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 e  N  g  r  I  s  H
 Avoiding Misunderstandings and Improper English

We will focus on how English is IMPROPERLY used around the world, showing many examples of how messages get misunderstood.
There are several reasons why messages can be misunderstood.

1. Poor wording
[image: image10.jpg]Breaking out of your

CO‘ﬂFORT ZONE




Here the sign is trying to say that this product contains “preserved foods” for Vegetarians. (People who do not eat meat.) But because of the bad wording, the sign accidentally says that this product contains preserved vegetarian people.  Yuk!

2. Misspelling
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Because of the misspelling of Strangers to Stranglers (a person who kills by choking others to death) this sign now says, 

Please don’t accept invitations from people who want to choke you to death.
3. Dangling Modifiers
    ”John said his brother saw a corpse on his way home.”
In this sentence, the person is trying to say that his brother was walking home and while walking home his brother saw a dead person.  But because the Dangling modifier the meaning has changed to, John’s brother saw a dead person, and the dead person was walking home. 
4. Alternative Word Meanings:
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In this sign, the word gas has 2 meanings, one is fuel for your car the other is a burp.  So the sign is saying if you eat at this restaurant you will burp.
========================================+================================
Here are examples of improper English Signs. Your job is to find what the signs are trying so say, and re-word the signs in a way that is easily understood.  If you do not understand one of these, then skip over it to the next sign.
	Original Sign:
	Re-worded version

	This sign was found on a Church Bulletin.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use the large double doors at the side entrance.
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	Francis came over to see my new goldfish eating a hamburger.
	

	This sign was found on a Church Bulletin 
Don't let worry kill you off 
- let the church help.
	

	This sign was found in a Airline Ticket Office:

“We take your bags and send them in all directions.”
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	While eating dog food, Dave scratched his dog’s head.


	

	This sign was found on a Church Bulletin:

“The Children are saving aluminum cans, bottles, and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.”
	

	This sign was found in a Hong Kong Dentist’s Office.

“Teeth extracted by the latest Methodists.”
	

	Scratching at fleas, I watched my cat roll around in the yard
	

	This sign was found on a Church Bulletin.

Please place your money in the envelope along with the deceased person you want to be remembered.
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	This sign found on a package for Christmas Lights

"Indoor and outdoor uses ONLY"
	

	This sign was found in a Roman Public Laundry Service.

“Ladies, leave your clothes here and spend the afternoon having a good time.”
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	This sign was found in a Norwegian Bar

“Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar.”
	

	Kicking and screaming, the dentist pulled out the girl's tooth.

	

	This sign was found on a Church Bulletin.

“For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.”
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	Found on a container

"This product will be hot after heating"
	


Reflection:
1. What are some common reasons people misunderstand you?

2. What are some ways you can prevent from being misunderstood?

3. How can you better understand what people are actually trying to say? 
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