that we all have
knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but
love builds up. 2 But if anyone thinks
that he knows anything, he doesn’t
yet know as he ought to know. 3 But
anyone who loves God is known by
him.

4 Therefore concerning the eating
of things sacrificed to idols, we know
that no idol is anything in the world,
and that there is no other God but
one. 5 For though there are things
that are called “gods”, whether in
the heavens or on earth —as there
are many “gods” and many “lords”—
6 yet to us there is one God, the Fa-
ther, of whom are all things, and we
for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things, and we
live through him.

7 However, that knowledge isn’t in
all men. But some, with conscious-
ness of an idol until now, eat as of
a thing sacrificed to an idol, and
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their conscience, being weak, is de-
filed. 8 But food will not commend
us to God. For neither, if we don’t
eat are we the worse, nor if we eat
are we the better. 9 But be careful
that by no means does this liberty
of yours become a stumbling block
to the weak. 10 For if a man sees
youwho have knowledge sitting in an
idol’s temple, won’t his conscience,
if he is weak, be emboldened to eat
things sacrificed to idols? 11 And
through your knowledge, he who is
weak perishes, the brother for whose
sake Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning
against the brothers, and wounding
their conscience when it is weak, you
sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if
food causes my brother to stumble, I
will eat no meat forever more, that I
don’t cause my brother to stumble.

9
1 Am I not free? Am I not an

apostle? Haven’t I seen Jesus Christ,
our Lord? Aren’t you my work in
the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an
apostle, yet at least I am to you; for
you are the seal of my apostleship in
the Lord.

3My defense to those who examine
me is this: 4 Have we no right to eat
and to drink? 5 Have we no right to
take along a wife who is a believer,
even as the rest of the apostles, and
the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?
6 Or have only Barnabas and I no
right to not work? 7 What soldier
ever serves at his own expense? Who
plants a vineyard, and doesn’t eat of
its fruit? Or who feeds a flock, and
doesn’t drink from the flock’s milk?

8Do I speak these things according
to the ways of men? Or doesn’t the
law also say the same thing? 9 For it
is written in the law of Moses, “You
shall not muzzle an ox while it treads
out the grain.”✡ Is it for the oxen
that God cares, 10 or does he say it
assuredly for our sake? Yes, it was
written for our sake, because he who

plows ought to plow in hope, and he
who threshes in hope should partake
of his hope. 11 If we sowed to you
spiritual things, is it a great thing if
we reap your fleshly things? 12 If
others partake of this right over you,
don’t we yet more?

Nevertheless we didn’t use this
right, but we bear all things, that we
may cause no hindrance to the Good
News of Christ. 13 Don’t you know
that those who serve around sacred
things eat from the things of the
temple, and those who wait on the
altar have their portion with the al-
tar? 14Even so the Lord ordained that
those who proclaim the Good News
should live from the Good News.

15 But I have used none of these
things, and I don’t write these things
that it may be done so in my case; for
I would rather die, than that anyone
should make my boasting void. 16 For
if I preach the Good News, I have
nothing to boast about, for necessity
is laid on me; but woe is to me if I
don’t preach the Good News. 17 For
if I do this of my own will, I have
a reward. But if not of my own
will, I have a stewardship entrusted
to me. 18 What then is my reward?
That when I preach the Good News, I
may present the Good News of Christ
without charge, so as not to abusemy
authority in the Good News.

19 For though I was free from all, I
brought myself under bondage to all,
that I might gain the more. 20 To the
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might
gain Jews; to those who are under the
law, as under the law,* that I might
gain those who are under the law;
21 to those who are without law, as
without law (not being without law
toward God, but under law toward
Christ), that I might win those who
are without law. 22 To the weak I
became as weak, that I might gain the
weak. I have become all things to all
men, that I may by all means save

✡ 9:9 Deuteronomy 25:4 * 9:20 NU adds: though I myself am not under the law
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some. 23Now I do this for the sake of
the Good News, that I may be a joint
partaker of it. 24Don’t you know that
those who run in a race all run, but
one receives the prize? Run like that,
so that you may win. 25 Every man
who strives in the games exercises
self-control in all things. Now they do
it to receive a corruptible crown, but
we an incorruptible. 26 I therefore run
like that, not aimlessly. I fight like
that, not beating the air, 27 but I beat
my body and bring it into submis-
sion, lest by any means, after I have
preached to others, Imyself should be
disqualified.

10
1 Now I would not have you igno-

rant, brothers, that our fathers were
all under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea; 2 and were all bap-
tized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea; 3 and all ate the same spir-
itual food; 4 and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank of
a spiritual rock that followed them,
and the rock was Christ. 5 However
with most of them, God was not well
pleased, for they were overthrown in
the wilderness.

6 Now these things were our ex-
amples, to the intent we should not
lust after evil things as they also
lusted. 7 Don’t be idolaters, as some
of them were. As it is written, “The
people sat down to eat and drink,
and rose up to play.”✡ 8 Let’s not
commit sexual immorality, as some
of them committed, and in one day
twenty-three thousand fell. 9 Let’s
not test Christ,* as some of them
tested, and perished by the serpents.
10 Don’t grumble, as some of them
also grumbled, and perished by the
destroyer. 11 Now all these things
happened to thembyway of example,
and they were written for our admo-
nition, on whom the ends of the ages
have come. 12 Therefore let him who

thinks he stands be careful that he
doesn’t fall.

13No temptation has taken you ex-
cept what is common to man. God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted above what you are able, but
will with the temptation also make
the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it.

14Therefore, my beloved, flee from
idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise men.
Judge what I say. 16 The cup of bless-
ingwhichwebless, isn’t it a sharing of
the blood of Christ? The bread which
we break, isn’t it a sharing of the body
of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf
of bread, we, who are many, are one
body; forwe all partake of the one loaf
of bread. 18 Consider Israel according
to the flesh. Don’t those who eat the
sacrifices participate in the altar?

19 What am I saying then? That a
thing sacrificed to idols is anything,
or that an idol is anything? 20 But I
say that the thingswhich the Gentiles
sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons
and not to God, and I don’t desire
that you would have fellowship with
demons. 21 You can’t both drink
the cup of the Lord and the cup of
demons. You can’t both partake of
the table of the Lord and of the table
of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the
Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger
than he?

23 “All things are lawful for me,”
but not all things are profitable. “All
things are lawful for me,” but not all
things build up. 24 Let no one seek
his own, but each one his neighbor’s
good. 25 Whatever is sold in the
butcher shop, eat, asking no question
for the sake of conscience, 26 for “the
earth is the Lord’s, and its fullness.”✡
27 But if one of those who don’t be-
lieve invites you to a meal, and you
are inclined to go, eat whatever is
set before you, asking no questions
for the sake of conscience. 28 But if
anyone says to you, “This was offered

✡ 10:7 Exodus 32:6 * 10:9 NU reads “the Lord” instead of “Christ”. ✡ 10:26 Psalm 24:1
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to idols,” don’t eat it for the sake of
the one who told you, and for the
sake of conscience. For “the earth
is the Lord’s, with all its fullness.”
29 Conscience, I say, not your own,
but the other’s conscience. For why
is my liberty judged by another con-
science? 30 If I partake with thankful-
ness, why am I denounced for some-
thing I give thanks for?

31 Whether therefore you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God. 32 Give no occasion
for stumbling, whether to Jews, to
Greeks, or to the assembly of God;
33 even as I also please all men in all
things, not seeking my own profit,
but the profit of the many, that they
may be saved.

11
1 Be imitators of me, even as I also

am of Christ.
2 Now I praise you, brothers, that

you remember me in all things, and
hold firm the traditions, even as I
delivered them to you. 3 But I would
have you know that the head* of ev-
ery man is Christ, and the head† of
the woman is man, and the head‡
of Christ is God. 4 Every man pray-
ing or prophesying, having his head
covered, dishonors his head. 5 But
everywoman praying or prophesying
with her head uncovered dishonors
her head. For it is one and the same
thing as if she were shaved. 6 For if
a woman is not covered, let her hair
also be cut off. But if it is shameful
for a woman to have her hair cut off
or be shaved, let her be covered. 7 For
a man indeed ought not to have his
head covered, because he is the image
and glory of God, but the woman is
the glory of the man. 8 For man is
not from woman, but woman from
man; 9 for man wasn’t created for
the woman, but woman for the man.
10 For this cause the woman ought to
have authority over her own head,
because of the angels.

11 Nevertheless, neither is the
woman independent of the man, nor
the man independent of the woman,
in the Lord. 12 For as woman came
from man, so a man also comes
through a woman; but all things are
from God. 13 Judge for yourselves. Is
it appropriate that a woman pray to
God unveiled? 14Doesn’t even nature
itself teach you that if a man has long
hair, it is a dishonor to him? 15 But
if a woman has long hair, it is a glory
to her, for her hair is given to her for
a covering. 16 But if any man seems
to be contentious, we have no such
custom, neither do God’s assemblies.

17 But in giving you this command
I don’t praise you, because you come
together not for the better but for
the worse. 18 For first of all, when
you come together in the assembly, I
hear that divisions exist among you,
and I partly believe it. 19 For there
alsomust be factions among you, that
those who are approved may be re-
vealed among you. 20When therefore
you assemble yourselves together, it
is not the Lord’s supper that you eat.
21 For in your eating each one takes
his own supper first. One is hungry,
and another is drunken. 22 What,
don’t you have houses to eat and to
drink in? Or do you despise God’s
assembly and put them to shamewho
don’t have enough? What shall I tell
you? Shall I praise you? In this I don’t
praise you.

23 For I received from the Lord that
which also I delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night in which he
was betrayed took bread. 24 When
he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “Take, eat. This is my body,
which is broken for you. Do this in
memory ofme.” 25 In the samewayhe
also took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink,
in memory of me.” 26 For as often as
you eat this bread and drink this cup,

* 11:3 or, origin † 11:3 or, origin ‡ 11:3 or, origin
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you proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.

27 Therefore whoever eats this
bread or drinks the Lord’s cup in a
way unworthy of the Lord will be
guilty of the body and the blood of
the Lord. 28 But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of the
bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he
who eats and drinks in an unworthy
way eats and drinks judgment to
himself if he doesn’t discern the
Lord’s body. 30 For this cause many
among you are weak and sickly, and
not a few sleep. 31 For if we discerned
ourselves, we wouldn’t be judged.
32 But when we are judged, we are
disciplined by the Lord, that we may
not be condemned with the world.
33 Therefore, my brothers, when you
come together to eat, wait for one
another. 34 But if anyone is hungry,
let him eat at home, lest your coming
together be for judgment. The rest I
will set in order whenever I come.

12
1 Now concerning spiritual things,

brothers, I don’t want you to be igno-
rant. 2You know that when you were
heathen,* you were led away to those
mute idols, however youmight be led.
3Therefore I make known to you that
no man speaking by God’s Spirit says,
“Jesus is accursed.” No one can say,
“Jesus is Lord,” but by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are various kinds of
gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There
are various kinds of service, and the
same Lord. 6 There are various kinds
of workings, but the same God who
works all things in all. 7 But to each
one is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the profit of all. 8 For to one
is given through the Spirit the word
of wisdom, and to another the word
of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same
Spirit, and to another gifts of healings
by the same Spirit, 10 and to another
workings of miracles, and to another

prophecy, and to another discerning
of spirits, to another different kinds
of languages, and to another the in-
terpretation of languages. 11 But the
one and the same Spirit produces all
of these, distributing to each one sep-
arately as he desires.

12 For as the body is one and has
many members, and all the members
of the body, being many, are one
body; so also is Christ. 13 For in
one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether bond or free; and were all
given to drink into one Spirit.

14 For the body is not one member,
but many. 15 If the foot would say,
“Because I’m not the hand, I’m not
part of the body,” it is not there-
fore not part of the body. 16 If the
ear would say, “Because I’m not the
eye, I’m not part of the body,” it’s
not therefore not part of the body.
17 If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the
whole were hearing, wherewould the
smelling be? 18 But now God has set
the members, each one of them, in
the body, just as he desired. 19 If they
were all one member, where would
the body be? 20 But now they are
many members, but one body. 21 The
eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no
need for you,” or again the head to
the feet, “I have no need for you.”
22 No, much rather, those members
of the body which seem to be weaker
are necessary. 23 Those parts of the
bodywhichwe think to be less honor-
able, on those we bestow more abun-
dant honor; and our unpresentable
parts have more abundant modesty,
24 while our presentable parts have
no such need. But God composed the
body together, giving more abundant
honor to the inferior part, 25 that
there should be no division in the
body, but that the members should
have the same care for one another.
26 When one member suffers, all the
members suffer with it. When one

* 12:2 or Gentiles
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member is honored, all the members
rejoice with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ,
and members individually. 28God has
set some in the assembly: first apos-
tles, second prophets, third teach-
ers, then miracle workers, then gifts
of healings, helps, governments, and
various kinds of languages. 29 Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are all miracle workers?
30Do all have gifts of healings? Do all
speak with various languages? Do all
interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the
best gifts. Moreover, I show a most
excellent way to you.

13
1 If I speak with the languages of

men and of angels, but don’t have
love, I have become sounding brass or
a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift
of prophecy, and know all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but
don’t have love, I am nothing. 3 If I
give away all my goods to feed the
poor, and if I give my body to be
burned, but don’t have love, it profits
me nothing.

4 Love is patient and is kind. Love
doesn’t envy. Love doesn’t brag, is
not proud, 5 doesn’t behave itself in-
appropriately, doesn’t seek its own
way, is not provoked, takes no ac-
count of evil; 6 doesn’t rejoice in un-
righteousness, but rejoices with the
truth; 7 bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, and endures
all things.

8 Love never fails. But where there
are prophecies, they will be done
away with. Where there are various
languages, they will cease. Where
there is knowledge, it will be done
away with. 9 For we know in part and
we prophesy in part; 10but when that
which is complete has come, then
that which is partial will be done
away with. 11 When I was a child,

I spoke as a child, I felt as a child,
I thought as a child. Now that I
have become a man, I have put away
childish things. 12 For now we see
in a mirror, dimly, but then face to
face. Now I know in part, but then
I will know fully, even as I was also
fully known. 13 But now faith, hope,
and love remain—these three. The
greatest of these is love.

14
1 Follow after love and earnestly

desire spiritual gifts, but especially
that you may prophesy. 2 For he who
speaks in another language speaks
not tomen, but to God, for no one un-
derstands, but in the Spirit he speaks
mysteries. 3 But he who prophesies
speaks to men for their edification,
exhortation, and consolation. 4 He
who speaks in another language ed-
ifies himself, but he who prophesies
edifies the assembly. 5 Now I desire
to have you all speak with other lan-
guages, but evenmore that youwould
prophesy. For he is greater who
prophesies than he who speaks with
other languages, unless he interprets,
that the assembly may be built up.

6 But now, brothers,* if I come to
you speaking with other languages,
what would I profit you unless I speak
to you either by way of revelation,
or of knowledge, or of prophesying,
or of teaching? 7 Even lifeless things
that make a sound, whether pipe or
harp, if they didn’t give a distinction
in the sounds, howwould it be known
what is piped or harped? 8 For if
the trumpet gave an uncertain sound,
who would prepare himself for war?
9 So also you, unless you uttered by
the tonguewords easy to understand,
how would it be known what is spo-
ken? For you would be speaking into
the air. 10 There are, it may be, so
many kinds of languages in theworld,
andnoneof them iswithoutmeaning.
11 If then I don’t know the meaning of

* 14:6 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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the language, I would be to him who
speaks a foreigner, and hewho speaks
would be a foreigner to me. 12 So also
you, since you are zealous for spiri-
tual gifts, seek that you may abound
to the building up of the assembly.

13 Therefore let him who speaks in
another language pray that he may
interpret. 14 For if I pray in another
language, my spirit prays, but my
understanding is unfruitful.

15 What should I do? I will pray
with the spirit, and I will pray with
the understanding also. I will sing
with the spirit, and Iwill singwith the
understanding also. 16 Otherwise, if
you bless with the spirit, how will he
who fills the place of the unlearned
say the “Amen” at your giving of
thanks, seeing he doesn’t know what
you say? 17 For you most certainly
give thanks well, but the other per-
son is not built up. 18 I thank my
God, I speak with other languages
more than you all. 19However, in the
assembly I would rather speak five
words with my understanding, that I
might instruct others also, than ten
thousand words in another language.

20 Brothers, don’t be children in
thoughts, yet in malice be babies, but
in thoughts be mature. 21 In the
law it is written, “By men of strange
languages and by the lips of strangers
I will speak to this people. They
won’t even listen to me that way,
says the Lord.”✡ 22 Therefore other
languages are for a sign, not to those
who believe, but to the unbelieving;
but prophesying is for a sign, not to
the unbelieving, but to those who
believe. 23 If therefore the whole as-
sembly is assembled together and all
speak with other languages, and un-
learned or unbelieving people come
in, won’t they say that you are crazy?
24 But if all prophesy, and someone
unbelieving or unlearned comes in,
he is reproved by all, and he is judged

by all. 25 And thus the secrets of
his heart are revealed. So he will
fall down on his face and worship
God, declaring that God is among you
indeed.

26What is it then, brothers? When
you come together, each one of you
has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
revelation, has another language, or
has an interpretation. Let all things
be done to build each other up. 27 If
any man speaks in another language,
let there be two, or at the most three,
and in turn; and let one interpret.
28 But if there is no interpreter, let
him keep silent in the assembly, and
let him speak to himself and to God.
29 Let two or three of the prophets
speak, and let the others discern.
30 But if a revelation is made to an-
other sitting by, let the first keep
silent. 31 For you all can prophesy
one by one, that all may learn and
all may be exhorted. 32 The spirits
of the prophets are subject to the
prophets, 33 for God is not a God of
confusion but of peace, as in all the
assemblies of the saints. 34 Let the
wives be quiet in the assemblies, for
it has not been permitted for them
to be talking except in submission, as
the law also says,✡ 35 if they desire
to learn anything. “Let them ask
their own husbands at home, for it is
shameful for a wife to be talking in
the assembly.” 36What!? Was it from
you that the word of God went out?
Or did it come to you alone?

37 If any man thinks himself to be
a prophet or spiritual, let him recog-
nize the things which I write to you,
that they are the commandment of
the Lord. 38 But if anyone is ignorant,
let him be ignorant.

39 Therefore, brothers, desire
earnestly to prophesy, and don’t
forbid speakingwith other languages.
40 Let all things be done decently and
in order.

✡ 14:21 Isaiah 28:11-12 ✡ 14:34 Deuteronomy 27:9
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1Now Ideclare to you, brothers, the
Good News which I preached to you,
which also you received, in which you
also stand, 2 by which also you are
saved, if you hold firmly the word
which I preached to you—unless you
believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you first of
all that which I also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, 5and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to over
five hundred brothers at once, most
of whom remain until now, but some
have also fallen asleep. 7 Then he
appeared to James, then to all the
apostles, 8 and last of all, as to the
child born at the wrong time, he ap-
peared to me also. 9 For I am the least
of the apostles, who is not worthy to
be called an apostle, because I perse-
cuted the assembly of God. 10 But by
the grace of God I am what I am. His
grace which was given to me was not
futile, but I worked more than all of
them; yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me. 11Whether then
it is I or they, so we preach, and so you
believed.

12Now if Christ is preached, that he
has been raised from the dead, how
do some among you say that there is
no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if
there is no resurrection of the dead,
neither has Christ been raised. 14 If
Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your faith
also is in vain. 15 Yes, we are also
found false witnesses of God, because
we testified about God that he raised
up Christ, whom he didn’t raise up if
it is true that the dead are not raised.
16For if the dead aren’t raised, neither
has Christ been raised. 17 If Christ has
not been raised, your faith is vain; you
are still in your sins. 18Then they also
who are fallen asleep in Christ have
perished. 19 If we have only hoped in

Christ in this life, we are of all men
most pitiable.

20 But now Christ has been raised
from the dead. He became the first
fruit of those who are asleep. 21 For
since death came by man, the resur-
rection of the dead also came byman.
22 For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ all will be made alive. 23 But
each in his own order: Christ the first
fruits, then those who are Christ’s at
his coming. 24 Then the end comes,
when he will deliver up the Kingdom
to God the Father, when he will have
abolished all rule and all authority
and power. 25 For he must reign until
he has put all his enemies under his
feet. 26 The last enemy that will be
abolished is death. 27 For, “He put all
things in subjection under his feet.”✡
But when he says, “All things are put
in subjection”, it is evident that he
is excepted who subjected all things
to him. 28 When all things have been
subjected to him, then the Son will
also himself be subjected to him who
subjected all things to him, that God
may be all in all.

29Or else what will they dowho are
baptized for the dead? If the dead
aren’t raised at all, why then are they
baptized for the dead? 30 Why do we
also stand in jeopardy every hour? 31 I
affirm, by the boasting in you which
I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die
daily. 32 If I fought with animals at
Ephesus for human purposes, what
does it profit me? If the dead are
not raised, then “let’s eat and drink,
for tomorrow we die.”✡ 33 Don’t
be deceived! “Evil companionships
corrupt good morals.” 34 Wake up
righteously and don’t sin, for some
have no knowledge of God. I say this
to your shame.

35 But someone will say, “How are
the dead raised?” and, “With what
kind of body do they come?” 36 You
foolish one, that which you yourself
sow is not made alive unless it dies.
37 That which you sow, you don’t sow

✡ 15:27 Psalm 8:6 ✡ 15:32 Isaiah 22:13
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the body that will be, but a bare grain,
maybe of wheat, or of some other
kind. 38 But God gives it a body even
as it pleased him, and to each seed
a body of its own. 39 All flesh is not
the same flesh, but there is one flesh
of men, another flesh of animals, an-
other of fish, and another of birds.
40 There are also celestial bodies and
terrestrial bodies; but the glory of
the celestial differs from that of the
terrestrial. 41There is one glory of the
sun, another glory of the moon, and
another glory of the stars; for one star
differs from another star in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the
dead. The body is sown perishable; it
is raised imperishable. 43 It is sown
in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It
is sown in weakness; it is raised in
power. 44 It is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body. There
is a natural body and there is also a
spiritual body.

45 So also it is written, “The first
man Adam became a living soul.” ✡
The last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. 46 However, that which is
spiritual isn’t first, but that which is
natural, then that which is spiritual.
47 The first man is of the earth, made
of dust. The second man is the Lord
from heaven. 48 As is the one made
of dust, such are those who are also
made of dust; and as is the heavenly,
such are they also that are heavenly.
49 As we have borne the image of
those made of dust, let’s* also bear
the image of the heavenly. 50 Now
I say this, brothers,† that flesh and
blood can’t inherit God’s Kingdom;
neither does the perishable inherit
imperishable.

51Behold,‡ I tell you a mystery. We
will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed, 52 in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet.

For the trumpet will sound and the
dead will be raised incorruptible, and
wewill be changed. 53For this perish-
able bodymust become imperishable,
and this mortal must put on immor-
tality. 54 But when this perishable
body will have become imperishable,
and this mortal will have put on im-
mortality, then what is written will
happen: “Death is swallowed up in
victory.”✡
55 “Death, where is your sting?

Hades,§ where is your vic-
tory?”✡

56 The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law. 57 But
thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, al-
ways abounding in the Lord’s work,
because you know that your labor is
not in vain in the Lord.

16
1 Now concerning the collection

for the saints: as I commanded the
assemblies of Galatia, you do like-
wise. 2 On the first day of every
week, let each one of you save as he
may prosper, that no collections are
made when I come. 3 When I arrive,
I will send whoever you approve with
letters to carry your gracious gift to
Jerusalem. 4 If it is appropriate forme
to go also, they will go with me.

5 I will come to you when I have
passed through Macedonia, for I am
passing through Macedonia. 6 But
with you it may be that I will stay
with you, or even winter with you,
that you may send me on my journey
wherever I go. 7 For I do not wish to
see you now in passing, but I hope to
stay a while with you, if the Lord per-
mits. 8But I will stay at Ephesus until
Pentecost, 9 for a great and effective

✡ 15:45 Genesis 2:7 * 15:49 NU, TR read “we will” instead of “let’s” † 15:50 The word for
“brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ‡ 15:51 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is
often used as an interjection. ✡ 15:54 Isaiah 25:8 § 15:55 or, Hell ✡ 15:55 See Hosea 13:14
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door has opened to me, and there are
many adversaries.

10 Now if Timothy comes, see that
he is with you without fear, for he
does thework of the Lord, as I also do.
11 Therefore let no one despise him.
But set him forward on his journey in
peace, that he may come to me; for I
expect him with the brothers.

12 Now concerning Apollos the
brother, I strongly urged him to come
to you with the brothers, but it was
not at all his desire to come now;
but he will come when he has an
opportunity.

13 Watch! Stand firm in the faith!
Be courageous! Be strong! 14 Let all
that you do be done in love.

15 Now I beg you, brothers —you
know the house of Stephanas, that
it is the first fruits of Achaia, and
that theyhave set themselves to serve
the saints — 16 that you also be in
subjection to such, and to everyone
who helps in the work and labors. 17 I
rejoice at the coming of Stephanas,
Fortunatus, and Achaicus; for that
which was lacking on your part, they
supplied. 18 For they refreshed my
spirit and yours. Therefore acknowl-
edge those who are like that.

19The assemblies of Asia greet you.
Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly
in the Lord, together with the as-
sembly that is in their house. 20 All
the brothers greet you. Greet one
another with a holy kiss.

21This greeting is byme, Paul, with
my own hand. 22 If any man doesn’t
love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be
cursed.* Come, Lord!† 23 The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
24My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

* 16:22 Greek: anathema. † 16:22 Aramaic: Maranatha!
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Paul’s Second Letter tothe Corinthians
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus

through the will of God, and Timo-
thy our brother, to the assembly of
God which is at Corinth, with all the
saints who are in the whole of Achaia:
2Grace to you and peace fromGod our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of mercies and God of all comfort,
4who comforts us in all our affliction,
that we may be able to comfort those
who are in any affliction, through the
comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God. 5 For as the suf-
ferings of Christ abound to us, even
so our comfort also abounds through
Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it is
for your comfort and salvation. If we
are comforted, it is for your comfort,
which produces in you the patient en-
during of the same sufferings which
we also suffer. 7 Our hope for you is
steadfast, knowing that, since you are
partakers of the sufferings, so you are
also of the comfort.

8 For we don’t desire to have you
uninformed, brothers,† concerning
our affliction which happened to us
in Asia: that we were weighed down
exceedingly, beyond our power, so
much that we despaired even of life.
9 Yes, we ourselves have had the sen-
tence of death within ourselves, that
we should not trust in ourselves, but
in Godwho raises the dead, 10who de-
livered us out of so great a death, and
does deliver, on whom we have set
our hope that he will also still deliver
us, 11you also helping together on our
behalf by your supplication; that, for
the gift given to us bymeans of many,
thanksmay be given bymanypersons
on your behalf.

12 For our boasting is this: the
testimony of our conscience that in
holiness and sincerity of God, not
in fleshly wisdom but in the grace
of God, we behaved ourselves in the
world, and more abundantly toward
you. 13 For we write no other things
to you than what you read or even
acknowledge, and I hope you will ac-
knowledge to the end— 14 as also you
acknowledged us in part—that we are
your boasting, even as you also are
ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

15 In this confidence, I was deter-
mined to come first to you, that you
might have a second benefit, 16and by
you to pass intoMacedonia, and again
from Macedonia to come to you, and
to be sent forward by you on my
journey to Judea. 17When I therefore
planned this, did I show fickleness?
Or the things that I plan, do I plan
according to the flesh, that with me
there should be the “Yes, yes” and the
“No, no?” 18 But as God is faithful,
our word toward you was not “Yes
and no.” 19 For the Son of God, Jesus
Christ, who was preached among you
by us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy
—was not “Yes and no,” but in him
is “Yes.” 20 For however many are
the promises of God, in him is the
“Yes.” Therefore also through him
is the “Amen”, to the glory of God
through us.

21 Now he who establishes us with
you in Christ and anointed us is God,
22who also sealed us and gave us the
down payment of the Spirit in our
hearts.

23But I call God for a witness to my
soul, that to spare you, I didn’t come
to Corinth. 24 We don’t control your
faith, but are fellow workers with you
for your joy. For you stand firm in
faith.

2
1 But I determined this for myself,

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:8 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows
may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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that I would not come to you again
in sorrow. 2 For if I make you grieve,
then who will make me glad but he
who is made to grieve by me? 3 And
I wrote this very thing to you, so that
when I came, I wouldn’t have sorrow
from themofwhom I ought to rejoice;
having confidence in you all that my
joywould be shared by all of you. 4For
out of much affliction and anguish
of heart I wrote to you with many
tears, not that you should be made to
grieve, but that you might know the
love that I have so abundantly for you.

5 But if any has caused sorrow, he
has caused sorrow not to me, but in
part (that I not press too heavily) to
you all. 6This punishment which was
inflicted by the many is sufficient for
such a one; 7 so that, on the contrary,
you should rather forgive him and
comfort him, lest by any means such
a one should be swallowed upwith his
excessive sorrow. 8 Therefore I beg
you to confirm your love toward him.
9 For to this end I also wrote, that I
might know theproof of you, whether
you are obedient in all things. 10Now
I also forgive whomever you forgive
anything. For if indeed I have for-
given anything, I have forgiven that
one for your sakes in the presence of
Christ, 11 that no advantage may be
gained over us by Satan, for we are
not ignorant of his schemes.

12 Now when I came to Troas for
the Good News of Christ, and when a
door was opened to me in the Lord,
13 I had no relief formy spirit, because
I didn’t find Titus my brother, but
taking my leave of them, I went out
into Macedonia.

14 Now thanks be to God who al-
ways leads us in triumph in Christ,
and reveals through us the sweet
aroma of his knowledge in every
place. 15 For we are a sweet aroma of
Christ to God in those who are saved
and in those who perish: 16 to the one
a stench from death to death, to the
other a sweet aroma from life to life.
Who is sufficient for these things?

17 For we are not as so many, peddling
the word of God. But as of sincerity,
but as of God, in the sight of God, we
speak in Christ.

3
1 Are we beginning again to com-

mend ourselves? Or do we need, as
do some, letters of commendation to
you or from you? 2You are our letter,
written in ourhearts, knownand read
by all men, 3 being revealed that you
are a letter of Christ, served by us,
written not with ink, but with the
Spirit of the living God; not in tablets
of stone, but in tablets that are hearts
of flesh.

4 Such confidence we have through
Christ toward God, 5 not that we
are sufficient of ourselves to account
anything as from ourselves; but our
sufficiency is from God, 6 who also
made us sufficient as servants of a
new covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.

7But if the service of death, written
engraved on stones, came with glory,
so that the children of Israel could not
look steadfastly on the face of Moses
for the glory of his face, which was
passing away, 8 won’t service of the
Spirit be withmuchmore glory? 9For
if the service of condemnation has
glory, the service of righteousness
exceeds much more in glory. 10 For
most certainly that which has been
made glorious has not been made
glorious in this respect, by reason of
the glory that surpasses. 11 For if that
which passes away was with glory,
much more that which remains is in
glory.

12Having therefore such a hope, we
use great boldness of speech, 13 and
not as Moses, who put a veil on his
face so that the children of Israel
wouldn’t look steadfastly on the end
of thatwhichwas passing away. 14But
their minds were hardened, for until
this very day at the reading of the old
covenant the same veil remains, be-
cause in Christ it passes away. 15 But
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to this day, when Moses is read, a veil
lies on their heart. 16 But whenever
someone turns to the Lord, the veil
is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is
the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all,
with unveiled face seeing the glory
of the Lord as in a mirror, are trans-
formed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as from the Lord,
the Spirit.

4
1 Therefore, seeing we have this

ministry, even as we obtained mercy,
we don’t faint. 2 But we have
renounced the hidden things of
shame, not walking in craftiness nor
handling the word of God deceitfully,
but by the manifestation of the
truth commending ourselves to every
man’s conscience in the sight of God.
3 Even if our Good News is veiled,
it is veiled in those who are dying,
4 in whom the god of this world has
blinded theminds of the unbelieving,
that the light of the Good News of
the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God, should not dawn on them.
5 For we don’t preach ourselves, but
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as
your servants for Jesus’ sake, 6 seeing
it is God who said, “Light will shine
out of darkness,”✡ who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in clay
vessels, that the exceeding greatness
of the power may be of God and not
from ourselves. 8 We are pressed
on every side, yet not crushed; per-
plexed, yet not to despair; 9 pursued,
yet not forsaken; struck down, yet not
destroyed; 10 always carrying in the
body the putting to death of the Lord
Jesus, that the life of Jesusmay also be
revealed in our body. 11 For we who
live are always delivered to death for
Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus

may be revealed in our mortal flesh.
12 So then death works in us, but life
in you.

13 But having the same spirit of
faith, according to that which is
written, “I believed, and therefore I
spoke.”✡ We also believe, and there-
fore we also speak, 14knowing that he
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise
us also with Jesus, and will present
us with you. 15 For all things are
for your sakes, that the grace, being
multiplied through the many, may
cause the thanksgiving to abound to
the glory of God.

16 Therefore we don’t faint, but
though our outward person is decay-
ing, yet our inward person is renewed
day by day. 17 For our light affliction,
which is for the moment, works for
us more and more exceedingly an
eternal weight of glory, 18 while we
don’t look at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not
seen. For the things which are seen
are temporal, but the things which
are not seen are eternal.

5
1 For we know that if the earthly

house of our tent is dissolved, we
have a building from God, a house
not made with hands, eternal, in the
heavens. 2 For most certainly in this
we groan, longing to be clothed with
our habitation which is from heaven,
3 if indeed being clothed, we will not
be found naked. 4 For indeed we
who are in this tent do groan, being
burdened, not that we desire to be
unclothed, but that we desire to be
clothed, that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. 5 Now he who
made us for this very thing is God,
who also gave to us the down pay-
ment of the Spirit.

6 Therefore we are always confi-
dent and know that while we are at
home in the body, we are absent from
the Lord; 7 for we walk by faith, not
by sight. 8 We are courageous, I say,

✡ 4:6 Genesis 1:3 ✡ 4:13 Psalm 116:10



2 Corinthians 5:9 207 2 Corinthians 6:15
and are willing rather to be absent
from the body and to be at home
with the Lord. 9 Therefore also we
make it our aim, whether at home
or absent, to be well pleasing to him.
10 For we must all be revealed before
the judgment seat of Christ that each
one may receive the things in the
body according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.

11 Knowing therefore the fear of
the Lord, we persuade men, but we
are revealed to God, and I hope that
we are revealed also in your con-
sciences. 12 For we are not commend-
ing ourselves to you again, but speak
as giving you occasion of boasting on
our behalf, that you may have some-
thing to answer those who boast in
appearance and not in heart. 13 For if
we are beside ourselves, it is for God.
Or ifwe are of sobermind, it is for you.
14 For the love of Christ compels us;
because we judge thus: that one died
for all, therefore all died. 15 He died
for all, that those who live should
no longer live to themselves, but to
him who for their sakes died and rose
again.

16 Therefore we know no one ac-
cording to the flesh from now on.
Even though we have known Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we
know him so no more. 17 Therefore
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old things have passed
away. Behold,* all things have be-
come new. 18 But all things are
of God, who reconciled us to him-
self through Jesus Christ, and gave
to us the ministry of reconciliation;
19 namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to himself, not
reckoning to them their trespasses,
and having committed to us the word
of reconciliation.

20 We are therefore ambassadors
on behalf of Christ, as though God
were entreating by us: we beg you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

21 For him who knew no sin he made
to be sin on our behalf, so that in him
we might become the righteousness
of God.

6
1Working together, we entreat also

that you do not receive the grace of
God in vain. 2 For he says,
“At an acceptable time I listened to

you.
In a day of salvation I helped you.”✡

Behold, now is the acceptable time.
Behold, now is the day of salvation.
3 We give no occasion of stumbling
in anything, that our service may
not be blamed, 4 but in everything
commending ourselves as servants of
God: in great endurance, in afflic-
tions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 in
beatings, in imprisonments, in riots,
in labors, in watchings, in fastings,
6 in pureness, in knowledge, in per-
severance, in kindness, in the Holy
Spirit, in sincere love, 7 in the word
of truth, in the power of God, by the
armor of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left, 8 by glory and
dishonor, by evil report and good
report, as deceivers and yet true, 9 as
unknown and yet well known, as dy-
ing and behold—we live, as punished
and not killed, 10 as sorrowful yet
always rejoicing, as poor yet making
many rich, as having nothing and yet
possessing all things.

11 Our mouth is open to you,
Corinthians. Our heart is enlarged.
12You arenot restricted byus, but you
are restricted by your own affections.
13 Now in return—I speak as to my
children—you also open your hearts.

14 Don’t be unequally yoked with
unbelievers, for what fellowship do
righteousness and iniquity have? Or
what fellowship does light have with
darkness? 15 What agreement does
Christ have with Belial? Or what
portion does a believer have with an

* 5:17 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection. ✡ 6:2 Isaiah 49:8
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unbeliever? 16 What agreement does
a temple of God have with idols? For
you are a temple of the living God.
Even as God said, “I will dwell in them
and walk in them. I will be their
God and they will be my people.”✡
17 Therefore
“ ‘Come out from among them,

and be separate,’ says the Lord.
‘Touch no unclean thing.

I will receive you.✡
18 I will be to you a Father.

You will be to me sons and
daughters,’

says the Lord Almighty.”✡

7
1Having therefore these promises,

beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from
all defilement of flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of God.

2 Open your hearts to us. We
wronged no one. We corrupted no
one. We took advantage of no one.
3 I say this not to condemn you, for
I have said before that you are in
our hearts to die together and live
together. 4 Great is my boldness of
speech toward you. Great ismyboast-
ing on your behalf. I am filled with
comfort. I overflowwith joy in all our
affliction.

5 For even when we had come into
Macedonia, our flesh had no relief,
but we were afflicted on every side.
Fightings were outside. Fear was in-
side. 6Nevertheless, he who comforts
the lowly, God, comforted us by the
coming of Titus, 7 and not by his
coming only, but also by the comfort
with which he was comforted in you
while he told us of your longing, your
mourning, and your zeal for me, so
that I rejoiced still more.

8 For though I grieved you with my
letter, I do not regret it, though I did
regret it. For I see thatmy lettermade
you grieve, though just for a while.
9 I now rejoice, not that you were

grieved, but that you were grieved to
repentance. For you were grieved in
a godly way, that you might suffer
loss by us in nothing. 10 For godly
sorrow produces repentance leading
to salvation, which brings no regret.
But the sorrow of the world produces
death. 11 For behold, this same thing,
that you were grieved in a godly way,
what earnest care it worked in you.
Yes, what defense, indignation, fear,
longing, zeal, and vindication! In
everything you demonstrated your-
selves to be pure in the matter. 12 So
although I wrote to you, I wrote not
for his cause that did the wrong,
nor for his cause that suffered the
wrong, but that your earnest care for
us might be revealed in you in the
sight of God. 13 Therefore we have
been comforted. In our comfort we
rejoiced themore exceedingly for the
joy of Titus, because his spirit has
been refreshed by you all. 14 For if
in anything I have boasted to him on
your behalf, I was not disappointed.
But as we spoke all things to you in
truth, so our glorying also which I
made before Titus was found to be
truth. 15 His affection is more abun-
dantly toward you, while he remem-
bers all of your obedience, how with
fear and trembling you received him.
16 I rejoice that in everything I am
confident concerning you.

8
1 Moreover, brothers, we make

known to you the grace of God which
has been given in the assemblies of
Macedonia, 2 how in a severe ordeal
of affliction, the abundance of their
joy and their deep poverty abounded
to the riches of their generosity. 3 For
according to their power, I testify, yes
and beyond their power, they gave of
their own accord, 4 begging us with
much entreaty to receive this grace
and the fellowship in the service to
the saints. 5 This was not as we had

✡ 6:16 Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27 ✡ 6:17 Isaiah 52:11; Ezekiel 20:34,41 ✡ 6:18
2 Samuel 7:14; 7:8
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expected, but first they gave their
own selves to the Lord, and to us
through thewill of God. 6Sowe urged
Titus, that as he had made a begin-
ning before, so he would also com-
plete in you this grace. 7 But as you
abound in everything—in faith, utter-
ance, knowledge, all earnestness, and
in your love to us—see that you also
abound in this grace.

8 I speak not by way of command-
ment, but as proving through the
earnestness of others the sincerity
also of your love. 9 For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though hewas rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, that you through
his poverty might become rich. 10 I
give advice in this: it is expedient
for you who were the first to start
a year ago, not only to do, but also
to be willing. 11 But now complete
the doing also, that as there was the
readiness to be willing, so there may
be the completion also out of your
ability. 12 For if the readiness is there,
it is acceptable according to what you
have, not according towhat you don’t
have. 13For this is not that othersmay
be eased and you distressed, 14 but
for equality. Your abundance at this
present time supplies their lack, that
their abundance also may become a
supply for your lack, that there may
be equality. 15 As it is written, “He
who gathered much had nothing left
over, and he who gathered little had
no lack.”✡

16 But thanks be to God, who puts
the same earnest care for you into
the heart of Titus. 17 For he indeed
accepted our exhortation, but being
himself very earnest, he went out to
you of his ownaccord. 18Wehave sent
together with him the brother whose
praise in the Good News is known
throughout all the assemblies. 19Not
only so, but he was also appointed by
the assemblies to travelwith us in this
grace, which is served by us to the

glory of the Lord himself, and to show
our readiness. 20 We are avoiding
this, that any man should blame us
concerning this abundance which is
administered by us. 21Having regard
for honorable things, not only in the
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight
of men. 22 We have sent with them
our brother whom we have many
times proved earnest in many things,
but now much more earnest, by rea-
son of the great confidence which he
has in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my
partner and fellowworker for you. As
for our brothers, they are the apostles
of the assemblies, the glory of Christ.
24 Therefore show the proof of your
love to them before the assemblies,
and of our boasting on your behalf.

9
1 It is indeed unnecessary for me to

write to you concerning the service to
the saints, 2 for I knowyour readiness,
of which I boast on your behalf to
those of Macedonia, that Achaia has
been prepared for the past year. Your
zeal has stirredupverymanyof them.
3 But I have sent the brothers so that
our boasting on your behalf may not
be in vain in this respect, that, just
as I said, you may be prepared, 4 lest
by any means, if anyone from Mace-
donia comes there with me and finds
you unprepared, we (to say nothing
of you) would be disappointed in this
confident boasting. 5 I thought it
necessary therefore to entreat the
brothers that they would go before
to you and arrange ahead of time
the generous gift that you promised
before, that the same might be ready
as a matter of generosity, and not of
greediness.

6 Remember this: he who sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly. He
who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. 7 Let each man give
according as he has determined in
his heart, not grudgingly or under

✡ 8:15 Exodus 16:18
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compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. 8 And God is able to make all
grace abound to you, that you, always
having all sufficiency in everything,
may abound to every good work. 9As
it is written,
“He has scattered abroad. He has

given to the poor.
His righteousness remains for-

ever.”✡
10 Now may he who supplies seed

to the sower and bread for food,
supply and multiply your seed for
sowing, and increase the fruits of
your righteousness, 11 you being en-
riched in everything for all generos-
ity, which produces thanksgiving to
God through us. 12 For this service
of giving that you perform not only
makes up for lack among the saints,
but abounds also through much giv-
ing of thanks to God, 13 seeing that
through the proof given by this ser-
vice, they glorify God for the obedi-
ence of your confession to the Good
News of Christ and for the generos-
ity of your contribution to them and
to all, 14 while they themselves also,
with supplication on your behalf,
yearn for youby reasonof the exceed-
ing grace of God in you. 15Now thanks
be to God for his unspeakable gift!

10
1 Now I Paul, myself, entreat you

by the humility and gentleness of
Christ, I who in your presence am
lowly among you, but being absent
am bold toward you. 2 Yes, I beg
you that I may not, when present,
show courage with the confidence
with which I intend to be bold against
some, who consider us to be walk-
ing according to the flesh. 3 For
though we walk in the flesh, we
don’twagewar according to theflesh;
4 for the weapons of our warfare
are not of the flesh, but mighty be-
fore God to the throwing down of

strongholds, 5 throwing down imag-
inations and every high thing that
is exalted against the knowledge of
God and bringing every thought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ,
6 and being in readiness to avenge all
disobedience when your obedience is
made full.

7 Do you look at things only as
they appear in front of your face? If
anyone trusts in himself that he is
Christ’s, let him consider this again
with himself, that even as he is
Christ’s, so we also are Christ’s. 8 For
even if I boast somewhat abundantly
concerning our authority, which the
Lord gave for building you up and not
for casting you down, I will not be
ashamed, 9 that I may not seem as if
I desire to terrify you by my letters.
10 For, “His letters”, they say, “are
weighty and strong, but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech is
despised.” 11 Let such a person con-
sider this, thatwhatwe are inword by
letters when we are absent, such are
we also in deed when we are present.

12 For we are not bold to number
or compare ourselves with some of
those who commend themselves. But
they themselves, measuring them-
selves by themselves, and compar-
ing themselves with themselves, are
without understanding. 13 But we
will not boast beyond proper limits,
butwithin the boundarieswithwhich
God appointed to us, which reach
even to you. 14 For we don’t stretch
ourselves too much, as though we
didn’t reach to you. For we came even
as far as to youwith the Good News of
Christ, 15 not boasting beyond proper
limits in other men’s labors, but hav-
ing hope that as your faith grows,
we will be abundantly enlarged by
you in our sphere of influence, 16 so
as to preach the Good News even to
the parts beyond you, not to boast in
what someone else has already done.
17 But “he who boasts, let him boast

✡ 9:9 Psalm 112:9 ✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 9:24
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in the Lord.”✡ 18 For it isn’t he who
commends himself who is approved,
but whom the Lord commends.

11
1 I wish that you would bear with

me in a little foolishness, but indeed
you do bear with me. 2 For I am jeal-
ous over you with a godly jealousy.
For I promised you inmarriage to one
husband, that I might present you as
a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am
afraid that somehow, as the serpent
deceived Eve in his craftiness, so your
minds might be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if
hewho comes preaches another Jesus
whom we didn’t preach, or if you
receive a different spirit which you
didn’t receive, or a different “good
news” which you didn’t accept, you
put up with that well enough. 5 For
I reckon that I am not at all behind
the very best apostles. 6 But though
I am unskilled in speech, yet I am not
unskilled in knowledge. No, in every
way we have been revealed to you in
all things.

7 Or did I commit a sin in hum-
bling myself that you might be ex-
alted, because I preached to you God’s
Good News free of charge? 8 I robbed
other assemblies, taking wages from
them that I might serve you. 9 When
I was present with you and was in
need, Iwasn’t a burdenon anyone, for
the brothers, when they came from
Macedonia, supplied the measure of
my need. In everything I kept myself
from being burdensome to you, and I
will continue to do so. 10As the truth
of Christ is in me, no one will stop me
from this boasting in the regions of
Achaia. 11 Why? Because I don’t love
you? God knows.

12Butwhat I do, that I will continue
to do, that I may cut off opportunity
from those who desire an opportu-
nity, that in which they boast, they
may be recognized just like us. 13 For

such men are false apostles, deceit-
ful workers, masquerading as Christ’s
apostles. 14 And no wonder, for even
Satan masquerades as an angel of
light. 15 It is no great thing therefore
if his servants also masquerade as
servants of righteousness, whose end
will be according to their works.

16 I say again, let no one think me
foolish. But if so, yet receive me
as foolish, that I also may boast a
little. 17 That which I speak, I don’t
speak according to the Lord, but as
in foolishness, in this confidence of
boasting. 18 Seeing that many boast
after the flesh, I will also boast. 19 For
you bear with the foolish gladly, be-
ing wise. 20 For you bear with a man
if he brings you into bondage, if he
devours you, if he takes you captive, if
he exalts himself, or if he strikes you
on the face. 21 To my shame, I speak
as though we had been weak. Yet in
whatever way anyone is bold (I speak
in foolishness), I am bold also. 22 Are
they Hebrews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they the off-
spring* of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are
they servants of Christ? (I speak
as one beside himself.) I am more
so: in labors more abundantly, in
prisons more abundantly, in stripes
above measure, and in deaths often.
24 Five times I received forty stripes
minus one from the Jews. 25 Three
times I was beaten with rods. Once
I was stoned. Three times I suffered
shipwreck. I have been a night and
a day in the deep. 26 I have been in
travels often, perils of rivers, perils of
robbers, perils from my countrymen,
perils from the Gentiles, perils in the
city, perils in the wilderness, perils in
the sea, perils among false brothers;
27 in labor and travail, in watchings
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, and in cold and nakedness.

28Besides those things that are out-
side, there is that which presses on
me daily: anxiety for all the assem-
blies. 29 Who is weak, and I am not

* 11:22 or, seed
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weak? Who is caused to stumble, and
I don’t burn with indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of
the things that concernmyweakness.
31 The God and Father of the Lord
Jesus Christ, hewho is blessed forever
more, knows that I don’t lie. 32 In
Damascus the governor under King
Aretas guarded the Damascenes’ city,
desiring to arrest me. 33 I was let
down in a basket through a window
by the wall, and escaped his hands.

12
1 It is doubtless not profitable for

me to boast, but I will come to visions
and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a
man in Christ whowas caught up into
the third heaven fourteen years ago
—whether in the body, I don’t know,
or whether out of the body, I don’t
know; God knows. 3 I know such a
man (whether in the body, or outside
of the body, I don’t know; God knows),
4 how he was caught up into Paradise
and heard unspeakable words, which
it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5On
behalf of such a one I will boast, but
on my own behalf I will not boast,
except in my weaknesses. 6 For if I
would desire to boast, I will not be
foolish; for I will speak the truth. But
I refrain, so that no man may think
more of me than that which he sees
in me or hears from me. 7 By reason
of the exceeding greatness of the rev-
elations, that I should not be exalted
excessively, a thorn in the flesh was
given to me: a messenger of Satan
to torment me, that I should not be
exalted excessively. 8Concerning this
thing, I begged the Lord three times
that it might depart from me. 9 He
has said to me, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Most gladly therefore
I will rather glory in my weaknesses,
that the power of Christ may rest on
me.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in
weaknesses, in injuries, in neces-
sities, in persecutions, and in dis-
tresses, for Christ’s sake. For when

I am weak, then am I strong. 11 I
have become foolish in boasting. You
compelled me, for I ought to have
been commended by you, for I am in
no way inferior to the very best apos-
tles, though I am nothing. 12 Truly
the signs of an apostle were worked
among you in all perseverance, in
signs andwonders andmighty works.
13 For what is there in which you
were made inferior to the rest of the
assemblies, unless it is that I myself
was not a burden to you? Forgive me
this wrong!

14 Behold, this is the third time I
am ready to come to you, and I will
not be a burden to you; for I seek
not your possessions, but you. For
the children ought not to save up
for the parents, but the parents for
the children. 15 I will most gladly
spend and be spent for your souls.
If I love you more abundantly, am I
loved the less? 16 Even so, I myself
didn’t burden you. But you might say
that being crafty, I caught you with
deception. 17 Did I take advantage of
you by anyone of those whom I have
sent to you? 18 I exhorted Titus, and I
sent the brother with him. Did Titus
take any advantage of you? Didn’t we
walk in the same spirit? Didn’t we
walk in the same steps?

19 Again, do you think that we are
excusing ourselves to you? In the
sight of Godwe speak inChrist. But all
things, beloved, are for your edifying.
20 For I am afraid that perhaps when
I come, I might find you not the way
I want to, and that I might be found
by you as you don’t desire, that per-
haps there would be strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, factions, slander,
whisperings, proud thoughts, or ri-
ots, 21 that again when I comemy God
would humble me before you, and I
would mourn for many of those who
have sinned before now, and not re-
pented of the uncleanness, sexual im-
morality, and lustfulness which they
committed.
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1 This is the third time I am com-
ing to you. “At the mouth of two
or three witnesses shall every word
be established.”✡ 2 I have warned
previously, and I warn again, as when
Iwas present the second time, so now,
being absent, I write to those who
have sinned before now and to all the
rest that if I come again, I will not
spare, 3 seeing that you seek a proof
of Christ who speaks in me who is not
weak, but is powerful in you. 4 For he
was crucified through weakness, yet
he lives through the power of God.
For we also are weak in him, but we
will live with him through the power
of God toward you.

5 Examine your own selves,
whether you are in the faith. Test
your own selves. Or don’t you know
about your own selves, that Jesus
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you
are disqualified. 6But I hope that you
will know that we aren’t disqualified.

7 Now I pray to God that you do
no evil; not that we may appear ap-
proved, but that you may do that
which is honorable, though we may
seem to have failed. 8 For we can
do nothing against the truth, but for
the truth. 9 For we rejoice when we
are weak and you are strong. We
also pray for this: your becoming
perfect. 10 For this cause I write these
things while absent, that I may not
deal sharply when present, according
to the authority which the Lord gave
me for building up and not for tearing
down.

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be
perfected. Be comforted. Be of the
same mind. Live in peace, and the
God of love and peace will be with
you. 12Greet one another with a holy
kiss.

13All the saints greet you.
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, God’s love, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
✡ 13:1 Deuteronomy 19:15
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Paul’s Letter to theGalatians
1 Paul, an apostle—not from men,

nor through man, but through Je-
sus Christ,* and God the Father, who
raised him from the dead— 2 and all
the brothers† who are with me, to
the assemblies of Galatia: 3 Grace to
you and peace from God the Father
and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave
himself for our sins, that he might
deliver us out of this present evil
age, according to the will of our God
and Father— 5 to whom be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

6 I marvel that you are so quickly
deserting him who called you in
the grace of Christ to a different
“good news”, 7but there isn’t another
“good news.” Only there are some
who trouble you and want to per-
vert the Good News of Christ. 8 But
even though we, or an angel from
heaven, should preach to you any
“good news” other than that which
wepreached to you, let himbe cursed.
9As we have said before, so I now say
again: if anyman preaches to you any
“good news” other than that which
you received, let him be cursed.

10For am I now seeking the favor of
men, or of God? Or am I striving to
pleasemen? For if I were still pleasing
men, I wouldn’t be a servant of Christ.

11 But I make known to you, broth-
ers, concerning the Good Newswhich
was preached by me, that it is not ac-
cording to man. 12 For I didn’t receive
it from man, nor was I taught it, but
it came to me through revelation of
Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard
of my way of living in time past in
the Jews’ religion, how that beyond
measure I persecuted the assembly
of God and ravaged it. 14 I advanced

in the Jews’ religion beyond many of
my own age among my countrymen,
being more exceedingly zealous for
the traditions of my fathers. 15 But
when it was the good pleasure of God,
who separated me from my mother’s
womb and called me through his
grace, 16 to reveal his Son in me, that
I might preach him among the Gen-
tiles, I didn’t immediately conferwith
flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to those who were apostles
before me, but I went away into Ara-
bia. Then I returned to Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went up
to Jerusalem to visit Peter, and stayed
with him fifteen days. 19 But of the
other apostles I saw no one except
James, the Lord’s brother. 20 Now
about the things which I write to you,
behold,‡ before God, I’m not lying.
21 Then I came to the regions of Syria
and Cilicia. 22 I was still unknown
by face to the assemblies of Judea
which were in Christ, 23 but they only
heard, “He who once persecuted us
now preaches the faith that he once
tried to destroy.” 24 So they glorified
God in me.

2
1 Then after a period of fourteen

years I went up again to Jerusalem
with Barnabas, taking Titus also with
me. 2 I went up by revelation, and
I laid before them the Good News
which I preach among the Gentiles,
but privately before those who were
respected, for fear that I might be
running, or had run, in vain. 3 But
not even Titus, who was with me,
being a Greek, was compelled to be
circumcised. 4 This was because of
the false brothers secretly brought in,
who stole in to spy out our liberty
which we have in Christ Jesus, that
theymight bring us into bondage, 5 to
whom we gave no place in the way

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows
may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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of subjection, not for an hour, that
the truth of the Good News might
continue with you. 6 But from those
who were reputed to be important
—whatever they were, it makes no
difference to me; God doesn’t show
partiality to man —they, I say, who
were respected imparted nothing to
me, 7 but to the contrary, when they
saw that I had been entrusted with
the Good News for the uncircum-
cised, even as Peter with the Good
News for the circumcised— 8 for he
who worked through Peter in the
apostleship with the circumcised also
worked throughme with the Gentiles
— 9 and when they perceived the
grace that was given tome, James and
Cephas and John, those who were re-
puted to be pillars, gave to Barnabas
and me the right hand of fellowship,
that we should go to the Gentiles,
and they to the circumcision. 10 They
only asked us to remember the poor
—which very thing I was also zealous
to do.

11But when Peter came to Antioch,
I resisted him to his face, because he
stood condemned. 12 For before some
people came from James, he ate with
the Gentiles. But when they came,
he drew back and separated himself,
fearing those who were of the cir-
cumcision. 13 And the rest of the
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so
that even Barnabas was carried away
with their hypocrisy. 14 But when I
saw that they didn’t walk uprightly
according to the truth of the Good
News, I said to Peter before them
all, “If you, being a Jew, live as the
Gentiles do, and not as the Jews do,
why do you compel the Gentiles to
live as the Jews do?

15 “We, being Jews by nature and
not Gentile sinners, 16 yet knowing
that a man is not justified by the
works of the law but through faith
in Jesus Christ, even we believed in
Christ Jesus, that we might be justi-

fied by faith in Christ and not by the
works of the law, because no fleshwill
be justified by the works of the law.
17 But if while we sought to be justi-
fied in Christ, we ourselves also were
found sinners, is Christ a servant of
sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I build up
again those things which I destroyed,
I prove myself a law-breaker. 19 For
I through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God. 20 I have
been crucifiedwith Christ, and it is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me. That life which I now live in the
flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who lovedme and gave himself up for
me. 21 I don’t reject the grace of God.
For if righteousness is through the
law, then Christ died for nothing!”

3
1 Foolish Galatians, who has be-

witched you not to obey the truth,
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
openly portrayed among you as cru-
cified? 2 I just want to learn this from
you: Did you receive the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by hearing of
faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having
begun in the Spirit, are you now com-
pleted in the flesh? 4 Did you suffer
so many things in vain, if it is indeed
in vain? 5 He therefore who supplies
the Spirit to you and does miracles
among you, does he do it by theworks
of the law, or by hearing of faith?
6 Even so, Abraham “believed God,
and it was counted to him for righ-
teousness.”✡ 7 Know therefore that
those who are of faith are children of
Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing
that God would justify the Gentiles
by faith, preached the Good News
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In
you all the nations will be blessed.”✡
9 So then, those who are of faith are
blessed with the faithful Abraham.

10 For as many as are of the works
of the law are under a curse. For it
is written, “Cursed is everyone who

✡ 3:6 Genesis 15:6 ✡ 3:8 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18 ✡ 3:10 Deuteronomy 27:26
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doesn’t continue in all things that
are written in the book of the law,
to do them.”✡ 11 Now that no man
is justified by the law before God is
evident, for, “The righteous will live
by faith.”✡ 12 The law is not of faith,
but, “The man who does them will
live by them.”✡

13 Christ redeemed us from the
curse of the law, having become a
curse for us. For it is written, “Cursed
is everyone who hangs on a tree,”✡
14 that the blessing of Abrahammight
come on the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.

15 Brothers, speaking of human
terms, though it is only a man’s
covenant, yet when it has been con-
firmed, no one makes it void or adds
to it. 16 Now the promises were spo-
ken to Abraham and to his offspring.*
He doesn’t say, “To descendants†”, as
of many, but as of one, “To your off-
spring”,✡which is Christ. 17Now I say
this: A covenant confirmed before-
hand by God in Christ, the law, which
came four hundred thirty years after,
does not annul, so as to make the
promise of no effect. 18 For if the
inheritance is of the law, it is no more
of promise; but God has granted it to
Abraham by promise.

19 Then why is there the law? It
was added because of transgressions,
until the offspring should come to
whom the promise has been made.
It was ordained through angels by
the hand of a mediator. 20 Now a
mediator is not between one, but God
is one.

21 Is the law then against the
promises of God? Certainly not! For
if there had been a law given which
couldmake alive, most certainly righ-
teousness would have been of the law.
22 But the Scripture imprisoned all

things under sin, that the promise by
faith in Jesus Christ might be given to
those who believe.

23 But before faith came, we were
kept in custody under the law, con-
fined for the faithwhich should after-
wards be revealed. 24 So that the law
has become our tutor to bring us to
Christ, that we might be justified by
faith. 25 But now that faith has come,
we are no longer under a tutor. 26 For
you are all children of God, through
faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. 28There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free man, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus. 29 If you are Christ’s,
then you are Abraham’s offspring and
heirs according to promise.

4
1 But I say that so long as the heir

is a child, he is no different from a
bondservant, though he is lord of all,
2 but is under guardians and stew-
ards until the day appointed by the
father. 3 So we also, when we were
children, were held in bondage under
the elemental principles of theworld.
4 But when the fullness of the time
came, God sent out his Son, born to a
woman, born under the law, 5 that he
might redeem those who were under
the law, that we might receive the
adoption as children. 6 And because
you are children, God sent out the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry-
ing, “Abba,* Father!” 7 So you are no
longer a bondservant, but a son; and
if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ.

8 However at that time, not know-
ing God, youwere in bondage to those
who by nature are not gods. 9 But
now that you have come to knowGod,
or rather to be known by God, why
do you turn back again to the weak

✡ 3:11 Habakkuk 2:4 ✡ 3:12 Leviticus 18:5 ✡ 3:13 Deuteronomy 21:23 * 3:16 or, seed
† 3:16 or, seeds ✡ 3:16 Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 24:7 * 4:6 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic
word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar, respectful, and loving way.
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and miserable elemental principles,
to which you desire to be in bondage
all over again? 10 You observe days,
months, seasons, and years. 11 I
am afraid for you, that I might have
wasted my labor for you.

12 I beg you, brothers, become as
I am, for I also have become as you
are. You did me no wrong, 13 but
you know that because of weakness in
the flesh I preached the Good News
to you the first time. 14 That which
was a temptation to you in my flesh,
you didn’t despise nor reject; but you
received me as an angel of God, even
as Christ Jesus.

15 What was the blessing you en-
joyed? For I testify to you that, if
possible, you would have plucked out
your eyes and given them tome. 16So
then, have I become your enemy by
telling you the truth? 17 They zeal-
ously seek you in no good way. No,
they desire to alienate you, that you
may seek them. 18 But it is always
good to be zealous in a good cause,
and not only when I am present with
you.

19My little children, of whom I am
again in travail until Christ is formed
in you — 20 but I could wish to be
present with you now, and to change
my tone, for I am perplexed about
you.

21 Tell me, you that desire to be
under the law, don’t you listen to
the law? 22 For it is written that
Abraham had two sons, one by the
servant, and one by the free woman.
23 However, the son by the servant
was born according to the flesh, but
the son by the free woman was born
through promise. 24 These things
contain an allegory, for these are two
covenants. One is from Mount Sinai,
bearing children to bondage, which
is Hagar. 25 For this Hagar is Mount
Sinai in Arabia, and answers to the
Jerusalem that exists now, for she is
in bondage with her children. 26 But

the Jerusalem that is above is free,
which is the mother of us all. 27 For
it is written,
“Rejoice, you barren who don’t bear.

Break out and shout, you who
don’t travail.

For the desolate women have
more children than her who
has a husband.” ✡

28 Now we, brothers, as Isaac was,
are children of promise. 29 But as
then, he who was born according to
the flesh persecuted him who was
born according to the Spirit, so also
it is now. 30 However, what does
the Scripture say? “Throw out the
servant and her son, for the son of
the servant will not inherit with the
son of the free woman.”✡ 31 So then,
brothers, we are not children of a
servant, but of the free woman.

5
1Standfirm therefore in the liberty

by which Christ hasmade us free, and
don’t be entangled again with a yoke
of bondage.

2 Behold, I, Paul, tell you that if
you receive circumcision, Christ will
profit you nothing. 3 Yes, I testify
again to every man who receives cir-
cumcision that he is a debtor to do
the whole law. 4 You are alienated
from Christ, you who desire to be
justified by the law. You have fallen
away from grace. 5 For we through
the Spirit, by faith wait for the hope
of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision nor uncircum-
cision amounts to anything, but faith
working through love.

7 You were running well! Who
interfered with you that you should
not obey the truth? 8This persuasion
is not from him who calls you. 9 A
little yeast grows through the whole
lump. 10 I have confidence toward
you in the Lord that you will think no
other way. But he who troubles you
will bear his judgment, whoever he is.

✡ 4:27 Isaiah 54:1 ✡ 4:30 Genesis 21:10
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11 But I, brothers, if I still preach

circumcision, why am I still perse-
cuted? Then the stumbling block of
the cross has been removed. 12 I wish
that those who disturb you would cut
themselves off.

13 For you, brothers, were called
for freedom. Only don’t use your
freedom as an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love be servants to
one another. 14 For the whole law is
fulfilled in one word, in this: “You
shall love your neighbor as your-
self.”✡ 15 But if you bite and devour
one another, be careful that you don’t
consume one another.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and
you won’t fulfill the lust of the flesh.
17For the flesh lusts against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one another,
that you may not do the things that
you desire. 18 But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the
law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh
are obvious, which are: adultery,
sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust-
fulness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred,
strife, jealousies, outbursts of anger,
rivalries, divisions, heresies, 21 envy,
murders, drunkenness, orgies, and
things like these; of which I forewarn
you, even as I also forewarned you,
that those who practice such things
will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faith,* 23 gentleness, and self-
control. Against such things there
is no law. 24 Those who belong to
Christ have crucified thefleshwith its
passions and lusts.

25 If we live by the Spirit, let’s also
walk by the Spirit. 26 Let’s not be-
come conceited, provoking one an-
other, and envying one another.

6
1 Brothers, even if a man is caught

in some fault, you who are spiritual

must restore such a one in a spirit
of gentleness, looking to yourself so
that you also aren’t tempted. 2 Bear
one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ. 3 For if a man
thinks himself to be something when
he is nothing, he deceives himself.
4 But let each man examine his own
work, and then he will have reason to
boast in himself, and not in someone
else. 5 For each man will bear his own
burden.

6 But let him who is taught in the
word share all good things with him
who teaches.

7 Don’t be deceived. God is not
mocked, for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap. 8 For he who
sows to his own flesh will from the
flesh reap corruption. But he who
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit
reap eternal life. 9 Let’s not be weary
in doing good, for we will reap in
due season if we don’t give up. 10 So
then, as we have opportunity, let’s
do what is good toward all men, and
especially toward those who are of
the household of the faith.

11 See with what large letters I
write to you with my own hand. 12As
many as desire to make a good im-
pression in the flesh compel you to
be circumcised, just so they may not
be persecuted for the cross of Christ.
13 For even they who receive circum-
cision don’t keep the law themselves,
but they desire to have you circum-
cised, so that they may boast in your
flesh. 14 But far be it from me to
boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, throughwhich theworld
has been crucified to me, and I to
the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus
neither is circumcision anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation.
16As many as walk by this rule, peace
and mercy be on them, and on God’s
Israel.

17 From now on, let no one cause
me any trouble, for I bear the marks
of the Lord Jesus branded onmy body.

✡ 5:14 Leviticus 19:18 * 5:22 or, faithfulness



Galatians 6:18 219 Galatians 6:18
18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to theEphesians
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus

through the will of God, to the saints
who are at Ephesus, and the faithful
in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, whohas blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ, 4 even as he
chose us in himbefore the foundation
of the world, that we would be holy
andwithout defect beforehim in love,
5 having predestined us for adoption
as children through Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good plea-
sure of his desire, 6 to the praise of
the glory of his grace, by which he
freely gave us favor in the Beloved.
7 In him we have our redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace 8 which he made
to abound toward us in all wisdom
and prudence, 9 making known to us
the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasure which he purposed
in him 10 to an administration of the
fullness of the times, to sum up all
things in Christ, the things in the
heavens and the things on the earth,
in him. 11 We were also assigned an
inheritance in him, having been fore-
ordained according to the purpose
of him who does all things after the
counsel of his will, 12 to the end that
we should be to the praise of his glory,
we who had before hoped in Christ.
13 In him you also, having heard the
word of the truth, the Good News
of your salvation—in whom, having
also believed, you were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is
a pledge of our inheritance, to the

redemption of God’s own possession,
to the praise of his glory.

15 For this cause I also, having
heard of the faith in the Lord Je-
sus which is among you and the
love which you have toward all the
saints, 16 don’t cease to give thanks
for you, makingmention of you inmy
prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give to you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of him,
18 having the eyes of your hearts†
enlightened, that youmay knowwhat
is the hope of his calling, and what
are the riches of the glory of his in-
heritance in the saints, 19 and what is
the exceeding greatness of his power
toward us who believe, according to
that working of the strength of his
might 20 which he worked in Christ
when he raised him from the dead
and made him to sit at his right hand
in the heavenly places, 21 far above
all rule, authority, power, dominion,
and every name that is named, not
only in this age, but also in thatwhich
is to come. 22 He put all things in
subjection under his feet, and gave
him to be head over all things for the
assembly, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

2
1 You were made alive when you

were dead in transgressions and sins,
2 in which you once walked according
to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit who now works in the
children of disobedience. 3 We also
all once lived among them in the
lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were
by nature children of wrath, even as
the rest. 4 But God, being rich in
mercy, for his great love with which
he loved us, 5 even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:18 TR reads “understanding” instead of “hearts”
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you have been saved— 6 and raised
us up with him, and made us to sit
with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come
he might show the exceeding riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus; 8 for by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
9 not of works, that no one would
boast. 10 For we are his workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared before
that we would walk in them.

11 Therefore remember that once
you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who
are called “uncircumcision” by that
which is called “circumcision” (in
the flesh, made by hands), 12 that
you were at that time separate from
Christ, alienated from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of the promise, hav-
ing no hope and without God in the
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus
you who once were far off are made
near in the blood of Christ. 14 For
he is our peace, who made both one,
and broke down the middle wall of
separation, 15 having abolished in his
flesh the hostility, the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances,
that he might create in himself one
new man of the two, making peace,
16 and might reconcile them both in
one body to God through the cross,
having killed the hostility through it.
17He came and preached peace to you
who were far off and to those who
were near. 18 For through him we
both have our access in one Spirit
to the Father. 19 So then you are
no longer strangers and foreigners,
but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and of the household of God,
20being built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the chief cornerstone;
21 in whom the whole building, fitted
together, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord; 22 inwhomyou also are built

together for a habitation of God in the
Spirit.

3
1 For this cause I, Paul, am the

prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of
you Gentiles, 2 if it is so that you have
heard of the administration of that
grace of God which was given me to-
ward you, 3how that by revelation the
mystery was made known to me, as I
wrote before in fewwords, 4bywhich,
when you read, you can perceive
my understanding in the mystery of
Christ, 5 which in other generations
was not made known to the children
of men, as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets
in the Spirit, 6 that the Gentiles are
fellow heirs and fellow members of
the body, and fellow partakers of his
promise in Christ Jesus through the
Good News, 7 of which I was made a
servant according to the gift of that
grace of God which was given me ac-
cording to the working of his power.
8 To me, the very least of all saints,
was this grace given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, 9and tomake all men see what
is the administration* of the mystery
which for ages has been hidden in
God, who created all things through
Jesus Christ, 10 to the intent that now
through the assembly the manifold
wisdom of Godmight bemade known
to the principalities and the powers
in the heavenly places, 11 according
to the eternal purpose which he ac-
complished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
12 In himwe have boldness and access
in confidence through our faith in
him. 13 Therefore I ask that you may
not lose heart at my troubles for you,
which are your glory.

14 For this cause, I bow my knees
to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 15 from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named,
16 that he would grant you, accord-
ing to the riches of his glory, that

* 3:9 TR reads “fellowship” instead of “administration”
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you may be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in the inner per-
son, 17 that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith, to the end that
you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18may be strengthened to com-
prehend with all the saints what is
the width and length and height and
depth, 19 and to know Christ’s love
which surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of
God.

20Now to him who is able to do ex-
ceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us, 21 to him
be the glory in the assembly and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, for-
ever and ever. Amen.

4
1 I therefore, the prisoner in the

Lord, beg you to walk worthily of the
calling with which you were called,
2with all lowliness and humility, with
patience, bearingwith one another in
love, 3 being eager to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4 There is one body and one Spirit,
even as you also were called in one
hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Fa-
ther of all, who is over all and through
all and in us all. 7 But to each one
of us, the grace was given according
to the measure of the gift of Christ.
8 Therefore he says,
“When he ascended on high,

he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to people.”✡

9 Now this, “He ascended”, what is it
but that he also first descended into
the lower parts of the earth? 10 He
who descended is the one who also
ascended far above all the heavens,
that he might fill all things.

11 He gave some to be apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evan-
gelists; and some, shepherds* and
teachers; 12 for the perfecting of the

saints, to the work of serving, to the
building up of the body of Christ,
13 until we all attain to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a full grown man,
to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, 14 that we may no
longer be children, tossed back and
forth and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of
men, in craftiness, after the wiles of
error; 15 but speaking truth in love,
we may grow up in all things into
him who is the head, Christ, 16 from
whom all the body, being fitted and
knit together through that which ev-
ery joint supplies, according to the
working in measure of each individ-
ual part, makes the body increase to
the building up of itself in love.

17 This I say therefore, and tes-
tify in the Lord, that you no longer
walk as the rest of the Gentiles also
walk, in the futility of their mind,
18 being darkened in their under-
standing, alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is
in them, because of the hardening of
their hearts. 19 They, having become
callous, gave themselves up to lust, to
work all uncleannesswith greediness.
20 But you didn’t learn Christ that
way, 21 if indeed you heard him and
were taught in him, even as truth
is in Jesus: 22 that you put away, as
concerning your former way of life,
the old man that grows corrupt after
the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be
renewed in the spirit of your mind,
24and put on the newman, who in the
likeness of God has been created in
righteousness and holiness of truth.

25 Therefore, putting away false-
hood, speak truth each one with his
neighbor, for we are members of one
another. 26 “Be angry, and don’t
sin.”✡ Don’t let the sun go down on
yourwrath, 27and don’t give place† to
the devil. 28 Let him who stole steal

✡ 4:8 Psalm 68:18 * 4:11 or, pastors ✡ 4:26 Psalm 4:4 † 4:27 or, opportunity
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no more; but rather let him labor,
producing with his hands something
that is good, that he may have some-
thing to give to him who has need.
29 Let no corrupt speech proceed out
of your mouth, but only what is good
for building others up as the need
may be, that it may give grace to
those who hear. 30 Don’t grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger,
outcry, and slander be put away from
you, with all malice. 32 And be kind
to one another, tender hearted, for-
giving each other, just as God also in
Christ forgave you.

5
1 Be therefore imitators of God, as

beloved children. 2 Walk in love,
even as Christ also loved us and gave
himself up for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling
fragrance.

3 But sexual immorality, and all
uncleanness or covetousness, let it
not even bementioned among you, as
becomes saints; 4 nor filthiness, nor
foolish talking, nor jesting, which are
not appropriate, but rather giving of
thanks.

5 Know this for sure, that no sex-
ually immoral person, nor unclean
person, nor covetous man (who is an
idolater), has any inheritance in the
Kingdom of Christ and God.

6 Let no one deceive you with
empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes on the
children of disobedience. 7 Therefore
don’t be partakers with them. 8 For
you were once darkness, but are now
light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light, 9 for the fruit of the Spirit is
in all goodness and righteousness and
truth, 10proving what is well pleasing
to the Lord. 11 Have no fellowship
with the unfruitful deeds of darkness,
but rather even reprove them. 12 For
it is a shame even to speak of the

things which are done by them in se-
cret. 13 But all things, when they are
reproved, are revealed by the light,
for everything that reveals is light.
14Therefore he says, “Awake, youwho
sleep, and arise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

15 Therefore watch carefully how
you walk, not as unwise, but as wise,
16 redeeming the time, because the
days are evil. 17 Therefore, don’t be
foolish, but understand what the will
of the Lord is. 18 Don’t be drunken
withwine, inwhich is dissipation, but
be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking
to one another in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs; singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord;
20 giving thanks always concerning
all things in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;
21 subjecting yourselves to one an-
other in the fear of Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife, as
Christ also is the head of the assem-
bly, being himself the savior of the
body. 24But as the assembly is subject
to Christ, so let the wives also be to
their own husbands in everything.

25Husbands, love your wives, even
as Christ also loved the assembly and
gave himself up for her, 26 that he
might sanctify her, having cleansed
her by the washing of water with the
word, 27 that he might present the
assembly to himself gloriously, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that she should be holy and
without defect. 28 Even so husbands
also ought to love their own wives
as their own bodies. He who loves
his own wife loves himself. 29 For
no man ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, even
as the Lord also does the assembly,
30 because we are members of his
body, of his flesh and bones. 31 “For
this cause a man will leave his father
and mother and will be joined to his

✡ 5:31 Genesis 2:24
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wife. Then the two will become one
flesh.”✡ 32 This mystery is great,
but I speak concerning Christ and the
assembly. 33Nevertheless each of you
must also love his own wife even as
himself; and let the wife see that she
respects her husband.

6
1 Children, obey your parents in

the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor
your father andmother,” which is the
first commandment with a promise:
3 “that it may be well with you, and
you may live long on the earth.” ✡

4 You fathers, don’t provoke your
children to wrath, but nurture them
in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord.

5 Servants, be obedient to those
who according to the flesh are your
masters, with fear and trembling, in
singleness of your heart, as to Christ,
6 not in the way of service only when
eyes are on you, as men pleasers, but
as servants of Christ, doing the will of
God from the heart, 7 with good will
doing service as to the Lord andnot to
men, 8 knowing that whatever good
thing each one does, he will receive
the same good again from the Lord,
whether he is bound or free.

9 You masters, do the same things
to them, and give up threatening,
knowing that he who is both their
Master and yours is in heaven, and
there is no partiality with him.

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and
in the strength of his might. 11Put on
thewhole armor of God, that youmay
be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. 12 For our wrestling is not
against flesh and blood, but against
the principalities, against the pow-
ers, against the world’s rulers of the
darkness of this age, and against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore put on
thewhole armor of God, that youmay
be able to withstand in the evil day,

and having done all, to stand. 14Stand
therefore, having the utility belt of
truth buckled around your waist, and
having put on the breastplate of righ-
teousness, 15 and having fitted your
feet with the preparation of the Good
News of peace, 16 above all, taking up
the shield of faith, with which you
will be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the evil one. 17 And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word* of
God; 18 with all prayer and requests,
praying at all times in the Spirit,
and being watchful to this end in all
perseverance and requests for all the
saints. 19 Pray for me, that utterance
may be given to me in opening my
mouth, to make knownwith boldness
the mystery of the Good News, 20 for
which I am an ambassador in chains;
that in it I may speak boldly, as I
ought to speak.

21 But that you also may know my
affairs, how I am doing, Tychicus, the
beloved brother and faithful servant
in the Lord, will make known to you
all things. 22 I have sent him to you for
this very purpose, that youmay know
our state and that he may comfort
your hearts.

23 Peace be to the brothers, and
love with faith, from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be
with all those who love our Lord Jesus
Christ with incorruptible love. Amen.

✡ 6:3 Deuteronomy 5:16 * 6:17 from the Greek “ῥῆμα” (rhema), which means “spoken word”
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Paul’s Letter to thePhilippians
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of

Jesus Christ,* to all the saints in Christ
Jesus who are at Philippi, with the
overseers† and servants:‡ 2 Grace to
you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 I thank my God whenever I re-
member you, 4 always in every re-
quest of mine on behalf of you all,
making my requests with joy, 5 for
your partnership§ in furtherance of
the Good News from the first day
until now; 6 being confident of this
very thing, that he who began a good
work in you will complete it until the
day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is even right
for me to think this way on behalf of
all of you, because I have you in my
heart, because both in my bonds and
in the defense and confirmation of
the Good News, you all are partakers
with me of grace. 8 For God is my
witness, how I long after all of you in
the tender mercies of Christ Jesus.

9 This I pray, that your love may
abound yet more and more in knowl-
edge and all discernment, 10 so that
you may approve the things that are
excellent, that you may be sincere
and without offense to the day of
Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits
of righteousness which are through
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.

12 Now I desire to have you know,
brothers,* that the things which hap-
pened to me have turned out rather
to theprogress of theGoodNews, 13so
that it became evident to the whole
palace† guard, and to all the rest,
that my bonds are in Christ, 14 and

that most of the brothers in the Lord,
being confident through my bonds,
are more abundantly bold to speak
the word of God without fear. 15Some
indeed preach Christ even out of envy
and strife, and some also out of good
will. 16The former insincerely preach
Christ fromselfish ambition, thinking
that they add affliction to my chains;
17 but the latter out of love, knowing
that I am appointed for the defense of
the Good News.

18What does itmatter? Only that in
every way, whether in pretense or in
truth, Christ is proclaimed. I rejoice
in this, yes, and will rejoice. 19 For
I know that this will turn out to my
salvation through your prayers and
the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
20 according to my earnest expecta-
tion and hope, that I will in no way be
disappointed, but with all boldness,
as always, now also Christ will be
magnified inmy body, whether by life
or by death. 21 For to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain. 22But if I live
on in the flesh, this will bring fruit
from my work; yet I don’t know what
I will choose. 23But I am hard pressed
between the two, having the desire
to depart and be with Christ, which
is far better. 24 Yet to remain in the
flesh is more needful for your sake.
25Having this confidence, I know that
I will remain, yes, and remain with
you all for your progress and joy in
the faith, 26 that your boasting‡ may
abound in Christ Jesus in me through
my presence with you again.

27 Only let your way of life be wor-
thy of the Good News of Christ, that
whether I come and see you or am
absent, I may hear of your state, that
you stand firm in one spirit, with one
soul striving for the faith of the Good
News; 28 and in nothing frightened by

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:1 or, superintendents, or bishops ‡ 1:1 Or, deacons
§ 1:5 The word translated “partnership” (κοινωνίᾳ) also means “fellowship” and “sharing”. * 1:12
The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.” † 1:13 or, praetorian ‡ 1:26 or, rejoicing
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the adversaries, which is for them a
proof of destruction, but to you of sal-
vation, and that from God. 29Because
it has been granted to youonbehalf of
Christ, not only to believe in him, but
also to suffer on his behalf, 30 having
the same conflict which you saw in
me and now hear is in me.

2
1 If therefore there is any exhorta-

tion in Christ, if any consolation of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit,
if any tender mercies and compas-
sion, 2make my joy full by being like-
minded, having the same love, being
of one accord, of one mind; 3 doing
nothing through rivalry or through
conceit, but in humility, each count-
ing others better than himself; 4 each
of you not just looking to his own
things, but each of you also to the
things of others.

5 Have this in your mind, which
was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, exist-
ing in the form of God, didn’t con-
sider equality with God a thing to
be grasped, 7 but emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant, being
made in the likeness of men. 8 And
being found in human form, he hum-
bled himself, becoming obedient to
the point of death, yes, the death
of the cross. 9 Therefore God also
highly exalted him, and gave to him
the name which is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of those in heaven,
those on earth, and those under the
earth, 11and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

12 So then, my beloved, even as you
have always obeyed, not only in my
presence, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling. 13 For it is
Godwhoworks in you both towill and
to work for his good pleasure.

14 Do all things without complain-
ing and arguing, 15 that you may be-
come blameless and harmless, chil-

dren of God without defect in the
middle of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you are
seen as lights in the world, 16 holding
up the word of life, that I may have
something to boast in the day of
Christ that I didn’t run in vain nor la-
bor in vain. 17Yes, and if I am poured
out on the sacrifice and service of
your faith, I am glad and rejoice with
you all. 18 In the same way, you also
should be glad and rejoice with me.

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to
send Timothy to you soon, that I also
may be cheered up when I know how
you are doing. 20 For I have no one
else like-minded, who will truly care
about you. 21 For they all seek their
own, not the things of Jesus Christ.
22 But you know that he has proved
himself. As a child serves a father, so
he served with me in furtherance of
the Good News. 23 Therefore I hope
to send him at once, as soon as I see
how itwill gowithme. 24But I trust in
the Lord that I myself also will come
shortly.

25But I thought it necessary to send
to you Epaphroditus, my brother,
fellow worker, fellow soldier, and
your apostle and servant of my need,
26 since he longed for you all, and was
very troubled because you had heard
that he was sick. 27 For indeed he
was sick nearly to death, but God had
mercy on him, and not on him only,
but on me also, that I might not have
sorrow on sorrow. 28 I have sent him
therefore the more diligently, that
when you see him again, you may
rejoice, and that I may be the less
sorrowful. 29Receive him therefore in
the Lord with all joy, and hold such
people in honor, 30 because for the
work of Christ he came near to death,
risking his life to supply that which
was lacking in your service toward
me.

3
1Finally,mybrothers, rejoice in the

Lord! Towrite the same things to you,
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to me indeed is not tiresome, but for
you it is safe.

2 Beware of the dogs; beware of
the evil workers; beware of the false
circumcision. 3 For we are the cir-
cumcision, who worship God in the
Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus,
and have no confidence in the flesh;
4 though I myself might have confi-
dence even in the flesh. If any other
man thinks that he has confidence in
the flesh, I yet more: 5 circumcised
the eighth day, of the stock of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; concerning the law, a Phar-
isee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting
the assembly; concerning the righ-
teousness which is in the law, found
blameless.

7 However, I consider those things
that were gain to me as a loss for
Christ. 8 Yes most certainly, and I
count all things to be a loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus, my Lord, for whom I suffered
the loss of all things, and count them
nothing but refuse, that I may gain
Christ 9 and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own,
that which is of the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is from God by
faith, 10 that I may know him and the
power of his resurrection, and the fel-
lowship of his sufferings, becoming
conformed to his death, 11 if by any
means I may attain to the resurrec-
tion from the dead. 12Not that I have
already obtained, or am alreadymade
perfect; but I press on, that I may take
hold of that for which also I was taken
hold of by Christ Jesus.

13Brothers, I don’t regardmyself as
yet having taken hold, but one thing
I do: forgetting the things which are
behind and stretching forward to the
things which are before, 14 I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
15 Let us therefore, as many as are
perfect, think this way. If in anything
you think otherwise, God will also

reveal that to you. 16 Nevertheless,
to the extent that we have already
attained, let’s walk by the same rule.
Let’s be of the same mind.

17 Brothers, be imitators together
of me, and note those who walk this
way, even as you have us for an ex-
ample. 18 For many walk, of whom I
told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, as the enemies of the cross
of Christ, 19whose end is destruction,
whose god is the belly, and whose
glory is in their shame, who think
about earthly things. 20 For our citi-
zenship is in heaven, from where we
also wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 21who will change the body of
our humiliation to be conformed to
the body of his glory, according to the
working by which he is able even to
subject all things to himself.

4
1 Therefore, my brothers, beloved

and longed for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved.

2 I exhort Euodia, and I exhort
Syntyche, to think the same way in
the Lord. 3 Yes, I beg you also, true
partner, help these women, for they
labored with me in the Good News
with Clement also, and the rest of my
fellow workers, whose names are in
the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always! Again
I will say, “Rejoice!” 5Let your gentle-
ness be known to all men. The Lord is
at hand. 6 In nothing be anxious, but
in everything, by prayer and petition
with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all un-
derstanding, will guard your hearts
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, brothers, whatever things
are true, whatever things are honor-
able, whatever things are just, what-
ever things are pure, whatever things
are lovely, whatever things are of
good report: if there is any virtue and
if there is anything worthy of praise,
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think about these things. 9 Do the
things which you learned, received,
heard, and saw in me, and the God of
peace will be with you.

10 But I rejoice in the Lord greatly
that now at length you have revived
your thought forme; inwhich you did
indeed take thought, but you lacked
opportunity. 11 Not that I speak be-
cause of lack, for I have learned in
whatever state I am, to be content in
it. 12 I know how to be humbled, and I
also know how to abound. In any and
all circumstances I have learned the
secret both to be filled and to be hun-
gry, both to abound and to be in need.
13 I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me. 14However you
did well that you shared in my afflic-
tion. 15You yourselves also know, you
Philippians, that in the beginning of
the GoodNews, when I departed from
Macedonia, no assembly shared with
me in thematter of giving and receiv-
ing but you only. 16 For even in Thes-
salonica you sent once and again to
myneed. 17Not that I seek for the gift,
but I seek for the fruit that increases
to your account. 18 But I have all
things and abound. I am filled, hav-
ing received from Epaphroditus the
things that came from you, a sweet-
smelling fragrance, an acceptable and
well-pleasing sacrifice to God. 19 My
God will supply every need of yours
according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and
Father be the glory forever and ever!
Amen.

21 Greet every saint in Christ Je-
sus. The brothers who are with me
greet you. 22 All the saints greet you,
especially those who are of Caesar’s
household.

23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to theColossians
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus

through the will of God, and Timothy
our brother, 2 to the saints and faith-
ful brothers† in Christ at Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3We give thanks to God the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying al-
ways for you, 4 having heard of your
faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
which you have toward all the saints,
5 because of the hope which is laid up
for you in the heavens, of which you
heard before in the word of the truth
of the Good News 6which has come to
you, even as it is in all theworld and is
bearing fruit and growing, as it does
in you also, since the day you heard
and knew the grace of God in truth,
7 even as you learned from Epaphras
our beloved fellow servant, who is
a faithful servant of Christ on your‡
behalf, 8who also declared to us your
love in the Spirit.

9 For this cause, we also, since the
day we heard this, don’t cease pray-
ing andmaking requests for you, that
you may be filled with the knowledge
of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 10 that you may walk
worthily of the Lord, to please him
in all respects, bearing fruit in ev-
ery good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God, 11 strengthened
with all power, according to the
might of his glory, for all endurance
and perseverance with joy, 12 giving
thanks to the Father, who made us fit
to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light, 13 who delivered
us out of the power of darkness, and
translated us into the Kingdom of the
Son of his love, 14 in whom we have

our redemption,§ the forgiveness of
our sins.

15 He is the image of the invisi-
ble God, the firstborn of all creation.
16 For by him all things were cre-
ated in the heavens and on the earth,
visible things and invisible things,
whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things
have been created through him and
for him. 17 He is before all things,
and in him all things are held to-
gether. 18 He is the head of the
body, the assembly, who is the be-
ginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things he might have the
preeminence. 19 For all the fullness
was pleased to dwell in him, 20 and
through him to reconcile all things
to himself by him, whether things on
the earth or things in the heavens,
havingmade peace through the blood
of his cross.

21 You, being in past times alien-
ated and enemies in your mind in
your evil deeds, 22 yet now he has
reconciled in the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy
and without defect and blameless be-
fore him, 23 if it is so that you continue
in the faith, grounded and steadfast,
and not moved away from the hope
of the Good News which you heard,
which is being proclaimed in all cre-
ation under heaven, of which I, Paul,
was made a servant.

24Now I rejoice inmy sufferings for
your sake, and fill up on my part that
which is lacking of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake,
which is the assembly, 25 of which
I was made a servant according to
the stewardship of God which was
given me toward you to fulfill the
word of God, 26 the mystery which
has been hidden for ages and genera-
tions. But now it has been revealed to
his saints, 27 towhomGodwaspleased
to make knownwhat are the riches of

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows
may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:7 NU reads our § 1:14
TR adds “through his blood,”
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the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory. 28 We proclaim him,
admonishing everyman and teaching
everyman in all wisdom, that wemay
present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus; 29 for which I also labor, striv-
ing according to his working, which
works in me mightily.

2
1 For I desire to have you know

how greatly I struggle for you and for
those at Laodicea, and for as many as
have not seen my face in the flesh;
2 that their hearts may be comforted,
they being knit together in love, and
gaining all riches of the full assur-
ance of understanding, that theymay
know the mystery of God, both of the
Father and of Christ, 3 in whom all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge
are hidden. 4 Now I say this that no
one may delude you with persuasive-
ness of speech. 5 For though I am
absent in the flesh, yet I am with you
in the spirit, rejoicing and seeing your
order, and the steadfastness of your
faith in Christ.

6 As therefore you received Christ
Jesus the Lord, walk in him, 7 rooted
and built up in him and established
in the faith, even as you were taught,
abounding in it in thanksgiving.

8 Be careful that you don’t let any-
one rob you through his philosophy
and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, after the elemental spirits of the
world, and not after Christ. 9 For in
him all the fullness of the Deity dwells
bodily, 10 and in him you are made
full, who is the head of all principality
and power. 11 In him you were also
circumcised with a circumcision not
made with hands, in the putting off
of the body of the sins of the flesh, in
the circumcision of Christ, 12 having
been buried with him in baptism, in
which you were also raised with him
through faith in the working of God,
who raised him from the dead. 13You
were dead through your trespasses

and the uncircumcision of your flesh.
Hemade you alive together with him,
having forgiven us all our trespasses,
14wiping out the handwriting in ordi-
nances which was against us. He has
taken it out of the way, nailing it to
the cross. 15Having stripped the prin-
cipalities and the powers, he made
a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it.

16 Let no one therefore judge you
in eating or drinking, or with respect
to a feast day or a new moon or a
Sabbath day, 17 which are a shadow
of the things to come; but the body
is Christ’s. 18 Let no one rob you
of your prize by self-abasement and
worshiping of the angels, dwelling in
the things which he has not seen,
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,
19 and not holding firmly to the
Head, from whom all the body, being
supplied and knit together through
the joints and ligaments, grows with
God’s growth.

20 If you died with Christ from the
elemental spirits of the world, why,
as though living in the world, do
you subject yourselves to ordinances,
21“Don’t handle, nor taste, nor touch”
22 (all of which perish with use), ac-
cording to the precepts and doctrines
of men? 23 These things indeed
appear like wisdom in self-imposed
worship, humility, and severity to the
body, but aren’t of any value against
the indulgence of the flesh.

3
1 If then you were raised together

with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated on the
right hand of God. 2 Set your mind
on the things that are above, not on
the things that are on the earth. 3 For
you died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. 4 When Christ, our
life, is revealed, then you will also be
revealed with him in glory.

5Put to death therefore your mem-
bers which are on the earth: sexual
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immorality, uncleanness, depraved
passion, evil desire, and covetous-
ness, which is idolatry. 6 For these
things’ sake the wrath of God comes
on the children of disobedience. 7You
also once walked in those, when you
lived in them, 8but now youmust put
them all away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and shameful speaking out
of your mouth. 9 Don’t lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off
the old man with his doings, 10 and
have put on the new man, who is
being renewed in knowledge after the
image of his Creator, 11 where there
can’t be Greek and Jew, circumci-
sion and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, bondservant, or free per-
son; but Christ is all, and in all.

12Put on therefore, as God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved, a heart of
compassion, kindness, lowliness, hu-
mility, and perseverance; 13 bearing
with one another, and forgiving each
other, if any man has a complaint
against any; even as Christ forgave
you, so you also do.

14 Above all these things, walk in
love, which is the bond of perfection.
15 And let the peace of God rule in
your hearts, to which also you were
called in one body, and be thankful.
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; in all wisdom teaching and ad-
monishing one another with psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your heart to the Lord.

17 Whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

18 Wives, be in subjection to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and
don’t be bitter against them.

20Children, obey your parents in all
things, for this pleases the Lord.

21 Fathers, don’t provoke your chil-
dren, so that they won’t be discour-
aged.

22Servants, obey in all things those
who are your masters according to
the flesh, not just when they are look-
ing, as men pleasers, but in single-
ness of heart, fearing God. 23 And
whatever you do, work heartily, as for
the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing
that from the Lord you will receive
the reward of the inheritance; for you
serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who
does wrong will receive again for the
wrong that he has done, and there is
no partiality.

4
1 Masters, give to your servants

that which is just and equal, knowing
that you also have aMaster in heaven.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer,
watching in it with thanksgiving,
3 praying together for us also, that
God may open to us a door for the
word, to speak the mystery of Christ,
for which I am also in bonds, 4 that I
may reveal it as I ought to speak.

5Walk inwisdom toward thosewho
are outside, redeeming the time. 6Let
your speech always be with grace,
seasoned with salt, that you may
know how you ought to answer each
one.

7All my affairs will be made known
to you by Tychicus, the beloved
brother, faithful servant, and fellow
bondservant in the Lord. 8 I am
sending him to you for this very pur-
pose, that he may know your cir-
cumstances and comfort your hearts,
9 togetherwith Onesimus, the faithful
and beloved brother, who is one of
you. They will make known to you
everything that is going on here.

10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner,
greets you, and Mark the cousin of
Barnabas (concerning whom you re-
ceived instructions, “if he comes to
you, receive him”), 11and Jesus who is
called Justus. These are my only fel-
low workers for God’s Kingdom who
are of the circumcision, men who
have been a comfort to me.
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12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a

servant of Christ, salutes you, always
striving for you in his prayers, that
you may stand perfect and complete
in all the will of God. 13 For I testify
about him that he has great zeal for
you, and for those in Laodicea, and
for those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the
beloved physician and Demas greet
you. 15 Greet the brothers who are
in Laodicea, with Nymphas and the
assembly that is in his house. 16When
this letter has been read among you,
cause it to be read also in the assem-
bly of the Laodiceans, and that you
also read the letter from Laodicea.
17 Tell Archippus, “Take heed to the
ministry which you have received in
the Lord, that you fulfill it.”

18 I, Paul, write this greeting with
my own hand. Remember my chains.
Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to theThessalonians
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to

the assembly of the Thessalonians in
God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:* Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

2 We always give thanks to God
for all of you, mentioning you in our
prayers, 3rememberingwithout ceas-
ing your work of faith and labor of
love and perseverance of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and
Father. 4We know, brothers† loved by
God, that you are chosen, 5 and that
our Good News came to you not in
word only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Spirit and with much assur-
ance. You know what kind of men we
showedourselves to be amongyou for
your sake. 6 You became imitators of
us and of the Lord, having received
the word in much affliction, with joy
of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you be-
came an example to all who believe
in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For
from you the word of the Lord has
been declared, not only in Macedonia
and Achaia, but also in every place
your faith toward God has gone out,
so that we need not to say anything.
9For they themselves report concern-
ing us what kind of a reception we
had from you, and how you turned to
God from idols to serve a living and
true God, 10 and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead: Jesus, who delivers us from
the wrath to come.

2
1 For you yourselves know, broth-

ers, our visit to you wasn’t in vain,
2but having suffered before and been
shamefully treated, as you know, at

Philippi, we grew bold in our God
to tell you the Good News of God in
much conflict. 3 For our exhortation
is not of error, nor of uncleanness,
nor in deception. 4 But even as we
have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the Good News, so we
speak—not as pleasing men, but God,
who tests our hearts. 5 For neither
were we at any time found using
words of flattery, as you know, nor
a cloak of covetousness (God is wit-
ness), 6 nor seeking glory from men
(neither from you nor from others),
when we might have claimed author-
ity as apostles of Christ. 7 But we
were gentle among you, like a nursing
mother cherishes her own children.

8Even so, affectionately longing for
you,wewerewell pleased to impart to
you not the Good News of God only,
but also our own souls, because you
had become very dear to us. 9 For you
remember, brothers, our labor and
travail; for working night and day,
that we might not burden any of you,
we preached to you the Good News of
God. 10 You are witnesses with God
how holy, righteously, and blame-
lessly we behaved ourselves toward
you who believe. 11 As you know, we
exhorted, comforted, and implored
every one of you, as a father does
his own children, 12 to the end that
you should walk worthily of God, who
calls you into his own Kingdom and
glory.

13 For this cause we also thank God
without ceasing that when you re-
ceived from us the word of the mes-
sage of God, you accepted it not as
the word of men, but as it is in truth,
God’s word, which also works in you
who believe. 14 For you, brothers,
became imitators of the assemblies
of God which are in Judea in Christ
Jesus; for you also suffered the same
things from your own countrymen,
even as they did from the Jews 15who

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:4 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows
may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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killed both the Lord Jesus and their
own prophets, and drove us out, and
don’t please God, and are contrary to
all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to
the Gentiles that they may be saved,
to fill up their sins always. But wrath
has come on them to the uttermost.

17But we, brothers, being bereaved
of you for a short season in presence,
not in heart, tried even harder to see
your facewith great desire, 18because
we wanted to come to you—indeed,
I, Paul, once and again —but Satan
hindered us. 19 For what is our hope,
or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Isn’t it
evenyou, before our Lord Jesus* at his
coming? 20 For you are our glory and
our joy.

3
1Thereforewhenwe couldn’t stand

it any longer, we thought it good to
be left behind at Athens alone, 2 and
sent Timothy, our brother and God’s
servant in the Good News of Christ,
to establish you and to comfort you
concerning your faith, 3 that no one
would be moved by these afflictions.
For you know that we are appointed
to this task. 4 For most certainly,
when we were with you, we told you
beforehand that we are to suffer af-
fliction, even as it happened, and you
know. 5 For this cause I also, when
I couldn’t stand it any longer, sent
that I might know your faith, for fear
that by any means the tempter had
tempted you, and our labor would
have been in vain.

6 But Timothy has just now come
to us from you, and brought us glad
news of your faith and love, and that
youhave goodmemories of us always,
longing to see us, even as we also long
to see you. 7 For this cause, brothers,
wewere comforted over you in all our
distress and affliction through your
faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand
fast in the Lord. 9 For what thanks-
giving can we render again to God

for you, for all the joy with which we
rejoice for your sakes before our God,
10 night and day praying exceedingly
that we may see your face and may
perfect that which is lacking in your
faith?

11 Now may our God and Father
himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ,
direct ourway to you. 12May the Lord
make you to increase and abound in
love toward one another and toward
all men, even as we also do toward
you, 13 to the end he may establish
your hearts blameless in holiness be-
fore our God and Father at the coming
of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

4
1Finally then, brothers, we beg and

exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as
you received from us how you ought
to walk and to please God, that you
abound more and more. 2 For you
know what instructions we gave you
through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this
is the will of God: your sanctifica-
tion, that you abstain from sexual
immorality, 4 that each one of you
knowhow to control his own body* in
sanctification and honor, 5 not in the
passion of lust, even as the Gentiles
who don’t know God, 6 that no one
should take advantage of and wrong
a brother or sister in this matter;
because the Lord is an avenger in all
these things, as also we forewarned
you and testified. 7 For God called us
not for uncleanness, but in sanctifica-
tion. 8 Therefore he who rejects this
doesn’t reject man, but God, who has
also given his Holy Spirit to you.

9 But concerning brotherly love,
you have no need that one write to
you. For you yourselves are taught by
God to love one another, 10 for indeed
you do it toward all the brothers who
are in all Macedonia. But we exhort
you, brothers, that you abound more
and more; 11 and that you make it
your ambition to lead a quiet life,

* 2:19 TR adds “Christ” * 4:4 literally, possess his own vessel
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and to do your own business, and to
work with your own hands, even as
we instructed you, 12 that you may
walk properly toward those who are
outside, and may have need of noth-
ing.

13 But we don’t want you to be
ignorant, brothers, concerning those
who have fallen asleep, so that you
don’t grieve like the rest, whohave no
hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will
bring with him those who have fallen
asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we tell
you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will in no way
precede those who have fallen asleep.
16 For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel and with God’s
trumpet. The dead in Christ will rise
first, 17 then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. So we will be with the
Lord forever. 18 Therefore comfort
one another with these words.

5
1But concerning the times and the

seasons, brothers, you have no need
that anything be written to you. 2 For
you yourselves know well that the
day of the Lord comes like a thief
in the night. 3 For when they are
saying, “Peace and safety,” then sud-
den destruction will come on them,
like birth pains on a pregnantwoman.
Then theywill in noway escape. 4But
you, brothers, aren’t in darkness, that
the day should overtake you like a
thief. 5 You are all children of light
and children of the day. We don’t
belong to the night, nor to darkness,
6 so then let’s not sleep, as the rest
do, but let’s watch and be sober. 7 For
those who sleep, sleep in the night;
and those who are drunk are drunk
in the night. 8 But since we belong to
the day, let’s be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For

God didn’t appoint us to wrath, but
to the obtaining of salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for
us, that, whether we wake or sleep,
we should live together with him.
11 Therefore exhort one another, and
build each other up, even as you also
do.

12 But we beg you, brothers, to
know those who labor among you,
and are over you in the Lord and
admonish you, 13 and to respect and
honor them in love for their work’s
sake.

Be at peace among yourselves.
14 We exhort you, brothers: Admon-
ish the disorderly; encourage the
faint-hearted; support the weak; be
patient toward all. 15 See that no one
returns evil for evil to anyone, but
always follow after that which is good
for one another and for all.

16 Always rejoice. 17 Pray without
ceasing. 18 In everything give thanks,
for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus toward you. 19Don’t quench the
Spirit. 20 Don’t despise prophecies.
21Test all things, and hold firmly that
which is good. 22 Abstain from every
form of evil.

23 May the God of peace himself
sanctify you completely. May your
whole spirit, soul, and body be pre-
served blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

24He who calls you is faithful, who
will also do it.

25 Brothers, pray for us.
26Greet all the brothers with a holy

kiss. 27 I solemnly command you by
the Lord that this letter be read to all
the holy brothers.

28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter tothe Thessalonians
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to

the assembly of the Thessalonians in
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: 2Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3 We are bound to always give
thanks to God for you, brothers,*
even as it is appropriate, because
your faith grows exceedingly, and the
love of each and every one of you
toward one another abounds, 4so that
we ourselves boast about you in the
assemblies of God for your persever-
ance and faith in all your persecu-
tions and in the afflictions which you
endure. 5 This is an obvious sign
of the righteous judgment of God,
to the end that you may be counted
worthy of God’s Kingdom, for which
you also suffer. 6 For it is a righteous
thing with God to repay affliction to
those who afflict you, 7 and to give
relief to you who are afflicted with
us when the Lord Jesus is revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels
in flaming fire, 8punishing those who
don’t know God, and to those who
don’t obey the Good News of our Lord
Jesus, 9 who will pay the penalty:
eternal destruction from the face of
the Lord and from the glory of his
might, 10 when he comes in that day
to be glorified in his saints and to be
admired among all those who have
believed, because our testimony to
you was believed.

11 To this end we also pray always
for you that our God may count you
worthy of your calling, and fulfill ev-
ery desire of goodness and work of
faith with power, 12 that the name of
our Lord Jesus† may be glorified in

you, and you in him, according to the
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

2
1 Now, brothers, concerning the

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our gathering together to him, we
ask you 2 not to be quickly shaken
in your mind or troubled, either by
spirit or byword or by letter as if from
us, saying that the day of Christ has
already come. 3 Let no one deceive
you in any way. For it will not be
unless the rebellion* comes first, and
the man of sin is revealed, the son of
destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts
himself against all that is called God
or that is worshiped, so that he sits as
God in the temple of God, setting him-
self up as God. 5Don’t you remember
that when I was still with you, I told
you these things? 6 Now you know
what is restraining him, to the end
that he may be revealed in his own
season. 7 For the mystery of lawless-
ness already works. Only there is one
who restrains now, until he is taken
out of the way. 8 Then the lawless
one will be revealed, whom the Lord
will kill with the breath of his mouth
and destroy by the manifestation of
his coming; 9 even he whose coming
is according to the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying
wonders, 10 and with all deception of
wickedness for those who are being
lost, because they didn’t receive the
love of the truth, that they might be
saved. 11 Because of this, God sends
them a powerful delusion, that they
should believe a lie, 12 that they all
might be judged who didn’t believe
the truth, but had pleasure in unrigh-
teousness.

13 But we are bound to always
give thanks to God for you, brothers
loved by the Lord, because God chose
you from the beginning for salvation

* 1:3 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers
and sisters” or “siblings.” † 1:12 TR adds “Christ” * 2:3 or, falling away, or, defection
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through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief in the truth, 14 to which he
called you through our Good News,
for the obtaining of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, broth-
ers, stand firm and hold the tradi-
tions which you were taught by us,
whether by word or by letter.

16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ him-
self, and God our Father, who loved
us and gave us eternal comfort and
good hope through grace, 17 comfort
your hearts and establish you in every
good work and word.

3
1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that

the word of the Lord may spread
rapidly and be glorified, even as also
with you, 2 and that we may be de-
livered from unreasonable and evil
men; for not all have faith. 3 But
the Lord is faithful, who will estab-
lish you and guard you from the evil
one. 4We have confidence in the Lord
concerning you, that you both do
and will do the things we command.
5May the Lord direct your hearts into
God’s love and into the perseverance
of Christ.

6 Now we command you, brothers,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you withdraw yourselves from
every brother who walks in rebellion
andnot after the traditionwhich they
received from us. 7 For you know how
you ought to imitate us. For we didn’t
behave ourselves rebelliously among
you, 8 neither did we eat bread from
anyone’s hand without paying for it,
but in labor and travail worked night
and day, that we might not burden
any of you. 9 This was not because
we don’t have the right, but to make
ourselves an example to you, that you
should imitate us. 10 For even when
we were with you, we commanded
you this: “If anyone is not willing to
work, don’t let him eat.” 11 For we
hear of some who walk among you in
rebellion, who don’t work at all, but
are busybodies. 12Now those who are

that way, we command and exhort
in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they
work with quietness and eat their
own bread.

13But you, brothers, don’t beweary
in doing what is right. 14 If any man
doesn’t obey our word in this letter,
note that man and have no company
with him, to the end that he may
be ashamed. 15 Don’t count him as
an enemy, but admonish him as a
brother.

16Now may the Lord of peace him-
self give you peace at all times in all
ways. The Lord be with you all.

17 I, Paul, write this greeting with
my own hand, which is the sign in
every letter. This is how I write.
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter toTimothy
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ

according to the commandment of
God our Savior and the Lord Jesus
Christ* our hope, 2 to Timothy, my
true child in faith: Grace, mercy, and
peace from God our Father and Christ
Jesus our Lord.

3 As I urged you when I was going
into Macedonia, stay at Ephesus that
you might command certain men not
to teach a different doctrine, 4 and
not to pay attention to myths and
endless genealogies, which cause dis-
putes rather than God’s stewardship,
which is in faith. 5But the goal of this
command is love from a pure heart,
a good conscience, and sincere faith,
6 from which things some, having
missed themark, have turned away to
vain talking, 7 desiring to be teachers
of the law, though they understand
neither what they say nor about what
they strongly affirm.

8 But we know that the law is good
if a person uses it lawfully, 9 as know-
ing this, that law is not made for a
righteous person, but for the lawless
and insubordinate, for the ungodly
and sinners, for the unholy and pro-
fane, for murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for manslay-
ers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for
homosexuals, for slave-traders, for
liars, for perjurers, and for any other
thing contrary to the sound doctrine,
11 according to the Good News of the
glory of the blessed God, which was
committed to my trust.

12 I thank him who enabled me,
Christ Jesus our Lord, because he
counted me faithful, appointing me
to service, 13 although I used to be
a blasphemer, a persecutor, and in-
solent. However, I obtained mercy
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.

14 The grace of our Lord abounded
exceedinglywith faith and lovewhich
is in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is
faithful and worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
16 However, for this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first, Jesus Christ
might display all his patience for an
example of those who were going to
believe in him for eternal life. 17Now
to the King eternal, immortal, invis-
ible, to God who alone is wise, be
honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen.

18 I commit this instruction to you,
my child Timothy, according to the
prophecies which were given to you
before, that by them you may wage
the good warfare, 19holding faith and
a good conscience, which some hav-
ing thrust away made a shipwreck
concerning the faith, 20 of whom are
Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I
delivered to Satan that they might be
taught not to blaspheme.

2
1 I exhort therefore, first of all,

that petitions, prayers, intercessions,
and givings of thanks be made for
all men, 2 for kings and all who are
in high places, that we may lead a
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness
and reverence. 3 For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our
Savior, 4 who desires all people to be
saved and come to full knowledge of
the truth. 5 For there is one God and
one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave him-
self as a ransom for all, the testimony
at the proper time, 7 to which I was
appointed a preacher and an apostle
—I am telling the truth in Christ, not
lying —a teacher of the Gentiles in
faith and truth.

8 I desire therefore that the men
in every place pray, lifting up holy
hands without anger and doubting.
9 In the same way, that women also

* 1:1 NU reads Christ Jesus and omits the Lord.
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adorn themselves in decent cloth-
ing, with modesty and propriety,
not* with braided hair, gold, pearls,
or expensive clothing, 10 but with
good works, which is appropriate for
women professing godliness. 11 Let
a woman learn in quietness with full
submission. 12 But I don’t permit a
woman to teach, nor to exercise au-
thority over aman, but to be in quiet-
ness. 13 For Adam was formed first,
then Eve. 14 Adam wasn’t deceived,
but the woman, being deceived, has
fallen into disobedience; 15 but she
will be saved through her childbear-
ing, if they continue in faith, love, and
holiness with sobriety.

3
1 This is a faithful saying: some-

one who seeks to be an overseer*
desires a good work. 2 The overseer
therefore must be without reproach,
the husband of one wife, temperate,
sensible, modest, hospitable, good at
teaching; 3 not a drinker, not violent,
not greedy for money, but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not covetous; 4one who
rules his own house well, having chil-
dren in subjection with all reverence;
5 (for howcould someonewhodoesn’t
know how to rule his own house take
care of God’s assembly?) 6 not a
new convert, lest being puffed up he
fall into the same condemnation as
the devil. 7 Moreover he must have
good testimony from those who are
outside, to avoid falling into reproach
and the snare of the devil.

8 Servants,† in the same way, must
be reverent, not double-tongued, not
addicted to much wine, not greedy
for money, 9 holding the mystery of
the faith in a pure conscience. 10 Let
them also first be tested; then let
them serve‡ if they are blameless.
11 Their wives in the same way must

be reverent, not slanderers, temper-
ate, and faithful in all things. 12 Let
servants§ be husbands of one wife,
ruling their children and their own
houses well. 13 For those who have
served well* gain for themselves a
good standing and great boldness in
the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

14 These things I write to you, hop-
ing to come to you shortly, 15 but if
I wait long, that you may know how
men ought to behave themselves in
God’s house, which is the assembly of
the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth. 16 Without controversy,
the mystery of godliness is great:
God† was revealed in the flesh,
justified in the spirit,
seen by angels,
preached among the nations,
believed on in the world,
and received up in glory.

4
1 But the Spirit says expressly

that in later times some will fall
away from the faith, paying attention
to seducing spirits and doctrines of
demons, 2 through the hypocrisy of
men who speak lies, branded in their
own conscience as with a hot iron,
3 forbidding marriage and command-
ing to abstain from foods which God
created to be received with thanks-
giving by thosewho believe and know
the truth. 4 For every creature of God
is good, and nothing is to be rejected
if it is received with thanksgiving.
5 For it is sanctified through the word
of God and prayer.

6 If you instruct the brothers of
these things, you will be a good ser-
vant of Christ Jesus, nourished in the
words of the faith and of the good
doctrine which you have followed.
7 But refuse profane and old wives’

* 2:9 The word for “not” is the negative particle “μη” which denies an expected idea, as opposed to the
usual word for “not” (ου) which denies a fact. Thus “μη” in this context is denying an expected idea (that
women can be properly dressed without good works). * 3:1 or, superintendent, or bishop † 3:8
or, Deacons. ‡ 3:10 or, serve as deacons § 3:12 or, deacons * 3:13 or, served well as deacons
† 3:16 NU replaces “God” with “who”
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fables. Exercise yourself toward god-
liness. 8 For bodily exercise has some
value, but godliness has value in all
things, having the promise of the life
which is now and of that which is
to come. 9 This saying is faithful
and worthy of all acceptance. 10 For
to this end we both labor and suffer
reproach, because we have set our
trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, especially of those
who believe. 11 Command and teach
these things.

12 Let no man despise your youth;
but be an example to those who be-
lieve, in word, in your way of life, in
love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity.
13Until I come, pay attention to read-
ing, to exhortation, and to teaching.
14Don’t neglect the gift that is in you,
which was given to you by prophecy
with the laying on of the hands of
the elders. 15 Be diligent in these
things. Give yourself wholly to them,
that your progress may be revealed
to all. 16 Pay attention to yourself
and to your teaching. Continue in
these things, for in doing this you
will save both yourself and those who
hear you.

5
1 Don’t rebuke an older man, but

exhort him as a father; the younger
men as brothers; 2 the elder women
as mothers; the younger as sisters, in
all purity.

3 Honor widows who are widows
indeed. 4 But if any widow has chil-
dren or grandchildren, let them learn
first to show piety toward their own
family and to repay their parents, for
this is* acceptable in the sight of God.
5Now she who is a widow indeed and
desolate, has her hope set on God and
continues in petitions and prayers
night and day. 6 But she who gives
herself to pleasure is dead while she
lives. 7 Also command these things,
that they may be without reproach.

8But if anyone doesn’t provide for his
own, and especially his own house-
hold, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.

9 Let no one be enrolled as a widow
under sixty years old, havingbeen the
wife of one man, 10 being approved
by good works, if she has brought up
children, if she has been hospitable
to strangers, if she has washed the
saints’ feet, if she has relieved the
afflicted, and if she has diligently fol-
lowed every good work.

11 But refuse younger widows,
for when they have grown wanton
against Christ, they desire to marry,
12 having condemnation, because
they have rejected their first pledge.
13 Besides, they also learn to be idle,
going about from house to house.
Not only idle, but also gossips and
busybodies, saying things which they
ought not. 14 I desire therefore that
the younger widows marry, bear
children, rule the household, and
give no occasion to the adversary
for insulting. 15 For already some
have turned away after Satan. 16 If
any man or woman who believes has
widows, let them relieve them, and
don’t let the assembly be burdened,
that it might relieve those who are
widows indeed.

17 Let the elders who rule well be
counted worthy of double honor, es-
pecially those who labor in the word
and in teaching. 18 For the Scrip-
ture says, “You shall not muzzle the
ox when it treads out the grain.”✡
And, “The laborer is worthy of his
wages.”✡

19 Don’t receive an accusation
against an elder except at the word
of two or three witnesses. 20 Those
who sin, reprove in the sight of all,
that the rest also may be in fear. 21 I
command you in the sight of God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the chosen
angels, that you observe these things

* 5:4 TR adds “good and” ✡ 5:18 Deuteronomy 25:4 ✡ 5:18 Luke 10:7; Leviticus 19:13
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without prejudice, doing nothing by
partiality. 22 Lay hands hastily on no
one. Don’t be a participant in other
people’s sins. Keep yourself pure.

23 Be no longer a drinker of water
only, but use a little wine for your
stomach’s sake and your frequent in-
firmities.

24Somemen’s sins are evident, pre-
ceding them to judgment, and some
also follow later. 25 In the same way
also there are good works that are
obvious, and those that are otherwise
can’t be hidden.

6
1 Let as many as are bondservants

under the yoke count their own mas-
ters worthy of all honor, that the
name of God and the doctrine not be
blasphemed. 2 Those who have be-
lieving masters, let them not despise
them because they are brothers, but
rather let them serve them, because
those who partake of the benefit are
believing and beloved. Teach and
exhort these things.

3 If anyone teaches a different
doctrine and doesn’t consent to
sound words, the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine
which is according to godliness, 4 he
is conceited, knowing nothing, but
obsessed with arguments, disputes,
and word battles, from which come
envy, strife, insulting, evil suspicions,
5 constant friction of people of
corrupt minds and destitute of the
truth, who suppose that godliness is
a means of gain. Withdraw yourself
from such.*

6 But godliness with contentment
is great gain. 7 For we brought noth-
ing into the world, and we certainly
can’t carry anything out. 8But having
food and clothing, we will be content
with that. 9 But those who are deter-
mined to be rich fall into a tempta-
tion, a snare, and many foolish and
harmful lusts, such as drown men in
ruin and destruction. 10 For the love

of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some have been led astray from the
faith in their greed, and have pierced
themselves through with many sor-
rows.

11 But you, man of God, flee these
things, and follow after righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, persever-
ance, and gentleness. 12 Fight the
good fight of faith. Take hold of the
eternal life to which you were called,
and you confessed the good confes-
sion in the sight of many witnesses.
13 I command you before God who
gives life to all things, and before
Christ Jesuswho before Pontius Pilate
testified the good confession, 14 that
you keep the commandment without
spot, blameless until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which at
the right time he will show, who is
the blessed and only Ruler, the King
of kings and Lord of lords. 16 He
alone has immortality, dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man
has seen nor can see, to whom be
honor and eternal power. Amen.

17Charge those who are rich in this
present age that they not be arrogant,
nor have their hope set on the uncer-
tainty of riches, but on the living God,
who richly provides us with every-
thing to enjoy; 18 that they do good,
that they be rich in good works, that
they be ready to distribute, willing
to share; 19 laying up in store for
themselves a good foundation against
the time to come, that they may lay
hold of eternal life.

20 Timothy, guard that which is
committed to you, turning away from
the empty chatter and oppositions
of what is falsely called knowledge,
21which some profess, and thus have
wandered from the faith.

Grace be with you. Amen.

* 6:5 NU omits “Withdraw yourself from such.”
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Paul’s Second Letter toTimothy
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ*

through the will of God, according to
the promise of the life which is in
Christ Jesus, 2 to Timothy, my beloved
child: Grace, mercy, and peace, from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve as
my forefathers did, with a pure con-
science. How unceasing is my mem-
ory of you in my petitions, night and
day 4 longing to see you, remember-
ing your tears, that I may be filled
with joy; 5 having been reminded of
the sincere faith that is in you, which
lived first in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice and, I am
persuaded, in you also.

6 For this cause, I remind you that
you should stir up the gift of God
which is in you through the laying
on of my hands. 7 For God didn’t
give us a spirit of fear, but of power,
love, and self-control. 8 Therefore
don’t be ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but
endure hardship for the Good News
according to the power of God, 9who
saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works,
but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given to us in Christ
Jesus before times eternal, 10 but has
now been revealed by the appearing
of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who abol-
ished death, and brought life and im-
mortality to light through the Good
News. 11 For this I was appointed as
a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher
of the Gentiles. 12 For this cause I also
suffer these things.

Yet I am not ashamed, for I know
him whom I have believed, and I am
persuaded that he is able to guard

that which I have committed to him
against that day.

13Hold the pattern of sound words
which you have heard from me, in
faith and love which is in Christ Je-
sus. 14 That good thing which was
committed to you, guard through the
Holy Spirit who dwells in us.

15 This you know, that all who
are in Asia turned away from me, of
whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.
16 May the Lord grant mercy to the
house of Onesiphorus, for he often
refreshed me, and was not ashamed
of my chain, 17 but when he was in
Rome, he sought me diligently and
found me 18 (the Lord grant to him
to find the Lord’s mercy in that day);
and in how many things he served at
Ephesus, you know very well.

2
1 You therefore, my child, be

strengthened in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus. 2 The things which you
have heard from me among many
witnesses, commit the same things to
faithful menwhowill be able to teach
others also. 3 You therefore must
endure hardship as a good soldier
of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier on duty
entangles himself in the affairs of
life, that he may please him who
enrolled him as a soldier. 5 Also, if
anyone competes in athletics, he isn’t
crowned unless he has competed by
the rules. 6 The farmer who labors
must be the first to get a share of the
crops. 7 Consider what I say, and may
the Lord give you understanding in
all things.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead, of the offspring* of
David, according to my Good News,
9 in which I suffer hardship to the
point of chains as a criminal. But
God’sword isn’t chained. 10Therefore
I endure all things for the chosen
ones’ sake, that they also may obtain
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 2:8 or, seed
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with eternal glory. 11 This saying is
trustworthy:
“For if we died with him,

we will also live with him.
12 If we endure,

we will also reign with him.
If we deny him,

he also will deny us.
13 If we are faithless,

he remains faithful;
for he can’t deny himself.”

14 Remind them of these things,
charging them in the sight of the Lord
that they don’t argue about words to
no profit, to the subverting of those
who hear.

15 Give diligence to present your-
self approved by God, aworkmanwho
doesn’t need to be ashamed, properly
handling the Word of Truth. 16 But
shun empty chatter, for it will go
further in ungodliness, 17 and those
words will consume like gangrene,
of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus:
18 men who have erred concerning
the truth, saying that the resurrec-
tion is alreadypast, andoverthrowing
the faith of some. 19 However, God’s
firm foundation stands, having this
seal: “The Lord knows those who
are his,”✡ and, “Let every one who
names the name of the Lord† depart
from unrighteousness.”

20 Now in a large house there are
not only vessels of gold and of silver,
but also of wood and of clay. Some
are for honor and some for dishonor.
21 If anyone therefore purges himself
from these, he will be a vessel for
honor, sanctified, and suitable for the
master’s use, prepared for every good
work.

22 Flee from youthful lusts; but
pursue righteousness, faith, love, and
peace with those who call on the Lord
out of a pure heart. 23But refuse fool-
ish and ignorant questionings, know-
ing that they generate strife. 24 The
Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but
be gentle toward all, able to teach,

patient, 25 in gentleness correcting
those who oppose him. Perhaps God
may give them repentance leading to
a full knowledge of the truth, 26 and
they may recover themselves out of
the devil’s snare, having been taken
captive by him to do his will.

3
1 But know this: that in the last

days, grievous times will come. 2 For
men will be lovers of self, lovers
of money, boastful, arrogant, blas-
phemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy, 3 without natu-
ral affection, unforgiving, slander-
ers, without self-control, fierce, not
lovers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God, 5 holding a form
of godliness but having denied its
power. Turn away from these, also.
6 For some of these are people who
creep into houses and take cap-
tive gullible women loaded down
with sins, led away by various lusts,
7 always learning and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth.
8Even as Jannes and Jambres opposed
Moses, so these also oppose the truth,
men corrupted in mind, who con-
cerning the faith are rejected. 9 But
they will proceed no further. For
their folly will be evident to all men,
as theirs also came to be.

10 But you followed my teaching,
conduct, purpose, faith, patience,
love, steadfastness, 11 persecutions,
and sufferings —those things that
happened to me at Antioch, Iconium,
and Lystra. I endured those perse-
cutions. The Lord delivered me out
of them all. 12 Yes, and all who de-
sire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution. 13 But evil men
and impostors will grow worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived.
14But you remain in the things which
you have learned and have been as-
sured of, knowing from whom you
have learned them. 15 From infancy,

✡ 2:19 Numbers 16:5 † 2:19 TR reads “Christ” instead of “the Lord”
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you have known the holy Scriptures
which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus. 16 Every Scripture
is God-breathed and* profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for instruction in righteousness,
17 that each person who belongs to
God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.

4
1 I command you therefore before

God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will judge the living and the dead
at his appearing and his Kingdom:
2 preach the word; be urgent in sea-
son and out of season; reprove, re-
buke, and exhort with all patience
and teaching. 3For the timewill come
when theywill not listen to the sound
doctrine, but having itching ears, will
heap up for themselves teachers after
their own lusts, 4 and will turn away
their ears from the truth, and turn
away to fables. 5 But you be sober
in all things, suffer hardship, do the
work of an evangelist, and fulfill your
ministry.

6 For I am already being offered,
and the time of my departure has
come. 7 I have fought the good fight. I
have finished the course. I have kept
the faith. 8 From now on, the crown
of righteousness is stored up for me,
which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will give to me on that day; and not
to me only, but also to all those who
have loved his appearing.

9 Be diligent to come to me soon,
10 for Demas leftme, having loved this
present world, and went to Thessa-
lonica; Crescens to Galatia; and Titus
to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with
me. Take Mark and bring him with
you, for he is useful to me for ser-
vice. 12 But I sent Tychicus to Eph-
esus. 13 Bring the cloak that I left at

Troas with Carpus when you come—
and the books, especially the parch-
ments. 14Alexander the coppersmith
did much evil to me. The Lord will
repay him according to his deeds.
15 Beware of him, for he greatly op-
posed our words.

16At my first defense, no one came
to help me, but all left me. May it
not be held against them. 17 But the
Lord stood by me and strengthened
me, that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed, and that
all the Gentiles might hear. So I was
delivered out of themouth of the lion.
18 And the Lord will deliver me from
every evil work and will preserve me
for his heavenly Kingdom. To him be
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the
house of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus
remained at Corinth, but I left
Trophimus at Miletus sick. 21 Be
diligent to come before winter.
Eubulus salutes you, as do Pudens,
Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers.

22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.

* 3:16 or, Every writing inspired by God is
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God and an

apostle of Jesus Christ,* according to
the faith of God’s chosen ones and
the knowledge of the truth which is
according to godliness, 2 in hope of
eternal life, which God, who can’t lie,
promised before time began; 3 but in
his own time revealed his word in the
message with which I was entrusted
according to the commandment of
God our Savior, 4 to Titus, my true
child according to a common faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace fromGod the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our
Savior.

5 I left you in Crete for this reason,
that youwould set in order the things
that were lacking and appoint elders
in every city, as I directed you— 6 if
anyone is blameless, the husband of
one wife, having children who be-
lieve, who are not accused of loose or
unruly behavior. 7 For the overseer
must be blameless, as God’s steward,
not self-pleasing, not easily angered,
not given to wine, not violent, not
greedy for dishonest gain; 8 but given
to hospitality, a lover of good, sober
minded, fair, holy, self-controlled,
9 holding to the faithful word which
is according to the teaching, that he
may be able to exhort in the sound
doctrine, and to convict those who
contradict him.

10 For there are also many unruly
men, vain talkers and deceivers, es-
pecially those of the circumcision,
11 whose mouths must be stopped:
men who overthrow whole houses,
teaching things which they ought
not, for dishonest gain’s sake. 12 One
of them, a prophet of their own, said,
“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts,
and idle gluttons.” 13 This testimony
is true. For this cause, reprove them
sharply, that they may be sound in
the faith, 14 not paying attention to

Jewish fables and commandments of
men who turn away from the truth.
15 To the pure, all things are pure,
but to those who are defiled and un-
believing, nothing is pure; but both
their mind and their conscience are
defiled. 16 They profess that they
know God, but by their deeds they
deny him, being abominable, disobe-
dient, and unfit for any good work.

2
1But say the things which fit sound

doctrine, 2 that older men should be
temperate, sensible, sober minded,
sound in faith, in love, and in per-
severance, 3 and that older women
likewise be reverent in behavior,
not slanderers nor enslaved to much
wine, teachers of that which is good,
4 that they may train the young wives
to love their husbands, to love their
children, 5 to be soberminded, chaste,
workers at home, kind, being in sub-
jection to their own husbands, that
God’s word may not be blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the youngermen
to be sober minded. 7 In all things
show yourself an example of good
works. In your teaching, show in-
tegrity, seriousness, incorruptibility,
8 and soundness of speech that can’t
be condemned, that he who opposes
you may be ashamed, having no evil
thing to say about us.

9 Exhort servants to be in subjec-
tion to their own masters and to be
well-pleasing in all things, not con-
tradicting, 10 not stealing, but show-
ing all good fidelity, that they may
adorn the doctrine of God, our Savior,
in all things. 11 For the grace of
God has appeared, bringing salvation
to all men, 12 instructing us to the
intent that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we would live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present
age; 13 looking for the blessed hope
and appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,
14 who gave himself for us, that he

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people for
his own possession, zealous for good
works.

15 Say these things and exhort and
reprove with all authority. Let no one
despise you.

3
1 Remind them to be in subjec-

tion to rulers and to authorities, to
be obedient, to be ready for every
good work, 2 to speak evil of no one,
not to be contentious, to be gentle,
showing all humility toward all men.
3 For we were also once foolish, dis-
obedient, deceived, serving various
lusts and pleasures, living in malice
and envy, hateful, and hating one
another. 4 But when the kindness of
God our Savior and his love toward
mankind appeared, 5 not by works
of righteousness which we did our-
selves, but according to his mercy, he
saved us through the washing of re-
generation and renewing by the Holy
Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior; 7 that being justified by his grace,
we might be made heirs according to
the hope of eternal life. 8 This say-
ing is faithful, and concerning these
things I desire that you insist confi-
dently, so that those who have be-
lieved Godmay be careful tomaintain
good works. These things are good
andprofitable tomen; 9but shun fool-
ish questionings, genealogies, strife,
and disputes about the law; for they
are unprofitable and vain. 10 Avoid a
factious man after a first and second
warning, 11 knowing that such a one
is perverted and sinful, being self-
condemned.

12 When I send Artemas to you, or
Tychicus, be diligent to come to me
to Nicopolis, for I have determined
to winter there. 13 Send Zenas the
lawyer and Apollos on their journey
speedily, that nothing may be lacking
for them. 14 Let our people also learn

to maintain good works to meet nec-
essary needs, that they may not be
unfruitful.

15 All who are with me greet you.
Greet those who love us in faith.

Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter toPhilemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ* Jesus,

and Timothy our brother, to Phile-
mon, our beloved fellow worker, 2 to
the beloved Apphia, to Archippus our
fellow soldier, and to the assembly in
your house: 3 Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

4 I thank my God always, mak-
ing mention of you in my prayers,
5hearing of your love and of the faith
which you have toward the Lord Jesus
and toward all the saints, 6 that the
fellowship of your faith may become
effective in the knowledge of every
good thing which is in us in Christ
Jesus. 7 For we have much joy and
comfort in your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been re-
freshed through you, brother.

8 Therefore though I have all bold-
ness in Christ to command you that
which is appropriate, 9 yet for love’s
sake I rather appeal to you, being such
a one as Paul, the aged, but also a pris-
oner of Jesus Christ. 10 I appeal to you
for my child Onesimus, whom I have
become the father of in my chains,†
11 who once was useless to you, but
now is useful to you and tome. 12 I am
sending him back. Therefore receive
him, that is, my own heart, 13 whom
I desired to keep with me, that on
your behalf he might serve me in my
chains for the Good News. 14But I was
willing to do nothing without your
consent, that your goodness would
not be as of necessity, but of free
will. 15 For perhaps he was therefore
separated from you for a while that
you would have him forever, 16 no
longer as a slave, but more than a
slave, a beloved brother—especially
to me, but how much rather to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord.

17 If then you count me a partner,
receive him as you would receive me.
18 But if he has wronged you at all or
owes you anything, put that to my
account. 19 I, Paul, write this with
my own hand: I will repay it (not to
mention to you that you owe to me
even your own self besides). 20 Yes,
brother, let me have joy from you in
the Lord. Refresh my heart in the
Lord.

21Having confidence in your obedi-
ence, I write to you, knowing that you
will do even beyond what I say.

22 Also, prepare a guest room for
me, for I hope that through your
prayers I will be restored to you.

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in
Christ Jesus, greets you, 24as doMark,
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fel-
low workers.

25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit. Amen.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 Onesimus means “useful”.
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The Letter to theHebrews
1God, having in the past spoken to

the fathers through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, 2has
at the end of these days spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed heir
of all things, through whom also he
made theworlds. 3His Son is the radi-
ance of his glory, the very image of his
substance, and upholding all things
by the word of his power, who, when
he had by himself purified us of our
sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high, 4having become
as much better than the angels as the
more excellent namehehas inherited
is better than theirs. 5 For to which of
the angels did he say at any time,
“You are my Son.

Today I have become your fa-
ther?”✡

and again,
“I will be to him a Father,

and he will be to me a Son?”✡
6When he again brings in the first-

born into the world he says, “Let all
the angels of Godworship him.”✡ 7Of
the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds,

and his servants a flame of
fire.”✡

8 But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and

ever.
The scepter of uprightness is the

scepter of your Kingdom.
9 You have loved righteousness and

hated iniquity;
therefore God, your God, has

anointed you with the oil
of gladness above your fel-
lows.”✡

10And,

“You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the
foundation of the earth.

The heavens are the works of
your hands.

11 They will perish, but you continue.
They all will grow old like a gar-

ment does.
12You will roll them up like a mantle,

and they will be changed;
but you are the same.
Your years won’t fail.”✡

13 But which of the angels has he
told at any time,
“Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies the
footstool of your feet?”✡

14 Aren’t they all serving spirits,
sent out to do service for the sake of
those who will inherit salvation?

2
1Thereforewe ought to pay greater

attention to the things that were
heard, lest perhaps we drift away.
2 For if the word spoken through
angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience re-
ceived a just penalty, 3howwill we es-
cape if we neglect so great a salvation
—which at the first having been spo-
ken through the Lord, was confirmed
to us by those who heard, 4 God also
testifying with them, both by signs
and wonders, by various works of
power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit,
according to his own will?

5 For he didn’t subject the world to
come, of which we speak, to angels.
6 But one has somewhere testified,
saying,
“What is man, that you think of him?

Or the son of man, that you care
for him?

7Youmade him a little lower than the
angels.

You crowned himwith glory and
honor.*

✡ 1:5 Psalm 2:7 ✡ 1:5 2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 ✡ 1:6 Deuteronomy 32:43 LXX ✡ 1:7
Psalm 104:4 ✡ 1:9 Psalm 45:6-7 ✡ 1:12 Psalm 102:25-27 ✡ 1:13 Psalm 110:1 * 2:7 TR
adds “and set him over the works of your hands” ✡ 2:8 Psalm 8:4-6
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8 You have put all things in sub-

jection under his feet.”✡
For in that he subjected all things

to him, he left nothing that is not
subject to him. But now we don’t yet
see all things subjected to him. 9 But
we see himwhohas beenmade a little
lower than the angels, Jesus, because
of the suffering of death crowned
with glory and honor, that by the
grace of God he should taste of death
for everyone.

10 For it became him, for whom
are all things and through whom are
all things, in bringing many chil-
dren to glory, to make the author of
their salvation perfect through suf-
ferings. 11 For both he who sancti-
fies and those who are sanctified are
all from one, for which cause he is
not ashamed to call them brothers,†
12 saying,
“I will declare your name to my

brothers.
Among the congregation I will

sing your praise.”✡
13 Again, “I will put my trust in

him.” Again, “Behold, here I am with
the children whom God has given
me.”✡ 14 Since then the children
have shared in flesh and blood, he
also himself in the same way partook
of the same, that through death he
might bring to nothing him who had
the power of death, that is, the devil,
15 and might deliver all of them who
through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For
most certainly, he doesn’t give help
to angels, but he gives help to the
offspring‡ of Abraham. 17 Therefore
he was obligated in all things to be
made like his brothers, that he might
become a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, to
make atonement for the sins of the
people. 18 For in that he himself has

suffered being tempted, he is able to
help those who are tempted.

3
1 Therefore, holy brothers, partak-

ers of a heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle andHigh Priest of our confes-
sion: Jesus, 2who was faithful to him
who appointed him, as also Moses
was in all his house. 3 For he has
been counted worthy of more glory
than Moses, because he who built
the house has more honor than the
house. 4 For every house is built by
someone; but he who built all things
is God. 5 Moses indeed was faithful
in all his house as a servant, for a
testimony of those things whichwere
afterward to be spoken, 6 but Christ*
is faithful as a Son over his house.
We are his house, if we hold fast our
confidence and the glorying of our
hope firm to the end. 7 Therefore,
even as the Holy Spirit says,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

8 don’t harden your hearts as in
the rebellion,

in the day of the trial in the
wilderness,

9 where your fathers tested me
and tried me,

and saw my deeds for forty
years.

10 Therefore I was displeased with
that generation,

and said, ‘They always err in
their heart,

but they didn’t know my ways.’
11As I swore in my wrath,

‘They will not enter into my
rest.’ ”✡

12 Beware, brothers, lest perhaps
there might be in any one of you an
evil heart of unbelief, in falling away
from the living God; 13but exhort one
another day by day, so long as it is
called “today”, lest any one of you be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
14 For we have become partakers of

† 2:11 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 2:12 Psalm 22:22 ✡ 2:13 Isaiah 8:18 ‡ 2:16 or,
seed * 3:6 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ✡ 3:11 Psalm 95:7-11
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Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence firm to the end, 15while it
is said,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts, as in
the rebellion.”✡

16 For who, when they heard, re-
belled? Wasn’t it all those who came
out of Egypt led by Moses? 17 With
whom was he displeased forty years?
Wasn’t it with those who sinned,
whose bodies fell in the wilderness?
18 To whom did he swear that they
wouldn’t enter into his rest, but to
those who were disobedient? 19 We
see that they weren’t able to enter in
because of unbelief.

4
1 Let’s fear therefore, lest perhaps

anyone of you should seem to have
come short of a promise of entering
into his rest. 2For indeedwe have had
good news preached to us, even as
they also did, but theword they heard
didn’t profit them, because it wasn’t
mixed with faith by those who heard.
3 For we who have believed do enter
into that rest, even as he has said, “As
I swore in my wrath, they will not
enter into my rest;”✡ although the
workswere finished from the founda-
tion of theworld. 4For hehas said this
somewhere about the seventh day,
“God rested on the seventh day from
all his works;”✡ 5 and in this place
again, “They will not enter into my
rest.”✡

6 Seeing therefore it remains that
some should enter into it, and they
towhom the good newswas preached
before failed to enter in because of
disobedience, 7 he again defines a
certain day, “today”, saying through
David so long a time afterward (just
as has been said),
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts.”✡

8 For if Joshua had given them
rest, he would not have spoken af-
terward of another day. 9 There re-
mains therefore a Sabbath rest for
the people of God. 10 For he who
has entered into his rest has himself
also rested from his works, as God
did from his. 11 Let’s therefore give
diligence to enter into that rest, lest
anyone fall after the same example of
disobedience. 12 For the word of God
is living and active, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even
to the dividing of soul and spirit, of
both joints andmarrow, and is able to
discern the thoughts and intentions
of the heart. 13 There is no creature
that is hidden from his sight, but all
things are naked and laid open before
the eyes of him towhomwemust give
an account.

14 Having then a great high priest
who has passed through the heav-
ens, Jesus, the Son of God, let’s hold
tightly to our confession. 15 For we
don’t have a high priest who can’t
be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, but one who has been in
all points tempted like we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let’s therefore draw
near with boldness to the throne of
grace, that wemay receivemercy and
may find grace for help in time of
need.

5
1 For every high priest, being taken

from among men, is appointed for
men in things pertaining to God, that
he may offer both gifts and sacrifices
for sins. 2 The high priest can deal
gently with those who are ignorant
and going astray, because he himself
is also surrounded with weakness.
3 Because of this, he must offer sacri-
fices for sins for the people, as well as
for himself. 4Nobody takes this honor
on himself, but he is called by God,
just like Aaron was. 5 So also Christ
didn’t glorify himself to be made a

✡ 3:15 Psalm 95:7-8 ✡ 4:3 Psalm 95:11 ✡ 4:4 Genesis 2:2 ✡ 4:5 Psalm 95:11 ✡ 4:7
Psalm 95:7-8
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high priest, but it was he who said to
him,
“You are my Son.

Today I have become your fa-
ther.”✡

6As he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,

after the order ofMelchizedek.”✡
7He, in the days of his flesh, having

offered up prayers and petitions with
strong crying and tears to him who
was able to save him from death, and
having been heard for his godly fear,
8 though he was a Son, yet learned
obedience by the things which he
suffered. 9Having beenmade perfect,
he became to all of those who obey
him the author of eternal salvation,
10 named by God a high priest after
the order of Melchizedek.

11 About him we have many words
to say, and hard to interpret, see-
ing you have become dull of hear-
ing. 12 For although by this time you
should be teachers, you again need
to have someone teach you the rudi-
ments of the first principles of the
revelations of God. You have come to
need milk, and not solid food. 13 For
everyone who lives on milk is not
experienced in theword of righteous-
ness, for he is a baby. 14But solid food
is for those who are full grown, who
by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern good and evil.

6
1 Therefore leaving the teaching

of the first principles of Christ, let’s
press on to perfection —not laying
again a foundation of repentance
from deadworks, of faith toward God,
2of the teaching of baptisms, of laying
on of hands, of resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 This
will we do, if God permits. 4 For
concerning those who were once en-
lightened and tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Spirit, 5 and tasted the good

word of God and the powers of the
age to come, 6 and then fell away,
it is impossible to renew them again
to repentance; seeing they crucify
the Son of God for themselves again,
and put him to open shame. 7 For
the land which has drunk the rain
that comes often on it and produces
a crop suitable for them for whose
sake it is also tilled, receives blessing
from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and
thistles, it is rejected and near being
cursed, whose end is to be burned.

9But, beloved, we are persuaded of
better things for you, and things that
accompany salvation, even though
we speak like this. 10 For God is
not unrighteous, so as to forget your
work and the labor of love which you
showed toward his name, in that you
served the saints, and still do serve
them. 11 We desire that each one
of you may show the same diligence
to the fullness of hope even to the
end, 12 that you won’t be sluggish,
but imitators of those who through
faith and perseverance inherited the
promises.

13 For when God made a promise
to Abraham, since he could swear by
no one greater, he swore by himself,
14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless
you, and multiplying I will multiply
you.”✡ 15 Thus, having patiently
endured, he obtained the promise.
16 For men indeed swear by a greater
one, and in every dispute of theirs the
oath is final for confirmation. 17 In
this way God, being determined to
show more abundantly to the heirs
of the promise the immutability of
his counsel, interposed with an oath,
18 that by two immutable things, in
which it is impossible for God to lie,
we may have a strong encourage-
ment, whohave fled for refuge to take
hold of the hope set before us. 19This
hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, a hope both sure and steadfast
and entering into thatwhich iswithin
the veil, 20 where as a forerunner

✡ 5:5 Psalm 2:7 ✡ 5:6 Psalm 110:4 ✡ 6:14 Genesis 22:17
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Jesus entered for us, having become a
high priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, king of

Salem, priest of God Most High, who
met Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings and blessed
him, 2 to whom also Abraham divided
a tenth part of all (being first, by in-
terpretation, “king of righteousness”,
and then also “king of Salem”, which
means “king of peace”, 3 without fa-
ther, without mother, without ge-
nealogy, having neither beginning of
days nor end of life, but made like the
Son of God), remains a priest contin-
ually.

4Now consider how great this man
was, to whom even Abraham the pa-
triarch gave a tenth out of the best
plunder. 5 They indeed of the sons
of Levi who receive the priest’s office
have a commandment to take tithes
from the people according to the
law, that is, of their brothers, though
these have come out of the body of
Abraham, 6but hewhose genealogy is
not counted from them has accepted
tithes from Abraham, and has blessed
himwhohas thepromises. 7Butwith-
out any dispute the lesser is blessed
by the greater. 8Here people who die
receive tithes, but there one receives
tithes of whom it is testified that he
lives. 9We can say that through Abra-
ham even Levi, who receives tithes,
has paid tithes, 10 for hewas yet in the
body of his father when Melchizedek
met him.

11 Now if perfection was through
the Levitical priesthood (for under it
the people have received the law),
what further need was there for an-
other priest to arise after the order
of Melchizedek, and not be called af-
ter the order of Aaron? 12 For the
priesthood being changed, there is
of necessity a change made also in
the law. 13 For he of whom these

things are said belongs to another
tribe, from which no one has offici-
ated at the altar. 14 For it is evident
that our Lord has sprung out of Judah,
about which tribe Moses spoke noth-
ing concerning priesthood. 15 This is
yet more abundantly evident, if af-
ter the likeness of Melchizedek there
arises another priest, 16who has been
made, not after the law of a fleshly
commandment, but after the power
of an endless life; 17 for it is testified,
“You are a priest forever,

according to the order of
Melchizedek.”✡

18 For there is an annulling of a
foregoing commandment because
of its weakness and uselessness
19 (for the law made nothing perfect),
and a bringing in of a better hope,
through which we draw near to God.
20 Inasmuch as hewas notmade priest
without the taking of an oath 21 (for
they indeed have been made priests
without an oath), but he with an oath
by him that says of him,
“The Lord swore and will not change

his mind,
‘You are a priest forever,
according to the order of

Melchizedek.’ ”✡
22By somuch, Jesus has become the

guarantee of a better covenant.
23 Many, indeed, have been

made priests, because they are
hindered from continuing by death.
24 But he, because he lives forever,
has his priesthood unchangeable.
25 Therefore he is also able to save to
the uttermost those who draw near
to God through him, seeing that he
lives forever to make intercession for
them.

26 For such a high priest was fitting
for us: holy, guiltless, undefiled, sep-
arated from sinners, andmade higher
than the heavens; 27 who doesn’t
need, like those high priests, to offer
up sacrifices daily, first for his own
sins, and then for the sins of the
people. For he did this once for all,

✡ 7:17 Psalm 110:4 ✡ 7:21 Psalm 110:4
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when he offered up himself. 28 For
the law appoints men as high priests
who have weakness, but the word of
the oath, which came after the law,
appoints a Son forever who has been
perfected.

8
1 Now in the things which we are

saying, the main point is this: we
have such a high priest, who sat down
on the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a ser-
vant of the sanctuary and of the true
tabernacle which the Lord pitched,
not man. 3 For every high priest
is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary
that this high priest also have some-
thing to offer. 4 For if he were on
earth, he would not be a priest at all,
seeing there are priests who offer the
gifts according to the law, 5who serve
a copy and shadow of the heavenly
things, even as Moses was warned
by God when he was about to make
the tabernacle, for he said, “See, you
shall make everything according to
the pattern that was shown to you on
the mountain.”✡ 6 But now he has
obtained a more excellent ministry,
by as much as he is also the mediator
of a better covenant, which on better
promises has been given as law.

7For if that first covenant had been
faultless, then no place would have
been sought for a second. 8 For find-
ing fault with them, he said,
“Behold,* the days are coming”, says

the Lord,
“that I will make a new covenant

with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah;

9not according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers

in the day that I took themby the
hand to lead them out of the
land of Egypt;

for they didn’t continue in my
covenant,

and I disregarded them,” says
the Lord.

10 “For this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel

after those days,” says the Lord:
“I will put my laws into their mind;

I will also write them on their
heart.

I will be their God,
and they will be my people.

11 They will not teach every man his
fellow citizen†

and every man his brother, say-
ing, ‘Know the Lord,’

for all will know me,
from their least to their greatest.

12 For I will be merciful to their un-
righteousness.

I will remember their sins and
lawless deeds no more.”✡

13 In that he says, “A new
covenant”, he has made the first
obsolete. But that which is becoming
obsolete and grows aged is near to
vanishing away.

9
1 Now indeed even the first*

covenant had ordinances of divine
service and an earthly sanctuary.
2 For a tabernacle was prepared. In
the first part were the lamp stand,
the table, and the show bread, which
is called the Holy Place. 3 After the
second veil was the tabernacle which
is called the Holy of Holies, 4 having
a golden altar of incense and the ark
of the covenant overlaid on all sides
with gold, in which was a golden
pot holding the manna, Aaron’s rod
that budded, and the tablets of the
covenant; 5 and above it cherubim of
glory overshadowing the mercy seat,
of which things we can’t speak now
in detail.

✡ 8:5 Exodus 25:40 * 8:8 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at.
It is often used as an interjection. † 8:11 TR reads “neighbor” instead of “fellow citizen” ✡ 8:12
Jeremiah 31:31-34 * 9:1 TR adds “tabernacle”
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6 Now these things having been

thus prepared, the priests go in con-
tinually into the first tabernacle, ac-
complishing the services, 7 but into
the second the highpriest alone, once
in the year, not without blood, which
he offers for himself and for the er-
rors of the people. 8The Holy Spirit is
indicating this, that the way into the
Holy Place wasn’t yet revealed while
the first tabernacle was still standing.
9 This is a symbol of the present age,
where gifts and sacrifices are offered
that are incapable, concerning the
conscience, of making the worshiper
perfect, 10 being only (with foods and
drinks and various washings) fleshly
ordinances, imposed until a time of
reformation.

11But Christ having come as a high
priest of the coming good things,
through the greater and more per-
fect tabernacle, notmadewith hands,
that is to say, not of this creation,
12 nor yet through the blood of goats
and calves, but through his own
blood, entered in once for all into
the Holy Place, having obtained eter-
nal redemption. 13 For if the blood
of goats and bulls, and the ashes of
a heifer sprinkling those who have
beendefiled, sanctify to the cleanness
of the flesh, 14 how much more will
the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself with-
out defect to God, cleanse your con-
science from dead works to serve the
living God? 15For this reason he is the
mediator of a new covenant, since a
death has occurred for the redemp-
tion of the transgressions that were
under the first covenant, that those
who have been calledmay receive the
promise of the eternal inheritance.
16 For where a last will and testament
is, there must of necessity be the
death of him who made it. 17 For a
will is in force where there has been
death, for it is never in force while
he who made it lives. 18 Therefore
even the first covenant has not been

dedicated without blood. 19 For when
every commandment had been spo-
ken by Moses to all the people ac-
cording to the law, he took the blood
of the calves and the goats, with wa-
ter and scarlet wool and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book itself and
all the people, 20 saying, “This is the
blood of the covenant which God has
commanded you.”✡

21 He sprinkled the tabernacle
and all the vessels of the ministry
in the same way with the blood.
22 According to the law, nearly
everything is cleansed with blood,
and apart from shedding of blood
there is no remission.

23 It was necessary therefore that
the copies of the things in the heav-
ens should be cleansed with these,
but the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these.
24 For Christ hasn’t entered into holy
places made with hands, which are
representations of the true, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us; 25 nor yet
that he should offer himself often,
as the high priest enters into the
holy place year by year with blood
not his own, 26 or else he must have
suffered often since the foundation of
the world. But now once at the end of
the ages, he has been revealed to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
27 Inasmuch as it is appointed formen
to die once, and after this, judgment,
28 so Christ also, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to dealwith
sin, but to save those who are eagerly
waiting for him.

10
1 For the law, having a shadow of

the good to come, not the very image
of the things, canneverwith the same
sacrifices year by year, which they
offer continually, make perfect those
who draw near. 2 Or else wouldn’t

✡ 9:20 Exodus 24:8
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they have ceased to be offered, be-
cause the worshipers, having been
once cleansed, would have had no
more consciousness of sins? 3 But
in those sacrifices there is a yearly
reminder of sins. 4 For it is impossi-
ble that the blood of bulls and goats
should take away sins. 5 Therefore
when he comes into the world, he
says,
“You didn’t desire sacrifice and offer-

ing,
but you prepared a body for me.

6You had no pleasure in whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices for
sin.

7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have
come (in the scroll of the book
it is written of me)

to do your will, O God.’ ”✡
8Previously saying, “Sacrifices and

offerings and whole burnt offerings
and sacrifices for sin you didn’t de-
sire, neither had pleasure in them”
(those which are offered according to
the law), 9 then he has said, “Behold, I
have come to do your will.” He takes
away the first, that he may establish
the second, 10 by which will we have
been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11 Every priest indeed stands day
by day serving and offering often the
same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins, 12 but he, when he had
offered one sacrifice for sins forever,
sat down on the right hand of God,
13 from that time waiting until his
enemies are made the footstool of
his feet. 14 For by one offering he
has perfected forever those who are
being sanctified. 15 The Holy Spirit
also testifies to us, for after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will

make with them
after those days,” says the Lord,

“I will put my laws on their heart,
I will also write them on their

mind;”✡
then he says,

17 “I will remember their sins and
their iniquities no more.”✡

18Now where remission of these is,
there is no more offering for sin.

19Having therefore, brothers, bold-
ness to enter into the holy place by
the blood of Jesus, 20by thewaywhich
he dedicated for us, a new and living
way, through the veil, that is to say,
his flesh, 21 and having a great priest
over God’s house, 22 let’s draw near
with a true heart in fullness of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience and having our body
washed with pure water, 23 let’s hold
fast the confession of our hope with-
out wavering; for he who promised is
faithful.

24 Let’s consider how to provoke
one another to love and good works,
25 not forsaking our own assembling
together, as the custom of some is,
but exhorting one another, and so
much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

26 For if we sin willfully after we
have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remains no more a sacri-
fice for sins, 27but a certain fearful ex-
pectation of judgment, and a fierce-
ness of fire which will devour the
adversaries. 28A man who disregards
Moses’ law dies without compassion
on thewordof twoor threewitnesses.
29 How much worse punishment do
you think he will be judged worthy
of who has trodden under foot the
Sonof God, andhas counted the blood
of the covenant with which he was
sanctified an unholy thing, and has
insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For
we know him who said, “Vengeance
belongs to me. I will repay,” says the
Lord.✡ Again, “The Lord will judge
his people.”✡ 31 It is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God.

32 But remember the former days,
in which, after you were enlight-
ened, you endured a great struggle

✡ 10:7 Psalm 40:6-8 ✡ 10:16 Jeremiah 31:33 ✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 31:34 ✡ 10:30 Deuteronomy
32:35 ✡ 10:30 Deuteronomy 32:36; Psalm 135:14
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with sufferings: 33 partly, being ex-
posed to both reproaches and oppres-
sions, and partly, becoming partak-
ers with those who were treated so.
34For you both had compassion onme
in my chains and joyfully accepted
the plundering of your possessions,
knowing that you have for yourselves
a better possession and an enduring
one in the heavens. 35Therefore don’t
throw away your boldness, which has
a great reward. 36 For you need en-
durance so that, having done the will
of God, you may receive the promise.
37 “In a very little while,

he who comeswill come andwill
not wait.

38 But the righteous one will live by
faith.

If he shrinks back, my soul has
no pleasure in him.”✡

39 But we are not of those who
shrink back to destruction, but of
those who have faith to the saving of
the soul.

11
1 Now faith is assurance of things

hoped for, proof of things not seen.
2 For by this, the elders obtained ap-
proval. 3 By faith we understand that
the universe has been framed by the
word of God, so that what is seen has
not been made out of things which
are visible.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a
more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he had testimony
given to him that he was righteous,
God testifying with respect to his
gifts; and through it he, being dead,
still speaks.

5 By faith Enoch was taken away,
so that he wouldn’t see death, and
he was not found, because God trans-
lated him. For he has had testimony
given to him that before his trans-
lation he had been well pleasing to
God. 6 Without faith it is impossible
to be well pleasing to him, for he who
comes to God must believe that he

exists, and that he is a rewarder of
those who seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned
about things not yet seen, moved
with godly fear,* prepared a ship
for the saving of his house, through
which he condemned the world and
became heir of the righteousness
which is according to faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was
called, obeyed to go out to the place
which he was to receive for an in-
heritance. He went out, not knowing
where he went. 9 By faith he lived
as an alien in the land of promise,
as in a land not his own, dwelling in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs
with him of the same promise. 10 For
he was looking for the city which
has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.

11 By faith even Sarah herself re-
ceived power to conceive, and she
bore a child when she was past age,
since she counted him faithful who
had promised. 12 Therefore as many
as the stars of the sky in multitude,
and as innumerable as the sandwhich
is by the sea shore, were fathered by
one man, and him as good as dead.

13 These all died in faith, not hav-
ing received the promises, but having
seen† them and embraced them from
afar, and having confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. 14 For those who say such
things make it clear that they are
seeking a country of their own. 15 If
indeed they had been thinking of that
country from which they went out,
they would have had enough time
to return. 16 But now they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed
of them, to be called their God, for he
has prepared a city for them.

17 By faith, Abraham, being tested,
offered up Isaac. Yes, he who had

✡ 10:38 Habakkuk 2:3-4 * 11:7 or, reverence † 11:13 TR adds “and being convinced of”
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gladly received the promises was of-
fering up his only born‡ son, 18 to
whom it was said, “Your offspring
will be accounted as from Isaac,” ✡
19 concluding that God is able to raise
up even from the dead. Figuratively
speaking, he also did receive himback
from the dead.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob
and Esau, even concerning things to
come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was
dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on
the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when his end
was near, mademention of the depar-
ture of the children of Israel, and gave
instructions concerning his bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was
born, was hidden for threemonths by
his parents, because they saw that he
was a beautiful child; and they were
not afraid of the king’s command-
ment.

24 By faith Moses, when he had
grown up, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing
rather to share ill treatment with
God’s people than to enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a time, 26 considering
the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures of Egypt; for he
looked to the reward. 27 By faith he
left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of
the king; for he endured, as seeing
him who is invisible. 28 By faith he
kept the Passover and the sprinkling
of the blood, that the destroyer of the
firstborn should not touch them.

29By faith they passed through the
Red Sea as on dry land. When the
Egyptians tried to do so, they were
swallowed up.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down after they had been encircled
for seven days.

31 By faith Rahab the prostitute
didn’t perish with those who were
disobedient, having received the
spies in peace.

32 What more shall I say? For
the time would fail me if I told of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
David, Samuel, and the prophets
— 33 who through faith subdued
kingdoms, worked out righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions,✡ 34 quenched the
power of fire,✡ escaped the edge of
the sword,✡ from weakness were
made strong, grew mighty in war,
and caused foreign armies to flee.
35 Women received their dead by
resurrection.✡ Others were tortured,
not accepting their deliverance, that
they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion. 36Others were tried by mocking
and scourging, yes, moreover by
bonds and imprisonment. 37 They
were stoned.✡ Theywere sawn apart.
They were tempted. They were slain
with the sword.✡ They went around
in sheep skins and in goat skins; being
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated— 38 of
whom the world was not worthy—
wandering in deserts, mountains,
caves, and the holes of the earth.

39 These all, having been com-
mended for their faith, didn’t receive
the promise, 40 God having provided
some better thing concerning us, so
that apart from us they should not be
made perfect.

12
1Therefore let’s also, seeing we are

surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, lay aside every weight and
the sin which so easily entangles us,
and let’s run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, 2 looking
to Jesus, the author and perfecter of

‡ 11:17 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated
“only begotten” or “one and only”. ✡ 11:18 Genesis 21:12 ✡ 11:33 Daniel 6:22-23 ✡ 11:34
Daniel 3:1-30 ✡ 11:34 1 Kings 19:1-3; 2 Kings 6:31–7:20 ✡ 11:35 1 Kings 17:17-23; 2 Kings 4:32-37
✡ 11:37 2 Chronicles 24:20-21 ✡ 11:37 Jeremiah 26:20-23; 1 Kings 19:10
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faith, who for the joy that was set be-
fore him endured the cross, despising
its shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.

3 For consider him who has en-
dured such contradiction of sinners
against himself, that you don’t grow
weary, fainting in your souls. 4 You
have not yet resisted to blood, striv-
ing against sin. 5 You have forgotten
the exhortation which reasons with
you as with children,
“My son, don’t take lightly the chas-

tening of the Lord,
nor faint when you are reproved

by him;
6 for whom the Lord loves, he

disciplines,
and chastises every son whom

he receives.”✡
7 It is for discipline that you en-

dure. God deals with you as with
children, for what son is there whom
his father doesn’t discipline? 8 But if
you are without discipline, of which
all have been made partakers, then
you are illegitimate, and not children.
9 Furthermore, we had the fathers of
our flesh to chasten us, and we paid
them respect. Shall we not much
rather be in subjection to the Father
of spirits and live? 10 For they in-
deed for a few days disciplined us
as seemed good to them, but he for
our profit, that we may be partak-
ers of his holiness. 11 All chastening
seems for the present to be not joyous
but grievous; yet afterward it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it.
12 Therefore lift up the hands that
hang down and the feeble knees, ✡
13 and make straight paths for your
feet,✡ so what is lame may not be
dislocated, but rather be healed.

14 Follow after peace with all men,
and the sanctification without which
no man will see the Lord, 15 looking

carefully lest there be any man who
falls short of the grace of God, lest
any root of bitterness springing up
trouble you andmany be defiled by it,
16 lest there be any sexually immoral
person or profane person, like Esau,
who sold his birthright for one meal.
17 For you know that even when he
afterward desired to inherit the bless-
ing, he was rejected, for he found no
place for a change of mind though he
sought it diligently with tears.

18 For you have not come to a
mountain that might be touched and
that burned with fire, and to black-
ness, darkness, storm, 19 the sound
of a trumpet, and the voice of words;
which those who heard it begged that
not one more word should be spoken
to them, 20 for they could not stand
that which was commanded, “If even
an animal touches the mountain, it
shall be stoned”.*✡ 21 So fearful was
the appearance thatMoses said, “I am
terrified and trembling.”✡

22But youhave come toMount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumer-
able multitudes of angels, 23 to the
festal gathering and assembly of the
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of
just menmade perfect, 24 to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant,✡ and to
the blood of sprinkling that speaks
better than that of Abel.

25 See that you don’t refuse him
who speaks. For if they didn’t es-
cape when they refused him who
warned on the earth, howmuchmore
will we not escape who turn away
from him who warns from heaven,
26 whose voice shook the earth then,
but now he has promised, saying,
“Yet once more I will shake not only
the earth, but also the heavens.”✡
27 This phrase, “Yet once more” sig-
nifies the removing of those things

✡ 12:6 Proverbs 3:11-12 ✡ 12:12 Isaiah 35:3 ✡ 12:13 Proverbs 4:26 * 12:20 TR adds “or
shot with an arrow” ✡ 12:20 Exodus 19:12-13 ✡ 12:21 Deuteronomy 9:19 ✡ 12:24 Jeremiah
31:31 ✡ 12:26 Haggai 2:6
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that are shaken, as of things that
have been made, that those things
which are not shaken may remain.
28 Therefore, receiving a Kingdom
that can’t be shaken, let’s have grace,
through which we serve God accept-
ably, with reverence and awe, 29 for
our God is a consuming fire.✡

13
1 Let brotherly love continue.

2 Don’t forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for in doing so, some have
entertained angels without knowing
it. 3 Remember those who are in
bonds, as boundwith them, and those
who are ill-treated, since you are also
in the body. 4 Let marriage be held
in honor among all, and let the bed
be undefiled; but God will judge the
sexually immoral and adulterers.

5 Be free from the love of money,
content with such things as you have,
for he has said, “I will in no way leave
you, neither will I in any way forsake
you.”✡ 6 So that with good courage
we say,
“The Lord is my helper. I will not fear.

What can man do to me?”✡
7Remember your leaders,menwho

spoke to you the word of God, and
considering the results of their con-
duct, imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. 9 Don’t be carried away by
various and strange teachings, for it
is good that the heart be established
by grace, not by foods, throughwhich
those who were so occupied were not
benefited.

10 We have an altar from which
those who serve the holy tabernacle
have no right to eat. 11 For the bod-
ies of those animals, whose blood is
brought into the holy place by the
high priest as an offering for sin,
are burned outside of the camp.✡
12 Therefore Jesus also, that he might
sanctify the people through his own

blood, suffered outside of the gate.
13 Let’s therefore go out to him out-
side of the camp, bearing his re-
proach. 14 For we don’t have here an
enduring city, but we seek that which
is to come. 15 Through him, then,
let’s offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God ✡ continually, that is, the fruit
of lips which proclaim allegiance to
his name. 16 But don’t forget to be
doing good and sharing, for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased.

17 Obey your leaders and submit
to them, for they watch on behalf
of your souls, as those who will give
account, that they may do this with
joy and not with groaning, for that
would be unprofitable for you.

18Pray for us, for we are persuaded
that we have a good conscience, de-
siring to live honorably in all things.
19 I strongly urge you to do this, that I
may be restored to you sooner.

20 Now may the God of peace, who
brought again from the dead the
great shepherd of the sheep with the
blood of an eternal covenant, our
Lord Jesus, 21 make you complete in
every good work to do his will, work-
ing in you that which is well pleasing
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

22 But I exhort you, brothers, en-
dure the word of exhortation, for I
have written to you in few words.
23Know that our brother Timothy has
been freed, with whom, if he comes
shortly, I will see you.

24 Greet all of your leaders and all
the saints. The Italians greet you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.

✡ 12:29 Deuteronomy 4:24 ✡ 13:5 Deuteronomy 31:6 ✡ 13:6 Psalm 118:6-7 ✡ 13:11 Leviticus
16:27 ✡ 13:15 Psalm 50:23
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servant of God and of

the Lord Jesus Christ,* to the twelve
tribes which are in the Dispersion:
Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers,†
when you fall into various tempta-
tions, 3 knowing that the testing of
your faith produces endurance. 4 Let
endurance have its perfect work, that
you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.

5 But if any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to all
liberally and without reproach, and it
will be given to him. 6But let him ask
in faith, without any doubting, for he
who doubts is like a wave of the sea,
driven by the wind and tossed. 7 For
that man shouldn’t think that he will
receive anything from the Lord. 8He
is a double-minded man, unstable in
all his ways.

9 Let the brother in humble cir-
cumstances glory in his highposition;
10 and the rich, in that he is made
humble, because like the flower in the
grass, he will pass away. 11For the sun
arises with the scorching wind and
withers the grass; and the flower in it
falls, and the beauty of its appearance
perishes. So the rich man will also
fade away in his pursuits.

12 Blessed is a person who endures
temptation, for when he has been
approved, hewill receive the crownof
life which the Lord promised to those
who love him.

13 Let no man say when he is
tempted, “I am tempted by God,” for
God can’t be tempted by evil, and he
himself tempts no one. 14 But each
one is tempted when he is drawn
away by his own lust and enticed.
15 Then the lust, when it has con-
ceived, bears sin. The sin, when it is

full grown, produces death. 16 Don’t
be deceived, my beloved brothers.
17 Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom can
be no variation nor turning shadow.
18 Of his own will he gave birth to us
by the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of first fruits of his crea-
tures.

19 So, then, my beloved brothers,
let every man be swift to hear, slow
to speak, and slow to anger; 20 for
the anger of man doesn’t produce the
righteousness of God. 21 Therefore,
putting away all filthiness and over-
flowing of wickedness, receive with
humility the implanted word, which
is able to save your souls.‡

22 But be doers of the word, and
not only hearers, deluding your own
selves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like
a man looking at his natural face in
a mirror; 24 for he sees himself, and
goes away, and immediately forgets
what kind of man he was. 25 But
he who looks into the perfect law of
freedom and continues, not being a
hearer who forgets but a doer of the
work, thismanwill be blessed inwhat
he does.

26 If anyone among you thinks him-
self to be religious while he doesn’t
bridle his tongue, but deceives his
heart, this man’s religion is worth-
less. 27 Pure religion and undefiled
before our God and Father is this:
to visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained by the world.

2
1 My brothers, don’t hold the faith

of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with
partiality. 2 For if a man with a gold
ring, in fine clothing, comes into your
synagogue,* and a poor man in filthy

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows
may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:21 or, preserve your life.
* 2:2 or, meeting
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clothing also comes in, 3 and you pay
special attention to him who wears
the fine clothing and say, “Sit here in
a good place;” and you tell the poor
man, “Stand there,” or “Sit by my
footstool” 4 haven’t you shown par-
tiality among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen,
my beloved brothers. Didn’t God
choose those who are poor in this
world to be rich in faith and heirs
of the Kingdom which he promised
to those who love him? 6 But you
have dishonored the poor man. Don’t
the rich oppress you and personally
drag you before the courts? 7 Don’t
they blaspheme the honorable name
by which you are called?

8 However, if you fulfill the royal
law according to the Scripture, “You
shall love your neighbor as your-
self,”✡ you do well. 9 But if you show
partiality, you commit sin, being con-
victed by the law as transgressors.
10 For whoever keeps the whole law,
and yet stumbles in one point, he has
become guilty of all. 11 For he who
said, “Do not commit adultery,”✡ also
said, “Do not commitmurder.”✡ Now
if you do not commit adultery but
do murder, you have become a trans-
gressor of the law. 12 So speak and so
do as men who are to be judged by
the law of freedom. 13For judgment is
withoutmercy to himwho has shown
no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judg-
ment.

14 What good is it, my brothers, if
a man says he has faith, but has no
works? Can faith save him? 15And if a
brother or sister is naked and in lack
of daily food, 16 and one of you tells
them, “Go in peace. Be warmed and
filled;” yet you didn’t give them the
things the body needs, what good is
it? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works,
is dead in itself. 18Yes, a man will say,
“You have faith, and I have works.”

Show me your faith without works,
and I will show you my faith by my
works.

19 You believe that God is one. You
do well. The demons also believe—
and shudder. 20 But do you want to
know, vain man, that faith apart from
works is dead? 21 Wasn’t Abraham
our father justified by works, in that
he offered up Isaac his son on the
altar? 22 You see that faith worked
with his works, and by works faith
was perfected. 23 So the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to
him as righteousness,”✡ and he was
called the friend of God. 24 You see
then that by works a man is justified,
and not only by faith. 25 In the same
way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute also
justified by works when she received
the messengers and sent them out
another way? 26 For as the body apart
from the spirit is dead, even so faith
apart from works is dead.

3
1 Let not many of you be teachers,

my brothers, knowing that we will
receive heavier judgment. 2For we all
stumble in many things. Anyone who
doesn’t stumble in word is a perfect
person, able to bridle the whole body
also. 3 Indeed, we put bits into the
horses’mouths so that theymay obey
us, and we guide their whole body.
4Behold,* the ships also, though they
are so big and are driven by fierce
winds, are yet guided by a very small
rudder, wherever the pilot desires.
5So the tongue is also a littlemember,
and boasts great things. See how a
small fire can spread to a large forest!
6 And the tongue is a fire. The world
of iniquity among ourmembers is the
tongue, which defiles the whole body,
and sets on fire the course of nature,
and is set on fire by Gehenna.† 7 For

✡ 2:8 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 2:11 Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy5:18 ✡ 2:11 Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy
5:17 ✡ 2:23 Genesis 15:6 * 3:4 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see,
or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 3:6 or, Hell
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every kind of animal, bird, creeping
thing, and sea creature is tamed, and
has been tamed by mankind; 8 but
nobody can tame the tongue. It is
a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9With it we bless our God and Father,
and with it we curse men who are
made in the image of God. 10 Out of
the same mouth comes blessing and
cursing. My brothers, these things
ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring
send out from the same opening fresh
and bitter water? 12Can a fig tree, my
brothers, yield olives, or a vine figs?
Thus no spring yields both salt water
and fresh water.

13 Who is wise and understanding
among you? Let him show by his
good conduct that his deeds are done
in gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if
you have bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition in your heart, don’t boast
and don’t lie against the truth. 15This
wisdom is not thatwhich comes down
from above, but is earthly, sensual,
and demonic. 16 For where jeal-
ousy and selfish ambition are, there
is confusion and every evil deed.
17 But the wisdom that is from above
is first pure, then peaceful, gentle,
reasonable, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality, andwithout
hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righ-
teousness is sown in peace by those
who make peace.

4
1 Where do wars and fightings

among you come from? Don’t they
come from your pleasures that war
in your members? 2 You lust, and
don’t have. You murder and covet,
and can’t obtain. You fight and make
war. You don’t have, because you
don’t ask. 3 You ask, and don’t re-
ceive, because you ask with wrong
motives, so that you may spend it
on your pleasures. 4 You adulterers
and adulteresses, don’t you know that

friendship with the world is hostil-
ity toward God? Whoever therefore
wants to be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or
do you think that the Scripture says
in vain, “The Spirit who lives in us
yearns jealously”? 6 But he gives
more grace. Therefore it says, “God
resists the proud, but gives grace to
the humble.”✡ 7 Be subject therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. 8 Draw near to God,
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners. Purify your
hearts, youdouble-minded. 9Lament,
mourn, and weep. Let your laughter
be turned to mourning and your joy
to gloom. 10Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and he will exalt
you.

11Don’t speak against one another,
brothers. He who speaks against
a brother and judges his brother,
speaks against the law and judges the
law. But if you judge the law, you
are not a doer of the law but a judge.
12Only one is the lawgiver, who is able
to save and to destroy. But who are
you to judge another?

13 Come now, you who say, “Today
or tomorrow let’s go into this city and
spend a year there, trade, and make a
profit.” 14 Yet you don’t know what
your life will be like tomorrow. For
what is your life? For you are a vapor
that appears for a little time and then
vanishes away. 15 For you ought to
say, “If the Lord wills, we will both
live, and do this or that.” 16 But now
you glory in your boasting. All such
boasting is evil. 17 To him therefore
who knows to do good and doesn’t do
it, to him it is sin.

5
1 Come now, you rich, weep and

howl for your miseries that are com-
ing on you. 2 Your riches are cor-
rupted and your garments are moth-
eaten. 3 Your gold and your silver

✡ 4:6 Proverbs 3:34
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are corroded, and their corrosion will
be for a testimony against you and
will eat your flesh like fire. You have
laid up your treasure in the last days.
4 Behold, the wages of the laborers
who mowed your fields, which you
have kept back by fraud, cry out; and
the cries of those who reaped have
entered into the ears of the Lord of
Armies.* 5 You have lived in luxury
on the earth, and takenyour pleasure.
You have nourished your hearts as
in a day of slaughter. 6 You have
condemned and you have murdered
the righteous one. He doesn’t resist
you.

7 Be patient therefore, brothers,
until the coming of the Lord. Behold,
the farmerwaits for the precious fruit
of the earth, being patient over it,
until it receives the early and late
rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is at hand.

9 Don’t grumble, brothers, against
one another, so that you won’t be
judged. Behold, the judge stands at
the door. 10 Take, brothers, for an
example of suffering and of perse-
verance, the prophets who spoke in
the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we
call them blessed who endured. You
have heard of the perseverance of
Job and have seen the Lord in the
outcome, and how the Lord is full of
compassion and mercy.

12 But above all things, my broth-
ers, don’t swear— not by heaven, or
by the earth, or by any other oath;
but let your “yes” be “yes”, and your
“no”, “no”, so that you don’t fall into
hypocrisy.†

13 Is any among you suffering? Let
him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him
sing praises. 14 Is any among you
sick? Let him call for the elders of
the assembly, and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer
of faith will heal him who is sick, and

the Lord will raise him up. If he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven.
16 Confess your sins to one another
and pray for one another, that you
may be healed. The insistent prayer
of a righteous person is powerfully
effective. 17 Elijah was a man with
a nature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it might not rain, and
it didn’t rain on the earth for three
years and six months. 18 He prayed
again, and the sky gave rain, and the
earth produced its fruit.

19Brothers, if any among you wan-
ders from the truth and someone
turns him back, 20 let him know that
he who turns a sinner from the error
of his way will save a soul from death
and will cover a multitude of sins.

* 5:4 Greek: Sabaoth (for Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) † 5:12 TR reads “under judgment” instead of “into
hypocrisy”
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,*

to the chosen ones who are living as
foreigners in the Dispersion in Pon-
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia, 2 according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father, in sanc-
tification of the Spirit, that you may
obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled
with his blood: Grace to you and
peace be multiplied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according
to his great mercy caused us to be
born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4 to an incorruptible and
undefiled inheritance that doesn’t
fade away, reserved in Heaven for
you, 5 who by the power of God are
guarded through faith for a salva-
tion ready to be revealed in the last
time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while, if need
be, you have been grieved in various
trials, 7 that the proof of your faith,
which ismore precious than gold that
perishes, even though it is tested by
fire, may be found to result in praise,
glory, and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ — 8 whom, not having
known, you love. In him, though now
you don’t see him, yet believing, you
rejoice greatly with joy that is un-
speakable and full of glory, 9 receiving
the result of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.

10 Concerning this salvation, the
prophets sought and searched dili-
gently. They prophesied of the grace
that would come to you, 11 searching
for who or what kind of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them
pointed to when he predicted the
sufferings of Christ and the glories
that would follow them. 12 To them

it was revealed that they served not
themselves, but you, in these things,
which now have been announced to
you through those who preached the
Good News to you by the Holy Spirit
sent out from heaven; which things
angels desire to look into.

13 Therefore prepare your minds
for action.† Be sober, and set your
hope fully on the grace that will be
brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ— 14 as children of obedi-
ence, not conforming yourselves ac-
cording to your former lusts as in
your ignorance, 15 but just as he who
called you is holy, you yourselves
also be holy in all of your behavior,
16 because it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.”✡

17 If you call on him as Father, who
without respect of persons judges
according to each man’s work, pass
the time of your living as foreign-
ers here in reverent fear, 18 knowing
that you were redeemed, not with
corruptible things like silver or gold,
from the useless way of life handed
down from your fathers, 19 but with
precious blood, as of a lamb without
blemish or spot, the blood of Christ,
20 who was foreknown indeed before
the foundation of the world, but was
revealed in this last age for your sake,
21 who through him are believers in
God, who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that your faith
and hope might be in God.

22 Seeing you have purified your
souls in your obedience to the truth
through the Spirit in sincere broth-
erly affection, love one another from
the heart fervently, 23 having been
born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, through the
word of God, which lives and remains
forever. 24 For,
“All flesh is like grass,

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:13 literally, “gird up the waist of your mind” or “put on
the belt of the waist of your mind” ✡ 1:16 Leviticus 11:44-45
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and all of man’s glory like the

flower in the grass.
The grass withers, and its flower falls;

25 but the Lord’s word endures
forever.”✡

This is the word of Good News
which was preached to you.

2
1 Putting away therefore all

wickedness, all deceit, hypocrisies,
envies, and all evil speaking, 2 as
newborn babies, long for the pure
spiritual milk, that with it you may
grow, 3 if indeed you have tasted that
the Lord is gracious. 4 Come to him,
a living stone, rejected indeed by
men, but chosen by God, precious.
5 You also as living stones are built
up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. 6 Because it is contained
in Scripture,
“Behold,* I lay in Zion a chief corner-

stone, chosen and precious.
He who believes in him will not

be disappointed.”✡
7 For you who believe therefore is

the honor, but for those who are dis-
obedient,
“The stone which the builders re-

jected
has become the chief corner-

stone,”✡
8 and,

“a stumbling stone and a rock of of-
fense.”✡

For they stumble at theword, being
disobedient, to which also they were
appointed. 9 But you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, a people for God’s own pos-
session, that you may proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.
10 In the past, you were not a people,
but now are God’s people, who had

not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy.

11 Beloved, I beg you as foreigners
and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly
lusts which war against the soul,
12 having good behavior among the
nations, so in that of which they
speak against you as evildoers, they
may see your good works and glorify
God in the day of visitation.

13 Therefore subject yourselves
to every ordinance of man for the
Lord’s sake: whether to the king, as
supreme, 14 or to governors, as sent
by him for vengeance on evildoers
and for praise to those who do well.
15 For this is the will of God, that by
well-doing you should put to silence
the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Live
as free people, yet not using your
freedom for a cloak of wickedness,
but as bondservants of God.

17Honor all men. Love the brother-
hood. Fear God. Honor the king.

18Servants, be in subjection to your
masters with all respect, not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the
wicked. 19 For it is commendable
if someone endures pain, suffering
unjustly, because of conscience to-
ward God. 20 For what glory is it if,
when you sin, you patiently endure
beating? But if when you do well,
you patiently endure suffering, this is
commendable with God. 21 For you
were called to this, because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving you† an
example, that you should follow his
steps, 22 who didn’t sin, “neither was
deceit found in hismouth.”✡ 23When
he was cursed, he didn’t curse back.
When he suffered, he didn’t threaten,
but committed himself to him who
judges righteously. 24He himself bore
our sins in his body on the tree, that
we, having died to sins, might live
to righteousness. You were healed

✡ 1:25 Isaiah 40:6-8 * 2:6 “Behold”, from ”הִנֵּ͏ה“ or “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see,
or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ✡ 2:6 Isaiah 28:16 ✡ 2:7 Psalm 118:22 ✡ 2:8
Isaiah 8:14 † 2:21 TR reads “us” instead of “you” ✡ 2:22 Isaiah 53:9 ‡ 2:24 or, stripes
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by his wounds.‡ 25 For you were
going astray like sheep; but now you
have returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer§ of your souls.

3
1 In the same way, wives, be in

subjection to your own husbands, so
that, even if any don’t obey theWord,
they may be won by the behavior of
their wives without a word, 2 seeing
your pure behavior in fear. 3 Let your
beauty come not from the outward
adorning of braiding your hair, and of
wearing gold ornaments or of putting
on fine clothing, 4 but from the hid-
den person of the heart, in the incor-
ruptible adornment of a gentle and
quiet spirit, which is very precious in
God’s sight. 5 For this is how in the
past the holy women who hoped in
God also adorned themselves, being
in subjection to their own husbands.
6 So Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling
him lord, whose children you now are
if you do well and are not put in fear
by any terror.

7 You husbands, in the same way,
live with your wives according to
knowledge, giving honor to the
woman as to the weaker vessel, as
also being joint heirs of the grace of
life, that your prayers may not be
hindered.

8 Finally, all of you be like-minded,
compassionate, loving as brothers,
tenderhearted, courteous, 9 not ren-
dering evil for evil or insult for insult;
but instead blessing, knowing that
you were called to this, that you may
inherit a blessing. 10 For,
“He who would love life

and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking de-
ceit.

11 Let him turn away from evil and do
good.

Let him seek peace andpursue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous,

andhis ears open to their prayer;
but the face of the Lord is against

those who do evil.”✡
13Nowwhowill harmyou if you be-

come imitators of that which is good?
14 But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you are blessed.
“Don’t fear what they fear, neither
be troubled.”✡ 15 But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts. Always be
ready to give an answer to everyone
who asks you a reason concerning the
hope that is in you, with humility
and fear, 16having a good conscience.
Thus, while you are spoken against as
evildoers, they may be disappointed
who curse your good way of life in
Christ. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s
will, that you suffer for doing what is
right than for doing evil. 18 Because
Christ also suffered for sins once, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that
he might bring you to God, being put
to death in the flesh, but made alive
in the Spirit, 19 in whom he also went
and preached to the spirits in prison,
20who before were disobedient when
God waited patiently in the days of
Noah while the ship was being built.
In it, few, that is, eight souls, were
saved through water. 21 This is a
symbol of baptism, which now saves
you—not the putting away of the filth
of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God—through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who is
at the right hand of God, having gone
into heaven, angels and authorities
and powers being made subject to
him.

4
1 Therefore, since Christ suffered

for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
also with the same mind; for he who
has suffered in the flesh has ceased
from sin, 2 that you no longer should

§ 2:25 “Overseer” is from the Greek ἐπίσκοπον, which can mean overseer, curator, guardian, or
superintendent. ✡ 3:12 Psalm 34:12-16 ✡ 3:14 Isaiah 8:12
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live the rest of your time in the flesh
for the lusts of men, but for the will
of God. 3 For we have spent enough
of our past time doing the desire
of the Gentiles, and having walked
in lewdness, lusts, drunken binges,
orgies, carousings, and abominable
idolatries. 4 They think it is strange
that you don’t run with them into the
same excess of riot, speaking evil of
you. 5 They will give account to him
who is ready to judge the living and
the dead. 6 For to this end the Good
News was preached even to the dead,
that they might be judged indeed as
men in the flesh, but live as to God in
the spirit.

7 But the end of all things is near.
Therefore be of sound mind, self-
controlled, and sober in prayer. 8And
above all things be earnest in your
love among yourselves, for love cov-
ers amultitude of sins. 9Behospitable
to one another without grumbling.
10As each has received a gift, employ
it in serving one another, as good
managers of the grace of God in its
various forms. 11 If anyone speaks,
let it be as it were the very words of
God. If anyone serves, let it be as
of the strength which God supplies,
that in all things Godmay be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whombelong
the glory and the dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

12 Beloved, don’t be astonished at
the fiery trial which has come upon
you to test you, as though a strange
thing happened to you. 13 But be-
cause you are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings, rejoice, that at the revela-
tion of his glory you also may rejoice
with exceeding joy. 14 If you are in-
sulted for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory
and of God rests on you. On their part
he is blasphemed, but on your part
he is glorified. 15 But let none of you
suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an
evil doer, or a meddler in other men’s

matters. 16 But if one of you suffers
for being a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God in
this matter. 17 For the time has come
for judgment to beginwith thehouse-
hold of God. If it begins first with us,
what will happen to those who don’t
obey the Good News of God? 18 “If it
is hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will happen to the ungodly and
the sinner?”✡ 19 Therefore let them
also who suffer according to the will
of God in doing good entrust their
souls to him, as to a faithful Creator.

5
1 Therefore I exhort the elders

among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and who will also share in the glory
that will be revealed: 2 shepherd the
flock of God which is among you,
exercising the oversight, not under
compulsion, but voluntarily; not for
dishonest gain, but willingly; 3 not as
lording it over those entrusted to you,
but making yourselves examples to
the flock. 4When the chief Shepherd
is revealed, youwill receive the crown
of glory that doesn’t fade away.

5 Likewise, you younger ones, be
subject to the elder. Yes, all of
you clothe yourselves with humility
and subject yourselves to one an-
other; for “God resists the proud,
but gives grace to the humble.”✡
6 Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may
exalt you in due time, 7 casting all
yourworries onhim, becausehe cares
for you.

8 Be sober and self-controlled.
Be watchful. Your adversary, the
devil, walks around like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour.
9 Withstand him steadfast in your
faith, knowing that your brothers
who are in the world are undergoing
the same sufferings. 10 But may the
God of all grace, who called you to

✡ 4:18 Proverbs 11:31 ✡ 5:5 Proverbs 3:34
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his eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after you have suffered a little while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and
settle you. 11 To him be the glory and
the power forever and ever. Amen.

12 Through Silvanus, our faithful
brother, as I consider him, I have
written to you briefly, exhorting and
testifying that this is the true grace of
God in which you stand. 13 She who
is in Babylon, chosen together with
you, greets you. So does Mark, my
son. 14 Greet one another with a kiss
of love.

Peace be to all of you who are in
Christ Jesus. Amen.
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apos-

tle of Jesus Christ,* to those who have
obtained a like precious faith with
us in the righteousness of our God
and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace to
you and peace be multiplied in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord, 3 seeing that his divine power
has granted to us all things that per-
tain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us by
his own glory and virtue, 4 by which
he has granted to us his precious
and exceedingly great promises; that
through these you may become par-
takers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is
in the world by lust. 5 Yes, and for
this very cause adding onyour part all
diligence, in your faith supply moral
excellence; and in moral excellence,
knowledge; 6 and in knowledge, self-
control; and in self-control, perse-
verance; and in perseverance, god-
liness; 7 and in godliness, brotherly
affection; and in brotherly affection,
love. 8 For if these things are yours
and abound, they make you to not
be idle or unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he
who lacks these things is blind, see-
ing only what is near, having forgot-
ten the cleansing from his old sins.
10 Therefore, brothers,† be more dili-
gent to make your calling and elec-
tion sure. For if you do these things,
you will never stumble. 11 For thus
you will be richly supplied with the
entrance into the eternal Kingdom of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

12 Therefore I will not be negligent
to remind you of these things, though
you know them and are established in
the present truth. 13 I think it right,

as long as I am in this tent, to stir
you up by reminding you, 14 knowing
that the putting off of my tent comes
swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ
made clear to me. 15 Yes, I will make
every effort that you may always be
able to remember these things even
after my departure.

16 For we didn’t follow cunningly
devised fables when we made known
to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye-
witnesses of his majesty. 17 For he
received from God the Father honor
and glory when the voice came to
him from the Majestic Glory, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”✡ 18 We heard this voice
come out of heaven when we were
with him on the holy mountain.

19 We have the more sure word
of prophecy; and you do well that
you heed it as to a lamp shining in
a dark place, until the day dawns
and the morning star arises in your
hearts, 20 knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is of private
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy
ever came by thewill ofman, but holy
men of God spoke, being moved by
the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But false prophets also arose

among the people, as false teachers
will also be among you, who will se-
cretly bring in destructive heresies,
denying even the Master who bought
them, bringing on themselves swift
destruction. 2 Many will follow their
immoral* ways, and as a result, the
way of the truthwill bemaligned. 3 In
covetousness they will exploit you
with deceptive words: whose sen-
tence now from of old doesn’t linger,
and their destruction will not slum-
ber.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 The word for “brothers” here and where context
allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:17 Matthew 17:5;
Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35 * 2:2 TR reads “destructive” instead of “immoral”
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4 For if God didn’t spare angels

when they sinned, but cast them
down to Tartarus,† and commit-
ted them to pits of darkness to
be reserved for judgment; 5 and
didn’t spare the ancient world, but
preserved Noah with seven others,
a preacher of righteousness, when
he brought a flood on the world
of the ungodly, 6 and turning the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into
ashes, condemned them to destruc-
tion, having made them an exam-
ple to those who would live in an
ungodly way, 7 and delivered righ-
teous Lot, who was very distressed
by the lustful life of the wicked 8 (for
that righteous man dwelling among
them was tormented in his righteous
soul from day to day with seeing and
hearing lawless deeds), 9 then the
Lord knows how to deliver the godly
out of temptation and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment for
the day of judgment, 10 but chiefly
those who walk after the flesh in the
lust of defilement and despise au-
thority. Daring, self-willed, they are
not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,
11 whereas angels, though greater in
might and power, don’t bring a slan-
derous judgment against them before
the Lord. 12 But these, as unreason-
ing creatures, born natural animals
to be taken and destroyed, speak-
ing evil in matters about which they
are ignorant, will in their destroy-
ing surely be destroyed, 13 receiving
the wages of unrighteousness; people
who count it pleasure to revel in the
daytime, spots and defects, reveling
in their deceit while they feast with
you; 14 having eyes full of adultery,
and who can’t cease from sin, entic-
ing unsettled souls, having a heart
trained in greed, accursed children!
15 Forsaking the right way, they went
astray, having followed the way of
Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the
wages of wrongdoing; 16 but he was

rebuked for his own disobedience. A
speechless donkey spokewith aman’s
voice and stopped themadness of the
prophet.

17 These are wells without water,
clouds driven by a storm, for whom
the blackness of darkness has been
reserved forever. 18 For, uttering
great swelling words of emptiness,
they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by
licentiousness, those who are indeed
escaping from those who live in er-
ror; 19 promising them liberty, while
they themselves are bondservants of
corruption; for a man is brought into
bondage by whoever overcomes him.

20 For if, after they have escaped
the defilement of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
in it and overcome, the last state
has become worse for them than the
first. 21 For it would be better for
them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than after knowing it,
to turn back from the holy command-
ment delivered to them. 22 But it
has happened to them according to
the true proverb, “The dog turns to
his own vomit again,”✡ and “the sow
that has washed to wallowing in the
mire.”

3
1 This is now, beloved, the sec-

ond letter that I have written to
you; and in both of them I stir
up your sincere mind by reminding
you 2 that you should remember the
words which were spoken before by
the holy prophets and the command-
ment of us, the apostles of the Lord
and Savior, 3 knowing this first, that
in the last days mockers will come,
walking after their own lusts 4 and
saying, “Where is the promise of his
coming? For, from the day that the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue
as they were from the beginning of
the creation.” 5 For they willfully
forget that there were heavens from

† 2:4 Tartarus is another name for Hell ✡ 2:22 Proverbs 26:11
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of old, and an earth formed out of
water and amid water by the word of
God, 6 by which means the world that
existed then, being overflowed with
water, perished. 7 But the heavens
that exist now and the earth, by the
same word have been stored up for
fire, being reserved against the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly
men.

8 But don’t forget this one thing,
beloved, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day. 9 The Lord is not
slow concerning his promise, as some
count slowness; but he is patient with
us, not wishing that anyone should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance. 10 But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night,
in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements
will be dissolved with fervent heat;
and the earth and the works that are
in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore,
since all these things will be de-
stroyed like this, what kind of people
ought you to be in holy living and
godliness, 12 looking for and earnestly
desiring the coming of the day of God,
which will cause the burning heav-
ens to be dissolved, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat? 13 But,
according to his promise, we look
for new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, seeing that
you look for these things, be diligent
to be found in peace, without defect
and blameless in his sight. 15 Regard
the patience of our Lord as salva-
tion; even as our beloved brother Paul
also, according to the wisdom given
to him, wrote to you, 16 as also in
all of his letters, speaking in them
of these things. In those, there are
some things that are hard to under-
stand, which the ignorant and unset-
tled twist, as they also do to the other
Scriptures, to their own destruction.
17 You therefore, beloved, knowing
these things beforehand, beware, lest

being carried away with the error of
the wicked, you fall from your own
steadfastness. 18 But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory both now and forever. Amen.
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John’s First Letter
1 That which was from the begin-

ning, that which we have heard, that
which we have seen with our eyes,
that which we saw, and our hands
touched, concerning the Word of life
2 (and the life was revealed, and we
have seen, and testify, and declare to
you the life, the eternal life, which
was with the Father, andwas revealed
to us); 3 that which we have seen and
heard we declare to you, that you also
may have fellowshipwith us. Yes, and
our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ.* 4 And we
write these things to you, that our joy
may be fulfilled.

5This is themessagewhichwehave
heard fromhim and announce to you,
that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all. 6 If we say that we
have fellowship with him and walk in
the darkness, we lie and don’t tell the
truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as
he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son, cleanses us from
all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and righteous to forgive
us the sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we
haven’t sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

2
1 My little children, I write these

things to you so that youmay not sin.
If anyone sins, we have a Counselor*
with the Father, Jesus Christ, the
righteous. 2Andhe is the atoning sac-
rifice† for our sins, and not for ours
only, but also for the whole world.
3 This is how we know that we know

him: if we keep his commandments.
4 One who says, “I know him,” and
doesn’t keep his commandments, is a
liar, and the truth isn’t in him. 5 But
God’s love has most certainly been
perfected in whoever keeps his word.
This is how we know that we are in
him: 6he who says he remains in him
ought himself also to walk just like he
walked.

7 Brothers, I write no new com-
mandment to you, but an old com-
mandment which you had from the
beginning. The old commandment
is the word which you heard from
the beginning. 8 Again, I write a
new commandment to you, which is
true in him and in you, because the
darkness is passing away and the true
light already shines. 9He who says he
is in the light and hates his brother is
in the darkness even until now. 10He
who loves his brother remains in the
light, and there is no occasion for
stumbling in him. 11But hewho hates
his brother is in the darkness, and
walks in the darkness, and doesn’t
know where he is going, because the
darkness has blinded his eyes.

12 I write to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven you for
his name’s sake.

13 I write to you, fathers, because
you know him who is from the begin-
ning.

I write to you, young men, because
you have overcome the evil one.

I write to you, little children, be-
cause you know the Father.

14 I have written to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from
the beginning.

I have written to you, young men,
because you are strong, and the word
of God remains in you, and you have
overcome the evil one.

15Don’t love theworld or the things
that are in the world. If anyone loves

* 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 2:1 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, and Comforter. † 2:2 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing,
propitiating, or the means of appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath
because of our sin.
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the world, the Father’s love isn’t in
him. 16 For all that is in the world—
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life—isn’t the
Father’s, but is the world’s. 17 The
world is passing away with its lusts,
but he who does God’s will remains
forever.

18 Little children, these are the end
times, and as you heard that the An-
tichrist is coming, evennowmany an-
tichrists have arisen. By this we know
that it is the final hour. 19 They went
out from us, but they didn’t belong to
us; for if they had belonged to us, they
would have continued with us. But
they left, that they might be revealed
that none of thembelong to us. 20You
have an anointing from the Holy One,
and you all have knowledge.‡ 21 I
have not written to you because you
don’t know the truth, but because you
know it, and because no lie is of the
truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is
the Antichrist, he who denies the Fa-
ther and the Son. 23 Whoever denies
the Son doesn’t have the Father. He
who confesses the Son has the Father
also.

24Therefore, as for you, let that re-
main in youwhich youheard from the
beginning. If that which you heard
from the beginning remains in you,
you also will remain in the Son, and
in the Father. 25 This is the promise
which he promised us, the eternal
life.

26 These things I have written to
you concerning thosewhowould lead
you astray. 27 As for you, the anoint-
ing which you received from him re-
mains in you, and you don’t need
for anyone to teach you. But as his
anointing teaches you concerning all
things, and is true, and is no lie, and
even as it taught you, you will remain
in him.

28 Now, little children, remain in
him, that when he appears, we may
have boldness and not be ashamed

before him at his coming. 29 If you
know that he is righteous, you know
that everyone who practices righ-
teousness has been born of him.

3
1 See how great a love the Father

has given to us, that we should be
called children of God! For this cause
the world doesn’t know us, because
it didn’t know him. 2 Beloved, now
we are children of God. It is not
yet revealed what we will be; but we
know that when he is revealed, we
will be like him, for we will see him
just as he is. 3 Everyone who has
this hope set on him purifies himself,
even as he is pure.

4 Everyone who sins also commits
lawlessness. Sin is lawlessness. 5 You
know that he was revealed to take
away our sins, and no sin is in him.
6Whoever remains in himdoesn’t sin.
Whoever sins hasn’t seen him and
doesn’t know him.

7Little children, let no one lead you
astray. He who does righteousness
is righteous, even as he is righteous.
8 He who sins is of the devil, for
the devil has been sinning from the
beginning. To this end the Son of God
was revealed: that he might destroy
the works of the devil. 9 Whoever
is born of God doesn’t commit sin,
because his seed remains in him, and
he can’t sin, becausehe is bornof God.
10 In this the children of God are re-
vealed, and the children of the devil.
Whoever doesn’t do righteousness is
not of God, neither is he who doesn’t
love his brother. 11 For this is the
message which you heard from the
beginning, that we should love one
another— 12 unlike Cain, who was of
the evil one and killed his brother.
Why did he kill him? Because his
deeds were evil, and his brother’s
righteous.

13 Don’t be surprised, my brothers,
if the world hates you. 14 We know
that we have passed out of death into
life, because we love the brothers.

‡ 2:20 Or, “know what is true”, or, “know all things”
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He who doesn’t love his brother re-
mains in death. 15 Whoever hates
his brother is a murderer, and you
know that no murderer has eternal
life remaining in him.

16By this we know love, because he
laid downhis life for us. Andweought
to lay down our lives for the brothers.
17 But whoever has the world’s goods
and sees his brother in need, then
closes his heart of compassion against
him, how does God’s love remain in
him?

18 My little children, let’s not love
in word only, or with the tongue only,
but in deed and truth. 19 And by
this we know that we are of the truth
and persuade our hearts before him,
20 because if our heart condemns us,
God is greater than our heart, and
knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our
hearts don’t condemn us, we have
boldness toward God; 22 so whatever
we ask, we receive from him, because
we keep his commandments and do
the things that are pleasing in his
sight. 23 This is his commandment,
that we should believe in the name
of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love
one another, even as he commanded.
24 He who keeps his commandments
remains in him, andhe in him. By this
we know that he remains in us, by the
Spirit which he gave us.

4
1 Beloved, don’t believe every

spirit, but test the spirits, whether
they are of God, because many false
prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit
of God: every spirit who confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit who
doesn’t confess that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is not of God; and
this is the spirit of the Antichrist, of
whom you have heard that it comes.
Now it is in the world already. 4 You

are of God, little children, and have
overcome them, because greater is
he who is in you than he who is in
the world. 5 They are of the world.
Therefore they speak of the world,
and the world hears them. 6We are of
God. He who knows God listens to us.
He who is not of God doesn’t listen
to us. By this we know the spirit of
truth, and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let’s love one another,
for love is of God; and everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows
God. 8 He who doesn’t love doesn’t
know God, for God is love. 9 By this
God’s love was revealed in us, that
God has sent his only born* Son into
the world that we might live through
him. 10 In this is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and
sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice†
for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God loved
us in this way, we also ought to love
one another. 12 No one has seen God
at any time. If we love one another,
God remains in us, and his love has
been perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we remain
in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. 14We have seen
and testify that the Father has sent
the Son as the Savior of the world.
15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the
Son of God, God remains in him, and
he in God. 16 We know and have
believed the love which God has for
us. God is love, and hewho remains in
love remains in God, and God remains
in him. 17 In this, love has been
made perfect among us, that we may
have boldness in the day of judgment,
because as he is, even sowe are in this
world. 18 There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casts out fear, because
fear has punishment. He who fears is
not made perfect in love. 19 We love
him,‡ because he first loved us. 20 If
a man says, “I love God,” and hates

* 4:9 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only
begotten” or “one and only”. † 4:10 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing,
propitiating, or the means of appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath
because of our sin. ‡ 4:19 NU omits “him”.
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his brother, he is a liar; for he who
doesn’t love his brother whom he has
seen, how can he love God whom he
has not seen? 21 This commandment
we have from him, that he who loves
God should also love his brother.

5
1Whoever believes that Jesus is the

Christ has beenborn of God. Whoever
loves the Father also loves the child
who is born of him. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and keep his
commandments. 3 For this is lov-
ing God, that we keep his command-
ments. His commandments are not
grievous. 4 For whatever is born of
God overcomes the world. This is the
victory that has overcome the world:
your faith. 5 Who is he who over-
comes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is he who came by water and
blood, Jesus Christ; not with the wa-
ter only, but with the water and the
blood. It is the Spirit who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For
there are three who testify:* 8 the
Spirit, the water, and the blood; and
the three agree as one. 9 If we receive
the witness of men, the witness of
God is greater; for this is God’s tes-
timony which he has testified con-
cerning his Son. 10 He who believes
in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself. He who doesn’t believe
God has made him a liar, because he
has not believed in the testimony that
God has given concerning his Son.
11The testimony is this: that God gave
to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 12 He who has the Son has the
life. He who doesn’t have God’s Son
doesn’t have the life.

13 These things I have written to
you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, that you may know that
you have eternal life, and that you
may continue to believe in the name
of the Son of God.

14 This is the boldness which we
have toward him, that if we ask any-
thing according to his will, he listens
to us. 15And ifwe know that he listens
to us, whatever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions which we have
asked of him.

16 If anyone sees his brother sin-
ning a sin not leading to death, he
shall ask, andGodwill givehim life for
those who sin not leading to death.
There is sin leading to death. I don’t
say that he should make a request
concerning this. 17 All unrighteous-
ness is sin, and there is sin not leading
to death.

18We know that whoever is born of
God doesn’t sin, but he who was born
of God keeps himself, and the evil one
doesn’t touch him. 19 We know that
we are of God, and the whole world
lies in the power of the evil one. 20We
know that the Son of God has come
and has given us an understanding,
that we know him who is true; and
we are in him who is true, in his Son
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life.

21 Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.

* 5:7 Only a few recent manuscripts add “in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and
these three are one. And there are three that testify on earth:”



2 John 1 276 2 John 13

John’s Second Letter
1 The elder, to the chosen lady and

her children, whom I love in truth,
and not I only, but also all those
who know the truth, 2 for the truth’s
sake, which remains in us, and it will
be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy,
and peace will be with us, from God
the Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ,* the Son of the Father, in truth
and love.

4 I rejoice greatly that I have found
some of your children walking in
truth, even as we have been com-
manded by the Father. 5 Now I beg
you, dear lady, not as though I wrote
to you a new commandment, but that
which we had from the beginning,
that we love one another. 6 This is
love, that we should walk according
to his commandments. This is the
commandment, even as you heard
from the beginning, that you should
walk in it.

7 For many deceivers have gone
out into the world, those who don’t
confess that Jesus Christ came in the
flesh. This is the deceiver and the An-
tichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, that we
don’t lose the things which we have
accomplished, but that we receive a
full reward. 9 Whoever transgresses
and doesn’t remain in the teaching
of Christ doesn’t have God. He who
remains in the teaching has both the
Father and the Son. 10 If anyone
comes to you and doesn’t bring this
teaching, don’t receive him into your
house, and don’t welcome him, 11 for
he who welcomes him participates in
his evil deeds.

12 Having many things to write to
you, I don’t want to do so with paper
and ink, but I hope to come to you and
to speak face to face, that our joymay
be made full. 13 The children of your
chosen sister greet you. Amen.

* 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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John’s Third Letter
1 The elder to Gaius the beloved,

whom I love in truth.
2Beloved, I pray that youmay pros-

per in all things and be healthy, even
as your soul prospers. 3 For I rejoiced
greatly when brothers came and tes-
tified about your truth, even as you
walk in truth. 4 I have no greater joy
than this: to hear about my children
walking in truth.

5Beloved, you do a faithful work in
whatever you accomplish for those
who are brothers and strangers.
6 They have testified about your love
before the assembly. You will do
well to send them forward on their
journey in a way worthy of God,
7 because for the sake of the Name
they went out, taking nothing from
the Gentiles. 8We therefore ought to
receive such, that we may be fellow
workers for the truth.

9 I wrote to the assembly, but
Diotrephes, who loves to be first
among them, doesn’t accept what
we say. 10 Therefore, if I come, I
will call attention to his deeds which
he does, unjustly accusing us with
wicked words. Not content with this,
he doesn’t receive the brothers him-
self, and those who would, he forbids
and throws out of the assembly.

11Beloved, don’t imitate thatwhich
is evil, but that which is good. He
who does good is of God. Hewho does
evil hasn’t seen God. 12Demetrius has
the testimony of all, and of the truth
itself; yes, we also testify, and you
know that our testimony is true.

13 I hadmany things towrite to you,
but I am unwilling to write to you
with ink and pen; 14 but I hope to see
you soon. Then we will speak face to
face.

Peace be to you. The friends greet
you. Greet the friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude,* a servant of Jesus Christ,†

and brother of James, to those who
are called, sanctified by God the Fa-
ther, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May
mercy, peace, and love be multiplied
to you.

3Beloved, while I was very eager to
write to you about our common salva-
tion, I was constrained towrite to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly
for the faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints. 4 For there
are certain men who crept in se-
cretly, even those who were long ago
written about for this condemnation:
ungodly men, turning the grace of
our God into indecency, and denying
our only Master, God, and Lord, Jesus
Christ.

5 Now I desire to remind you,
though you already know this, that
the Lord, having saved a people
out of the land of Egypt, after-
ward destroyed those who didn’t be-
lieve. 6 Angels who didn’t keep their
first domain, but deserted their own
dwelling place, he has kept in ever-
lasting bonds under darkness for the
judgment of the great day. 7 Even as
Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities
around them, having in the same
way as these given themselves over
to sexual immorality and gone af-
ter strange flesh, are shown as an
example, suffering the punishment
of eternal fire. 8 Yet in the same
way, these also in their dreaming
defile the flesh, despise authority,
and slander celestial beings. 9 But
Michael, the archangel, when con-
tending with the devil and arguing
about the body of Moses, dared not
bring against him an abusive con-
demnation, but said, “May the Lord
rebuke you!” 10 But these speak evil

of whatever things they don’t know.
They are destroyed in these things
that they understand naturally, like
the creatures without reason. 11Woe
to them! For they went in the way of
Cain, and ran riotously in the error
of Balaam for hire, and perished in
Korah’s rebellion. 12 These are hid-
den rocky reefs in your love feasts
when they feast with you, shepherds
who without fear feed themselves;
clouds without water, carried along
by winds; autumn trees without fruit,
twice dead, plucked up by the roots;
13 wild waves of the sea, foaming out
their own shame; wandering stars,
for whom the blackness of darkness
has been reserved forever. 14 About
these also Enoch, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold,‡
the Lord came with ten thousands
of his holy ones, 15 to execute judg-
ment on all, and to convict all the
ungodly of all their works of ungod-
liness which they have done in an un-
godly way, and of all the hard things
which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him.” 16These aremurmurers
and complainers, walking after their
lusts—and their mouth speaks proud
things—showing respect of persons
to gain advantage.

17 But you, beloved, remember the
words which have been spoken be-
fore by the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 18 They said to you, “In the
last time there will be mockers, walk-
ing after their own ungodly lusts.”
19 These are those who cause divi-
sions and are sensual, not having the
Spirit.

20 But you, beloved, keep build-
ing up yourselves on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.
21Keep yourselves in God’s love, look-
ing for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ to eternal life. 22 On some
have compassion, making a distinc-
tion, 23 and some save, snatching

* 1:1 or, Judah † 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:14 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look
at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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them out of the fire with fear, hating
even the clothing stained by theflesh.

24 Now to him who is able to
keep them§ from stumbling, and to
present you faultless before the pres-
ence of his glory in great joy, 25 to
God our Savior, who alone is wise,
be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and forever. Amen.

§ 1:24 TR and NU read “you”
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The Revelation to John
1 This is the Revelation of Jesus

Christ,* which God gave him to show
to his servants the things whichmust
happen soon, whichhe sent andmade
known by his angel† to his servant,
John, 2 who testified to God’s word
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ,
about everything that he saw.

3Blessed is he who reads and those
who hear the words of the prophecy,
and keep the things that are written
in it, for the time is near.

4 John, to the seven assemblies that
are in Asia: Grace to you and peace
from God, who is and who was and
who is to come; and from the seven
Spirits who are before his throne;
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, thefirstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
himwho loves us, andwashedus from
our sins by his blood— 6 and he made
us to be a Kingdom, priests✡ to his
God and Father—to him be the glory
and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

7 Behold,‡ he is coming with the
clouds, and every eye will see him,
including those who pierced him. All
the tribes of the earth will mourn
over him. Even so, Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,§”
says the Lord God,* “who is and
who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.”

9 I John, your brother and partner
with you in the oppression, Kingdom,
and perseverance in Christ Jesus, was
on the isle that is called Patmos be-
cause of God’s Word and the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard

behindmea loud voice, like a trumpet
11 saying,† “What you see, write in a
book and send to the seven assem-
blies:‡ to Ephesus, Smyrna, Perga-
mum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia,
and to Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see the voice that
spoke with me. Having turned, I saw
seven golden lamp stands. 13 And
among the lamp stands was one like
a son of man,✡ clothed with a robe
reaching down to his feet, and with a
golden sash around his chest. 14 His
head and his hair were white as white
wool, like snow. His eyes were like
a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like
burnished brass, as if it had been
refined in a furnace. His voice was
like the voice of many waters. 16 He
had seven stars in his right hand. Out
of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-
edged sword. His facewas like the sun
shining at its brightest. 17When I saw
him, I fell at his feet like a dead man.

He laid his right hand on me, say-
ing, “Don’t be afraid. I am the first
and the last, 18 and the Living one.
I was dead, and behold, I am alive
forever and ever. Amen. I have the
keys of Death and of Hades.§ 19Write
therefore the things which you have
seen, and the things which are, and
the things which will happen here-
after. 20 The mystery of the seven
stars which you saw inmy right hand,
and the seven golden lamp stands is
this: The seven stars are the angels*
of the seven assemblies. The seven
lamp stands are seven assemblies.

2
1 “To the angel of the assembly in

Ephesus write:
“He who holds the seven stars in

his right hand, he who walks among
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:1 or, messenger (here and wherever angel is mentioned)
✡ 1:6 Exodus 19:6; Isaiah 61:6 ‡ 1:7 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see,
or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:8 TR adds “the Beginning and the End” * 1:8
TR omits “God” † 1:11 TR adds “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.” ‡ 1:11
TR adds “which are in Asia” ✡ 1:13 Daniel 7:13 § 1:18 or, Hell * 1:20 or, messengers (here
and wherever angels are mentioned)
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the seven golden lamp stands says
these things:

2 “I know your works, and your toil
and perseverance, and that you can’t
tolerate evil men, and have tested
those who call themselves apostles,
and they are not, and found them
false. 3 You have perseverance and
have endured formyname’s sake, and
have * not grown weary. 4 But I
have this against you, that you left
your first love. 5 Remember there-
fore from where you have fallen, and
repent and do the first works; or else
I am coming to you swiftly, and will
move your lamp stand out of its place,
unless you repent. 6 But this you
have, that you hate the works of the
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He
who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies. To
him who overcomes I will give to eat
from the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of my God.

8 “To the angel of the assembly in
Smyrna write:

“The first and the last, who was
dead, and has come to life says these
things:

9 “I know your works, oppression,
and your poverty (but you are rich),
and the blasphemy of those who say
they are Jews, and they are not, but
are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Don’t
be afraid of the things which you are
about to suffer. Behold, the devil
is about to throw some of you into
prison, that you may be tested; and
youwill have oppression for ten days.
Be faithful to death, and I will give
you the crown of life. 11 He who
has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the assemblies. He who
overcomes won’t be harmed by the
second death.

12 “To the angel of the assembly in
Pergamum write:

“He who has the sharp two-edged
sword says these things:

13 “I know your works and where
you dwell, where Satan’s throne is.
You hold firmly to my name, and
didn’t deny my faith in the days of
Antipas my witness, my faithful one,
who was killed among you, where
Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few
things against you, because you have
there some who hold the teaching of
Balaam, who taught Balak to throw a
stumbling block before the children
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit sexual immoral-
ity. 15 So also you likewise have
some who hold to the teaching of the
Nicolaitans.† 16 Repent therefore, or
else I am coming to you quickly and I
will make war against them with the
sword of my mouth. 17 He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the assemblies. To him who
overcomes, to him I will give of the
hidden manna, ‡ and I will give him a
white stone, and on the stone a new
name written which no one knows
but he who receives it.

18 “To the angel of the assembly in
Thyatira write:

“The Son of God, who has his eyes
like aflameof fire, andhis feet are like
burnished brass, says these things:

19 “I know your works, your love,
faith, service, patient endurance, and
that your last works are more than
the first. 20 But I have this against
you, that you tolerate your§ woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet-
ess. She teaches and seduces my ser-
vants to commit sexual immorality
and to eat things sacrificed to idols.
21 I gave her time to repent, but she
refuses to repent of her sexual im-
morality. 22 Behold, I will throw her
and those who commit adultery with
her into a bed of great oppression,
unless they repent of her works. 23 I

* 2:3 TR adds “have labored and” † 2:15 TR reads “which I hate” instead of “likewise” ‡ 2:17
Manna is supernatural food, named after the Hebrew for “What is it?”. See Exodus 11:7-9. § 2:20 TR,
NU read “that” instead of “your”
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will kill her children with Death, and
all the assemblies will know that I
am he who searches the minds and
hearts. I will give to each one of you
according to your deeds. 24 But
to you I say, to the rest who are in
Thyatira—as many as don’t have this
teaching, who don’t know what some
call ‘the deep things of Satan’—to you
I say, I am not putting any other
burden on you. 25 Nevertheless,
hold that which you have firmly until
I come. 26 He who overcomes, and
he who keeps my works to the end,
to him I will give authority over the
nations. 27 He will rule them with a
rod of iron, shattering them like clay
pots,✡ as I also have received of my
Father; 28 and I will give him the
morning star. 29 He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to
the assemblies.

3
1 “And to the angel of the assembly

in Sardis write:
“He who has the seven Spirits of

God and the seven stars says these
things:

“I know your works, that you have
a reputation of being alive, but you
are dead. 2 Wake up and strengthen
the things that remain, which you
were about to throw away,* for I have
foundnoworks of yours perfected be-
fore my God. 3 Remember therefore
how you have received and heard.
Keep it and repent. If therefore you
won’t watch, I will come as a thief,
and you won’t know what hour I will
come upon you. 4 Nevertheless you
have a few names in Sardis that didn’t
defile their garments. They will walk
withme inwhite, for they areworthy.
5Hewho overcomeswill be arrayed in
white garments, and I will in no way
blot his name out of the book of life,
and I will confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels. 6 He

who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the assemblies.

7 “To the angel of the assembly in
Philadelphia write:

“He who is holy, he who is true,
he who has the key of David, he who
opens and no one can shut, and who
shuts and no one opens, says these
things:

8 “I know your works (behold, I
have set before you an open door,
which no one can shut), that you have
a little power, and kept my word, and
didn’t deny my name. 9 Behold, I
make some of the synagogue of Satan,
of those who say they are Jews, and
they are not, but lie—behold, I will
make them to come and worship be-
fore your feet, and to know that I have
loved you. 10 Because you kept my
command to endure, I also will keep
you from the hour of testing which is
to come on the whole world, to test
those who dwell on the earth. 11 I
am coming quickly! Hold firmly that
which you have, so that no one takes
your crown. 12He who overcomes, I
will make him a pillar in the temple of
my God, and hewill go out from there
nomore. I will write on him the name
of my God and the name of the city
of my God, the new Jerusalem, which
comes down out of heaven from my
God, and my own new name. 13 He
who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the assemblies.

14 “To the angel of the assembly in
Laodicea write:

“The Amen, the Faithful and True
Witness, the Beginning† of God’s cre-
ation, says these things:

15 “I know your works, that you are
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were
cold or hot. 16 So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold,
I will vomit you out of my mouth.
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, and
have gotten riches, and have need of
nothing,’ and don’t know that you are

✡ 2:27 Psalm 2:9 * 3:2 NU & TR read “which were about to die” instead of “which you were about
to throw away”. † 3:14 or, Source, or Head
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the wretched one, miserable, poor,
blind, and naked; 18 I counsel you to
buy fromme gold refined by fire, that
you may become rich; and white gar-
ments, that you may clothe yourself,
and that the shame of your nakedness
may not be revealed; and eye salve to
anoint your eyes, that you may see.
19 As many as I love, I reprove and
chasten. Be zealous therefore, and
repent. 20Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, then I will come
in to him and will dine with him, and
he with me. 21 He who overcomes,
I will give to him to sit down with
me on my throne, as I also overcame
and sat down with my Father on his
throne. 22 He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the
assemblies.”

4
1 After these things I looked and

saw a door opened in heaven; and the
first voice that I heard, like a trumpet
speaking with me, was one saying,
“Come up here, and I will show you
the things which must happen after
this.”

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit.
Behold, there was a throne set in
heaven, and one sitting on the throne
3 that looked like a jasper stone and
a sardius. There was a rainbow
around the throne, like an emerald
to look at. 4 Around the throne
were twenty-four thrones. On the
thrones were twenty-four elders sit-
ting, dressed in white garments, with
crowns of gold on their heads. 5 Out
of the throne proceed lightnings,
sounds, and thunders. There were
seven lamps of fire burning before
his throne, which are the seven Spir-
its of God. 6 Before the throne was
something like a sea of glass, simi-
lar to crystal. In the middle of the
throne, and around the throne were
four living creatures full of eyes be-
fore and behind. 7 The first creature

was like a lion, the second creature
like a calf, the third creature had a
face like a man, and the fourth was
like a flying eagle. 8 The four living
creatures, each one of them having
six wings, are full of eyes around and
within. They have no rest day and
night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy* is the
Lord God, the Almighty, who was and
who is and who is to come!”

9 When the living creatures give
glory, honor, and thanks to him who
sits on the throne, to him who lives
forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four
elders fall down before him who sits
on the throne and worship him who
lives forever and ever, and throw
their crowns before the throne, say-
ing, 11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and
God, the Holy One,† to receive the
glory, the honor, and the power, for
you created all things, and because
of your desire they existed and were
created!”

5
1 I saw, in the right hand of him

who sat on the throne, a book written
inside and outside, sealed shut with
seven seals. 2 I saw a mighty angel
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who
is worthy to open the book, and to
break its seals?” 3 No one in heaven
above, or on the earth, or under the
earth, was able to open the book or
to look in it. 4 Then I wept much,
because no one was found worthy
to open the book or to look in it.
5 One of the elders said to me, “Don’t
weep. Behold, the Lion who is of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
overcome: he who opens the book
and its seven seals.”

6 I saw in the middle of the throne
and of the four living creatures, and
in the middle of the elders, a Lamb
standing, as though it had been slain,
having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God,
sent out into all the earth. 7 Then
he came, and he took it out of the

* 4:8 Hodges/Farstad MT reads “holy” 9 times instead of 3. † 4:11 TR omits “and God, the Holy
One,”
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right hand of him who sat on the
throne. 8 Now when he had taken
the book, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, each one having a
harp, and golden bowls full of in-
cense, which are the prayers of the
saints. 9 They sang a new song, say-
ing,
“You are worthy to take the book

and to open its seals,
for you were killed,

and bought us for God with your
blood

out of every tribe, language,
people, and nation,

10 and made us kings and priests to
our God;

and we will reign on the earth.”
11 I looked, and I heard something

like a voice of many angels around
the throne, the living creatures, and
the elders. The number of them
was ten thousands of ten thousands,
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying
with a loud voice, “Worthy is the
Lamb who has been killed to receive
the power, wealth, wisdom, strength,
honor, glory, and blessing!”

13 I heard every created thing
which is in heaven, on the earth, un-
der the earth, on the sea, and every-
thing in them, saying, “To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be the blessing, the honor, the glory,
and the dominion, forever and ever!
Amen!”*

14 The four living creatures said,
“Amen!” Then the† elders fell down
and worshiped.‡

6
1 I saw that the Lamb opened one of

the seven seals, and I heard one of the
four living creatures saying, as with
a voice of thunder, “Come and see!”
2 Then a white horse appeared, and
he who sat on it had a bow. A crown

was given to him, and he came out
conquering, and to conquer.

3When he opened the second seal,
I heard the second living creature
saying, “Come!” 4 Another came out,
a red horse. To him who sat on it was
given power to take peace from the
earth, and that they should kill one
another. There was given to him a
great sword.

5 When he opened the third seal,
I heard the third living creature say-
ing, “Come and see!” And behold, a
black horse, and he who sat on it had
a balance in his hand. 6 I heard a voice
in the middle of the four living crea-
tures saying, “A choenix* of wheat
for a denarius, and three choenix of
barley for a denarius! Don’t damage
the oil and the wine!”

7When he opened the fourth seal, I
heard the fourth living creature say-
ing, “Come and see!” 8 And behold, a
pale horse, and the name of he who
sat on it was Death. Hades† followed
with him. Authority over one fourth
of the earth, to kill with the sword,
with famine, with death, and by the
wild animals of the earthwas given to
him.

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I
saw underneath the altar the souls
of those who had been killed for the
Word of God, and for the testimony
of the Lamb which they had. 10 They
cried with a loud voice, saying, “How
long, Master, the holy and true, until
you judge and avenge our blood on
those who dwell on the earth?” 11 A
long white robe was given to each
of them. They were told that they
should rest yet for a while, until their
fellow servants and their brothers,‡
who would also be killed even as they
were, should complete their course.

12 I saw when he opened the sixth
seal, and there was a great earth-

* 5:13 TR omits “Amen!” † 5:14 TR adds “twenty-four” ‡ 5:14 TR adds “the one living forever
and ever” * 6:6 A choenix is a dry volumemeasure that is a little more than a liter (a little more than
a quart). † 6:8 or, Hell ‡ 6:11 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also
be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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quake. The sun became black as sack-
cloth made of hair, and the whole
moon became as blood. 13 The stars
of the sky fell to the earth, like a fig
tree dropping its unripefigswhen it is
shakenby a greatwind. 14The skywas
removed like a scroll when it is rolled
up. Every mountain and island was
moved out of its place. 15 The kings
of the earth, the princes, the com-
manding officers, the rich, the strong,
and every slave and free person, hid
themselves in the caves and in the
rocks of the mountains. 16 They told
the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on
us, and hide us from the face of him
who sits on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the great day
of hiswrathhas come, andwho is able
to stand?”

7
1After this, I saw four angels stand-

ing at the four corners of the earth,
holding the four winds of the earth,
so that no wind would blow on the
earth, or on the sea, or on any tree.
2 I saw another angel ascend from
the sunrise, having the seal of the
living God. He cried with a loud voice
to the four angels to whom it was
given to harm the earth and the sea,
3 saying, “Don’t harm the earth, the
sea, or the trees, until we have sealed
the bondservants of our God on their
foreheads!” 4 I heard the number of
those who were sealed, one hundred
forty-four thousand, sealed out of ev-
ery tribe of the children of Israel:
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thou-

sand were sealed,
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thou-

sand,
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thou-

sand,
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thou-

sand,
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thou-

sand,
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thou-

sand,
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,

of the tribe of Issachar twelve thou-
sand,

8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thou-
sand,

of the tribe of Joseph twelve thou-
sand, and

of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thou-
sand were sealed.

9 After these things I looked, and
behold, a great multitude which no
man could count, out of every nation
and of all tribes, peoples, and lan-
guages, standing before the throne
andbefore the Lamb, dressed inwhite
robes, with palm branches in their
hands. 10They criedwith a loudvoice,
saying, “Salvation be to our God, who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 All the angels were standing
around the throne, the elders, and
the four living creatures; and they
fell on their faces before his throne,
and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen!
Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiv-
ing, honor, power, and might, be to
our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13 One of the elders answered, say-
ing to me, “These who are arrayed in
the white robes, who are they, and
where did they come from?”

14 I told him, “My lord, you know.”
He said to me, “These are those

who came out of the great suf-
fering.* They washed their robes
and made them white in the Lamb’s
blood. 15 Therefore they are before
the throne of God, and they serve
him day and night in his temple. He
who sits on the throne will spread
his tabernacle over them. 16 They
will never be hungry or thirsty any
more. The sun won’t beat on them,
nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is
in themiddle of the throne shepherds
them and leads them to springs of
life-giving waters. And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes.”

8
1When he opened the seventh seal,

there was silence in heaven for about
* 7:14 or, oppression
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half an hour. 2 I saw the seven an-
gels who stand before God, and seven
trumpets were given to them.

3 Another angel came and stood
over the altar, having a golden
censer. Much incense was given
to him, that he should add it to
the prayers of all the saints on the
golden altar which was before the
throne. 4 The smoke of the incense,
with the prayers of the saints, went
up before God out of the angel’s
hand. 5 The angel took the censer,
and he filled it with the fire of the
altar, then threw it on the earth.
Thunders, sounds, lightnings, and an
earthquake followed.

6 The seven angels who had the
seven trumpets prepared themselves
to sound.

7 The first sounded, and there fol-
lowed hail and fire, mixedwith blood,
and they were thrown to the earth.
One third of the earth was burned
up,* and one third of the trees were
burned up, and all green grass was
burned up.

8 The second angel sounded, and
something like a great burningmoun-
tain was thrown into the sea. One
third of the sea became blood, 9 and
one third of the living creatures
which were in the sea died. One third
of the ships were destroyed.

10 The third angel sounded, and a
great star fell from the sky, burn-
ing like a torch, and it fell on one
third of the rivers, and on the springs
of water. 11 The name of the star
is “Wormwood.” One third of the
waters became wormwood. Many
people died from the waters, because
they were made bitter.

12 The fourth angel sounded, and
one third of the sun was struck, and
one third of the moon, and one third
of the stars, so that one third of
themwould be darkened; and the day
wouldn’t shine for one third of it,
and the night in the same way. 13 I

saw, and I heard an eagle,† flying in
mid heaven, saying with a loud voice,
“Woe! Woe! Woe to those who dwell
on the earth, because of the other
blasts of the trumpets of the three
angels, who are yet to sound!”

9
1The fifth angel sounded, and I saw

a star from the sky which had fallen
to the earth. The key to the pit of the
abyss was given to him. 2 He opened
the pit of the abyss, and smoke went
up out of the pit, like the smoke from
a* burning furnace. The sun and
the air were darkened because of the
smoke from the pit. 3 Then out of
the smoke came locusts on the earth,
and power was given to them, as the
scorpions of the earth have power.
4They were told that they should not
hurt the grass of the earth, neither
any green thing, neither any tree,
but only those people who don’t have
God’s seal on their foreheads. 5 They
were given power, not to kill them,
but to torment them for five months.
Their tormentwas like the torment of
a scorpion when it strikes a person.
6 In those days people will seek death,
and will in no way find it. They will
desire to die, and death will flee from
them.

7The shapes of the locustswere like
horses prepared for war. On their
heads were something like golden
crowns, and their faces were like
people’s faces. 8 They had hair like
women’s hair, and their teeth were
like those of lions. 9 They had breast-
plates like breastplates of iron. The
sound of their wings was like the
sound of many chariots and horses
rushing to war. 10 They have tails like
those of scorpions, with stingers. In
their tails they have power to harm
men for five months. 11 They have
over them as king the angel of the

* 8:7 TR omits “One third of the earth was burned up” † 8:13 TR reads “angel” instead of “eagle”
* 9:2 TR adds “great”
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abyss. His name in Hebrew is “Abad-
don”,† but in Greek, he has the name
“Apollyon”.‡

12 The first woe is past. Behold,
there are still two woes coming after
this.

13The sixth angel sounded. I heard
a voice from the horns of the golden
altar which is before God, 14 saying to
the sixth angel who had the trumpet,
“Free the four angels who are bound
at the great river Euphrates!”

15 The four angels were freed who
had been prepared for that hour and
day and month and year, so that
they might kill one third of mankind.
16 The number of the armies of the
horsemen was two hundred million.§
I heard the number of them. 17Thus I
saw the horses in the vision and those
who sat on them, having breastplates
of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur
yellow; and the horses’ heads resem-
bled lions’ heads. Out of their mouths
proceed fire, smoke, and sulfur. 18 By
these three plagues, one third of
mankind was killed: by the fire, the
smoke, and the sulfur, which pro-
ceeded out of their mouths. 19For the
power of the horses is in theirmouths
and in their tails. For their tails are
like serpents, and have heads; and
with them they harm.

20 The rest of mankind, who were
not killed with these plagues, didn’t
repent of the works of their hands,
that they wouldn’t worship demons,
and the idols of gold, and of silver,
and of brass, and of stone, and of
wood, which can’t see, hear, or walk.
21 They didn’t repent of their mur-
ders, their sorceries,* their sexual
immorality, or their thefts.

10
1 I saw amighty angel coming down

out of the sky, clothed with a cloud.
A rainbow was on his head. His face

was like the sun, and his feet like
pillars of fire. 2 He had in his hand
a little open book. He set his right
foot on the sea, and his left on the
land. 3 He cried with a loud voice,
as a lion roars. When he cried, the
seven thunders uttered their voices.
4 When the seven thunders sounded,
I was about to write; but I heard a
voice from the sky saying, “Seal up
the things which the seven thunders
said, and don’t write them.”

5The angelwhom I saw standing on
the sea and on the land lifted up his
right hand to the sky 6 and swore by
him who lives forever and ever, who
created heaven and the things that
are in it, the earth and the things that
are in it, and the sea and the things
that are in it, that therewill no longer
be delay, 7 but in the days of the
voice of the seventh angel, when he is
about to sound, then the mystery of
God is finished, as he declared to his
servants the prophets.

8 The voice which I heard from
heaven, again speaking withme, said,
“Go, take the book which is open in
the hand of the angel who stands on
the sea and on the land.”

9 I went to the angel, telling him to
give me the little book.

He said to me, “Take it and eat it.
It will make your stomach bitter, but
in your mouth it will be as sweet as
honey.”

10 I took the little book out of the
angel’s hand, and ate it. It was as
sweet as honey in my mouth. When
I had eaten it, my stomach was made
bitter. 11 They* told me, “You must
prophesy again over many peoples,
nations, languages, and kings.”

11
1 A reed like a rod was given to

me. Someone said, “Rise andmeasure
God’s temple, and the altar, and those

† 9:11 “Abaddon” is a Hebrew word that means “ruin”, “destruction”, or “the place of destruction”
‡ 9:11 “Apollyon” means “Destroyer”. § 9:16 literally, “ten thousands of ten thousands” * 9:21
The word for “sorceries” (pharmakeia) also implies the use of potions, poisons, and drugs * 10:11 TR
reads “He” instead of “They”



Revelation 11:2 288 Revelation 12:5
who worship in it. 2 Leave out the
court which is outside of the temple,
and don’t measure it, for it has been
given to the nations. They will tread
the holy city under foot for forty-two
months. 3 I will give power to my
two witnesses, and they will proph-
esy one thousand two hundred sixty
days, clothed in sackcloth.”

4 These are the two olive trees and
the two lamp stands, standing before
the Lord of the earth. 5 If anyone
desires to harm them, fire proceeds
out of their mouth and devours their
enemies. If anyone desires to harm
them, he must be killed in this way.
6These have the power to shut up the
sky, that it may not rain during the
days of their prophecy. They have
power over the waters, to turn them
into blood, and to strike the earth
with every plague, as often as they
desire.

7 When they have finished their
testimony, the beast that comes up
out of the abyss will make war with
them, and overcome them, and kill
them. 8 Their dead bodies will be
in the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt,
where also their Lord was crucified.
9 From among the peoples, tribes,
languages, and nations, people will
look at their dead bodies for three
and a half days, and will not allow
their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.
10 Those who dwell on the earth will
rejoice over them, and they will be
glad. They will give gifts to one
another, because these two prophets
tormented those who dwell on the
earth.

11 After the three and a half days,
the breath of life from God entered
into them, and they stood on their
feet. Great fear fell on those who
saw them. 12 I heard a loud voice
from heaven saying to them, “Come
up here!” They went up into heaven
in a cloud, and their enemies saw
them. 13 In that day there was a

great earthquake, and a tenth of the
city fell. Seven thousand people were
killed in the earthquake, and the rest
were terrified and gave glory to the
God of heaven.

14 The second woe is past. Behold,
the third woe comes quickly.

15 The seventh angel sounded, and
great voices in heaven followed, say-
ing, “The kingdom of the world has
become the Kingdom of our Lord and
of his Christ. He will reign forever
and ever!”

16 The twenty-four elders, who sit
on their thrones before God’s throne,
fell on their faces andworshiped God,
17 saying: “We give you thanks, Lord
God, the Almighty, the onewho is and
who was,* because you have taken
your great power and reigned. 18 The
nations were angry, and your wrath
came, as did the time for the dead
to be judged, and to give your bond-
servants the prophets, their reward,
as well as to the saints and those
who fear your name, to the small and
the great, and to destroy those who
destroy the earth.”

19 God’s temple that is in heaven
was opened, and the ark of the
Lord’s covenant was seen in his tem-
ple. Lightnings, sounds, thunders, an
earthquake, and great hail followed.

12
1 A great sign was seen in heaven:

a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and on her
head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She
was with child. She cried out in pain,
laboring to give birth.

3Another sign was seen in heaven.
Behold, a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and on
his heads seven crowns. 4 His tail
drew one third of the stars of the sky,
and threw them to the earth. The
dragon stood before the woman who
was about to give birth, so that when
she gave birth he might devour her
child. 5She gave birth to a son, a male

* 11:17 TR adds “and who is coming”
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child, who is to rule all the nations
with a rod of iron. Her child was
caught up to God and to his throne.
6Thewoman fled into the wilderness,
where she has a place prepared by
God, that there they may nourish
her one thousand two hundred sixty
days.

7There was war in the sky. Michael
and his angels made war on the
dragon. The dragon and his angels
made war. 8 They didn’t prevail. No
place was found for them any more
in heaven. 9 The great dragon was
thrown down, the old serpent, he
who is called the devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world. He was
thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him.

10 I heard a loud voice in heaven,
saying, “Now the salvation, the
power, and the Kingdom of our God,
and the authority of his Christ has
come; for the accuser of our brothers
has been thrown down, who accuses
them before our God day and night.
11 They overcame him because of
the Lamb’s blood, and because of
the word of their testimony. They
didn’t love their life, even to death.
12 Therefore rejoice, heavens, and
you who dwell in them. Woe to the
earth and to the sea, because the
devil has gone down to you, having
great wrath, knowing that he has but
a short time.”

13When the dragon saw that hewas
thrown down to the earth, he per-
secuted the woman who gave birth
to the male child. 14 Two wings of
the great eagle were given to the
woman, that she might fly into the
wilderness to her place, so that she
might be nourished for a time, times,
and half a time, from the face of the
serpent. 15The serpent spewed water
out of his mouth after the woman
like a river, that he might cause her
to be carried away by the stream.
16 The earth helped the woman, and
the earth opened its mouth and swal-

lowed up the river which the dragon
spewed out of his mouth. 17 The
dragon grew angry with the woman,
and went away to make war with
the rest of her offspring,* who keep
God’s commandments and hold Jesus’
testimony.

13
1 Then I stood on the sand of the

sea. I saw a beast coming up out
of the sea, having ten horns and
seven heads. On his horns were ten
crowns, and on his heads, blasphe-
mous names. 2 The beast which I saw
was like a leopard, and his feet were
like those of a bear, and his mouth
like the mouth of a lion. The dragon
gave him his power, his throne, and
great authority. 3 One of his heads
looked like it had been wounded fa-
tally. His fatal wound was healed,
and the whole earth marveled at the
beast. 4 They worshiped the dragon
because he gave his authority to the
beast; and they worshiped the beast,
saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is
able to make war with him?”

5 A mouth speaking great things
and blasphemy was given to him.
Authority to make war for forty-two
months was given to him. 6 He
opened his mouth for blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme his name,
his dwelling, and those who dwell
in heaven. 7 It was given to him to
make war with the saints and to over-
come them. Authority over every
tribe, people, language, and nation
was given to him. 8 All who dwell on
the earth will worship him, everyone
whose name has not been written
from the foundation of the world in
the book of life of the Lamb who has
been killed. 9 If anyone has an ear, let
him hear. 10 If anyone is to go into
captivity, he will go into captivity. If
anyone is to be killed with the sword,

* 12:17 or, seed
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he must be killed.* Here is the en-
durance and the faith of the saints.

11 I saw another beast coming up
out of the earth. He had two horns
like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon.
12He exercises all the authority of the
first beast in his presence. He makes
the earth and those who dwell in it
to worship the first beast, whose fatal
wound was healed. 13 He performs
great signs, even making fire come
down out of the sky to the earth in
the sight of people. 14He deceives my
own† people who dwell on the earth
because of the signs he was granted
to do in front of the beast, saying to
those who dwell on the earth that
they should make an image to the
beast who had the sword wound and
lived. 15 It was given to him to give
breath to the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should both
speak, and cause as many as wouldn’t
worship the image of the beast to be
killed. 16 He causes all, the small and
the great, the rich and the poor, and
the free and the slave, to be given
marks on their right hands or on their
foreheads; 17 and that no one would
be able to buy or to sell unless he
has that mark, which is the name
of the beast or the number of his
name. 18 Here is wisdom. He who
has understanding, let him calculate
the number of the beast, for it is the
number of a man. His number is six
hundred sixty-six.

14
1 I saw, and behold, the Lamb

standing on Mount Zion, and with
him a number, one hundred forty-
four thousand, having his name and
the name of his Father written on
their foreheads. 2 I heard a sound
from heaven like the sound of many
waters and like the sound of a great
thunder. The sound which I heard

was like that of harpists playing on
their harps. 3 They sing a new song
before the throne and before the
four living creatures and the elders.
No one could learn the song except
the onehundred forty-four thousand,
those who had been redeemed out of
the earth. 4These are those whowere
not defiled with women, for they are
virgins. These are those who follow
the Lamb wherever he goes. These
were redeemed by Jesus from among
men, the first fruits to God and to the
Lamb. 5 In their mouth was found no
lie, for they are blameless.*

6 I saw an angel flying in mid
heaven, having an eternal Good News
to proclaim to those who dwell on
the earth—to every nation, tribe, lan-
guage, and people. 7 He said with a
loud voice, “Fear the Lord, and give
him glory, for the hour of his judg-
ment has come. Worship him who
made the heaven, the earth, the sea,
and the springs of waters!”

8Another, a second angel, followed,
saying, “Babylon the great has fallen,
which has made all the nations to
drink of the wine of the wrath of her
sexual immorality.”

9 Another angel, a third, followed
them, saying with a great voice, “If
anyone worships the beast and his
image, and receives a mark on his
forehead or on his hand, 10 he also
will drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is prepared unmixed
in the cup of his anger. He will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the
presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb. 11 The smoke
of their torment goes up forever and
ever. They have no rest day and
night, those who worship the beast
and his image, and whoever receives
the mark of his name.

12 Here is the perseverance of the
* 13:10 TR reads “If anyone leads into captivity, into captivity he goes. If anyone will kill with the
sword, he must be killed with a sword.” instead of “If anyone is to go into captivity, he will go into
captivity. If anyone is to be killed with the sword, he must be killed.” † 13:14 NU omits “my own”
* 14:5 TR adds “before the throne of God”
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saints, thosewho keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.”

13 I heard a voice from heaven say-
ing, “Write, ‘Blessed are the deadwho
die in the Lord from now on.’ ”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they
may rest from their labors, for their
works follow with them.”

14 I looked, and saw a white cloud,
and on the cloud one sitting like a
son of man,✡ having on his head a
golden crown, and in his hand a sharp
sickle. 15 Another angel came out of
the temple, crying with a loud voice
to him who sat on the cloud, “Send
your sickle and reap, for the hour to
reap has come; for the harvest of the
earth is ripe!” 16 He who sat on the
cloud thrust his sickle on the earth,
and the earth was reaped.

17 Another angel came out of the
temple which is in heaven. He also
had a sharp sickle. 18 Another angel
came out from the altar, he who has
power over fire, and he called with a
great voice to him who had the sharp
sickle, saying, “Send your sharp sickle
and gather the clusters of the vine
of the earth, for the earth’s grapes
are fully ripe!” 19 The angel thrust
his sickle into the earth, and gathered
the vintage of the earth and threw it
into the great wine press of the wrath
of God. 20Thewine press was trodden
outside of the city, and blood came
out of thewinepress, up to the bridles
of the horses, as far as one thousand
six hundred stadia.†

15
1 I saw another great and mar-

velous sign in the sky: seven angels
having the seven last plagues, for in
them God’s wrath is finished.

2 I saw something like a sea of
glass mixed with fire, and those who
overcame the beast, his image,* and
the number of his name, standing on
the sea of glass, having harps of God.
3 They sang the song of Moses, the

servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying,
“Great andmarvelous are yourworks,

Lord God, the Almighty!
Righteous and true are your

ways, you King of the nations.
4Who wouldn’t fear you, Lord,

and glorify your name?
For you only are holy.

For all the nations will come and
worship before you.

For your righteous acts have
been revealed.”

5 After these things I looked, and
the temple of the tabernacle of the
testimony in heaven was opened.
6The seven angels who had the seven
plagues came out, clothed with pure,
bright linen, and wearing golden
sashes around their chests.

7 One of the four living creatures
gave to the seven angels seven golden
bowls full of the wrath of God, who
lives forever and ever. 8 The temple
was filled with smoke from the glory
of God and from his power. No one
was able to enter into the temple until
the seven plagues of the seven angels
would be finished.

16
1 I heard a loud voice out of the

temple, saying to the seven angels,
“Go and pour out the seven bowls of
the wrath of God on the earth!”

2The first went, and poured out his
bowl into the earth, and it became
a harmful and painful sore on the
peoplewhohad themark of the beast,
and who worshiped his image.

3 The second angel poured out his
bowl into the sea, and it becameblood
as of a deadman. Every living thing in
the sea died.

4The third poured out his bowl into
the rivers and springs of water, and
they became blood. 5 I heard the
angel of the waters saying, “You are
righteous, who are and who were, O
Holy One, because you have judged
these things. 6 For they poured out

✡ 14:14 Daniel 7:13 † 14:20 1600 stadia = 296 kilometers or 184miles * 15:2 TR adds “his mark,”
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the blood of saints and prophets, and
you have given them blood to drink.
They deserve this.”

7 I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord
God, the Almighty, true and righ-
teous are your judgments.”

8The fourth poured out his bowl on
the sun, and it was given to him to
scorch men with fire. 9 People were
scorched with great heat, and people
blasphemed the name of Godwho has
the power over these plagues. They
didn’t repent and give him glory.

10 The fifth poured out his bowl
on the throne of the beast, and his
kingdomwas darkened. They gnawed
their tongues because of the pain,
11 and they blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and
their sores. They still didn’t repent of
their works.

12The sixth poured out his bowl on
the great river, the Euphrates. Its wa-
ter was dried up, that the way might
be prepared for the kings that come
from the sunrise.* 13 I saw coming out
of the mouth of the dragon, and out
of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet, three
unclean spirits, something like frogs;
14 for they are spirits of demons, per-
forming signs, which go out to the
kings of the whole inhabited earth, to
gather them together for the war of
that great day of God the Almighty.

15 “Behold, I come like a thief.
Blessed is he who watches, and keeps
his clothes, so that he doesn’t walk
naked, and they see his shame.”
16 He gathered them together into
the place which is called in Hebrew,
“Harmagedon”.

17The seventh poured out his bowl
into the air. A loud voice came out
of the temple of heaven, from the
throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 There
were lightnings, sounds, and thun-
ders; and there was a great earth-
quake such as has not happened since
there were men on the earth —so
great an earthquake and so mighty.

19 The great city was divided into
three parts, and the cities of the na-
tions fell. Babylon the great was
remembered in the sight of God, to
give to her the cup of the wine of
the fierceness of his wrath. 20 Every
island fled away, and the mountains
were not found. 21 Great hailstones,
about the weight of a talent,† came
down out of the sky on people. Peo-
ple blasphemed God because of the
plague of the hail, for this plague was
exceedingly severe.

17
1 One of the seven angels who

had the seven bowls came and spoke
with me, saying, “Come here. I will
show you the judgment of the great
prostitute who sits on many waters,
2 with whom the kings of the earth
committed sexual immorality. Those
who dwell in the earth were made
drunken with the wine of her sexual
immorality.” 3 He carried me away
in the Spirit into a wilderness. I
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet-
colored beast, full of blasphemous
names, having seven heads and ten
horns. 4 The woman was dressed in
purple and scarlet, and decked with
gold and precious stones and pearls,
having in her hand a golden cup full
of abominations and the impurities
of the sexual immorality of the earth.
5 And on her forehead a name was
written, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THEMOTHEROFTHEPROSTI-
TUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH.” 6 I saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered
with great amazement.

7The angel said tome, “Whydo you
wonder? I will tell you themystery of
the woman and of the beast that car-
ries her, which has the seven heads
and the ten horns. 8 The beast that
you saw was, and is not; and is about
to come up out of the abyss and to

* 16:12 or, east † 16:21 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
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go into destruction. Those who dwell
on the earth and whose names have
not been written in the book of life
from the foundation of the world will
marvel when they see that the beast
was, and is not, and shall be present.*

9Here is themind that has wisdom.
The seven heads are sevenmountains
on which the woman sits. 10 They
are seven kings. Five have fallen,
the one is, and the other has not
yet come. When he comes, he must
continue a little while. 11 The beast
that was, and is not, is himself also
an eighth, and is of the seven; and
he goes to destruction. 12 The ten
horns that you saw are ten kings who
have received no kingdom as yet, but
they receive authority as kings with
the beast for one hour. 13 These have
one mind, and they give their power
and authority to the beast. 14 These
will war against the Lamb, and the
Lamb will overcome them, for he is
Lord of lords and King of kings; and
those who are with him are called,
chosen, and faithful.” 15 He said
to me, “The waters which you saw,
where the prostitute sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations, and languages.
16 The ten horns which you saw, they
and the beast will hate the prostitute,
will make her desolate, will strip her
naked, will eat herflesh, andwill burn
her utterly with fire. 17 For God has
put in their hearts to do what he has
in mind, to be of one mind, and to
give their kingdom to the beast, until
the words of God should be accom-
plished. 18Thewomanwhomyou saw
is the great city which reigns over the
kings of the earth.”

18
1 After these things, I saw another

angel coming down out of the sky,
having great authority. The earth
was illuminated with his glory. 2 He
cried with a mighty voice, saying,
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great,
and she has become a habitation of

demons, a prison of every unclean
spirit, and a prison of every unclean
and hated bird! 3 For all the nations
have drunk of the wine of the wrath
of her sexual immorality, the kings of
the earth committed sexual immoral-
ity with her, and themerchants of the
earth grew rich from the abundance
of her luxury.”

4 I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, “Come out of
her, my people, that you have no
participation in her sins, and that
you don’t receive of her plagues, 5 for
her sins have reached to the sky, and
God has remembered her iniquities.
6 Return to her just as she returned,
and repay her double as she did, and
according to her works. In the cup
which she mixed, mix to her double.
7However much she glorified herself
and grew wanton, so much give her
of torment and mourning. For she
says in her heart, ‘I sit a queen, and
am no widow, and will in no way see
mourning.’ 8Therefore in one dayher
plagues will come: death, mourning,
and famine; and she will be utterly
burned with fire, for the Lord God
who has judged her is strong.

9 The kings of the earth who com-
mitted sexual immorality and lived
wantonly with her will weep and wail
over her, when they look at the smoke
of her burning, 10 standing far away
for the fear of her torment, saying,
‘Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon,
the strong city! For your judgment
has come in one hour.’ 11 The mer-
chants of the earth weep and mourn
over her, for no one buys their mer-
chandise anymore: 12merchandise of
gold, silver, precious stones, pearls,
fine linen, purple, silk, scarlet, all ex-
pensive wood, every vessel of ivory,
every vessel made of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, and
marble; 13 and cinnamon, incense,
perfume, frankincense, wine, olive
oil, fine flour, wheat, sheep, horses,

* 17:8 TR reads “yet is” instead of “shall be present”
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chariots, and people’s bodies and
souls. 14 The fruits which your soul
lusted after have been lost to you. All
things that were dainty and sumptu-
ous have perished from you, and you
will find them no more at all. 15 The
merchants of these things, who were
made rich by her, will stand far away
for the fear of her torment, weeping
and mourning, 16 saying, ‘Woe, woe,
the great city, she who was dressed
in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and
decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls! 17 For in an hour such
great riches are made desolate.’ Ev-
ery ship master, and everyone who
sails anywhere, and mariners, and as
many as gain their living by sea, stood
far away, 18 and cried out as they
looked at the smoke of her burning,
saying, ‘What is like the great city?’
19 They cast dust on their heads, and
cried, weeping andmourning, saying,
‘Woe, woe, the great city, in which
all who had their ships in the sea
weremade rich by reason of her great
wealth!’ For she is made desolate in
one hour.

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, you
saints, apostles, and prophets, for
God has judged your judgment on
her.”

21 A mighty angel took up a stone
like a great millstone and cast it
into the sea, saying, “Thus with vio-
lence will Babylon, the great city, be
thrown down, and will be found no
more at all. 22 The voice of harpists,
minstrels, flute players, and trum-
peters will be heard no more at all
in you. No craftsman of whatever
craft will be found any more at all in
you. The sound of a mill will be heard
no more at all in you. 23 The light
of a lamp will shine no more at all
in you. The voice of the bridegroom
and of the bride will be heard no
more at all in you, for yourmerchants
were the princes of the earth; for
with your sorcery all the nationswere
deceived. 24 In her was found the
blood of prophets andof saints, and of

all who have been slain on the earth.”
19

1 After these things I heard some-
thing like a loud voice of a great mul-
titude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah!
Salvation, power, and glory belong
to our God; 2 for his judgments are
true and righteous. For he has judged
the great prostitute who corrupted
the earth with her sexual immorality,
and he has avenged the blood of his
servants at her hand.”

3 A second said, “Hallelujah! Her
smoke goes up forever and ever.”
4The twenty-four elders and the four
living creatures fell down and wor-
shiped God who sits on the throne,
saying, “Amen! Hallelujah!”

5 A voice came from the throne,
saying, “Give praise to our God, all
you his servants, you who fear him,
the small and the great!”

6 I heard something like the voice of
a great multitude, and like the voice
of many waters, and like the voice of
mighty thunders, saying, “Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God, the Almighty,
reigns! 7 Let’s rejoice and be exceed-
ingly glad, and let’s give the glory to
him. For thewedding of the Lamb has
come, and his wife has made herself
ready.” 8 It was given to her that she
would array herself in bright, pure,
fine linen, for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints.

9He said tome, “Write, ‘Blessed are
those who are invited to the wedding
supper of the Lamb.’ ” He said to me,
“These are true words of God.”

10 I fell down before his feet to
worship him. He said to me, “Look!
Don’t do it! I am a fellow bondservant
with you and with your brothers who
hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship
God, for the testimony of Jesus is the
Spirit of Prophecy.”

11 I saw the heaven opened, and
behold, a white horse, and he who
sat on it is called Faithful and True.
In righteousness he judges andmakes
war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire,
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and on his head are many crowns.
He has names written and a name
written which no one knows but he
himself. 13He is clothed in a garment
sprinkled with blood. His name is
called “The Word of God.” 14 The
armies which are in heaven, clothed
in white, pure, fine linen, followed
him on white horses. 15 Out of
his mouth proceeds a sharp, double-
edged sword that with it he should
strike the nations. He will rule them
with an iron rod.✡ He treads thewine
press of the fierceness of the wrath
of God, the Almighty. 16 He has on
his garment and on his thigh a name
written, “KING OF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS.”

17 I saw an angel standing in the
sun. He cried with a loud voice, say-
ing to all the birds that fly in the sky,
“Come! Be gathered together to the
great supper of God,* 18 that you may
eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of cap-
tains, the flesh of mighty men, and
the flesh of horses and of those who
sit on them, and the flesh of all men,
both free and slave, small and great.”
19 I saw the beast, the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered to-
gether to make war against him who
sat on the horse and against his army.
20 The beast was taken, and with him
the false prophet who worked the
signs in his sight, with which he de-
ceived those who had received the
mark of the beast and those whowor-
shiped his image. These two were
thrown alive into the lake of fire that
burns with sulfur. 21 The rest were
killed with the sword of him who sat
on the horse, the sword which came
out of hismouth. So all the birdswere
filled with their flesh.

20
1 I saw an angel coming down out

of heaven, having the key of the abyss
and a great chain in his hand. 2 He
seized the dragon, the old serpent,

who is the devil and Satan, who de-
ceives the whole inhabited earth,*
and bound him for a thousand years,
3 and cast him into the abyss, and
shut it and sealed it over him, that he
should deceive the nations no more
until the thousand years were fin-
ished. After this, he must be freed for
a short time.

4 I saw thrones, and they sat on
them, and judgment was given to
them. I saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded for the testimony
of Jesus and for the word of God,
and such as didn’t worship the beast
nor his image, and didn’t receive the
mark on their forehead and on their
hand. They lived and reigned with
Christ for a thousand years. 5 The
rest of the dead didn’t live until the
thousand years were finished. This is
the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and
holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over these, the second
death has no power, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ, and will
reign with him one thousand years.

7And after the thousand years, Sa-
tan will be released from his prison
8 and he will come out to deceive
the nations which are in the four
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog,
to gather them together to the war,
whose number is as the sand of the
sea. 9 They went up over the width
of the earth and surrounded the camp
of the saints and the beloved city.
Fire came down out of heaven from
God and devoured them. 10 The devil
who deceived them was thrown into
the lake of fire and sulfur, where the
beast and the false prophet are also.
Theywill be tormented day and night
forever and ever.

11 I saw a great white throne and
him who sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away.
There was found no place for them.
12 I saw the dead, the great and the
small, standing before the throne,

✡ 19:15 Psalm 2:9 * 19:17 TR reads “supper of the great God” instead of “great supper of God”
* 20:2 TR and NU omit “who deceives the whole inhabited earth”.
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and they opened books. Another
book was opened, which is the book
of life. The dead were judged out
of the things which were written in
the books, according to their works.
13The sea gave up the dead who were
in it. Death and Hades† gave up
the dead who were in them. They
were judged, each one according to
his works. 14 Death and Hades‡ were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is
the second death, the lake of fire. 15 If
anyone was not found written in the
book of life, he was cast into the lake
of fire.

21
1 I saw a new heaven and a new

earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth have passed away, and the
sea is no more. 2 I saw the holy
city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven fromGod, prepared like
a bride adorned for her husband. 3 I
heard a loud voice out of heaven say-
ing, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with
people; and he will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their
God. 4 He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes. Death will be no
more; neitherwill there bemourning,
nor crying, nor pain any more. The
first things have passed away.”

5 He who sits on the throne said,
“Behold, I ammaking all things new.”
He said, “Write, for these words of
God are faithful and true.” 6 He
said to me, “I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I
will give freely to him who is thirsty
from the spring of the water of life.
7 He who overcomes, I will give him
these things. I will be his God, and
he will be my son. 8 But for
the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners,*
abominable, murderers, sexually im-
moral, sorcerers,† idolaters, and all

liars, their part is in the lake that
burns with fire and sulfur, which is
the second death.”

9 One of the seven angels who had
the seven bowls which were loaded
with the seven last plagues came,
and he spoke with me, saying, “Come
here. I will show you the bride,
the Lamb’s wife.” 10 He carried me
away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me the holy
city, Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, 11 having the glory
of God. Her light was like a most pre-
cious stone, like a jasper stone, clear
as crystal; 12 having a great and high
wall with twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and names writ-
ten on them, which are the names of
the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel. 13On the east were three gates,
and on the north three gates, and on
the south three gates, and on thewest
three gates. 14 The wall of the city
had twelve foundations, and on them
twelve names of the twelve Apostles
of the Lamb.

15 He who spoke with me had for
a measure a golden reed to mea-
sure the city, its gates, and its walls.
16 The city is square. Its length is as
great as its width. He measured the
city with the reed: twelve thousand
twelve stadia.‡ Its length, width,
and height are equal. 17 Its wall is
one hundred forty-four cubits,§ by
the measure of a man, that is, of an
angel. 18 The construction of its wall
was jasper. The city was pure gold,
like pure glass. 19 The foundations
of the city’s wall were adorned with
all kinds of precious stones. The
first foundation was jasper, the sec-
ond sapphire;* the third chalcedony,
the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sar-
donyx, the sixth sardius, the sev-
enth chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the

† 20:13 or, Hell ‡ 20:14 or, Hell * 21:8 TR and NU omit “sinners” † 21:8 The word for
“sorcerers” here also includes users of potions and drugs. ‡ 21:16 12,012 stadia = or 2,221 kilometers
or 1,380 miles. TR reads 12,000 stadia instead of 12,012 stadia. § 21:17 144 cubits is about 65.8 meters
or 216 feet * 21:19 or, lapis lazuli
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ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase,
the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth
amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were
twelve pearls. Each one of the gates
was made of one pearl. The street of
the city was pure gold, like transpar-
ent glass.

22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord
God the Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple. 23 The city has no need
for the sun or moon to shine, for the
very glory of God illuminated it and
its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations
will walk in its light. The kings of
the earth bring the glory and honor
of the nations into it. 25 Its gates will
in no way be shut by day (for there
will be no night there), 26 and they
shall bring the glory and the honor
of the nations into it so that they
may enter. 27 There will in no way
enter into it anything profane, or one
who causes an abomination or a lie,
but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.

22
1He showedme a* river of water of

life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb,
2 in the middle of its street. On this
side of the river and on that was the
tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of
fruits, yielding its fruit every month.
The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. 3 There will
be no curse any more. The throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and
his servants will serve him. 4 They
will see his face, and his name will
be on their foreheads. 5 There will
be no night, and they need no lamp
light or sun light; for the Lord God
will illuminate them. They will reign
forever and ever.

6 He said to me, “These words are
faithful and true. The Lord God of
the spirits of the prophets sent his
angel to show to his bondservants the
things which must happen soon.”

7 “Behold, I am coming soon!
Blessed is he who keeps the words
of the prophecy of this book.”

8 Now I, John, am the one who
heard and saw these things. When I
heard and saw, I fell down to worship
before the feet of the angel who had
shown me these things. 9 He said to
me, “You must not do that! I am
a fellow bondservant with you and
with your brothers, the prophets, and
with thosewho keep thewords of this
book. Worship God.” 10 He said to
me, “Don’t seal up the words of the
prophecy of this book, for the time
is at hand. 11 He who acts unjustly,
let him act unjustly still. He who is
filthy, let him be filthy still. He who
is righteous, let him do righteousness
still. He who is holy, let him be holy
still.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My
reward is with me, to repay to each
man according to his work. 13 I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the First
and the Last, the Beginning and the
End. 14 Blessed are those who do his
commandments,† that theymayhave
the right to the tree of life, and may
enter in by the gates into the city.
15Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers,
the sexually immoral, the murderers,
the idolaters, and everyonewho loves
and practices falsehood. 16 I, Jesus,
have sent my angel to testify these
things to you for the assemblies. I am
the root and the offspring of David,
the Bright and Morning Star.”

17 The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come!” He who hears, let him say,
“Come!” He who is thirsty, let him
come. He who desires, let him take
the water of life freely.

18 I testify to everyone who hears
the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God
will add to him the plagues which
are written in this book. 19 If any-
one takes away from the words of

* 22:1 TR adds “pure” † 22:14 NU reads “wash their robes” instead of “do his commandments”.
‡ 22:19 TR reads “Book” instead of “tree”
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the book of this prophecy, God will
take away his part from the tree‡ of
life, and out of the holy city, which
are written in this book. 20 He who

testifies these things says, “Yes, I am
coming soon.”

Amen! Yes, come, Lord Jesus!
21The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ

be with all the saints. Amen.
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